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DEMOCRACY, WOMEN'S ADVANCEMENT & MONEY in EASTERN EUROPE

European Bank (EBRD)    19th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors

Zagreb  Croatia    14-15 May 2010      @  Raymond Lloyd


This is my twelfth paper for a European Bank annual meeting and, like the previous eleven, is downloadable from the Shequality website, by clicking on Conference Papers EBRD.  In this new paper I provide my regular survey of Women's Advancement, Political Rights and Civil Liberties (A), based essentially on the work of Freedom House, downloadable from the website www.freedomhouse.org.   Freedom House gives each country a rating of 1 to 7 for both Political Rights (PR) and Civil Liberties (CL), where 1 represents the highest level of freedom, and 7 the lowest, to which, since 1989, I have provided similar ratings for Women's Advancement (WA).   Here I have extracted the 2009/2010 ratings for the 31 EBRD operational countries, and 4 disputed territories.  My list is now divided among the 10 members of the European Union, and the other 25 countries of EBRD operation.

Country      WA PR CL   Country      WA PR CL   Country       WA PR CL   Country       WA PR CL   Country       WA PR CL
Bulgaria     4  2- 2    Estonia      3  1  1    Latvia        2  2  1    Poland        3  1  1    Slovakia      3  1  1 

Czech Rep    3  1  1    Hungary      4  1  1    Lithuania     3  1  1    Romania       4  2  2    Slovenia      3  1  1 

Albania      4  3  3    Bosnia H     6  4  3    Kyrgyzstan    3  6- 5-   Montenegro    5  3  2+   Tajikistan    5  6  5 

Armenia      6  6- 4    Croatia      4  1+ 2    Macedonia     4  3  3    Russia        5  6  5    Turkey        3  3+ 3 

  Nagorno K  6  5  5    Georgia      4  4  4    Moldova       4  3+ 4      S Ossetia   7  7  6    Turkmenistan  7  7  7  

Azerbaijan   6  6  5      Abkhazia   6  5  5      Trasnistria 5  6  6    Serbia        5  2+ 2    Ukraine       4  3  2
Belarus      5  7  6    Kazakstan    6  6  5    Mongolia      4  2  2    Kosova        5  5+ 4+   Uzbekistan    6  7  7

The past  year has seen advances in Political Rights in Croatia, Moldova, Serbia and Turkey, but declines in Bulgaria, Armenia and Kyrgyzstan.  Here I list some 35 anniversaries in 2010 which may be considered as further target dates for enhancing freedom in central and eastern Europe (A).  Preliminary lists of such anniversaries for each of the ten years 2011 to 2020 may be downloaded from www.shequality.org. 
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On women's advancement I list the names of some 29 women from central and eastern Europe whose 50- and 100-year anniversaries are coming up between 2010 and 2013 (B), one of whom has already been portrayed on national banknotes, Queen Tamara of Georgia (c1169-1212), illustrated above, along with the new note from Serbia, portraying the artist and Red Cross nurse Nadezda Petrovich (1873-1915).  Finally I attach the 161st issue of The Parity Democrat, with its list of 40 anniversaries, for May 2010 (C).
Annexes:

A.  36 Anniversaries of Democracy in Central & Eastern Europe:  2010                                      1 p 

B.  50- & 100-year anniversaries of 29 distinguished women of history in E Europe: 2010-2013  1 p
C.  Some Questions on Democracy & Women's Advancement asked in London in 2009               1 p
D.  The Parity Democrat   ISSN 1367 6946:   Vol 14 No 5 for May 2008  (pp 1-2)                      2 pp
E.   15 May postscript:   Questions on Democracy & Women's Advancement asked in Zaqreb     4  pp
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CENTRAL & EASTERN EUROPE:  Target Dates for Consolidating or Enhancing Democracy:  2010
extract from the writer's  "3000 Anniversaries of the Democracies  1988-2020"

36 anniversaries     9 May 2010  60th Europe Day  @ Raymond Lloyd

Anniversaries for Celebration

Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary                                       

Sun 10 Jan  Geneva            World                 90  League of Nations opens in 1920
Thu 21 Jan  Tirana            Albania              90  Votes for Women                                             

Sun 28 Feb  Prague/Bratislava Czech/Slovakia        80  First democratic constitution
Mon  8 Mar  Copenhagen        International       100  International Women's Day                 

Wed 10 Mar  Kastomonu         Turkey               90  First Women's Congress in 1920

Thu 18 Mar  Warsaw            Poland               200  Frederic Chopin  1810-49  composer pianist  born 
Fri 23 Apr  Ankara            Turkey                90  Inauguration of Great National Assembly in 1920
Sat 24 Apr  Kotoriba          Croatia              150  Arrival of first train in Croatia  from Hungary  in 1860
Mon  3 May  Paris             International         20  International Day for Press Freedom by Reporters sans Frontieres

