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G20 Summit Paper 2    Toronto   26-27 June 2010    @ Raymond Lloyd

At the last G8 summit in Canada in June 2002, one apparently had to go through a dozen road blocks to reach the Rocky Mountain redoubt of Kananaskis, from which no G8 leader appeared to take questions at the Calgary media centre, to which all but 200 of the 1700 journalists were confined.  I therefore emailed the G8 leaders naming eight difficult-to-reach islands on which to hold future summits, and from which video links could be made to G8 capitals, thus saving interested media  hundreds of thousands of dollars. In fact, though meetings did not take place on Miquelon, St Kilda or Helgoland, it nevertheless took patience and some ingenuity to reach Evian, Gleneagles and Heiligendamm.

For the Group of Eight (G8) summit in Muskoka and the Group of Twenty (G20) summit in Toronto, I have decided to follow my own advice, not to take up my media accreditation, and instead email my usual advance research paper, and subsequent questions, to the G8 and G20 leaders concerned.   I similarly did not attend the G7 summit in Houston, but their Political Declaration of 10 July 1990  took up my proposal to designate the 1990s a Decade of Democracy, as published in the Freedom House Review.

In this paper I provide my survey of Women's Advancement, Political Rights and Civil Liberties, based on the2009 evaluations of http://www.freedomhouse.org.   Freedom House gives each country a rating of 1 to 7 for both Political Rights (PR) and Civil Liberties (CL), where 1 represents the highest level of freedom, and 7 the lowest, to which, since 1989, I have provided similar ratings for Women's Advancement (WA).  Here I have extracted the ratings for the G20 national governments invited to Canada, beginning with the G8 permanent members, and followed by the eight outreach guest countries:
Country  WA PR CL    Country  WA PR CL    Country     WA PR CL    Country       WA PR CL   Country  WA PR CL
Canada    1  1  1    Germany   1  1  1    Japan        3  1  2    United Kingdom 2  1  1   U S A     2  1  1

France    3  1  1    Italy     3  1  2    Russia       5  6  5    (UK: Wales)    1  1  1
Argentina 3  2  2    China     5  7  6    Korea        4  1  2    Saudi Arabia   6  7  6   Turkey    3  3+ 3
Australia 2  1  1    India     3  2  3    Mexico       4  2  3    South Africa   3  2  2 
Brazil    3  2  2    Indonesia 4  2  3    Netherlands  2  1  1    Spain          2  1  1
Algeria   4  6  5    Colombia  3  3  4    Ethiopia     6  5  5    Jamaica        2  2  3   Senegal   3  3  3

                     Haiti     5  4+ 5+   Malawi       4  3+ 4    Nigeria        5  5- 4                      

Yet even the Canada summits do not include the populous democracies of Bangladesh and Nigeria.  Also, there are onlly 3 woman heads of government among the G20 members, those of Argentina, Australia and Germany.  The opportunity was missed to invite women heads of governments of, say, Bangladesh, Costa Rica, Liberia, Philippines, and Trinidad & Tobago, let alone those of Croatia, Finland, Iceland, Lithuania and Switzerland.

Meanwhile I have updated my proposal for an Atlantic Rim Partnership (A), to link the new democracies of Africa, of South, Central and North America, and of Europe in a new association committed to peace, democracy, security and democracy.  Finally I attach 
163rd monthly issue of The Parity Democrat, with 50 anniversaries for enhancing democracy and women's advancement in July 2010 (C)
Annexes:

A.   An Atlantic Rimm partnership for peace democracy, security and prosperity                                    2 pp
B.  "The Parity Democrat"   ISSN 1367-6946:   Vol 14  No 7 for July 2010                                            2 pp

C.  Questions on Democracy & Women's Advancement in Canada                                                        2 pp
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25 June 2010        @ Raymond Lloyd

The end of the Cold War, and its hot war proxies, has loosened up such trading and security blocs as the OECD and NATO, but without always creating the new alliances necessary to meet the challenges of the new century.  One particular challenge is that of finding a partnership with the new democracies of Africa, independent of the European aid conventions which grouped together all former colonies, however repressive their regimes.  A new beginning might be made with an Atlantic Rim Partnership, drawing on the trading experience of the Pacific Rim and Indian Ocean Rim alliances, but now also based on shared democratic, and even religious and cultural, ideals.  


