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Date        Place      Occasion                 Person Addressed, Office & Country                   *PD  #Followup

 3.12.08    London     Opening of Parlt         haveyoursay@bbc.co.uk                                 PD 

27.11.08    emailed    Madrid                   Francesco Frangialli   Sec Gen UN World Tourism Orgn  PD

QUESTIONS

3.12.08  London   Opening of Parlt             haveyoursay@bbc.co.uk                                         PD 
Given the millions (?) of pounds lost by the disruption in London today due to the State Opening of Parliament, could not this ceremony be moved to a Saturday, or to a Monday or Friday, with the day designated as a London or national holiday, either of which would also allow many more persons to view the whole of this major political occasion, instead of seeing only tv snippets at the end of the day?
27.11.08  emailed  Madrid    Francesco Frangialli   Sec Gen  UN World Tourism Orgn    PD
In associating myself with UNWTO's condolences to India's Tourism Minister on the loss of life in Mumbai on 26 November, and given that many terrorist attacks now target tourists and travellers, will UNWTO now take up my proposal, made at your conference in Madrid in January 2004, paper attached, 

to record annually the names of all civilians murdered or taken hostage in the course of travel and tourism, somewhat as Unesco, Freedom House and Reporters sans Frontieres record the names, countries and media  of journalists killed or imprisoned in the course of reporting.  Recording would be by annual printed and internet lists, physical memorials, and an effort to obtain compensation, as Libya has done, from the non-terrorist organs in whose name that, for example, Basque, Islamic and other terrorists aim at travellers and tourists?
 
And, given that so many tourist massacres are made in the name of Islam, however perverted, could not UNWTO request that compensation payments to needy widows and orphans of victims  now be offered by the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), the only faith body accredited as an intergovernmental organization to the United Nations family, and this both because such a responsibility would match the rights exercised by the 56-member OIC, for example in electing heads of UN bodies, and also because many OIC governments, in discouraging political parties, drive civilians into religious opposition, which often degenerates into extremist ideologies, and terrorism?   
 
-------

* PD  denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   Questions were asked live, emailed in advance or on the spot.
#  Denotes a 5- 14-page paper on women's advancement and democracy prepared before the meeting, and sent with a postscript of questions asked at the meeting.  The above list is complemented by 20 others, eleven earlier 100 Questions on Democracy, and nine 100 Questions on Women's Advancement.
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26.11.08    London  Mansion House briefing    Ian Luder   Lord Mayor   City of London   PD
In 2012 London will host both the Olympics and the Paralympics:  in your visits abroad in 2009, will you pay special attention to the ways in which other great cities have met the challenges and responsibilities of accessibility?  For example,  will disabled and elderly visitors to your Mansion House in future have stepfree access from the Mansion House underground station?

 

2008 has been designated Holodomor Year by Ukraine,  the 75th anniversary of the period when 6 000 000 Ukrainians were starved, or beaten, to death, not by the Russians, but by the soviets:  there are many memorials to the famine victims in cities throughout Canada, a famine first exposed by the London journalist Malcolm Muggeridge:  given the Ukrainian provenance of your grandparents, will you, when you visit Kyiv in September 2009, take some memento of London's solidarity with the victims and survivors, of what became the worst genocidal famine in European and world history?
 4.11.08    emailed           Ottawa             Jim Flaherty   Minister of Finance   Canada‏             PD
With Canada being the first country to portray a (woman) peacekeeper on your ($10) banknote, will you also be the first to have one of your 2010 Vancouver Olympic coins to feature the Olympic Truce, not only recognizing that the ancient Games were instituted as a means to enforce the prior Truce, and to respect veterans taking part in the Vancouver Paralympics, but to alert wouldbe combatants that, unlike Georgia (and Russia) who started a war on the opening day of the Beijing Olympics, they should for 2010 respect the unanimous resolution which, as for previous  Olympics, the UN General Assembly will pass in late 2009? 
27.10.08    Turin    Salone del Gusto     Mercedes Bresso  President   Piedmont Region   PD
‏
Nel prossimo Salone biennale in 2010, un anno primo del 150 anniversario del Reunificazione di Italia, sare possible di promovere i prodotti di Slow Food di 1861, prodotti che forze abbiamo dimenticato, ma adesso vale un Risorgimento?

14.10.08    London         Foreign Press briefing    Gordon Brown  Prime Minister UK              PD    
(snail-mailed)  The imbalance in the world economy seems to be based on Asian saving and Western spending:  how do you expect this imbalance to be corrected?
30. 9.08    London     Mansion House   Simon Culhane  CEO Securities & Investment Institute 
In 1993 Transparency International was set up in Berlin to counter corruption in trade and business with developing countries:  does the current world financial crisis warrant the establishment in London of a new body named Integrity International?