Sun  9 May  Versailles        Europe                60  Europe Day, call by Robert Schumann to unite in common cause
Fri 11 Jun  Gironde           France               100  Jacques-Yves Cousteau 1910-97  oceonographer  born
Sat 12 Jun  Moscow            Russia                20  Declaration of Independence from Soviet Union   

Sat 10 Jul  Houston           USA / Group of Seven  20  G7 designate 1990s a Decade of Democracy (proposed by writer) 
Sun 11 Jul  Ljubljana         Slovenia             200  Botanical gardens                               

Sat 24 Jul  Ivancice          Czech Republic       150  Alphonse Mucha  1860-1939  graphic artist  painter  born

Tue 31 Aug  Gdansk            Poland                30  Establishment of Solidarity trade union   

Mon 13 Sep  Marathon          Greece/World        2500  Pheidippides runs 42 km to Athens with news 

                                                          of Persian defeat (490 BC)

Wed 15 Sep  London            Britain               70  Battle of Britain, won with Polish, Czech & Slovak pilots

Tue  5 Oct  Belgrade          Serbia                10  Citizens take over parliament and claim democracy
Mon 13 Dec  Warsaw            Poland                40  Food riots against communist regime in 1970

Sat 18 Dec  New York          United Nations        10  International Migrants Day, to protect workers & families 
Sat 25 Dec  Riga              Latvia               500  Christmas tree first decorated with flowers  in 1510
            Yaroslavl         Russia              1000  Foundation by Yaroslav the Wise  in 1010

            Mtskheta          Georgia             1000  Sveti Tskhoveli Cathedral begun by architect Arsukizdze

Occasions for Remembrance, Lustration, Reconciliation or Compensation
Jan - June  Germany         Russia               65  2 000 000 non-combatant women and girls, including Russian POWs,                                                                           and tens of thousands more in Vienna, Hungary, Romania, raped by soviet army, the greatest war crime against women in history
Tue 19 Jan  Moscow            Russia                 1  Anastasia Baburova  human rights journalist  assassinated     

Wed 20 Jan  Baku  Azerbaijan  Russia                20  Soviet troops kill 150 civilians in 1990

Fri  5 Feb  Aldi  Grozny      Russia                10  Army massacre of 60 Chechen civilians in 2000

Mon  5 Mar  Katyn, Kharkiv    Russia                70  Stalin orders execution of 25 000 Polish officers & intellectuals

Thu 15 Jul  Grozny Chechnya   Russia                 1  Natalya Estemirova  human rights activist  murdered  

Fri  6 Aug  Baltic States     Russia                70  Soviet incorporation of Estonia, Latvia & Lithuania
Sun  8 Aug  South Ossetia     Georgia                2  Georgians shell Tskhinvali on first day of Olympic Truce                     

Thu 12 Aug  Murmansk          Russia                10  118 submariners drowned in Kursk
Thu 30 Sep  Moscow            Russia                60  Stalin tries & executes in secret the heroes of Leningrad siege

Wed 17 Nov  Prague            Czech Republic        70  Nazis deport 1200 students and close universities

Sat 20 Nov  Astopovo          Russia / World       100  Leo Tolstoy  1828-1910  novelist  died  

------

This list is updated monthly in The Parity Democrat (ISSN 1367-6946), and on http://www.shequality.org by clicking on "Democracy", "Anniversaries".  
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CENTRAL & EASTERN EUROPE: 50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY: 2010-2013

extract from the writer's  "6000 Women's Anniversaries 2001-2060"

29 women  15 countries    9 May 2010  60th Europe Day  @ Raymond Lloyd
Country        Woman of distinction          Main Activity                       Lived         Anniversary  Reference#    

                                                                                                            (portrait*)  
2010

Hungary        Zsuzsanna Lorantffy           educator  religious writer         1600-18. 4.1660 350.death   WKI* 

Latvia         Margarita Stipnieks           printmaker  weaver           17. 7.1910-           100.birth   GAO   
Macedonia      Mother Teresa (of Calcutta)   founder Missionaries Charity 27. 8.1910- 6. 9.1997 100.birth   EB76- JU

Moldova        Maria Cebotari                soprano  actress             10. 2.1910- 9. 6.1949 100.birth   DO WKI*       

Poland         Maria Konopnicka              poet  novelist  translator   23. 5.1842- 8.10.1910 100.death   WKI*