For over three centuries, from the early 1500s to the mid 1800s, the Atlantic Rim constituted the world's most important trading bloc, with metals and textiles going to Atlantic Africa, human cargoes being transported to the plantations of the Atlantic Americas - 15 million slaves alive, 3 million dead - and sugar, rice, coffee, tobacco and cotton coming to Atlantic Europe.  Also, for a critical period in the mid twentieth century the Atlantic formed the oceanic lifeline of European democracy, with many troops coming from North America, and also from Brazil and South Africa, the West Indies and the African colonies, to fight for Europe's freedom.  


The whole rich North Atlantic should now develop a free trade area with the new democracies of Africa, and with the black and aboriginal peoples of the Americas, and offer security arrangements, such as partnership-for-peace programs, to help protect their freedoms.  In the last few years we have seen how fragile have been would-be democracies in the Congo and Gambia, in Haiti and Venezuela.  Too often our reaction, where not one of indifference, has been of an adhoc curative nature, rather than a longterm constructive approach.  The situation became particularly tragic in the 1990s in Sierra Leone, created as a slave rehabilitation state, and in Liberia, founded as an independent republic in 1847.


The first country to abolish the Atlantic slave trade was Denmark, by decree on 16 May 1792 and fully effective by 16 May 1802.  Britain, after transporting 2.8 million blacks, abolished the slave trade on 25 March 1807.  Yet in 1816, 1823 and 1831 the British still savagely repressed their fellow Christians seeking freedom from slavery, in Barbados, Guyana and Jamaica.  And, with the current concern for child labour, it was the British who put slave girls to work at age six.  Slavery itself was abolished throughout the British Empire in 1838, but the movement continued for at least another fifty years, till Brazil, the recipient of 4.2 million Africans, abolished slavery in 1888.  But the involvement of most of the great European powers is evidenced by the fact that Dutch, English, French, Spanish and Portuguese (though no longer Danish and Swedish) are all official languages on the Atlantic coasts of both Africa and the Americas.  

Several Atlantic cities, from Nantes to Liverpool, Bristol to Charleston, have held exhibitions or created museums dedicated to an erstwhile prosperity based on the slave trade, and there is even a movement for black reparations.  In June 1997 the US President pondered publicly on making an apology for slavery, but offered no restitution comparable to the $20 000 per person paid to all Japanese Americans sent to concentration camps during World War II, or the $60 billion paid by Germany to compensate for the nazi holocaust.  


In the 30 June 1997 issue of Time magazine, it was calculated by Jack E White, the grandson of a slave, that the 244 years of unpaid labour between 1619 and 1863 by ten million slaves, at 25 cents a day, doubled for pain and suffering, would come to $444 billion which, compounded at 3% interest over the 134 years since emancipation, would amount to some $24 000 000 000 000 !  In the 1830s, of course, it was the slave-owners who received £20 million compensation from the British Parliament, not the slaves.


In recent years, as long as African dictators bought golden bedsteads or crowned themselves emperor, and as long as an apartheid South Africa tracked the soviet navy, we could postpone our moral debt to the African people.  But just as, in the nineteenth century, abolition went hand in hand with the extension of the franchise within a country, so now, with the beginnings of democracy in Africa, we will realize that political rights and civil liberties are interdependent with the prosperity and security of all free peoples.  Also, Africans are now articulating their own responsibility for the slave trade, as in the 2000 epic film Andanggaman, by Ivory Coast director Roger Gnoan M’Bala.  

 Here I have drawn up a list of some 85 states and territories which, when democracies, would be eligible to become members or associate members of an Atlantic Rim Democratic & Economic Partnership:

Possible Members of an Atlantic Rim Partnership

as rated for Political Rights (PR) and Civil Liberties (CL) in 2009 by Freedom House

Where 1 represents the highest degree of freedom and 7 the lowest, 

and + & - showing changes since 2005
* inland countries dependent on Atlantic outlets

NATO Democracies      PR CL       African Democracies  PR CL          Caricom Democracies PR CL  

Belgium               1  1        Benin                2  2           Antigua & Barbuda    3- 2  

Canada                1  1       *Botswana             3- 2           Bahamas              1  1  

Denmark               1  1        Cape Verde           1  1           Barbados             1  1  

France                1  1        Ghana                1  2           Belize               1  2  

Germany               1  1        Malawi               3+ 4           Dominica             1  1  

Iceland               1  1       =Mali                 2  3-          Grenada              1  2  

Italy                 1  2-       Namibia              2  2           Guyana               2  3- 

Luxembourg            1  1        Senegal              3- 3           Jamaica              2  3  

Netherlands           1  1        Sierra  Leone        3+ 3           St Kitts Nevis       1  1  