Date         Place          Occasion      Person Addressed, Office & Country                                      *PD  #Followup
2.10.08  London      emailed    Gordon Brown  Prime Minister  United Kingdom   PD
(sent thro No 10  e-petition site)  Will you, having lost the sight of one eye, use one or both of the following centenaries to draw attention to the great contributions made to society by the blind and visually impaired persons, including the Beijing Paralympians: the 400th anniversary on 9 December of the birth of John Milton 1608-74, who wrote Paradise Lost while blinded by glaucoma, and the 200th on 4 January of Louis Braille 1809-52?
30. 9.08  London    Mansion House  Stephen Green  Group Chair  HSBC   London  PD
At the Beijing Paralympics I made the point that China, with one fifth of the world's population, 1.3 billion individuals, has the right and responsibility to bid for every fifth Olympiad, and suggested they might put up Nanjing, Guangzhou or Chongqing as candidate cities in 2028:  but would the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation (HSBC) encourage a bid by Hong Kong or Shanghai for 2028?
24. 9.08  Jinzhou     Welcome Home   ZHANG Ning   Olympic Basketball Gold  China   PD


At the Beijing Paralympics, competitions included both wheelchair tennis and wheelchair table tennis:  has there yet been an attempt to play wheelchair badminton?  Yes, in Switzerland
17. 9.08  Beijing   Paralympics (2)  Carla Qualtrough  Pres  Canadian Paralympic Cte  PD

Toronto is the base of the excellent www.righttoplay.com foundation, set up by the  Norwegian speed skater Johann Olav Koss, to bring play and joy into the lives of disabled and disadvantaged girls and boys in over twenty countries:  do you know of any plan to bring to the Vancouver Winter Paralympics in 2010 some of these children who might most benefit from seeing Canadian Paralympians at work and play?

           28 July 2008 would have marked the 50th birthday of the cancer-stricken marathon runner Terry Fox (1958-1981):  has the Canadian Paralympic Committee prepared for children and others a book telling the stories of such disabled heroes and heroines?
17. 9.08  Beijing   Paralympics (3)   XU Jie & other China Paralympic Leaders Beijing 

           Several times we have been told that the Beijing Olympics is a once-in-a-lifetime event, but China, with a fifth of the world's people, has the right and responsibility to host every fifth Olympiad and Paralympiad:  in 2028 therefore, will you put forward as candidate another great city such as Nanjing, Guangzhou or Chongqing, and, in 2048, if you plan to practice high-altitude athletics, as in the Mexico City Olympiad of 1968, will you put forward Lhasa?

             I have several favourite Chinese sayings, the shortest one being Cooking is the art of heating, to which the English might add, And the discipline of reading, but the relevant one here is Never open a shop unless you have a smile on your face, translated now as Volunteer only if you enjoy smiling;  one of the joys of these Paralympics has been the almost universal smiles, no matter if one is greeted with Bye-Bye, or given the wrong direction Straight ahead;  Vancouver and London have significant Chinese communities:  if by 2010 and 2012 we have forgotten to smile, will you send us technical assistance missions, if not a thousand Beijing Volunteers, to help us practise such a wonderful Welcome?
 
            Meanwhile, will Beijing in future emulate London, in having bus stops, not one kilometre apart, but only a third or quarter of that distance, to facilitate travel by young parents and children, the disabled and the elderly?
Date         Place         Occasion            Person Addressed, Office & Country                     *PD  #Followup
16. 9.08  Beijing   Paralympics    Tessa Jowell   Olympics Minister  UK       PD

The public’s attention was distracted from the Beijing Games, first by Georgia and then by Russia breaking the Olympic Truce:  at a meeting  in London on 23 June 2004, I asked whether the Athens-based Truce Foundation had been successful in getting the Olympic Truce written into any national constitution, or into any international treaty, for example, as a protocol to the Red Cross Geneva Conventions .. and had a category of signatures by ministers of defence and current and former military leaders:  has the British government any plans to reinforce the regular UN resolutions mandating the observance of the Olympic Truce, so that the world’s attention is not again distracted from the 2012 London Olympics and Paralympics? 

15. 9.08  Beijing   Paralympics  (3)   Philip Craven  Pres  International Paralympic Cte   PD
For the first time in 2007, the UN resolution of 31 October on the Olympic Truce covered also the Summer Paralympic period:  sadly the Truce was violated for the whole of the Olympics in August 2008, first by Georgia, then by Russia;  yet it was obvious from our opening ceremony on 6 September that several Paralympic teams included war veterans:  given the origin of the Paralympics at Stoke Mandeville in 1948 in rehabilitating veterans, will the International Paralympic Committee or the Beijing Organizing Committee (BOCOG) gather together some of the veterans competing in Beijing, both in friendship, and in support of the Olympic Truce (to maintain which, among the warring Greek tribes, was the origin of the Games)?

At the European Health Ministers meeting in Italy in 2003, when I raised the question of making the bridges of Venice step-free in time for that most beautiful city's 1200th anniversary in 2010, it was not the wheelchair travellers (then hardly to be seen) which had prompted me, but the young mothers bumping infants down the bridges:  another group on whose behalf I have been working are the young boys finding difficulty in public toilets because there are no low urinals and, also for girls, no low basins to wash their hands and not spread disease and disability:  in the Berlin City Senate, the low urinals were labelled For the Senators of the Future: Beijing has made a remarkable effort, in the local Chinglish, to have us cherish public conveniences, but without particularly catering for children:  in the approaching Paralympics in Vancouver in 2010, London in 2012, Sochi in 2014, and Chicago, Madrid, Rio or Tokyo in 2016, might the IPC draw attention to the desirability of meeting these basic needs For the Olympians and Paralympians of the Future?