               Eliza Orzeszkowa              novelist                      6. 6.1842-18. 5.1910 100.death   WKI* 
               Irena Sendlerowa              saviour of Jewish children   15. 2.1910-12. 5.2008 100.birth   WKI*  
Poland / US   Ernestine Potowski Rose      women's rights pioneer           1810-      1892 200.birth  NAW

Romania        Clara Haskil                  pianist                       7. 1.1895- 7.12.1960  50.death   JU WKI        

Russia         Ekaterina Dashkova            Enlightenment educator       17. 3.1743- 4. 1.1810 200.death   JU WKI*      

               Olga Berggolts                poet                         16. 5.1910-13.11.1975 100.birth   CB WKI

               Galina Ulanova                ballerina  actress  teacher  10. 1.1910-21. 3.1998 100.birth   EB WKI*

               Marianne von Werefkin         painter                      11. 9.1860- 6. 2.1938 150.birth   WKI

Turkey         Roxelana Hurrem Sultan        beloved wife of Suleyman II        1510-18. 4.1558 500.birth   WKI*   
2011

Czech R/US     Ernestine Schumann-Heink      contralto                     15.6.1861-17.11.1936 150.birth   EB
Kyrgyzstan     Kurmanjan Datka               "Czarina" of Alay Valley           1811-      1907 200.birth   WKI*

Lithuania      Lea Goldberg                  poet  Hebrew scholar         29. 5.1911-15. 1.1970 100.birth   WKI* 
Russia         Nadezhda Udaltsova            painter                            1886-      1961  50.death   WKI*               

Slovenia       Ivana Kobilca                 painter                            1861-1939       150.birth                  

2012

Czech Rep      Bozena Nemcova                novelist                       4.2.1820-21.1.1862  150.death                                

               Gabriela Preissova            novelist                           1862-1946       150.birth   WL             

Georgia        Tamara                        queen  stateswoman                c1169-      1212 800.death   banknote

Hungary        Adila Fachiri                 violinist                          1886-1962        50.death   JU

Russia         Natalya Dudinskaya            ballerina                    21. 8.1912-29.12.2003 100.birth   WKI* JU     

               Elizabeth Petrovna            empress  arts sponsor        29.12.1709- 5. 1.1762 250.death   WKI*

               Marina Raskova                aviator                      28. 3.1912- 4. 1.1943 100.birth   WKI*  
2013

Bulgaria       Ljuba Welitsch                soprano                      10. 7.1913-           100.birth   DO*

Russia         Olga Kobylyanskaya            novelist                           1863-1942       150.birth                 

Ukraine        Lesya Ukrainka                poet                          25.2.1871-1.8.1913   100.death 
-------

#CB     Chambers Biographies on CD-Rom (includes 2250 women)  Larousse plc  London W1P 7AD  1996

DO      Dictionary of Opera  ISBN 0-356-09700-5  Charles Osborne  McDonald  London  1983

EB        Encyclopaedia Britannica 1994 edition, or earlier or later Annual or Book of the Year 
GAO    Grove Art Online  ISBN 1-884446-00-0   34 vols  ed Jane Turner  OUP  London  1996

GF       [1000] Grosse Frauen der Weltgeschichte  ed Hilde Hess etc   Verlag Sebastian Lux  Murnau  Munich

JU        Macmillan Dictionary of [1750] Women's Biography  ISBN 0-333-45303-4  Jennifer Uglow  Macmillan  2nd edition 1989

NAW   Notable American Women 1607-1950  ISBN 0-674-62734-2  3 vols  Edward T James  Harvard Belknap paperback 1971

WKI     Wikipedia - free online encyclopedia
WL        Bloomsbury Guide to [4000] Women's Literature   ISBN 0 7475 0895 X  ed Claire Buck  Bloomsbury London  1992
C                                                                               C
               COUNCIL for PARITY DEMOCRACY

__________________________________________________________________________________
                         19 Mulready House      Herrick Street      Westminster      London    England    SW1P  4JL

                  Tel & Fax   + 44 20 7834 1309       Mobile   + 44 79 32 79 44 32       Email   shequality @ gmail.com

www.shequality.org       www.shequality.spaces.live.com  
Honorary Secretary

  Raymond Lloyd

QUESTIONS on DEMOCRACY & WOMEN'S ADVANCEMENT in EASTERN EUROPE

European Bank (EBRD)   18th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors   London   15-16 May 2009

    @ Raymond Lloyd

Date          Place          Occasion                                      Person Addressed, Office & Country                   *PD 

16. 5.09  London    EBRD Annual Meeting    Thomas Mirow  President   European Bank   PD


There are two major democracies, Brazil and India, both of which sent troops in World War II to fight, and die, for Europe’s freedom, but neither of which, unlike Mexico and Japan, are members of the European Bank:  would it not underline the Bank’s constitutional mandate to promote democracy if Brazil and India were to become members?