  Aruba               1  2        Sao Tome & Principe  2  2           Saint Lucia          1  1  

  Neths Antilles      2  1        South Africa         2- 2           St Vincent           2  1  

Norway                1  1                                            Suriname             2  2  

Portugal              1  1        Other AU Atlantic Members           Trinidad & Tobago    2+ 2  

Spain                 1  1                                                                       

United Kingdom        1  1        Angola               6  5           OAS Atlantic Democracies
  Anguilla            2  1       *Burkina faso         5  3                                                               

  Bermuda             1  1        Cote d’Ivoire        6  5+          Argentina            2  2  

  Br Virgin Islands   1  1        Cameroon             6  6           Brazil               2  2  

  Caymans             2  1        Central African Rep  5  5-          Colombia             3  4- 

  Falklands           2  1        Congo Brazzaville    6- 5           Costa Rica           1  1  

  Montserrat          1  1        Congo Dem Rep        6  6           Dominican Republic   2  2  

  St Helena           2  1        Guinea Bissau        4- 4           Guatemala            4- 4  

  Turks & Caicos      1  1        Equatorial Guinea    7  7-          Haiti                4+ 5+ 

United States         1  1        Gabon                6  5-          Mexico               2  3-

  Puerto Rico         1  1+       Gambia               6  5-                                                      
                                  Guinea               7- 6-          Nicaragua            4- 4- 

Other EU Atlantic                 Mauretania           6  5-          Panama               1  2  

                                  Morocco              5  4          *Paraguay             3  3  

Ireland               1  1        Mozambique           4- 3+          

Poland                1  1        Niger                5- 4-          Other Slave Recipients 

Sweden                1  1        Nigeria              5- 4           Cuba                 7  6+

                                  Togo                 5+ 4+          Honduras             4- 4-

                                  Madagascar           6- 4-          Venezuela            5- 4


Because of its potential size, the Partnership could have as its nucleus a new Group of Five, comprising the most populous Atlantic democracies or democratic groupings, namely Brazil, Nigeria, South Africa, the United States and the European Union, supported by a rotating council of two or three members from each of Africa, the Caribbean, Europe and Latin America.  


Perhaps this challenge will be taken up by President Barack Obama, who has lived in the Pacific Rim, in Indonesia and Hawaii, and whose parents come from the Atlantic Rim, the US and Africa.  It would be good if such advancement was pledged to persons of African and aboriginal descent in all countries of the Atlantic.
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                                                        Introduction

In this 163rd monthly issue of The Parity Democrat, I highlight the July 2010 dates from three of my anniversary lists: 30 of the Democracies, 14 Women's Centenaries, and 6 new Birthdays of Distinguished Living Women.  The attachment of the month is the paper prepared for the Annual Meeting of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) held in Zagreb in mid May 2010.


Before leaving for Croatia, I visited two favourite cultural venues in London.  The first was the EU 12 Star Gallery, with the Antifascistas exhibition run by Cultural Diplomacy Officer, Jeremy.O'Sullivan@ec.europa.eu, which told the story of the 2,500 volunteers from the British Isles who joined the International Brigades to defend democracy during the Spanish Civil War of 1936-39. The second was the Italian Cultural Institute, which exhibited the work of Luigi Sturzo (1871-1959), the Italian priest and statesman exiled in London from the fascist regime between 1924 and 1940.


Then on 8 May I attended VE DAY 65 at the Cenotaph in London, to express appreciation to the veterans whose fight for freedom in Europe ended on 8 May 1945.  On the way I passed through the Embankment Gardens to photograph Tulips in London, unusual in being set in different colour flower beds.  On the way to Zagreb, I stopped at the Ljubljana Botanic Garden, celebrating its 200th anniversary under Director Joze.Bavcon@guest.arnes.si.   I had met Joze at the World Travel Market in London in November 2009, where I found someone who shared my love of snowdrops.  May was too late for snowdrops, but there was a lovely display of peonies.  And on my way back I toured Ljubljana City and the buildings of the eclectic Slovenian architect Joze Plecnik (1872-1957), with the help of Petra.Stusek@visitljubljana.si, another friend from November 2009.


In Zagreb itself I was rushed off my feet for the three days of the EBRD meetings, but happily they were held in several museums and other baroque buildings throughout the capital.  Back in London I spent most of the next ten days resting my twisted left knee, but sallying forth to see the London AIU Fashion show, by students of the American Intercontinental University, at One Marylebone, the old Holy Trinity Church built in the 1820s by John Soane.  Among the many eye-provoking designs, I was especially amused by the mini-burkas of the Middle Eastern graduates.


