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A Seventh 100 QUESTIONS on WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT

asked at Head-of-Government & Other Meetings  2005-2006      11 October 2006       @ Raymond Lloyd

 (continued on last page)
Date      Place        Occasion         Person Addressed, Office & Country                *PD  #Followup

 9. 9.06  Helsinki     Ecofin            Anders Lipstok  Governor  Bank of Estonia             PD

    "        "           "               Eero Heinaluoma  Minister of Finance  Finland         PD

 8. 9.06     "         ASEM Summit       Noriyuko Shikata  Press Sec  Foreign Affairs Japan    PD

    "        "           "    "          Jaakko Ihamuotila  Chair  Millennium Prize Foundation PD

 2. 9.06  Lappeenranta ASEM Summit       Hanna Lehtinen  Head  ASEM 6 Secretariat  Helsinki    PD 

QUESTIONS

9.  9. 06      Helsinki          Ecofin                     Anders Lipstok   Governor  Bank of Estonia                             PD

      You may have seen that Lithuania has just issued a coin to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of the heroine Emily Plater:  does Estonia plan to issue one for the 100th anniversary of the birth, also this year, of your poet Betti Alver,  to keep company with the poet Lydia Koidula who already appears on your 100 krooni banknote?

9.  9. 06      Helsinki         Ecofin                      Eero Heinaluoma  Minister of Finance  Finland                     PD

      The first woman to address the IMF Annual Meetings, some twenty years ago, was a Finnish Finance Minister Pirkko Tyolajarvi, and already Finland has had an able woman, former President of the Bank of Finland Sirkka Hamalainen, as a Governor of the European Central Bank:  when the next Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund is appointed, and given that it seems to be the turn of the Nordic countries to fill this post, in the tradition of Sweden's great Per Jacobsson, will you nominate another able Finnish woman for IMF leadership and, in this 2006 centenary year of Finland being the first country in the world both to give women the vote and allow them to stand for parliament, spread abroad this wonderful idea in the IMF Annual Meetings in Singapore in two weeks' time?

8.  9. 06      Helsinki         ASEM Summit      Noriyuko Shikata  Press Sec  Foreign Affairs   Japan             PD

      Beginning in 1980 four democracies, Sweden, Netherlands, Belgium and Norway, have modified their constitutions either to allow women for the first time to become monarchs or to provide parity primogeniture where daughters are older than sons;  and three more democracies, Britain, Luxembourg and Spain, have announced their intention of doing so: 

      you Prime Minister Koizumi, have shown exceptional enlightenment in the advancement of women, by appointing a record number of able women to your cabinets, and leading at a time when the first distinguished women of history have been portrayed on Japanese banknotes:  

      will you persist with this enlightenment by providing for the Emperor's first granddaughter, Aiko, to ascend to the throne, and leave the challenge of matrilineal succession to her generation, when Aiko can choose to follow one or other example, say, of Britain's two greatest queens, Elizabeth I who had no children, or Queen Victoria whose children populated the royal houses of Europe, and whose great-great-granddaughter, Elizabeth II, has reigned over the United Kingdom for the past fifty years and more?

----------

* PD or CPD denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly Parity Democrat (ISSN 1367-6946), or as honorary secretary of the 1980-founded Council for Parity Democracy.  Most questions were asked live, others were emailed on the spot.

#  Denotes a  5- 14-page paper on women's advancement and democracy prepared before the meeting, and sent with a postscript of questions asked at the meeting.   WG (72) denotes my (24-page) bimonthly list of Women Leaders throughout the World,  1211 names on 21 January 2004.  OP denotes number and date of letter in 1981-2002 series  Letters to Citizens and Leaders in Open Polities, anticipating or following up the question.  The above list is complemented by 16 others,  six more 100 Questions on Women's Advancement  and ten 100 Questions on Democracy.
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8.  9. 06      Helsinki   ASEM Summit  Jaakko Ihamuotila  Chair  Millennium Prize Foundation    PD

      May I first congratulate the foundation on selecting such excellent recipients, Tim Berners-Lee and Shuji Nakamura, for the first two one-million-euro Millennium Technology Prizes;  at the same time, as someone who has written extensively on major prize awards, and who myself ran a programme in the 1970s portraying distinguished living individuals including two, Mother Teresa and Alva Myrdal, who later received the Nobel peace prize, may I alert you to a possible pitfall for the Technology Prize, that it may become, if not woman-hostile, then woman-unfriendly: 

      to cite two recent Nordic examples:  in the forty years since Sweden instituted the Nobel economics prize, not one award has gone to a woman economist, while the last seven markka banknotes of Finland portrayed only men, the reason given by the central bank, being that there was no Finnish woman of similar standing: 

       there are at least three ways of avoiding this trap for your new prize:  

      to canvass societies of women engineers, inventors and technologists for nominations;  

      to institute a rule that at least one third of the nominees each biennium are women, and one third men;  

      and, when your eight-person committee is next restructured, it be composed not only of four Finns and four international selectors, but at least one third women and one third men, given that women, at least as much as men, are likely to innovate, to quote from your Prize booklet, so as to promote both the quality of life and sustainable development?  

2. 9.06  Lappeenranta   ASEM Summit    Hanna Lehtinen  Head  ASEM 6 Secretariat  Helsinki  PD

      The last president of Finland shares a special relationship with a future leader of Asia, Marti Ahtisaari being one of the six honorary chairs of the association of former UN civil servants, along with Aung San Suu Kyi, who also shares a characteristic with the current president, in that they are both able and distinguished women; while you may not invite Aung San Suu Kyi to Helsinki for ASEM 6 on 10-11 September, will President Tarja Halonen at least send her a goodwill message, looking forward to the inauguration of democracy in Myanmar/Burma, somewhat as the European Council sent such a message to Aung San Suu Kyi on her 60th birthday in June 2005?

10. 8.06  London       emailed                    Abdullah Saud Al-Thani  Governor  Qatar Central Bank  PD  


In congratulating you on the recent issue of a 200 riyal coin commemorating Amna Mahmoud, 1920-2000, your pioneer in women's education, and given your hosting of the 15th Asian Games in Qatar in  November 2006, will Qatar also become the first Middle Eastern country to feature women athletes on coins?

 3. 8.06  London       emailed                    Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom          PD


Having failed, despite being on the Foreign Office's journalist list for four years, to obtain a lottery place for the monthly press conference, I am obliged again to email a question:  


In March 2007 Britain will celebrate the 200th anniversary of being the second country, after Denmark, to abolish the transatlantic slave trade, a decision enforced over the following century by the Royal Navy:  does Britain plan to commemorate this anniversary by taking the lead in new measures to halt a modern form of slavery, the trafficking of hundreds of thousands of young women and girls?