15. 5.09  London          EBRD Annual Meeting    Nika Gulauri  Prime Minister  Georgia   PD

Two events which may have lost Georgia much sympathy in August 2008 was your attempt to reoccupy South Ossetia on the first day of the Olympics, the first day of the Olympic Truce:  to avoid this in future, will you write observance of the Olympic Truce into the Georgian constitution?


The second factor was that the centre of Gori is dominated by a statue of Stalin who was not only responsible for the death of 30 000 000 civilians, but also was not particularly friendly to Georgian national aspirations:  are there any plans to take down the statue, and to turn the Stalin Museum into one of truth and reconciliation?

15. 5.09  London     EBRD Annual Meeting    Piotr Wiesolick  Dep Pres  Nat Bank of Poland  PD


Poland, despite your many distinguished women of history, features only kings on your current banknotes, despite the many achievements of Queen Jadwiga:  on your new euro coins, will you include portraits of such distinguished women of history as Jadwiga, Emily Plater and Marie Sklodowska Curie? 

15. 5.09  London     EBRD Annual Meeting    Erik Berglof  Chief Economist  European Bank   PD
The current economic downturn seems to have been started off in many older democracies with excessive consumerist debt, financed in the short term by savings in east Asia: how far has this imbalance affected the EBRD countries and what is the Bank doing to promote savings?
-------

* PD  denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from  "A  14th 100 Questions on Democracy"  and  "A Tenth 100 Questions on Women's Advancement"  asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2009-2010.  Questions were asked live.  Sadly I could not prepare my annual advance research paper for the EBRD Annual meting, having been hospitalized for two operations to remove a kidney stone.  Nor could I write up all my questions.
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                                                        Introduction


In this 161st monthly issue of The Parity Democrat, I highlight the May 2010 dates from three of my anniversary lists: 25 of the Democracies, 20 Women's Centenaries, and 13 new Birthdays of Distinguished Living Women.  The attachment of the month is the paper prepared for the Britain and Ireland Travel Show in mid March.


March was spent in London, except for a visit to another of the Tourism South East Group Travel Fairs, that in Henley at the Rowing Museum.  It must be decades since I visited this pretty town, yet I have long hoped to see the modern museum, which was no disappointment, both for the history of rowing and boatbuilding and of the River Thames, almost as wide in Henley as that outside my Westminster flat 500 metres away.  I had planned to go to my sixth Paralympics in Vancouver, but this time the UK body was accrediting only journalists paid to cover exclusively UK athletes.  Similarly I had planned and paid for a budget flight to take me to the Brussels European Council, but by now my twisted left knee was so troubling that I spent nearly the entire second half of March resting at home.


Before Henley, I visited two exhibitions in London, the now annual must-see EcoBuild and the biennial Hotelympia, where there was an eye-candy Sugarcraft display.  And after Henley I visited three very worthwhile art shows:  that of Britain’s first landscape painter Paul Sandby (1731-1809) at the Royal Academy;  one of Indian Portraits from 1560 to 1860, and  modern emulations by the Liverpool twin Singh sisters, at the National Portrait Gallery;  and, at the Buckingham Palace gallery, the extraordinary collection of paintings, sculptures, furniture and jewels commissioned or purchased by Albert and Victoria between their marriage in 1840 and the Prince Consort’s death in 1861.


My two reminders of Europe in March were the always excellent Spanish Wine Fair at Old Billingsgate, where I found more wines to add to my list of those named after distinguished women;  and, at the Italian Cultural Institute, an exhibit of three first-century marble Roman heads discovered in 2003 in Pantelleria, the Italian island between Tunisia and Sicily which I had visited some thirty years ago, and perhaps the finest classical sculptures discovered in Italy since the Riace Bronzes, the fullsize Greek athletes of around 45O BCE, and found off the Ionian coast in 1972.


I did limp out of home for the Best of Britain and Ireland show, to listen to a delightful concert by Irish harpists, and to the Ideal Home Show to collect some tasty Indian pitas and Anglesey whisky cheese.  I also extended my website domain of www.shequality.org for a second five years, to April 2015, when I should be 80, with the 220th issue of The Parity Democrat.  In the past five years there have been some 9500 hits on my site and, in the past two months, following the introduction of a flag counter, some 650 hits from 35 countries.  And finally a friend has created an entry for my work in Wikipedia, which may be accessed by googling raymond lloyd/wiki.  
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ANNIVERSARIES of the DEMOCRACIES

extract from the writer’s “3000 Target Dates for Enhancing Democracy 1988-2020", including 217 for 2010
Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary 
Mon  3 May  Paris             International         20  International Day for Press Freedom by Reporters sans Frontieres