In four months  4 January 2009 will mark the 200th anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille, the Frenchman who has enabled hundreds of thousands of visually impaired persons to read, enter education, and take part in athletics;
 
in just two years, 13 September 2010 will mark the 2500th anniversary of the first ever Marathon, when a Greek soldier ran to inform the 18-year-old Athenian democracy of its victory over a Middle East tyrant, in a time longer than many wheelchair racers today;
 
in three weeks 2 October 2008 marks the 40th anniversary of the pre-Olympic shooting in Mexico City of some 200 students, deaths which may have cut short different athletic achievements, but which, coming in the year of worldwide protest in 1968, ended for ever, at least among young people in the democracies, the age of deference for deference's sake:

           how will the Paralympic and Olympic movement celebrate or commemorate these major anniversaries?

Note for the file:  I later circulated a list of some 25 anniversaries which might be observed between now and the 2012 Games in London.
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15. 9.08  Beijing   Paralympics     DENG Yaping  Deputy Director  Paralympic Village  PD
 
You have just given a most interesting description of the transformation of the Beijing Olympic Village into the Paralympic Village:  after the Paralympics, how many of the Village apartments, both in numbers and in proportion, will be sold or let to disabled people?

13. 9.08  Beijing   Paralympics     WANG Zhijun  President  Special Olympics China  PD
Just as here we are looking forward two years from the Beijing Paralympics in 2008 to the Shanghai World Expo in 2010, may I express the hope that your Life-Sunshine Home will also look forward two years, to the centennial in 2012 of the presidency of that great Chinese statesman SUN Yat-Sen, who tried so hard to enfranchise the rural population and to stop the footbinding of Chinese women (without which China today would have won only half your athletic medals) and, in paying special attention to their accessibility needs, you will highlight the great contributions which disabled women and rural people can bring to Chinese society, such as that already made by the distinguished wheelchair-bound painter, and my friend, QIN Bailan of Jinzhou in Liaoning?

 9. 9.08  Beijing   Paralympics  (2)    Cheng Kai  Deputy Mayor  Beijing    PD


 
Following your Care & Rehabilitation Expo and the Beijing Paralympics, the next major international event in China will be the 2010 World Expo in Shanghai:  how far are you planning to improve accessibility there and, just as Beijing has made accessible the Forbidden City and the Great Wall of China, are there plans to make accessible such Shanghai icons as the Bund and Pudong?  I ask this as someone who has campaigned for five years to make the Rialto and other bridges of Venice step-free for young mothers and the disabled, in time for that city's 1200th anniversary, also in 2010.
 
          At the World Women's Conference in Beijing in 1995, the official calendar, of distinguished Chinese women of history, was produced by the wheelchair-bound painter, QIN Bailan of Jinzhou in Liaoning, but I have yet to see an artist of her calibre sketching Paralympians here:  in the Accessibility Pavilion at the Shanghai World Expo, will there be outstanding artists demonstrating that many disabled persons have more to contribute to society and humankind than to receive?

8. 9.08  Beijing   Paralympics       Sebastian Coe   Chair LOCOG  London  PD
 
While we look forward to learning how the London Organizing Committee for the Olympic & Paralympic Games 2012 will emulate Athens and Beijing in making the Parthenon and the Great Wall of China accessible to the disabled, could Britain meanwhile invite Unesco to designate as a World Heritage Site the 1948 proto-Paralympic track in Stoke Mandeville, and also encourage the hospital to make the site accessible to the hundreds of Paralympic visitors in 2012 who may like to see where was started this great addition to the many sporting activities for which Britain created the modern rules a century and more ago?

31. 8.08  London   Jewelry Expo   Mark Gattrell  Chair  Goldsmiths' Design Council  UK   PD
In 2012 the London Olympics and Paralympics will provide another opportunity to observe the Olympic Truce which, in ancient Greece, led to the institution of the Games themselves, to divert the warring clans to less lethal activities:  despite the UN attempt to revive the Truce for the Games from 1992 onward, no host country has issued a medal, let alone a coin:  will you draw the attention of Council medallists and sculptors to the opportunity to make artistic history?
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27. 8.08    emailed      London                   Robert Crawford Director General Imperial War Museum  PD


Given the role which disabled war veterans played in setting up the Paralympics, and the events in which veterans still compete, and given the attempt since 1992 to revive the Olympic Truce, will the Imperial War Museum create exhibits on one or both subjects in the run-up to the 2012 London Olympics and Paralympics?

22. 8.08    emailed      London                   Mervyn King  Governor  Bank of England               PD


Beginning on 12 February 2009, the US will issue coins for the bicentenary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, as required by the Presidential $1 Coin Act of 2005, which requires the United States Mint to issue a series of four one-cent circulating coins in 2009 with reverse designs that are emblematic of the birth, formative years, professional life and Presidency of Abraham Lincoln.
Charles Darwin, also born on 12 February 1809, is already featured on your ten pound note, in a portrait adapted from a photograph of Julia Margaret Cameron:  2009 is also the 150th anniversary of The Origin of Species:  will the Bank of England issue the ten pound note next year, if not with a new design, then with a commemorative inscription?