21. 7.06  Farnborough  Biennial Air Show          International Youth Day panel                       PD


Some six years ago the US Secretary of the Air Force, Sheila Widnall, was an aeronautical engineer:  what steps are being taken to encourage girls and young women to take up careers in aviation design?

16. 7.06  St Petersburg J8 summit                Sophie Harrison & Junior 8 Summit panel               PD


Have you appreciated that the Junior 8 may be the first summit with an equal number of female and male participants, 32 out of 64, made up of 5 girls to 3 boys for the UK, 7:1 Canada, 3:5 France, 3:5 Germany, 1:7 Italy, 6:2 Japan, 3:5 Russia and 4:4 USA?  will you try to maintain such parity for future summits?  and will you invite to the Heiligendamm summit in Germany in 2007  young people from what are called the "Outreach Countries", in 2006, those of Brazil, China, Congo, India, Kazakhstan, Mexico and South Africa?

16. 7.06  St Petersburg G8 summit                Angela Merkel  Federal Chancellor  Germany            PD 


This is the first G8 summit for 13 years to be attended by a woman head of government, the last being at Tokyo in 1993 in  which Canadian Prime Minister Kim Campbell took part: yet there were several occasions over the past few years when, say, terrorism was discussed, but no invitation extended to experienced 'outreach' presidents such as the women then heading Indonesia and Sri Lanka:  if, at the G8 summit planned for Heiligendamm in 2007, Germany continues with subjects like education and health, will you invite woman presidents or prime ministers from among those currently heading Bangladesh, Chile, Finland, Ireland, Jamaica, Korea, Latvia, Liberia, Mozambique, New Zealand and Philippines, who have held such portfolios prior to attaining their present high office?

- 3 -

Date      Place        Occasion                 Person Addressed, Office & Country                    PD   Followup

16. 7.06  St Petersburg G8 summit                Vicente Fox  President  Mexico                        PD  


In congratulating you on your efforts to bring to justice the perpetrators of the student massacre in Mexico City in September 1968, and given that this year we are celebrating the bicentenary of one of history's great statespersons, Benito Juarez, born in the same decade as Garibaldi and Lincoln, may I ask whether you will encourage the new President of Mexico to put an end to the rape and slaughter of hundreds of women, which has gone on since 1996, in and around the city which bears the name of your illustrious predecessor, Ciudad Juarez?

15. 7.06  St Petersburg G8 summit                Sergey Ivanov  Minister of Defence  Russia            PD


In 2007 we shall mark the centenary of Pauline Osipenko and two years later that of Marina Raskova, both of them women aviators such as formed the world's first all-women squadron in World War II:  there are now women (frontline) pilots in several western democracies and more than ten generals in the US Air Force:  how soon will there be women generals and admirals to defend Russian peace and democracy?

15. 7.06  St Petersburg G8 summit                Matti Vanhanen  Prime Minister  Finland               PD


On 20 July, three days after this G8 summit, Finland will celebrate the 100th anniversary of your becoming the first country in the world both to give women the vote, and to allow women to stand for parliament:  at this summit we have the first woman head of government to attend for 13 years, German Chancellor Angela Merkel after Canadian Prime Minister Kim Campbell at Tokyo in 1993:  could not Finland, with a distinguished woman president, call, during your current six-month presidency of the European Union, an F8 summit, from among the other women presidents of Chile, Ireland, Latvia, Liberia and the Philippines, and the prime ministers of Bangladesh, Germany, Jamaica, Korea, Mozambique and New Zealand, which might well have a different emphasis than the 32 mostly male G8 summits held since 1975?

14. 7.06  St Petersburg G8 summit                Vladimir Kozhin  Dep Chair G8 Organizing Cte          PD


Talking of history, this is the first G8 summit for 13 years attended by a woman head of government, yet, after the founding of St Petersburg 300 years ago, Peter the Great was followed by four women heads of state including Catherine II the Great:  with notable exceptions such as the current Governor of St Petersburg, President Putin has been slow to appoint women to cabinet and other high government office:  is Mr Putin preparing to surprise us by encouraging one or more able women to stand for President of the Russian Federation when his second term ends in 2008, so that, in 2014, when Russia next hosts the summit, we might be welcomed by a Catherine III?

22. 5.06  London       European Bank            Jaroslaw Pietras  State Secretary  Finance  Poland    PD


2006 is the 200th anniversary of Emilie Plater, the independence heroine portrayed on Polish banknotes from 1931 to 1940:  will you use this anniversary to  honour the many Polish women who fought for freedom over the past 200 years, for example, by offering special credits to entrepreneurial heroines alive today?

21. 5.06  London       European Bank            Andrea Moneta  Board Member  Bank Austria             PD


On 27 April, at the Annual General Meeting of Barclays Bank, I was talking with the Chairman Matthew Barrett about the banking family origins of Elizabeth Fry, the social reformer portrayed on the Bank of England £5 note and the potential of using the note to promote savings and other banking initiatives among women and girls:  in eastern Europe distinguished women are or have been portrayed on current banknotes as follows:

Country        Denomination          Women Portrayed 

Bulgaria      20 leva        Desislava Sevastokratoritza         13C            founder of Boyana church

Czech Rep     50 korun       St Agnes of Bohemia          20.1.1205-2.3.1282    foundress

             500 korun       Bozena Nemcova                4.2.1820-21.1.1862   novelist 

            2000 korun       Ema Destinnova               26.2.1878-28.1.1930   soprano 

Estonia      100 krooni      Lydia Koidula                     1843-86          poet

Georgia       50 lari        Tamara                          c 1160-1212        queen  stateswoman  

Kyrgyzstan     5 som         Bibisara Beishenalieva            1926-73          ballerina  

              50 som         Kurmanjan Datka                   1843-?1910       Kyrgyz "Czarina" 

Lithuania      1 pitas       Julia Zemaite                31.5.1845-1921        novelist

Serbia       200 dinara      Nadezda Petrovich                 1873-1915        artist  Red Cross nurse

Slovenia    5000 tolar       Ivana Kobilca                     1861-1926        painter 

Ukraine      200 hryvnia     Lesya Ukrainka               25.2.1871-1.8.1913    poet

will Bank Austria use such portraits to  promote banking activities among women and girls?
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12. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Wolfgang Schuessel  Chancellor  Austria           PD


Recently India has named its Delhi airport after Indira Gandhi, and Sri Lanka the Colombo airport after the world s first woman prime minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike, a compliment also to today's many women travellers:  in this centenary period will Austria name Schwechat or another airport after Bertha von Suttner, the inspirer of the Nobel peace prize, thus highlighting the contribution which civil aviation makes to world peace and understanding, something which might also be said about another great Austrian Sigmund Freud, except that any such airport may be viewed as a haven for aircraft breakdowns?

12. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Kofi Annan  Secretary General  United Nations     PD


Despite a promising start, you seem to have done little over the past nine years to increase appointments of able women as Under- and Assistant- Secretaries-General:  there is no woman among the UN leaders at this summit, and this in Austria, a country which has an equal number of female and male ministers:  what will you do in your remaining seven months to remedy this representative and democratic deficit, for example, by appointing able women from Latin America and the Caribbean?
11. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Nestor Kirchner  President  Argentina             PD

Argentina is the one major country in Latin America which has never portrayed a distinguished woman on your banknotes:  if it is too late this year to portray the writer Nora Lange or the painter Silvina Ocampo whose centenaries we celebrate in 2006, can you make good this deficiency by 2008 when we celebrate the centenaries of the painter Leonor Fini and the tango singer Libertad Lamarque?
11. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Ursula Plassnik  Foreign Minister  Austria        PD

In October 2006 I attended the European Council in Hampton Court where not a single able woman was present:  at this EU Latin American summit there are 17 women among the 125 participants listed, or 14%, and of course 66.66% on this panel:  Austria is the fifth country in Europe to have an equal number of female and male ministers, emulating Sweden, Finland, Wales and Spain:  will the current Austrian presidency of the EU introduce a rule that governments can take part in  these summits only if, in the preceding three years, they have had at least two able women ministers attending, thus better representing half the citizens of their country and, incidentally, for the next Austrian presidency and in one of Europe's fastest growing sports, being able to field a women's football team capable of taking on the male politicians playing in today's charity match?

11. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Hugo Chavez  President  Venezuela                 PD  


In the first Bolivarian republic Simon Bolivar may never have reached Caracas if it had not been for the encouragement of Manuela Saenz:  will you honour her and other distinguished Venezuelan women like the pianist Teresa Careno by making them the first women to be portrayed on your banknotes, and doing your best to ensure that your presidency will be followed by that of an able living Venezuelan woman?

11. 5.06  Vienna     EU-Latin American summit   Michelle Bachelet  President  Chile               PD  


On 10 January 2007 we will remember the 50th anniversary of the death of Gabriela Mistral:  since 1981 your Nobel literature laureate has been portrayed on Chile's 5000 peso banknote:  will the anniversary be commemorated by having her joined on your money by another distinguished Chilean woman, for example by the novelist Maria Luisa Bombal whose centenary falls on 8 June 2010?
11. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Fidel Castro  President  Cuba                     PD


In 2007 we shall remember the 50th anniversary of the death of Leonor Molina, Cuba's independence heroine:  will you celebrate her courage, first by making her the first woman to be portrayed on the Cuban banknotes, and secondly by transforming the current *male* dictatorship of the proletariat with a system more representative of Cuba's six million women citizens?
12. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Evo Morales  President  Bolivia                   PD

Seven weeks ago, on 21 March 2006, we celebrated the 200th anniversary of Latin America s first indigenous statesman, Benito Juarez:   how do you plan to emulate this great Mexican and, in particular, what will you do to enhance the status of Bolivia's five million women and girls, for example by appointing Aymara and Guarani women ministers, a question I ask as a friend of Margaret Joan Anstee, an initial UN Representative in La Paz, and who even now, approaching 80,  s still working with the people of Bolivia?

- 5 -

Date      Place        Occasion                   Person Addressed, Office & Country                      PD   Followup

 8. 5.06  London       emailed                  Des Browne  Secretary for Defence  Britain            PD  Nato3-04


The memorial to Animals in War near Marble Arch also bears the true and moving inscription:  They had no choice;   why not enhance the memorial to The Women of World War II outside the Ministry of Defence in Whitehall with the equally true but more uplifting They All Volunteered, a reality made all the more poignant today with the announcement of the death in Iraq of Flight Lieutenant Sarah Mulvihull?

 9. 4.06  Vienna       EU-ASEM Finance Ministers  Karl-Heinz Grasser  Finance Minister  Austria     PD


In this centenary period of Austria's Bertha von Suttner winning the Nobel Peace Prize, has this ASEM meeting, or the Asian Development Bank, or the Austrian Chancellor, expressed the wish regarding Asia's 1991 laureate, Aung San Suu Kyi that, even if Myanmar is not represented by her democracy movement at the EU-ASEM summit in Helsinki on 10 September, she be at least released from 16 years' house arrest by that deadline, especially after the death, two days ago on 7 April, of Saw Tin, the Peace laureate's adopted mother? 

 9. 4.06  Vienna       Informal ECOFIN (2)           Thierry Breton  Minister of Finance  France  PD   EU29-06


In 1984, following my letter to the then Finance Minister Jacques Delors, France issued its first coin portraying a distinguished woman of history, Marie Curie,  a 100 franc piece on the 50th anniversary of her death:  now that this distinguished scientist has disappeared even from the French banknotes, will France dedicate your 2 euro coin in 2006 to the second women Nobel chemistry laureate, Irene Joliot-Curie on the 50th anniversary of her death on 17 March 1956?


Also whether or not you would like to herald a future woman president of the republic, will you dedicate your 2 euro coin in 2008 to the great feminist writer Simone de Beauvoir, on the 100th anniversary of her birth on 10 January 1908?

 8. 4.06  Vienna       Informal ECOFIN            Pedro Solbes Mira  Minister of Finance  Spain     PD   EU29-06


In 2005 Spain dedicated its 2 euro coin to the 400th anniversary of Don Quijote, and in 2006 there is talk about a Picasso coin, except that his heirs may be asking for too high royalties:  no woman is featured on your eight euro coins of 2002, but since then Spain has a parity cabinet of eight women and eight men:  in celebration of this achievement,  will Spain dedicate its 2 euro of 2006 to, say, one or other of the two women whose 200th anniversary falls this year, to the contralto Maria Felicia Garcia Malibran 1806-36 or to Maria Christina regent of Spain 1806-78?

 8. 4.06  Vienna       Informal ECOFIN            Eero Heinaluoma  Minister of Finance  Finland     PD   EU29-06


On 20 July, at the beginning of your presidency of the European Union, Finland will celebrate the 100th anniversary of votes for women, if not the first in the world when women could vote, then the first when women could also stand for parliament:  in 2003 Britain used its current 50 pence coin to celebrate the centenary of the leading women's suffrage union, while other countries which have issued suffrage coins or banknotes include Australia, Austria, Canada, New Zealand, Sri Lanka and Turkey - illustrations of suffrage banknotes handed in:  the last series of Finnish banknotes portrayed only men because, according to a subsequent governor of the central bank - not the current Erkki Liikanen  no Finnish woman matched the achievements of the seven men portrayed:  in this centenary year, Finland has the opportunity of dedicating its 2 euro coin to Votes for Women:  will you rise to the occasion?