The last four days of May were spent in North Yorkshire with my friends Julie Lord, her son Max, and her parents Joyce and Harold.  I met Julie in Rome in 1982, when she volunteered to help research my Women’s Centenaries list (see overleaf).  Except for a five-year gap from 2005 to late 2009, I have come up frequently to see my friends, on the last three occasions travelling by Megabus Plus, with the first half of the journey by train from St Pancras to East Midlands Parkway.  In their wonderful Raskelf Garden, I am always transfixed in summer by their photogenic 150-year-old copper beech tree, and in May there were still a few blooming peonies. 


The main reason for coming north in May was to cover the Paralympic World Cup, across the Pennines in Manchester.  Here, despite the rain, I also managed to visit the Rylands Library, a handsome Victorian Gothic building founded in the late 1890s by Enriqueta Rylands (1843-1908) in memory of her husband John.  I visited in order to see the millennial exhibit of the Shahnama by the Persian poet Ferdowsi (940-1020), the world’s longest poem, with its 60 000 verses, and of great importance to the world’s remaining 200 000 Zoroastrians (Parsees).  That same day we visited Rochdale town hall, with its external spiral staircase, and the town where the modern Cooperative movement was founded in 1844.  The next day we visited the 1860s  Brodsworth Hall and Gardens,  and then caught a glance in Boston Spa of the British Library’s Legal Depositary for Serials, whence The Parity Democrat has been available since January 1997.  On the last day we paid a visit to Knaresborough Castle, with its lovely views over the River Nidd, and its old market square. 
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ANNIVERSARIES of the DEMOCRACIES

extract from the writer's  "3000 Target Dates for Enhancing Democracy  1988-2020", including 227 for 2010
Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary
Tue  6 Jul  London            Britain              150  Cadet Forces, now with 131 000 cadets & 25 000 adult volunteers

Tue  6 Jul  Takster  Tibet    World                 75  14th Dalai Lama  Nobel Peace laureate, born in 1935

Wed  7 Jul  Kalischt Czech    Austria              150  Gustav Mahler  1860-1911  composer conductor  born 

Sat 10 Jul  Muelenen  Thun    Switzerland          100  Niesen funicular to Bernese Oberland becomes operational   

Sat 10 Jul  Houston           USA / Group of Seven  20  G7 designate 1990s a Decade of Democracy (proposed by writer) 

Sun 11 Jul  Ljubljana         Slovenia             200  Botanical gardens    
Tue 13 Jul  London etc        World                 25  Live Aid concerts raise funds for African development

Sun 18 Jul  UN / South Africa World                  1  UN Nelson Mandela International Day, on his 92nd birthday

Tue 20 Jul  Bogota            Colombia             200  Independence
Wed 21 Jul  Colombo          Sri Lanka             50  Sirimavo Bandaranaike  world's first woman Prime Minister
Sat 24 Jul  Ivancice          Czech Republic       150  Alphonse Mucha  1860-1939  graphic artist  painter  born
Fri 30 Jul  Montevideo        Uruguay               80  Uruguay beat Argentina 4-2 in first world football cup

Fri 30 Jul  London            Britain               75  Penguin Books launched by Allen Lane in 1935

Fri 30 Jul  Port Vila         Vanuatu               30  New Hebrides gains independence as Vanuatu
       Jul  St Moritz         Switzerland          100  Bernina Railway to Tirano opens     

            Ribe              Denmark             1300  Foundation in 710             
            Bassano d Grappa  Italy                500  Jacopo da Bassano  1510-92  painter  born

            Venice            Italy                400  San Giorgio Maggiore church completed by Palladio
            St-Imier          Switzerland          150  Edouard Heuer founds TAG Heuer watches 

            Brussels          Belgium              100  US/Greek confectioner Leonidas Kestikides makes chocolate

Occasions for Remembrance, Lustration, Reconciliation or Compensation
Wed  7 Jul  London            Britain                5  British islamists murder 56 tube and bus travellers
Sun 11 Jul  Auckland NZ       France                25  French agents blow up Greenpeace ship Rainbow Warrior
Thu 15 Jul  Grozny Chechnya   Russia                 1  Natalya Estemirova  human rights activist  murdered  

Fri 16 Jul  Berne             Switzerland          100  Albert Anker  1831-1910  painter  died                

Sun 18 Jul  Porto Ercole      Italy                400  Michelangelo Caravaggio   1571-1610  painter  died 
Fri 23 Jul  Sharm el Sheikh   Egypt                  5  3 islamist bombers murders 88 tourists