Note for the file:  For the issue of the Bank of England Tercentenary 50 pound circulation note in 1994 I lent for the Bank's exhibition my collection of commemorative notes, and did the same with my women's banknotes for the issue of the £5 note portraying Elizabeth Fry (whose portrayal I had first suggested in a letter to the Bank in her bicentenary year of May 1980).  Lists of World Commemorative Notes and Women on Banknotes may be downloaded free from my website, as may my lists of Major Anniversaries of the Democracies 1908-2017, and Centenaries of Distinguished Women of History 2009-2030.

17. 8.08    emailed      London                   Angela Merkel  Federal Chancellor  Germany           PD


On 20 June I copied to you the following question to President Nicolas Sarkozy and Prime Minister Gordon Brown:

Before France hosts the next Council on 15-16 October, Europe will mark the 70th anniversary on 29 September 2008, the last major anniversary, while victims are still alive, of the Munich Agreement, when Britain and France appeased the nazis at the expense of Czechoslovakia, and practically made World War II inevitable:   obviously the occasion will provide an opportunity to express our regrets to, and strengthen ties with, the current leaders and citizens of the Czech and Slovak Republics,  but could not the opportunity also be taken of welcoming exiled and other opposition leaders from, say, Iran, Syria, Libya, Sudan, Zimbabwe, Burma, Cuba, Belarus and Uzbekistan to assure them that Europe will never again appease dictators?

Meanwhile could you initiate a joint apology to Prague and Bratislava by Bulgaria, (east) Germany, Hungary, Poland, Russia and Ukraine for the invasion of Czechoslovakia which began 40 years ago this Wednesday 20 August?
15. 8.08    emailed      London                   Mikheil Saakashvili  President  Georgia               PD


Apart from sending the Georgian military into South Ossetia on 8 August, the opening day of the Beijing Olympics and the Olympic Truce period, and the subsequent devastation of its capital Tskhinvali, democratic Georgia may have lost some sympathy by the sight in the centre of Gori of a statue of Stalin (and the portrayal of Josif Dzugasvili on a 500 lari gold coin of 1995), despite this tyrant being responsible for 42.6 million non-war dead, according to conservative estimates made by Rudolp Rummel in Death by Government ISBN 978-1-56000-927-6, democide by Stalin and his fellow Georgian Lavrenti Pavles dze Beria,  head of the OGPU/NKVD/MVD predecessors of the KGB, which so traumatized the Russian people that few persons over the age of 65 have tried to stem the current slide into ex-KGB-dominated authoritarianism:
(continued on following page)
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15. 8.08    emailed      London                   Mikheil Saakashvili  President  Georgia           PD (continued)

while the longterm guarantor of Georgia' democratic prosperity may be admission to the European Union, somewhat as Ireland's membership transcended five hundred years of British oppression, could not Georgia meanwhile claim some higher moral ground, beginning, say, on 9 April 2009, your 20th Day of National Unity, itself commemorating the massacre of 20 women by the soviet army in 1989, when you might consider making compensation payments for some of the crimes against humanity initiated personally by Stalin, such as to needy 80-90-year-old Ukrainian survivors of the worst genocidal famine in European history, when 6 000 000 persons were starved or beaten to death in 1932/1933;  or to needy widows and orphans of the 22 000 Polish officers shot in Katyn, Kalinin (now Tver) and Kharkiv on the orders of Stalin and Beria of 5 March 1940, compensation which would not be expected to match that of democratic Germany to nazi victims, but more like independent Montenegro's decision in 2006 to make reparations for damage to Dubrovnik after it was shelled by the Montenegrin military in 1991/92?
12. 8.08    emailed      London                   Tarja Halonen  President  Finland                    PD


Could not Finland and the OSCE Chair Finnish Foreign Minister Alexander Stubb claim the moral high ground by appealing to Russia and Georgia to respect the UN-mandated Olympic Truce, even if you do not state publicly that the 1940 Helsinki Olympics had to be postponed to 1952 as a result of the soviet invasion of Finland on 30 November 1939 instigated by the Georgian Stalin?

11. 8.08    emailed      London                   Dmitry Medvedev  President  Russia                  PD


On Russia's continuing failure to observe the Olympic Truce, have you appreciated that comparison may become inevitable with the soviet invasion of Hungary, which continued throughout the 1956 Melbourne Olympics (and the consequent flight of 200 000 Hungarians, to resettle whom I worked with the International Red Cross in 1956/1957);  that in nine days 20 August marks the 40th anniversary of the soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia;  that Russia may now forfeit the Sochi Winter Olympics in 2014, or at least revive the boycott which plagued the Moscow Olympics in 1980;  and that in a longer perspective you may further delay Western appreciation that it was primarily the sacrifice of 20 000 000 Russian lives, despite the Georgian Stalin's dictatorship, which defeated nazism in World War II?
 8. 8.08    emailed      London                   Mikheil Saakashvili  President  Georgia              PD

                                                                     Dmitry Medvedev  President  Russia


As someone who has been promoting the Olympic Truce since 1968, then through correspondence with IOC President Avery Brundage and US Vice-President Hubert Humphrey, suggesting a halt to fighting in Vietnam during the Mexico City Olympics, may I appeal to you to respect the UN General Assembly Resolution of 31 October 2007, sponsored by 182 countries including Georgia and Russia, and take the initiative to cease hostilities between 8 and 24 August during the Beijing Olympics, hostilities which otherwise may serve as a distraction, from the efforts of the world's young people, unparalleled since the terrorist murder of athletes at the Munich Olympics in 1972?