 7. 4.06  Vienna       Informal ECOFIN            Jean Claude Trichet  President  ECB               PD   EU29-06

                                                                             Joaquin Almunia  European Commissioner  Monetary Affairs


Among the first 15 countries issuing Euro coins, there was only 1 out of 120 coins which featured a distinguished woman of history, the 2 Euro coin of Austria showing the Nobel Peace laureate Bertha von Suttner:  for the next 12 countries planning to issue 96 Euro coins, what is the European Central Bank [and the European Commission] doing to encourage them to portray their distinguished foremothers, as symbolic of the increasingly important role which women workers, taxpayers and entrepreneurs play in the European economy?

 7. 4.06  Vienna       Informal ECOFIN            Karl-Heinz Grasser  Finance Minister  Austria     PD   EU29-06  


Austria was the first democracy in Europe to appoint an able woman, Maria Schaumayer in 1990, as president of a central bank, and today the only woman on the executive board of the European Central Bank is Austria's Gertrude Tumpel-Gugerell:  this is the first Ecofin meeting for several years without a woman central banker:    before the next half-yearly informal ECOFIN meeting in Finland, could you draw up a comparative list of women on the boards of the near 30 EU central banks, with a view to showing how well represented are our 200 million women citizens, taxpayers and entrepreneurs in the leading financial institutions of Europe? 

Note for the file:  This question might also have been asked of Finland, another democracy which was among the first to appoint a women central bank governor, Sirkka Hamalainen in 1992, who later, in 1998, became the first woman member of the executive board of the European Central Bank.
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13. 3.06  Turin (2)    9th Winter Paralympics   Mercedes Bresso  President  Piemonte Region  Italy    PD


(emailed) In congratulating you on your excellent guide for Women Travellers in Piemonte, brought out for the Turin Olympics and described by me to British travel leaders in Birmingham on 1 March (see below), may I ask whether you plan a supplement for the World Congress of Architecture to be held in Turin in 2008, which would both point out buildings like Gae Aulenti's Palavela built by women architects, and also highlight the schools, hospitals, churches and palaces financed by women or named in their honour?  


And for the 150th anniversary in 2011 of the reunification of Italy, will you describe the part played by women in this historical movement initiated in Piedmont?

 8. 3.06  London (2)   Foreign Office           Jack Straw  Foreign Secretary  United Kingdom         PD 

Over the past nine years no woman has been appointed to one of the seven highest offices of state (PM, Deputy PM, Chancellor, Foreign Office, Home Office, Defence, Lord Chancellor):  when you become Prime Minister, will you do better?


Margaret Thatcher became Conservative leader in 1975, International Women's Year:  on 8 March 2010 we will celebrate the 100th International Women's Day:  will the Labour party mark that occasion by electing its first woman leader?

Note for the file:  I preceded my question, referring to points made by several persons previously, by stating that my website's Home page had a list of 5000 able women whose names I had circulated over the past 25 years as capable of heading UN and EU bodies, including 461 names from Britain, and 226 for the upcoming post of UN Secretary General

 1. 3.06  Birmingham   British Travel Fair      Penelope Cobham  Deputy Chair  Visit Britain          PD   WMTrav06

On 25 February at the Turin Olympics I picked up an excellent guide, of 144 pages, in Italian and English, illustrated and published only in January, on Women Travellers: Welcome to Turin and Piemonte:  it was in no way strident, beginning with 14 starred restaurants managed by women chefs,  and including lists of vineyards run by women, women-friendly hotels, and shops and other facilities which catered for women and children, or were otherwise family-friendly etc:  our own Rough Guides have put out the excellent Women Travel worldwide, and there is another fine pocket guide Women's London:  is Visit Britain or the four tourist boards represented on today's panel of the British Travel Trade Fair planning similar publications such as Women Travellers:  Welcome to Britain, England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Liverpool etc, aimed at making travel safer and more enjoyable for women and girls, if not in time for the 100th International Women's Day on 8 March 2010, then at least, emulating Turin, for the 2012 Olympics and Paralympics?

15. 2.06  emailed      29th Governing Council   Lennart Bage (Sweden)  President  IFAD  Rome          PD


During the eight years of Idriss Jazairy's leadership, the International Fund for Agricultural Development became the first UN agency to assist as many rural women as men. while during the ten years that Catherine Bertini was its Executive Director, the World Food program became the first UN body to achieve gender parity among its senior directors:  how would you, Lennart Bage, like your eight years as IFAD president to be remembered?

24. 1.06  London (2)   Islamic Finance Summit   Omar Marwan Kamal  Islamic Financial Services Bahrain PD


2006 marks the 1400th anniversary of the birth in 606 of Fatima Az-Zahraa, the favorite daughter of the Prophet and in whose name the Fatimids founded one of the world's first universities, Al-Azhar in Cairo in 988:  will any financial institution use this major anniversary to encourage able women to enter the Islamic banking structure?


At the Commonwealth summit in Limassol on 22 October 1993 I asked Benazir Bhutto:  1993 is the birth centenary of an earlier stateswoman of Pakistan, Fatima Jinnah:  will you now commemorate someone who, if it had not been for military opposition in 1965, may have become the world's first woman President?  Now I learn that Pakistan will issue a coin for her 110th anniversary:  are other countries planning to feature distinguished Moslem women on money, including Fatima Az-Zahraa, as one way of attracting girls and women to become savers and investors?

24. 1.06  London       Islamic Finance Summit   Badlisyah Abdul Ghani  Merchant Bankers  Malaysia     PD 


Since 2000 Malaysia has had a distinguished woman Governor of Bank Negara, your central bank:  how far has the example of ZETI Akhtar Aziz encouraged other able women to enter the banking and financial sector, both in Malaysia and throughout South East Asia;  and has Malaysia taken any special steps to encourage saving and investing by girls and women?
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24. 1.06  London (2)   Ministry of Defence      Michele Alliot-Marie  Minister of Defence  France     PD


(in French)  On 15 January the former Minister of Defence of Chile, Michelle Bachelet, was elected President of the Republic:  do you hope to follow her example?


Outside the Ministry of Defence in London there is a monument honouring "The Women of World War II", and at the entrance to Arlington Cemetery in the US there is a whole museum dedicated to "Women in Military Service", going back to their 1776 Independence:   in France such distinction goes back at least to Joan of Arc (1412-31):  does France plan to create a similar memorial to women which would include, for example, the exploits of the Resistance leader (and my friend) Lucille Aubrac?

 7.12.05  Bristol      Sustainable Communities  Peter Roberts  Academy for Sustainable Skills  Leeds  PD


Apparently only one percent of persons in Britain's construction industry are women:  will the new Skills Academy learn from other countries which have made greater progress, if necessary by setting up vocational schools targeted at the many girls who are deterred by the industry's macho image from building and decorating homes, hospitals and schools?