Wed  5 May  Genova Quarto     Italy                150  Garibaldi sails with the Thousand to unify Italy  in 1860

Sun  9 May  Kirriemuir        Scotland             150  J M (James Matthew) Barrie 1860-1937 creator of Peter Pan  born 
Sun  9 May  Versailles        Europe                60  Europe Day, call by Robert Schumann to unite in common cause
Mon 10 May  Hausen Wiesenthal Switzerland          250  Johann Peter Hebel  1760-1826  short-story writer  born  

Mon 10 May  Washington        U S A                 50  First undersea circumnavigation of globe by USS Nautilus 

Mon 10 May  Paris             France                 5  Slavery Memorial Day
Sun 16 May  Malibu CA         U S A                 50  First working laser developed by Theodore Harold Maiman

Sun 23 May  London            Britain              100  Hugh Casson  1910-1999  architect  designer  born
Mon 24 May  England          Australia             80  Amy Johnson becomes first woman to fly solo to Australia
Tue 25 May  Buenos Aires      Argentina            200  Independence from Spain
Sat 29 May  London            England              350  Restoration of monarchy after Cromwell’s hereditary protectorate 
Sat 29 May  Dunkirk           Britain               70  Little boat evacuation of 330 000 Allied troops

Mon 31 May  Munich / London   Germany / England    150  Walter Sickert  1860-1942  painter  born

       May  Commonwealth      Asia & Pacific        60  Colombo Plan
       May  New York          United Nations        10  General Assembly prohibits recruitment of under-18 child soldiers

Occasions for Remembrance, Lustration, Reconciliation or Compensation
Tue  4 May  Cleveland  Ohio   U S A                 40  Killing of 4 Kent State students protesting Vietnam war  
Tue 11 May  Beijing           Italy  / China       400  Matteo Ricci  1552-1610  missionary to China  died 
Mon 17 May  Florence          Italy                500  Sandro Botticelli  1445-1510  painter  died 

Tue 18 May  London            China                 70  At Japan's request, Britain stops supplying China through Burma

Tue 18 May  Kwangju           Korea                 30  Army massacre of at least 193 civilians
Wed 19 May  Chiquinquira      Colombia              10  Elvia Cortez, 53-year-old dairy farmer, murdered by marxist FARC 

Sun 22 May  Valdivia          Chile                 50  Quake of 9.5 magnitude, Richter scale largest, with 5700 victims

Thu 27 May  Baden-Baden       Germany              100  Robert Koch  1843-1910  Nobel bacteriologist  died 

Mon 31 May  Yungash           Peru                  40  Earthquake kills 66 000 persons  in 1970

50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY

extract from the writer's  "6000 Women's Centenaries 2000-2060" and "190 Centenaries for 2010"

Born or Died   Anniversary    Woman of distinction         Country     Main Activity        Reference (see PD 145)
                                                                                                    (portrait*)

                                                  Births 
 3 May 1860-28. 7.1930  150   Margarethe Behm              Germany     home-workers advocate        GF*      

 3 May 1910- 4. 1.1997  100   Anne Strachan Robertson      Britain     archeologist                 CB 

 4 May 1860-16. 1.1935  150   Sigrid af Forselles          Finland     sculptor                     WKI

 5 May 1910-29. 9.2000  100   Bridget Plowden              Britain     educator                     ONB* LT*

12 May 1910-            100   Giulietta Simionato          Italy       mezzo-soprano                DO 

12 May 1910-29. 7.1994  100   Dorothy Hodgkin              Britain     chemist; Nobel Prize 1964    EB WKI*

15 May 1910-23.11.2005  100   Constance Cummings           U S A       actress                      EB 06*  

16 May 1910-13.11.1975  100   Olga Berggolts               Russia      poet                         CB WKI

18 May 1910-24.10.1999  100   Ester Talke Boserup          Denmark     development economist        IWW JU     

22 May 1860-26. 8.1958  150   Barbara Foxley               Britain     women's rights campaigner    ONB           

23 May 1810-19. 7.1850  200   Margaret Fuller              U S A       author  teacher  feminist    EB NAW         

28 May 1910-24. 5.2003  100   Rachel Kempson               Britain     actress                      EB2004

28 May 1910-28. 5.1981  100   Mary Lou Williams            U S A       jazz pianist  composer       CB WKI        

30 May 1910-10. 7.2004  100   Inge Meysel                  Germany     actress  feminist            WKI  
                                                   Deaths 

17. 5.1792-16 May 1860  150   Anna Isabella Byron          Britain     philanthropist               JU WKI*   