 7. 8.08    emailed      London (2)       Barack Obama  Democrat Presidential Candidate-Designate   PD

(sent through www.BarackObama.com/issues)   5 November 2008, the day after the presidential election, marks the fifth anniversary of the photos of abused and dead prisoners in Abu Ghraib, while 24 June 2009 marks the 150th anniversary of the battle of Solferino in northern Italy which led Henri Dunant to found the Red Cross and the subsequent Geneva Conventions:  will you use either or both anniversaries to pledge that never again will the United States condone or perpetrate torture?  


And will you instigate measures to compensate torture victims somewhat, say, as President Reagan's Civil Liberties Act, whose 20th anniversary we celebrate on 10 August 2008, compensated Japanese and Japanese-Americans interned during World War II, both to help rehabilitate the victims and, in the words of the 1988 Act, to make more credible and sincere any declaration of concern by the United States over violations of human rights committed by other nations?
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24. 7.08    London       Motor Show               Richard Parry-Jones  Professor of Car Engineering     PD


On your introductory words on global warming, may I draw attention to the excellent article in The New York Review of Books for 8 June 2008 by the scientist Freeman Dyson where, not disputing the facts, he thinks the costs of combating it, especially those adopted by the British government from the Stern Report, as far too excessive.  At the Hokkaido G8 summit, journalists were shown a variety of electric, hybrid and other fuel-economy cars, including the Mazda Hydrogen Rotary Engine, for which Norway will set up a chain of hydrogen stations along the 580 km road from Oslo to Stavanger:  do you consider this a one-off project, or will a British entrepreneur set up such a chain along the M25 motorway around London, the M1 to the North, or the M62 across the Pennines?
9. 7.08   Hokkaido     G8 summit  (2)           Yasuo Fukuda  Prime Minister  Japan   PD    G8 2008

        In congratulating you on inviting Australia to Hokkaido, the first in 34 summits attended by this potential G8 member, may I hope you will soon follow this with the de-ossification of the UN Security Council which could come about if three or more of the five democracies, which by virtue of their financial contributions and/or population size, namely Japan, Germany, Italy, Brazil and India, were to simultaneously give one year’s notice, as Indonesia did in the 1960s, of your intention to withdraw from the UN, an announcement which, as long as you remain solid, would knock heads together, and give you permanent veto seats on the Security Council which all five of you deserve, certainly as much as France and China in 1945, and Russia in 1991?

            While this has been described as an eco-summit, and we have seen many fuel-saving innovations, would not Japan save even more energy if, as the other industrialized members of the G8, Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy and the US do between March and October, Japan advanced your clocks by one hour which, this year, would have enabled us to see the scenic beauty of Hokkaido in longer evening daylight?
8. 7.08    Hokkaido        G8 summit  (2)     Silvio Berlusconi  Prime Minister  Italy            PD    G8 2008

            The G8 meeting in Hokkaido is the first in 34 summits to which Australia has been invited: given that some 850 000 Australians claim at least partial Italian descent, will you maintain this invitation to the G8 summit in Sardinia in July 2009?

              24 June 2009 marks an important milestone on the way to the 150th anniversary of Italian reunification in 2011, the battle of Solferino, which inspired Henri Dunant to found the International Red Cross and the subsequent Geneva Conventions: will you invite G8 ministers of health to visit this battlefield south of Lake Garda, as symbolic of the increasing attention given to health and peacebuilding at G8 meetings?

8. 7.08   Hokkaido         G8 summit (2)    Stephen Harper  Prime Minister  Canada           PD    G8 2008

            Canada's presidency of the G8 in 2010 will be marked by at least two major anniversaries:  the second, on 13 September 2010, is the 2500th anniversary of the first Marathon, a run to inform the young Athenian democracy of victory: will Canada encourage similar runs for democracy on this 2500th anniversary?

          Later this month, on 28 July 2008, the cancer-stricken marathon runner Terry Fox would have reached his 50th birthday, on the same date that, sixty years ago, the proto-Paralympics were held for war veterans at Stoke Mandeville hospital in England:  in March 2010 Vancouver will host the Winter Paralympics: will Canada use the next 21 months to highlight the great contributions made by disabled citizens to Canadian and other G8 societies?
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8. 7.08    Hokkaido       G8 summit                 Gordon Brown  Prime Minister UK              PD    G8 2008

           When we were both in India in January 2007, you to promote British business, I to promote (successfully) the nomination of an able woman as the next President of India, I emailed you in the hope that, at the forthcoming G8 summit in Heiligendamm, Britain would insist on democratic India being upgraded to firstclass G8 membership, a challenge which Tony Blair had missed both in Birmingham in 1998 and Gleneagles in 2005:  in 2010 another Commonwealth country, Canada, will host the G8: will you combine forces to upgrade India, and so double to two billion persons the number of the world's citizens represented at G8 meetings?
8. 7.08    Hokkaido   G8 summit   (2)   Kazuo Kodama  Press Sec  Foreign Affairs  Japan    PD  G8 2008

            When I last visited Hokkaido, in October 1985, I took the train out east to Nemuro to obtain a sense of place of the Northern (Kuril) Island Territories, and see, even with only a worm's-eye view, what was holding up the final peace treaty of World War II, a war I had lived through:  three years later, at the Toronto G8 summit in 1988, the provincial authorities offered journalists a flight up north to see the Great Lakes engineering works: will you offer journalists attending this summit a helicopter or other flight near the Northern Territories to obtain a better sense of what has delayed a peace treaty with Russia these last 63 years?