27.11.05  Barcelona    EuroMed summit           Hosni Mubarak  President  Egypt, and Leaders of       PD

                                                                                 Algeria, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine & Turkey


2006 marks the 1400th anniversary of the birth in 606 of Fatima (Az-Zahraa), the favorite daughter of the Prophet and in whose name the Fatimids founded the world's first university, Al-Azhar in Cairo in 988:  will you use this major anniversary to enhance the status of all of Mohammed's daughters, not only in Africa and Asia, but also in Western Europe, where affirmative action on behalf of Moslem girls and women is often urgently needed?

17.11.05  London       World Travel Market      Alan Donald  Jersey Tourism  Channel Islands          PD


At the World Travel Market in 2002, I alerted one of your Jersey Tourism colleagues to the 150th birthday on 13 October 2003 of Lillie Langtry, the island's great singer:  subsequently, another distinguished singer, Karen Melander-Magoon, and a later proprietor of Lillie's Guenoc vineyard in California, has produced a mini-opera of "Lillie", recorded on this CD:  could you have this work produced in Jersey?

15.11.05  London       World Travel Market      Maria Pia Garavaglia  Deputy Mayor of Rome            PD


Some five years ago the Mayor of Rome published a list of streets named after famous women, in the expectation that more such streets would make the city more woman- and family-friendly, for both citizens and visitors:  I have cited this enlightened example at various conferences round the world in the hope that I would find other cities which had emulated this initiative, or encourage other mayors to do so in future, as at least Mayor Shirley of Atlanta promised at the 73rd Winter Conference of US Mayors held in Washington in January 2005:  but despite several requests to the Campidoglio, I have not yet been able to obtain this list:  would you email it to me on your return to Rome?

14.11.05  London       World Travel Market      Clara Chong  Exec Director  Tourist Board  Hong Kong  PD


At previous World Travel Markets,  I have provided women participants with lists of women transport and tourism ministers [as in the attachments of 1999 and 2003] in the hope, so far unrealized,  that they would assemble such persons in an effort to make travel safer and more enjoyable for women and girls:  will you take such an initiative during Discover Hong Kong Year 2006?

12.11.05  emailed      European Council         Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD


In my letter of 7 May 1997 wishing you well in your new responsibilities (OP 110 under Letters on website), I mentioned the work of the 300 Group and the late John Smith in doubling to 120 the number of women MPs:  subsequently you were photographed with the new Labour members, but no credit was given to the 300 Group, especially to its founders Lesley Abdela and Tim Symonds:  in two weeks, on Friday 25 November, Lesley and Tim will celebrate the 25th anniversary of their work, of putting all their personal savings into the task and, after the hibernation of the 300 Group, the continuance of their work in training nascent women political leaders in Eastern Europe and worldwide, with Lesley returning from a month in Swaziland only on 14 November:


given that this is one of the most important initiatives in recent British political history, the first among the G8 democracies aimed at empowering as well as enfranchising half of humankind, in Britain, Europe and the world, will you show British pride on this silver jubilee, perhaps by inviting Lesley Abdela to address the European Council, meeting under the UK presidency on 15 December in Brussels, somewhat as past national presidencies have invited guest speakers in whose achievements they too have taken pride?
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 8.11.05  Birmingham   European Equality Conf   Meg Munn  Deputy Minister for Women  UK               PD


You are well aware of the campaign and affirmative action in the 1990s to get you and another hundred women MPs selected and elected, the 300 Group campaign run by Lesley Abdela and Tim Symonds whose 25th anniversary falls in 17 days on 25 November 2005, and the enlightened Labour measures introduced by the late John Smith:  similar affirmative action is now needed to open to girls, of all ethnicities, the non-traditional trades in the construction industry, especially if the current skills shortages are to be overcome in time for the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games:  while you work out the various measures to meet this challenge, would you consider PFI initiatives to open dedicated vocational academies for girls, somewhat as Roedean and Cheltenham Ladies College were set up in the past to cater for more academic disciplines?

27.10.05  Hampton Ct   Informal Heads of Govt   Tony Blair & other Heads of Govt  Hampton Court       PD


Have you or any other of the 30 heads of European governments and institutions named as attending today's all-male Hampton Court summit (no, Angela Merkel is not listed under Germany) noted the irony that the Palace was built by Henry VIII in 1532 as a showpiece for running through his six wives (1 Spanish, 4 English, 1 German:  3 Catherines, 2 Annes, 1 Jane) in the expectation of producing a male heir; and that in the end all his macho-nations led to the reign of Elizabeth I (1558-1603) whose intelligence alone placed her head (and shoulders) above the male European rulers of her time?

Note for file:  Later on 27 October I re-sent the question with a photo of Hampton Court showing "No Women in Site"

10. 9.05  Manchester EU Finance Ministers  Jean-Claude Juncker PM & Finance Minister Luxembourg  PD  EU-28a


Subsequent to my question to you at the Luxembourg ECOFIN on 14 May, Germany has now announced that it will issue a 10 euro coin for the 800th anniversary in 2007 of Saint Elisabeth of Thuringia:  will Luxembourg similarly celebrate this anniversary, by raising for the work with disabled children by the Sisters of Saint Elizabeth, if not 800 000 euros, then 335 000, a thousand for each year that Luxembourg has hosted their mother house since 1672?

10. 9.05  Manchester   EU Finance Ministers     Janos Veres  Minister of Finance  Hungary             PD  EU-28a


In 1981 I failed in efforts to have Hungary give public recognition to the 750th anniversary of the death of St Elisabeth of Hungary, perhaps because of my record in 1956/57 of working with your refugees fleeing communism:  in 2007 we shall celebrate the 800th anniversary of this great medieval saint, and already Germany, which issued a 50 pfennig stamp in 1981, has announced it will issue a 10 euro coin for the centenary:  how will democratic Hungary celebrate the 800th anniversary of this great woman born in Hungary in (June) 1207?

 8. 9.05  London       emailed                  Guillermo Ortiz Martinez  Governor Banco de Mexico  PD  


Further to my question to President Vicente Fox at the Gleneagles G8 summit on 7 July 2005:

        Mexico has been enlightened to portray two women, the revolutionary Josefa Ortiz and the writer Juana de Asbaje on your banknotes and coins:  there are currently two exhibitions in London on the painter Frida Kahlo:  how soon will we see Frida on Mexican money?

Can this be done for the centenary of Frida's birth on 6 July 2007?

 8. 9.05  London       Indonesia Investment     Jannes Hutagalung  Senior Advisor  Finance Ministry   PD


On the airport plans you have just described, there are now at least three airports named after distinguished women of South Asia, New Delhi after Indira Gandhi, Colombo after Sirimavo Bandaranaike, and Tirana after Mother Teresa:  in Indonesia are there any airports named after distinguished women,  such as the educator Raden Adjeng Kartini (1879-1904), or the heroines Martha Khristina Tiahahu (1801-18) and Tjut Njak Dhien (1848-1908), or plans so to name them, in an effort to make travel more women- and family-friendly?