 6. 6.1842-18 May 1910  100   Eliza Orzeszkowa             Poland      novelist                     WKI*          

18. 7.1821-18 May 1910  100   Pauline Viardot Garcia       Spain       mezzo-soprano  composer      JU WKI*

 9.12.1870-24 May 1960   50   Ida Sophia Scudder           U S A       medical missionary in India  JU WKI*         

 3. 2.1821-31 May 1910  100   Elizabeth Blackwell          Britain     (first woman) doctor         WKI* 
18.12.1906-12 May 1960   50   Evelyn Mary Dunbar           Britain     painter  teacher             ONB* TWA*  
BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN

new entries in the writer's  "3000 Birthdays for 2010"
DoB   Age in 2010    Woman of distinction        Country         "First", Other Achievements or Position     Reference 
 7 May 1965   45    Brigitte Duboc              France          Paralympic archer                              BEI*
10 May 1973   37    Hanife Ozturk               Turkey          Paralympic archer                              BEI*

18 May 1975   35    Javzmaa Byambasuren         Mongolia        Paralympic archer                              BEI*

19 May 1977   33    Miroslava Sedlackova        Czech Republic  Paralympic athlete  lawyer                     BEI*
26 May 1985   25    Sarah Outen                 Britain         world-record rower                             RL
27 May 1950   60    Mary Jane Vaughan           Britain         florist  flower arranger                       RL
27 May 1963   47    Pippa Britton               Britain         Paralympic archer                              BEI*
27 May 1967   43    Tanja Schultz               Germany         Paralympic archer                              BEI*
29 May 1968   42    Antonia Balek               Croatia         Paralympic discus & javelin thrower            BEI*
30 May 1955   55    Jacqueline McGlade          Britain         Executive Director European Environment Agency RL
30 May 1969   41    Naomi Kawasi                Japan           film director                                  EB

31 May 1969   41    Alia Lysenko                Ukraine         sitting volleyball player                      BEI*

31 May 1971   39    Ivonna Gailite              Latvia          sitting volleyball player                      BEI*
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QUESTIONS in ZAGREB on DEMOCRACY & WOMEN'S ADVANCEMENT

European Bank (EBRD)   19th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors   Zagreb   13-15 May 2010
    @ Raymond Lloyd

INDEX
Date          Place          Occasion                    Person Addressed, Office & Country                   *PD      # Followup

15. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting  (2) Thomas Mirow  President   European Bank       PD     EBRD-12

15. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting  (2)  Olli Rehn  Delarosiere Lecturer   EC Monetary  PD  EBRD-12

15. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Debora Revoltella Dept Head Unicredit Bank  Austria  PD  EBRD-12
14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Kathryn C Mayer  Moderator Women in Business  PD  EBRD-12
14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Nikolai Snopkov Minister of Economy Belarus  PD

14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Zoran Stavreski Vice Prime Minister Macedonia  PD     EBRD-12
14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Herbert Stepic Pres Raiffeisen International Bank

14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Ivaca Todoric President Agrokor Food  Croatia   PD   EBRD-12
13. 5.10  Zagreb    Investment Forum   Damir Bajs Minister of Tourism Croatia  PD
QUESTIONS

15. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting    Thomas Mirow  President   European Bank   PD  EBRD-12
Two days ago, on 13 May, FAO announced at its European Regional Conference in Armenia that in the last decade some 50 million persons in Europe and Central Asia have been moved out of poverty, undoubtedly in a major part due to the European Bank:
 
yet there remain some 5 million in poverty in Central Asia, while elsewhere in Central and Eastern Europe some of 8 Millennium development Goals have yet to be reached by the target date of 2015:  with the new increase of EBRD capital of 50 percent to 30 billion euros, also by 2015, will you in the coming years measure EBRD achievements against the yardstick of the 8 MDGs, for example, in the education of girls?

               In one country, the Czech Republic, the EBRD has stopped new investments, yet that country has not joined the European Monetary Union, the EMU:  on the other hand, Slovenia and Slovakia, and soon Estonia, have joined the EMU, but may still benefit from new EBRD investment:  is there any link, or will there any link, between graduation from new EBRD investment, and entry into the European Monetary Union?

 

15. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting    Olli Rehn  Delarosiere Lecturer   EC Monetary  PD  EBRD-12

(live)  Two Latin American countries, Ecuador and El Salvador, have dollarized their currencies, and two European countries, Kosova and Montenegro, have euro-ized theirs:  what stops such countries from leapfrogging into the European Monetary Union?
---------

* PD denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded, monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat (ISSN1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from "A 14th 100 Questions on Democracy" and "A Tenth 100 Questions on Women's Advancement", asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2009-2010.  Questions were asked live.