            On a question raised bilaterally, at least with the United States:  it is nearly six years since November 2002 when North Korea acknowledged its abductions of Japanese citizens:  another indication of North Korean ruthlessness was the bombing in Rangoon of the South Korean cabinet, in which four ministers were killed, an act carried out by Room 35, directed personally by the now Dear Leader Kim Jong Il: the 25th anniversary of this atrocity falls later this year on 19 October:  may I suggest that Japan watch out whether any acknowledgement or apology is forthcoming to, say, the new South Korean UN Secretary General, only five days before UN Day on 24 October, as an indication whether North Korea really is turning over a new leaf and so may yet give more complete information on the still missing Japanese citizens?

8. 7.08     Hokkaido     G8 summit              Nicolas Sarkozy  President  France   PD    G8 2008

            On 4 January 2009 the world will celebrate the bicentennial of the birth of Louis Braille:  is France marking this anniversary with a programme helping blind African girls and boys to read, and otherwise helping make the final push to eradicate river blindness in Africa?

 2. 7.08    London Visit USA Association  Helen Marano  Tourism Director  Dept Commerce USA   PD       


12 February 2009 marks the bicentennial of the birth of one of the great statespersons of world history, Abraham Lincoln:  do you use such anniversaries to target potential travellers, in this case, Afro-Britons? 
20. 6.08  Brussels     European Council        Nicolas Sarkozy  President  France          PD EU35

Before France hosts the next Council on 15-16 October, Europe will mark the 70th anniversary on 29 September 2008, the last major anniversary while victims are still alive, of the Munich Agreement, when Britain and France appeased the nazis at the expense of Czechoslovakia, and practically made World War II inevitable:  obviously the occasion will provide an opportunity to express our regrets to, and strengthen ties with, the current leaders and citizens of the Czech and Slovak Republics, but could not the opportunity also be taken of welcoming exiled and other opposition leaders from, say, Iran, Syria, Libya, Sudan, Zimbabwe, Burma, Cuba, Belarus and Uzbekistan to assure them that Europe will never again appease dictators? 
Date         Place             Occasion                       Person Addressed, Office & Country                       *PD  #Followup
19. 6.08   Brussels     European Council   Hans-Gert Poettering  Pres  European Parliament    PD  EU35 

The presence in Brussels today of the Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko reminds me that last November you may have been the only European leader of note to appreciate the enormity of the genocidal famine in 1932-1933 when some 6 000 000 Ukrainians were starved, or beaten, to death:  2008, the 75th anniversary, has now been designated Holodomor Year, providing us with the opportunity of listening to the voices of the 80-90-year-old famine survivors:  can the European Parliament invite to Strasbourg or Brussels some of these survivors and their families, as a pledge that such a genocide or famine will never recur among the democracies of Europe?
19. 6.08  Brussels   European Council     Karel Schwarzenberg  Foreign Minister  Czech Rep  PD EU35

In August 1967 a friend of mine, Charles Jordan, was murdered and dumped in the River Vltava in Prague:  in 1924 Giacomo Matteotti was similarly murdered by fascist blackshirts in Rome, but now there is a gleaming monument on the River Tiber where the politician was abducted:  7 February 2008 marked the centenary of the birth of Charles Jordan who, as much as anyone, facilitated the emigration of Jews and others from communist Czechoslovakia and Eastern Europe:  how is Prague honouring this Father of Refugees, an honour which would also highlight Czechoslovakia's hitherto unsung generosity in acting as a transit point for the emigration by 1948 to the nascent state of Israel, in this its 60th anniversary year, of 250 000 Jews from central and eastern Europe?

19. 6.08  Brussels     European Council  (2)     Ferenc Gyurcsany  Prime Minister  Hungary   PD   EU35 

As someone who flew to Vienna in 1956 to volunteer my services to the International Red Cross in their resettlement of 200 000 Hungarians fleeing communism, I was moved to learn that this June, on the 50th anniversary of the soviet execution of Imre Nagy and Pal Maleter, Hungary broadcast daily excerpts from their trial:  next year, on 10 September 2009, we will mark the 20th anniversary of a happier occasion, when Hungary opened its border to East Germans fleeing communism, the first physical breach of the Iron Curtain and the collapse of soviet totalitarianism:  it may still be too early to expect the Russian government to offer financial compensation to the surviving dependents of those the soviets murdered fifty years ago, but 2009 is not too soon for the new non-governmental Russian billionaires to thank Hungary for opening the way to their personal fortunes:  in September 2009 therefore will you invite them to Budapest for such a purpose, and perhaps ask Roman Abramovich to bring over the Chelsea football team, to play a free match in your Ferenc Puskas stadium, so simultaneous honouring the great Hungarian footballer whom the soviets forced into exile in 1956?