 8. 9.05  London       Indonesia Investment     Miranda Goeltom  Senior Dep Governor  Bank Indonesia  PD


On Indonesian banknotes, women have usually taken second place to male portraits, appearing mostly in watermarks:  would it not be better if women were given equal prominence as men, as on all five banknotes of neighbouring Australia, thus symbolizing the full participation of women in the modern Indonesian economy? 
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 1. 9.05  Newport      EU Foreign Ministers     Rhodri Morgan  First Minister  Wales                  PD  EU-28a


In 2004 Zaha Hadid was awarded the Pritzker Prize, the first women architect ever to win this Nobel-type prize for architecture and, at the 22nd World Congress of Architecture in Istanbul in July 2005, no hall was big enough to hold the 5000 participants who tried to hear her lecture:  Wales is the first democracy in history to have an equal number of women and men parliamentarians and ministers:  will you now revive the project for Zaha's opera house in Cardiff, in celebration of 2005 marking both the centenary of Cardiff as a city and the 50th anniversary of Cardiff becoming capital of Wales? 

 1. 9.05  Newport      EU Foreign Ministers     Benita Ferrero-Waldner  EC Commissioner (Austria)     PD  EU-28a


10 December 2005 marks the 100th anniversary of the Austrian Bertha von Suttner, the first woman in Europe and the world, receiving the Nobel Peace Prize:  already Bertha is portrayed on Austria's 2 euro coin, and Germany will issue a special 10 euros for this centenary:  is any celebration planned by the European Commission and European Union, among other purposes, as a curtain-raiser to Austria taking over the EU Presidency one month later, in January 2006?

12. 7.05  London       EU Education Conference  Jan Figel  EC Education Commissioner   PD


What special measures are being taken in Eastern Europe, for example in Romania, to raise the skill levels of girls, among other reasons, to obviate their becoming objects of people trafficking?

12. 7.05  London       EU Education Conference  Ruth Kelly  Secretary for Education  United Kingdom  PD


Western Europe seems to be short of plumbers:  what steps are being taken to encourage girls to take up non-traditional skills and occupations?  Could there be a European College for Vocational Training, analogous to the ILO International Training Centre in Turin, to meet continent-wide needs, a college whose intake would comprise 50 percent girls?

11. 7.05  London       emailed                  Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD


Further to my question on 10 July, and now that Foreign Secretary Jack Straw has gone to Srebenica, may I ask whether you still plan to go to Tuzla this week, and this for two reasons, that Jack Straw made no mention of widows and perhaps the greatest widowmaker atrocity in European history, let alone did he state what Britain was doing, and will in future do, to help rehabilitate the widows and orphans who fled to Tuzla;  and secondly, with so much of foreign policy run from Downing Street, no Foreign Secretary can substitute for the Prime Minister in demonstrating solidarity with our Moslem co-citizens?

Note for the file:  Jack Straw rightly apologized for Britain standing by during the Srebenica massacre, but it would have meant more if he was accompanied by the Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary of the time:  indeed, already on 28 February 1994 I had written to Douglas Hurd (see Letters on www.shequality.org) calling on him to resign because of the failure of his Bosnia policy, while we know now that John Major would never have made it as Prime Minister if Scallywag and the New Statesman had not buckled under his libel threat for identifying the wrong woman with whom he was having a secret affair, whereas now in Srebenica he would have had the first opportunity of showing he was worthy of his recent induction as one of only 24 Knights of the Garter.  Also Jack Straw was wrong in attributing "Evil succeeds when the good remain silent" to Edmund Burke:  having written extensively on political evil, I tried to find this quotation, but even Nigel Rees of "Quote / Unquote" distinction had not found its origin, which I now believe goes back to Adam!  Finally Jack Straw, in his Srebenica address, with so many widows present, might have used the more inclusive "humankind", first used in 1645, rather than the "mankind" beloved of passive chauvinists.

10. 7.05  London       emailed                  Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD


Tomorrow Monday 11 July marks the 10th anniversary of the beginning of the five-day slaughter by "Christians" of 8000 Moslem men and boys in Srebenica:  will you and Cherie Booth find time during this week to visit the 5000 or so widows in Tuzla;   first because Britain holds the presidency of the European Union now responsible for Bosnia;  second  because it was Cherie who for 23 June 2005 launched the first International Widows Day;  third  because it is no accident that under your leadership no similar genocide occurred in Kosova;  and fourth because this would be one excellent way of showing to our two million Moslem co-citizens that the British government and people can distinguish between followers of peaceful Islam and those who distort their religion into political terrorism?
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8. 7.05  Edinburgh    G8 Gleneagles            Junichiro Koizumi  Prime Minister  Japan              PD


Among the G8 democracies, Japan, in at least one way, is the most enlightened:  two of your four banknotes portray distinguished women writers, the 2000 yen Shikibu Murasaki and the 5000 yen Natsuko Ichiyo:  yet four of the G8 countries, Britain, Canada, France and, perhaps soon, Germany, have had, or may soon have, women prime ministers, as have six Asian democracies, with women presidents or prime ministers, Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, Philippines and Sri Lanka:  how soon may we see similar enlightenment in Japan, or at least your nominating another woman as able as former UNHCR Sadako Ogata as head of an international agency?

Note for the file:  On 20 July OECD announced that Sawako Takeuchi, a former Economic Advisor to the Prime Minister, was among the six candidates nominated for the post of  Secretary General for the five-year term beginning in May 2006

 7. 7.05  Gleneagles   G8 summit                Kaoru Ishikawa  G8 Sous Sherpa  Japan                 PD


Four democracies, Sweden, Netherlands, Norway and Belgium, have changed their constitutions, and three more, Britain, Luxembourg and Spain, have publicly committed themselves to change, so as not to discriminate against firstborn daughters in the accession to the monarchy:  what progress in this field has been made in favour of the Japanese firstborn Princess Aiko?

 7. 7.05  Gleneagles   G8 summit                Paul Martin  Prime Minister  Canada                   PD


Canada is remarkable in having had more women ministers at G8 summits than any other country, yet recently, as at one time on your banknotes, you have slipped into the practice of naming airports only after (male) prime ministers:  1 September  will mark the centenary of Alberta joining the confederation:  will you encourage the naming of Calgary Airport the Famous Five Airport, after the five mostly Albertan women, of whom there are   statues both outside the Calgary 2002 G8 media centre and the Ottawa parliament, and who now, due no doubt in part to your enlightenment as finance minister, appear on the 50 dollar note?

 7. 7.05  Gleneagles   G8 summit (2)            Vicente Fox  President  Mexico                        PD


In Latin America 10 of the 20 countries Argentina, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama and Venezuela - list of names handed in - have had women presidents, acting presidents or vice-presidents:  how soon will Mexico show similar enlightenment?