#  EBRD-12 denotes the foregoing 6-page paper  (A-D)  distributed as background at the meeting, and downloadable from www.shequality.org 
       Date        Place      Occasion             Person Addressed, Office & Country              *PD   #Followup
15. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting    Olli Rehn  Delarosiere Lecturer   EC Monetary  PD  EBRD-12

(emailed)  One achievement of which Jacques de Larosiere was especially proud was having, as Governor of the Bank of France, introduced the first woman to be portrayed on the French banknotes, Marie Curie on the 500 francs:  at present there is only one distinguished woman of history featured among the current coins of the 16 Eurozone countries, the Nobel Peace Laureate Bertha von Suttner on the 2 euros of Austria, and this despite the efforts of your predecessor as Monetary Commissioner, Joaquin Almunia:
 
on 8 March 2010 Europe and the world celebrated the 100th International Women's Day:  could you therefore make a special effort to show Europe to be at least symbolically women-friendly, by recognizing the achievements of women on European money, perhaps beginning by encouraging Estonia to retain the portrait of the poet Lydia Koidula, now on the 100 krooni note, on the new current coins when Estonia joins the EMU on 1 January 2011?

15. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Debora Revoltella Dept Head Unicredit Bank  Austria  PD
Of the various EBRD meetings I have attended so far in Zagreb, this Unicredit breakfast presentation is the first parity panel, with an equal number of articulate women and men:  at the same time many consider that women in this region have recently suffered both economically and politically:  one way I have tried to counteract this  is symbolic:  Austria is the only one of sixteen Eurozone countries to portray a distinguished woman of history on its current euro coins, the Nobel Prize laureate Bertha von Suttner on the 2 euros:   yet there are other world famous women from Central and Eastern Europe, including Marie Sklodowska Curie and Mother Teresa:
 
if you and other bankers here plan to attract more women and girls into your banks and banking, as entrepreneurs and savers, will you all work to have distinguished women portrayed on national banknotes and the new euro coins?

14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Kathryn C Mayer  Moderator Women in Business  PD  EBRD-12

In working on women's advancement for forty years, and incidentally donating $1000 to Michaela Walsh's startup of Women's World Banking in 1980, I have circularized the names of 5000 able women (listed on www.shequality.org) who might offer leadership in international bodies, including as presidents of the World and European Banks;  yet how many women express appreciation to men who appoint women ministers etc, not asking Is that all?, but recognising the risk which men often take in making such appointments?
14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Nikolai Snopkov Minister of Economy Belarus  PD

              Until a year ago, after visiting Minsk in 1991, the best thing I knew about Belarus was that Sofia Kovalevskaya 1850-91, the great mathematician, was of Belarus descent:  in 2009 I read Yale Professor Timothy Snyder's preview, in the New York Review of Books, of his pathbreaking study, to be published by Basic Books in October 2010, entitled Bloodlands: Eastern Europe between Hitler and Stalin, describing the terrible, and often forgotten, suffering inflicted on the citizens of Latvia, Poland, Belarus and Ukraine by the soviet and nazi regimes between 1933 and 1953:  Poland and Ukraine lost the most number of lives, but Belarus suffered the most proportionately, losing a quarter of your population:  
 
over the last decade Poland has gone out of its way to help Ukraine modernise: how hard are Poland, Lithuania and other countries now working to integrate Belarus into the European family of nations?
       Date           Place           Occasion         Person Addressed, Office & Country           *PD   #Followup
14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Zoran Stavreski Vice Prime Minister Macedonia  PD  EBRD-12
Skopje in Macedonia is the birthplace in 1910 and childhood home of one of the greatest persons of the 20th century, indeed of world history, Mother Teresa of Calcutta:  Tirana Airport is named after her, and this year, for her birth centenary, India is planning both current and commemorative coins:  Mother Teresa has already been beatified and, in this centenary year, she may be made a saint:  what is Macedonia doing to celebrate Mother Teresa's centenary in August 2010, for example, to attract visitors to Macedonia and Skopje, and to issue coins?

 

14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Herbert Stepic Pres Raiffeisen International Bank

First may I ask if you have an updated report of the wonderful foundation set up by yourself personally some three years ago, to help rehabilitate disabled and hospice children, and raped women and their children, in central and eastern Europe? 
 
          Also has Raiffeisen Bank been able to conduct operations in the five disputed territories in the EBRD area, namely Kosova, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Trasnistria, and Nagorno-Karabagh?   Reply;  Only Kosova
14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Ivaca Todoric President Agrokor Food  Croatia   PD
Croatia is famous for its coffee, but which is not grown here:  in what ways is Agrokor working with small coffee growers in, say, Ethiopia and Kenya, assuring them of a fair trade price for their coffee?