While I never had the pleasure of meeting Ferenc Puskas, for the past forty years I have been the friend of another great Hungarian, the graphic artist Arnold Gross, now nearly 80:  apparently since 1956 not one of his paintings or engravings have been bought or exhibited by the state, whereas in Japan he would be regarded as a Living National Treasure, or in Britain inducted into the Order of Merit:  Hungary has honoured other modern, non-socialist-realist, artists such as the ceramicist Margit Kovacs (whom I also met) both with a museum and a coin: will you also honour Arnold Gross while he is still alive, so that current Hungarian art students will become better acquainted with and emulate the talents of perhaps the first artist in five hundred years to paint modern equivalents of Bosch's Garden of Earthly Delights? 

11. 6.08    London       GC Expo                  David Frost  Keynote Speaker  GCexpo Earls Court 

Do you sometimes wish that you had not changed from being a critic of the Establishment to becoming part of it, or is this inevitable in middle age?

10. 6.08    London       Walk Austria             Peter Habeler  world mountaineer  ski instructor      PD

We know much about what the late Edmund Hillary did for the Sherpas and other mountain villagers of Nepal:  where can we learn of similar contributions made by Austrian climbers?
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19.  5.08  Kyiv        EBRD Meeting          Viktor Yushchenko President Ukraine 

May I first congratulate you on designating this 75th anniversary year of 2008 as Holodomor Year, so as to honour the victims of the 1932/1933 genocidal famine who are still alive:  in May 2007 I visited the only Holodomor memorial in Kharkiv, till 1936 the soviet capital of Ukraine, a memorial which had been vandalized and is now restored, and met the citizens group, led by Vassiliy Treteckiy, who is trying to have similarly simple memorials erected in the hundreds, if not thousands, of villages where 6 000 000 Ukrainians were starved, or beaten, to death by the soviets, simply for being Ukrainian: 
       since 2004 I have raised this tragedy in various European and other forums, both to honour the victims, and to alert public opinion to the similar genocidal famine, which has so far led to 300 000 deaths, in Darfur: thus in addition to the national memorial now being planned, may I ask you to help with the village memorials, and perhaps to invite a hundred mothers and children from Darfur for rest and recuperation in the health resorts of your Crimea?
19.  5.08  Kyiv   EBRD Meeting    Aleksander Kwasniewski   ex-President  Poland        PD      EB-08 

In the announcement of your Jacques de Larosiere Lecture, it is said that through your philosophy of facing the future by confronting the past, you have engineered pragmatic solutions to reconcile many communities in the complex societies of Eastern Europe:  last May, in Kharkiv in the Eastern Ukraine, I visited the memorial where some 4000 named Polish officers [out of a total of 30 000] are buried, murdered in 1940 by the KGB:  few of their widows may be alive, but there may be a number of orphans, some in their 70s and 80s, who have fallen on hard times:  Russia has assumed many of the privileges of the Soviet Union, such as a permanent seat on the UN Security Council, and its standing as a nuclear power:  Russia now has a $100 billion Stabilization Fund and a new, non-KGB president:  do you see a pragmatic solution as to how Russia might accept soviet responsibilities, and back up its earlier apology for this war crime, with financial compensation for the survivors of your brave Polish officers?
19.  5.08  Kyiv    EBRD Meeting  (2)   Thomas Mirow  Incoming EBRD President  PD  EB-08

Before putting two questions to the incoming President of the European Bank, may I first congratulate the departing Jean Lemierre on his achievements over the past eight years, in particular for investing in his position as EBRD President a moral and intellectual authority worthy of such predecessors from France, if not going back to Joan of Arc, then of such great Europeans as Albert Thomas, Jean Monnet, Robert Schumann, Jacques Delors and Jacques de Larosiere, a moral and intellectual authority which does Europe proud and makes us proud of being Europeans:


On Turkey's application to become a country of EBRD operations:  in at least the past two years we writers have been taken to see social projects supported by the Bank, three days ago to a Ukrainian orphanage: 2008 marks the centenary of the Christian Blind Mission begun by your compatriot, the German pastor Ernst Christoffel, in 1908 in Malatia Turkey: if you choose a social project to visit in 2009, which also marks the birth bicentenary of Louis Braille who has helped millions of people to read, then may I hope it will be to a project demonstrating the contribution which blind people, or the partially sighted like the British Prime Minister Gordon Brown, make to modern society and to modern economies?


2009 is also the centenary of another remarkable German initiative, the foundation in Altena in July 1909 by the schoolteacher Richard Schirrmann of what was to become the worldwide youth hostelling movement:  in 2012 tens or even hundreds of thousands of young people will come to Ukraine and Poland for the European football cup:  among the infrastructure improvements the EBRD is helping make for that occasion, may I ask you to undertake a special effort to help build accommodation for the hostelling movement, which even today is one run essentially by volunteers?