Mexico has been enlightened to portray two women, the revolutionary Josefa Ortiz and the writer Juana de Asbaje on you banknotes and coins:  there are currently two exhibitions in London on the painter Frida Kahlo:  how soon will we see Frida on Mexican money?

 5. 7.05  Istanbul     Architecture Congress    Denise Scott Brown & Women Architects panel           PD


In addition to preparing for this 22nd World Congress of Architecture, and the 2nd Rotterdam Biennale in June, a paper on Women, Democracy, Money & Architecture, I have also helped finance a centre for single women (widows) in Kathmandu in Nepal, and am considering what I can do for a women's refuge in Bamyan in Afghanistan:  have you or other women architects prepared a handbook on model women's centres, given the domestic violence, motherhood mortality and other ills still faced by your sisters in many parts of the world?

Note for the file:  no one on the panel gave a substantive answer to the question, but to his credit Robert Venturi, the partner of Denise Scott Brown, subsequently acknowledged to me the importance of such work.

23. 6.05  London       Ministry of Defence      General Sir Michael Walker  Chief Defence Staff  UK   PD


Regarding today's agreement  between the Equal Opportunities Commission and the Ministry of Defence, several countries have had women in the armed services, even in frontline roles, at least as long as Britain:  what have you learned from, say, Israel, in tackling sexual harassment?

23. 6.05  London       Ministry of Defence      John Reid  Secretary for Defence  United Kingdom      PD


In Arlington National Cemetery in the United States, the whole entrance hemicycle has been taken over as a museum for women in war and the armed services, showing their many roles, going back to the American Revolution:  are there any plans for a similar museum, or at least permanent travelling exhibits, in Britain, which would inspire pride among both young women and men in women's role in defending freedom and democracy?

23. 6.05  London       Ministry of Defence      Wing Commander Sheila Haughton  Royal Air Force  UK   PD


On my website, in List 74 of 3 May 2005, of some 600 Women Leaders throughout the World, I name more than 50 women admirals and generals, admirals in Norway and the US,  generals in several countries:  how many years yet will it be before women attain similar rank in Britain, again also serving as role models against sexual harassment?
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16. 6.05  Brussels     European Council         Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD


In three days, on Sun 19 June, Aung San Suu Kyi will reach her 60th birthday:  in the past you have sent her Britain's good wishes:  for this milestone, will the European Union as a whole send a goodwill message to this Nobel Peace laureate in her courageous and persistent non-violent quest for freedom and democracy?

Note for file:  I had put this question at three previous European summits, at Helsinki on 9 Dec 1999 prior to the anniversary of 10 Dec 1991 when Aung San Suu Kyi received the Nobel Peace Prize, and at Oporto on 18 June 2000 and Goteborg on 14 & 15 June 2001 prior to her 19 June birthday:  this Brussels summit was the first one when a message of goodwill was sent on behalf of the European Union.  On 8 March 1998, in company with Vauxhall MP Kate Hoey, I took part in the planting on Clapham Common of the first of what we hoped would be many trees honouring distinguished women.  I immediately sent on to the local Council the £130 needed for a tree to be planted for Aung San Suu Kyi:  the cheque was neither acknowledged nor cashed.

23. 5.05  Belgrade     European Bank            Jean Lemierre  President  European Bank               PD   EB2005


In July 2003 UNDP set up a highlevel Commission on the Private Sector & Development, two of whose 16 members were women CEOs, Anne Lauvergeon of COGEMA in France and, someone who has since lost her job, Carly Fiorina of Hewlett Packard who, in November 2003, received the Seeds of Hope humanitarian award:  if you can not invite Carly to be the incoming US Vice-President of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, can you ask her to become an EBRD Goodwill Ambassador, to encourage both the hundreds of thousands of aspiring businesswomen in eastern Europe, and the 6 women among the 30 directors on the EBRD staff;  


Or, returning to France, this year is the 200th anniversary of a French businesswomen taking over and transforming the champagne industry, the 26-year-old widow Nicole Clicquot-Ponsardin:  today Veuve Clicquot is again headed by an outstanding woman CEO, Cecile Bonnefond, who also runs a Business Woman of the Year program in 18 countries:  could not someone of her calibre also become an EBRD Goodwill Ambassador?

23. 5.05  Belgrade     European Bank            Karl-Heinz Grasser  Minister of Finance  Austria      PD   EB2005


On 10 December 2005 Austria and Europe will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to Bertha von Suttner, the peace campaigner who inspired Nobel to create the prize, and the woman who is portrayed on Austria's 2 euro coin [and soon on a 10 euro coin of Germany]:  for several years I have been asking both Austrian foreign ministers and Austrian banks whether you will use this centenary to institute a Nobel von Suttner Prize, for outstanding work in the fields either of humanitarianism or women's advancement, the UN headquarters of which was once in Vienna:  is Austria making progress with this proposal?      

23. 5.05  Belgrade     European Bank            EBRD Panel on Law Reform                              PD   EB2005


Do women or girls suffer any legal discrimination in central and eastern Europe, whether as shareholders, property owners, or inheritance beneficiaries?

22. 5.05  Belgrade     European Bank            EBRD Law in Transition roundtable                     PD   EB2005


In London last year I offered this meeting my list of names of 1200 women leaders throughout the world, including ministers of finance and governors of central banks:  since then I have added the names of some forty women CEOs.  Also from the Home page of my website www.shequality.org you may now download the names of 5000 able women, from 130 democracies (a 94-page download), who, over 25 years, I have circularized for leadership positions in national and international organizations.  


For these 2005 Annual Meetings, I have prepared a paper, also downloadable from my site, naming the 35 Slovenian women in  my list, along with illustrations of banknotes portraying distinguished women of history and circulating in eastern Europe.  When the Euro coins were introduced in 2002, only one, the 2 euros of Austria, portrayed such a distinguished woman, Bertha von Suttner, the centenary of whose receipt of the Nobel Peace Prize we celebrate on 10 December 2005:  may I now ask all the women bankers here to make sure that other distinguished women of history are portrayed on the new euro coins soon to be minted for central and eastern Europe?