Sat 24 Jul  No Gun Ri  Korea  U S A                 60  American GIs massacre 300 civilians in hamlet SE of Seoul

Sun 25 Jul  Paris             France / Germany      10  Concorde crashes with loss of 113 lives   
       Jul  Seoul             Korea                 60  Military & police execute 4900 civilians at start of war       

       Jul  Kinshasa          United Nations        50  Delivery of PM Patrice Lumumba to opponents for eventual murder
50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY

extract from the writer's  "6000 Women's Centenaries 2000-2060" and "175 Centenaries for 2010"

Born or Died   Anniversary    Woman of distinction         Country     Main Activity        Reference (see PD 145)
                                                                                                    (portrait*)

                                                    Births 
 3 Jul 1860-17. 8.1935  150   Charlotte Perkins Gilman     U S A       economist  feminist          NCE WKI*

 4 Jul 1910-20. 7.1999  100   Katharine Church             Britain     painter                      LT*

 7 Jul 1910-            100   Doris Jean McCarthy          Canada      painter  calligrapher        WWW

 8 Jul 1810-15.11.1858  200   Johanna Kinkel               Germany     composer  pianist  poet      GF*

 8 Jul 1910- 4. 5.2000  100   Diana Ross                   Britain     artist  storyteller          LT*

 8 Jul 1910- 8. 1.2003  100   Sarah Newcomb McClendon      U S A       journalist                   EB2004

10 Jul 1910-21. 1.1998  100   Mary Bunting-Smith           U S A       scientist educator feminist  EB98
13 Jul 1910- 5. 6.2000   100   Jeanne Hersch                Switzerland  philosopher of freedom        WKI

17 Jul 1860-31. 7.1952  150   Clara Viebig                 Germany     novelist                     GF*

17 Jul 1910-            100   Margarita Stipnieks          Latvia      printmaker  weaver           GAO           

20 Jul 1910- 9. 3.1997  100   Veronica (C V) Wedgwood      Britain     historian                    EB98 JU      

22 Jul 1860-23. 4.1940  150   Mother Mary Joseph Butler    U S A       educator  founder            NAW
                                                  Deaths 
25.11.1454-10 Jul 1510  500   Caterina Cornaro             Italy       queen of Cyprus arts sponsor EB* WKI*

10. 3.1776-19 Jul 1810  200   Luise of Prussia             Germany     queen  humanitarian          GF* 
BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN

new entries in the writer's  "3000 Birthdays for 2010"
DoB  Age in 2010    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata
1 Jul 1988   22     Sheenkai Alam Stanikzai     Afghanistan      art teacher                                     RL  

23 Jul 1939   71     Ada E Yonath                Israel           Nobel Chemistry laureate 2009                   WKI*

28 Jul 1971   39     Lelia Maufras du Chatellier France           Paralympic archer                               BEI*

29 Jul 1968   42     Rosalba Vettraino           Italy            wheelchair fencer                               BEI*

30 Jul 1972   38     Edith Hunkler               Switzerland      champion wheelchair athlete                     BEI*

31 Jul 1955   55     Aldona Grigaliuniene        Lithuania        Paralympic discus thrower                       BEI*
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QUESTIONS in CANADA on DEMOCRACY & WOMEN'S ADVANCEMENT

G8 Summit Paper 13    Muskoka  Ontario Canada    25-26 June 2010 

G20 Summit Paper 2    Toronto   26-27 June 2010    @ Raymond Lloyd
Date        Place          Occasion       Person Addressed, Office & Country           *PD  #Followup
 3. 6.10  London   10 Downing St    Stephen Harper Prime Minister Canada    PD

          In congratulating you on your plan at the G8 summit in Canada to champion maternal and child health in developing countries, you will be aware of the Safe Motherhood Initiative launched by the World Bank, WHO and UNFPA in February 1987, in an effort to save many of the 500 000 lives lost annually in childbirth, the vast majority in the developing countries:  at the Women's World Conference in Beijing on 5 September 1995, I asked WHO Director General Hiroshi Nakajima how many lives had been saved, only for him to outline the difficulties the Initiative was facing:  David Cameron has just spoken of the 80% cut in UK maternal deaths over 15 years following a Conservative plan in the 1930s to rely on midwives:  in 2000 the UN adopted its Millennium Development Goal 5 to reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality ratio:  what longterm commitment will Canada, the G8 and the G20 take to save and enhance the lives of these hundreds of thousands of mothers?
Canada has or has had three women Governors-General, yet at the G20 summit in Toronto later in June, there will be only two women heads of government, from Argentina and Germany:  with your discretion to make this summit more representative of all of humankind, will you invite as additional guests such persons as the women executive presidents of Costa Rica Laura Chinchilla Miranda, Liberia Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, and the Philippines Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, or the Commonwealth Prime Ministers of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina Wajed and Trinidad & Tobago Kamla Persad-Bissessar?