19.  5.08  Kyiv    EBRD Meeting      D Shehu Dep Minister of Finance Albania PD  EB-08

At the British Travel Trade Fairs and on other occasions, Northern Ireland and the Republic present themselves as one destination: does Albania cooperate similarly with Kosova, and even Macedonia?

19.  5.08  Kyiv   EBRD Meeting  Namdag Battsereg Vice Min Finance Mongolia PD  EB-08 

In October 1976, when I visited Ulan Bator, I had to fly from Japan to Europe via Khabarovsk, Irkutsk and Moscow:  can I now fly without Russian stopovers, and how soon will Mongolia emulate Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine by abolishing visas?
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26.11.08    London     Mansion House briefing   Ian Luder Lord Mayor City of London                  PD

 4.11.08    emailed    Ottawa                   Jim Flaherty  Minister of Finance  Canada‏            PD

27.10.08    Turin      Salone del Gusto         Mercedes Bresso  President  Piedmont Region  Italy   PD

14.10.08    London     Foreign Press briefing   Gordon Brown  Prime Minister  Britain                PD 

30. 9.08    London     Mansion House            Simon Culhane  CEO Securities & Investment Institute PD 

30. 9.08    London     Mansion House (2)        Stephen Green  Group Chair  HSBC  London             PD Beijing

24. 9.08    Jinzhou    Welcome Home             ZHANG Ning   Olympic Basketball Gold  China          PD
17. 9.08    Beijing    Paralympics (2)          Carla Qualtrough  Pres Canadian Paralympic Cte       PD

17. 9.08    Beijing    Paralympics (3)          XU Jie & China Paralympic Leaders Beijing            PD
16. 9.08    Beijing    Paralympics              Tessa Jowell   Olympics Minister  UK                 PD

16. 9.08    Beijing    Paralympics              LIU Qi  President Beijing Organizers (BOCOG)         PD
15. 9.08    Beijing    Paralympics (3)          Philip Craven Pres  Int’l Paralympic Cte             PD Beijing 

15. 9.08    Beijing    Paralympics              DENG Yaping  Dep Director Paralympic Village         PD

14. 9.08    Beijing    Paralympics              Women's Sitting Volleyball Medallists                PD Beijing

13. 9.08    Beijing    Paralympics              WANG Zhijun  President  Special Olympics China       PD

 9. 9.08    Beijing    Paralympics  (2)         Cheng Kai  Deputy Mayor  Beijing                     PD
 8. 9.08    Beijing    Paralympics  (2)         Sebastian Coe   Chair LOCOG  London                  PD Beijing
31. 8.08    London     Jewelry Expo             Mark Gattrell Chair Goldsmiths' Design Council       PD

15. 8.08    emailed    London                   Mikheil Saakashvili  President  Georgia              PD

12. 8.08    emailed    London                   Tarja Halonen  President  Finland                    PD

11. 8.08    emailed    London                   Dmitry Medvedev  President  Russia                   PD

 8. 8.08    emailed    London                   Mikheil Saakashvili  President  Georgia              PD

                                                  Dmitry Medvedev  President  Russia    

 7. 8.08    emailed    London (2)               Barack Obama Democrat Pres Candidate-Designate       PD

24. 7.08    London     Motor Show               Richard Parry-Jones  Professor of Car Engineering    PD

 9. 7.08    Hokkaido   G8 summit  (2)           Yasuo Fukuda  Prime Minister Japan                   PD  G8 2008

 8. 7.08        "       "   "     (2)           Silvio Berlusconi  Prime Minister  Italy             PD  G8 2008

    "           "       "   "     (2)           Stephen Harper  Prime Minister  Canada               PD  G8 2008

    "           "       "   "                   Gordon Brown  Prime Minister  U K                    PD  G8 2008  

    "           "       "   "     (2)           Kazuo Kodama  Press Secretary  Foreign Affairs Japan PD  G8 2008

    "           "       "   "                   Nicolas Sarkozy  President  France             

 2. 7.08    London     Visit USA Association    Helen Marano  Tourism Director  Dept of Commerce USA PD       

20. 6.08    Brussels   European Council         Nicolas Sarkozy  President  France                   PD  EU35

                                                   Gordon Brown  Prime Minister United Kingdom

19. 6.08       "          "        "            Hans-Gert Poettering  President  European Parliament PD  EU35

               "          "        "            Karel Schwarzenberg  Foreign Minister  Czech Rep     PD  EU35

               "          "        "   (2)      Ferenc Gyurcsany  Prime Minister  Hungary            PD  EU35

11. 6.08    London     GC Expo                  David Frost  Keynote Speaker  GCexpo Earls Court 

10. 6.08    London     Walk Austria             Peter Habeler  world mountaineer  ski instructor     PD

19. 5.08    Kyiv       EBRD Meeting             Viktor Yushchenko President Ukraine                  PD  EB-08 

    "        "          "      "                Aleksander Kwasniewski   ex-President Poland         PD  EB-08 

    "        "          "      “                Thomas Mirow  Incoming EBRD President                PD  EB-08

    "        "          "      “                D Shehu Deputy Minister of Finance Albania           PD  EB-08 

    "        "          "      "                Namdag Battsereg Vice Min Finance  Mongolia          PD  EB-08 
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