22. 5.05  Belgrade     European Bank            Claus-Peter Zeitinger  Chair  ProCredit  Frankfurt    PD   EB2005


Now that 25 years' experience has shown that women are the most numerous and most reliable beneficiaries of micro-credit loans, may I ask how many of ProCredit's 7000 staff are women [ 80 percent], and how many women are on ProCredit's Board [ 4 of 9]?  Also when my friend Millie Leet began her Trickle-Up Program in 1979, her smallest  loan was $10, for an ice-cream scoop to start a business:  what today is ProCredit's smallest loan [$100]?  
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10. 8.06  London       emailed                    Abdullah Saud Al-Thani  Governor  Qatar Central Bank  PD  

 3. 8.06  London       emailed                    Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD

21. 7.06  Farnborough  Biennial Air Show          International Youth Day panel                         PD   G8 2006

16. 7.06  St Petersburg J8 summit                 Sophie Harrison & Junior 8 Summit panel               PD   G8 2006

    "          "       G8 summit                  Angela Merkel  Federal Chancellor  Germany            PD   G8 2006

    "          "       "    "                     Vicente Fox  President  Mexico                        PD  

15. 7.06       "       "    "                     Sergey Ivanov  Minister of Defence  Russia            PD

    "          "       "    "                     Matti Vanhanen  Prime Minister  Finland               PD

14. 7.06       "       "    "                     Vladimir Kozhin  Dep Chair G8 Organizing Cte          PD   G8 2006

22. 5.06  London       European Bank              Jaroslaw Pietras  State Secretary Finance Poland      PD

21. 5.06    "             "      "                Andrea Moneta  Board Member  Bank Austria             PD

12. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Wolfgang Schuessel  Chancellor  Austria               PD

    "       "             "        "       "      Kofi Annan  Secretary General  United Nations         PD

11. 5.06    "             "        "       "      Nestor Kirchner  President  Argentina                 PD 
    "       "             "        "       "      Ursula Plassnik  Foreign Minister  Austria            PD

    "       "             "        "       "      Hugo Chavez  President  Venezuela                     PD  

    "       "             "        "       "      Michelle Bachelet  President  Chile                   PD  

    "       "             "        "       "      Fidel Castro  President  Cuba                         PD

    "       "             "        "       "      Evo Morales  President  Bolivia                       PD

 8. 5.06  London       emailed                    Des Browne  Secretary for Defence  Britain            PD   Nato3-04

 9. 4.06  Vienna       EU-ASEM Finance Ministers  Karl-Heinz Grasser  Finance Minister  Austria         PD

    "       "    (2)   Informal ECOFIN            Thierry Breton  Minister of Finance  France           PD   EU29-06

 8. 4.06    "             "       "               Pedro Solbes Mira  Minister of Finance  Spain         PD   EU29-06

 8. 4.06    "             "       "               Eero Heinaluoma  Minister of Finance  Finland         PD   EU29-06

 7. 4.06    "             "       "               Jean Claude Trichet  President  ECB                   PD   EU29-06

                                                   Joaquin Almunia  European Monetary Commissioner      

    "       "             "       "               Karl-Heinz Grasser  Finance Minister  Austria         PD   EU29-06

13. 3.06  Turin (2)    9th Winter Paralympics     Mercedes Bresso  President  Piemonte Region  Italy    PD

 8. 3.06  London (2)   Foreign Office             Jack Straw  Foreign Secretary  United Kingdom         PD   WG 75

 1. 3.06  Birmingham   British Travel Fair        Penelope Cobham  Deputy Chair  Visit Britain          PD   WMTrav06

15. 2.06  emailed      29th Governing Council     Lennart Bage (Sweden)  President  IFAD  Rome          PD

24. 1.06  London (2)   Islamic Finance Summit     Omar Marwan Kamal  Islamic Financial Services Bahrain PD

    "       "             "       "      "        Badlisyah Abdul Ghani  Merchant Bankers  Malaysia     PD 

24. 1.06  London (2)   Ministry of Defence        Michele Alliot-Marie  Minister of Defence  France     PD

 7.12.05  Bristol      Sustainable Communities    Peter Roberts  Academy for Sustainable Skills  Leeds  PD

27.11.05  Barcelona    EuroMed summit             Hosni Mubarak  President  Egypt, and Leaders of       PD

                                                   Algeria, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine & Turkey

17.11.05  London       World Travel Market        Alan Donald  Jersey Tourism  Channel Islands          PD

15.11.05    "            "     "      "           Maria Pia Garavaglia  Deputy Mayor of Rome            PD

14.11.05    "            "     "      "           Clara Chong  Exec Director  Tourist Board  Hong Kong  PD

12.11.05  emailed      European Council           Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD

 8.11.05  Birmingham   European Equality Conf     Meg Munn  Deputy Minister for Women  UK               PD

27.10.05  Hampton Ct   Informal Heads of Govt     Tony Blair & other Heads of Govt  Hampton Court       PD

10. 9.05  Manchester   EU Finance Ministers       Jean-Claude Juncker PM & Finance Minister Luxembourg  PD  EU-28a

    "         "         "    "        "           Janos Veres  Minister of Finance  Hungary             PD  EU-28a

 8. 9.05  London       emailed                    Guillermo Ortiz Martinez  Governor  Banco de Mexico   PD

 8. 9.05  London       Indonesia Investment       Jannes Hutagalung  Senior Advisor  Finance Ministry   PD

    "       "              "         "            Miranda Goeltom  Senior Dep Governor  Bank Indonesia  PD

 1. 9.05  Newport      EU Foreign Ministers       Rhodri Morgan  First Minister  Wales                  PD  EU-28a

    "        "          "    "        "           Benita Ferrero-Waldner  EC Commissioner (Austria)     PD  EU-28a

12. 7.05  London       EU Education Conference    Jan Figel  EC Education Commissioner  Brussels        PD

    "       "           "     "         "         Ruth Kelly  Secretary for Education  United Kingdom   PD

11. 7.05  London       emailed                    Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD

10. 7.05  London       emailed                    Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD

 8. 7.05  Edinburgh    G8 Gleneagles              Junichiro Koizumi  Prime Minister  Japan              PD

 7. 7.05  Gleneagles   G8 summit                  Kaoru Ishikawa  G8 Sous Sherpa  Japan                 PD

    "         "         "   "                     Paul Martin  Prime Minister  Canada                   PD

    "         "         "   "    (2)              Vicente Fox  President  Mexico                        PD

 5. 7.05  Istanbul     Architecture Congress      Denise Scott Brown & Women Architects panel           PD

23. 6.05  London       Ministry of Defence        General Sir Michael Walker  Chief Defence Staff  UK   PD

    "       "             "           "           John Reid  Secretary for Defence  United Kingdom      PD

    "       "             "           "           Wing Commander Sheila Haughton  Royal Air Force  UK   PD

16. 6.05  Brussels     European Council           Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD

23. 5.05  Belgrade     European Bank              Jean Lemierre  President  European Bank               PD   EB2005

    "        "            "      "                Karl-Heinz Grasser  Minister of Finance  Austria      PD   EB2005

    "        "            "      "                EBRD Law in Transition roundtable                     PD   EB2005

22. 5.05     "            "      "                EBRD Panel on Women in Business & Govt                PD   EB2005

22. 5.05     "            "      "                Claus-Peter Zeitinger  Chair  ProCredit  Frankfurt    PD   EB2005
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