 

Note for the file:  No questions were called by the Presentation Moderator, but Mr Todoric, head of the biggest food company in this part of the world, was very happy to talk with journalists later.  He said mine was an important question, vital in the world of the future.  I introduced myself as having worked with FAO in Rome in the 1960s and 1970s, and among the hundred or so countries I persuaded to issue coins promoting food production, Yugoslavia had put 1 and 5 dinar such coins into everyday circulation 
13. 5.10  Zagreb    Investment Forum   Damir Bajs Minister of Tourism Croatia      PD
 Several years ago, the woman president of the Piedmont Region in Italy, Mercedes Bresso, and now president of the EU Committee of the Regions, published a 130-page booklet, in Italian and English,  Piedmont Welcomes Women, listing the famous women of history, streets named after women, businesses, hotels and restaurants owned or run by women, down to the women growers of the famous Piedmont wines, an initiative since emulated by Tuscany:  Croatia too has many distinguished women, from Manda who ladled out water, and so gave the name of Zagreb, to Prime Minister Jadranka Kosor who has just opened this Investment Forum * :  
 
in order to demonstrate that you too are women- and family-friendly, could not Croatia, with the most beautiful coastline in Europe, both natural and architectural, also take a similar initiative  Croatia Welcomes Women
*Note for the file:  I might have added the three Croatian women portrayed on 200 kuna commemorative coins from 1998 to 2000, namely

Ivana Brlic-Mazuranic              18.4.1874-21.9.1938      children's writer

Ana Katarina Zrinska                   ?1625-16.11.1673      writer  patriot

Slava Raskaj                             2.1.1877-29.3.1906      painter
       Date           Place           Occasion         Person Addressed, Office & Country           *PD   #Followup
13. 5.10    Zagreb        EBRD Meeting   Essayists Born in ’89  Bosnia  Croatia  Serbia   PD


I was born, not in 1989, the year the Berlin Wall fell, but in 1934, just after the rise of the two most evil ideologies of the last century.  On the day of my birth, 28 November 1934, Winston Churchill warned in Parliament against the growing menace of the nazi airforce, calling for a countervailing buildup of Britain’s airforce.  The text of his speech is attached to the November 2009 issue, monthly issue No 155, of The Parity Democrat, published on my 75th birthday.  Churchill’s warning was not heeded, and in 1940 and 1941 I and millions of other children and adults suffered from nazi bombing.


Two years before I was born, Stalin and his fellow soviets perpetrated the worst genocidal famine in European history, starving and beating to death some 6 000 000 Ukrainians.  The full story of this atrocity became known only after the Orange Revolution, in the mid 2000s, when we could listen for the first time to the accounts of 90-year-old famine survivors. In 1956, soon after leaving Oxford University, I volunteered to relieve the suffering of other soviet victims, to help the International Red Cross in Vienna  resettle 200 000 Hungarians fleeing soviet totalitarianism, of whom 20 000 sought refuge in the former Yugoslavia.


Later, in the early 1960s, when working on behalf of Algerian refugees, I found that the host populations in Morocco and Tunisia were often materially worse off than the refugees, so I began working with the United Nations to tackle world hunger.  I then found that much modernization made women worse off, as men obtained machinery and credit, and women were left with drudgery and subsistence.  So I started the first international programme for rural women’s advancement, raising some $750 000 for women’s projects in some thirty countries.  By 1980, however some 100 of the 150 UN member governments were imprisoning, torturing and murdering their civilian opponents, and such non-accountability was overtaking the leaders of UN secretariats.


On 8 March 1980, 70th International Women’s Day, I resigned my career in the United Nations to work full time as a volunteer for democracy and women’s empowerment.  A record of my work, in detail since the late 1990s, may be found on my website at www.shequality.org. The five of you, Maso Mehmedovic of Srebrenik in Bosnia,  Ivana Peric and Sonja Kasipovic of Croatia, and Relja Popovic and Martin Cvetanovic of Serbia, all of whom have written informative and moving essays, will, in your own creative ways, also help make the world a little more beautiful.


In my work since 1956 I have learned one lesson:  in 1887 the great British and Catholic historian, Lord Acton (1834-1902), who spent much of his time in European universities, wrote

All power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.

I have tried to live its opposite:  all integrity leaves one poorer:  absolute integrity would leave one destitute:  happily no one’s integrity is absolute.

Note for the file:  The above contribution is a little more detailed than that made at the meeting, where I mislaid my notes, and my hat, the latter being returned the following day.
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