Note for the File:  In fact there will now be at least a third women head of government at the G20 summit, following the election of Julia Gillard as Prime Minister of Australia.
10.12.09 Copenhagen  Indigenous Peoples  Luis Alfonso de Alba  1st Pres Human Rights Council


First may I draw attention to the excellent exhibit and video, in Native Land at the Charlottenborg Art Museum, of nine persons speaking in indigenous languages of the hopes and fears for their future:  from 25 to 27 June 2010 the G20 summit, now including Mexico, will meet in Huntsville Ontario Canada, a country of some 600 First Nations, many in Ontario:  are there plans to obtain a substantive endorsement of the 2007 UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and Making the Declaration Work (ISBN 978-87—91563-61-4) launched today,  by the world’s 20 richest countries?   There is, as you know, a High Commissioner for Refugees, with whom I worked from 1958 t0 1961, and also a High Commissioner for Human Rights:  is there a plan to create a High Commissioner for Indigenous Peoples, both in the UN and in regional bodies such as the Organization of American States, and the African and European Unions?
-------

* PD denotes  the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946), while CPD denotes  accreditation as honorary secretary of the 1980-founded Council for Parity Democracy.   The questions are extracted from A 14th 100 Questions on Democracy and  An Eleventh 100 Questions on Women's Advancement asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2009-2010. 
Date        Place          Occasion            Person Addressed, Office & Country         *PD  #Followup

7.10.09 Istanbul  World Bank (2) Bamanga Tukur Exec Pres African Roundtable   CPD‏ 
 
             Having attended the G20 summit in London in April, and many G7/G8 summits earlier, I was surprised that the Group of Twenty too is somewhat ossified, that it does not include two populous countries in Africa, Nigeria and Egypt:  prior to the next G20 summit in Huntsville Ontario Canada 25-27 June 2010, will all you members of this Panel on Increasing Capital Flows to Africa press for an invitation to Egypt and Nigeria, somewhat, say, as Brazil and South Africa have been invited to all recent G8 summits?
 
             For many years now there has been a Pacific Rim association, and even an Indian Ocean grouping, but no Atlantic Rim Partnership, which will unite the new democracies of Africa, South America and the Caribbean with North America and Europe in an association for peace, security and prosperity:  since at least the Nato summit in Madrid in 1997, I have been pressing North Atlantic governments (see Proposals on my site) to re-establish what was the world's greatest trading block from the 16th to the 19th century, no longer for slavery and human trafficking, but in a new economic and cultural partnership, perhaps with deeper roots than other trans-maritime associations:  will all you panel members press for an Atlantic Rim Partnership to be established within the next decade?
2. 4.09         London       G20 summit      Barack Obama  President  United States   PD
Three of the 21 countries at this summit, Cina, Russia abdsaudi Arabia, have authoritarian regimes:  in 1941 we had to compromise with soviet totalitarianism to defeat the nazis:  how far has this summit legitimized these repressive regimes, and what message of hope can we send to citizens suffering under the world's thirty other repressive regimes, not least to the women and girls now being violated in Burma, the Congo and Sudan, that democracy and freedom have not become hostages to renewed consumerist expectations?

14.10.08    London         Foreign Press briefing    Gordon Brown  Prime Minister UK              PD    
The imbalance in the world economy seems to be based on Asian saving and Western spending:  how do you expect this imbalance to be corrected?

8. 7.08    Hokkaido       G8 summit                 Gordon Brown  Prime Minister UK              PD    G8 2008

           When we were both in India in January 2007, you to promote British business, I to promote (successfully) the nomination of an able woman as the next President of India, I emailed you in the hope that, at the forthcoming G8 summit in Heiligendamm, Britain would insist on democratic India being upgraded to firstclass G8 membership, a challenge which Tony Blair had missed both in Birmingham in 1998 and Gleneagles in 2005:  in 2010 another Commonwealth country, Canada, will host the G8: will you combine forces to upgrade India, and so double to two billion persons the number of the world's citizens represented at G8 meetings?
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