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27.11.07    London       Oman Air launch          Ziad Karim Al-Haremi  CEO  Oman Air                   PD

25.11.07    emailed      London                   Gordon Brown  Prime Minister  United Kingdom          PD

22.11.07    emailed      FAO Conference Rome      Jacques Diouf  Director General  FAO  Rome            PD

QUESTIONS

27.11.07    London       Oman Air launch          Ziad Karim Al-Haremi  CEO  Oman Air                   PD


Oman has recently made great progress in women's advancement, for example, with ministers of industrial crafts, higher education and social development:  is Oman Air also training women pilots?  on learning that there were already two pilots, I later asked:  Turkey has named its new Anatolian Istanbul airport after Sabiha Gokcen, Turkey's first female pilot and Kemal Ataturk's adopted daughter, while Jordan has named Amman airport after Queen Alia:  does Oman Air, now celebrating your inaugural flight to London, plan to name one of your airports after a distinguished Omani woman?

25.11.07    emailed      London                   Gordon Brown  Prime Minister  United Kingdom                   PD


In Delhi and Colombo, international airports have been named after women prime ministers, while elsewhere they bear the names of such distinguished women of history as Mother Teresa and Amelia Earhart:  in the United Kingdom on the other hand, if Liverpool and Belfast are any guide, they are named after male entertainers:  no doubt you would encourage the naming of public places after two of your heroines in "Courage: Eight Portraits", in time for the double anniversary of Edith Cavell in 2015 and the centenary of Cicely Saunders three years later: meanwhile could you use your influence to have the new Terminal Five, now that plans for the future of Heathrow have been published, named after another woman of courage,  Margaret Thatcher, without whose economic foresight both British Airways and the British Airports Authority may now be on the scrapheap?

----------

* PD or CPD denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly Parity Democrat (ISSN 1367-6946), or as honorary secretary of the 1980-founded Council for Parity Democracy.  Most questions were asked live, others were emailed on the spot.

#  Denotes a 5- 14-page paper on women's advancement and democracy prepared before the meeting, and sent with a postscript of questions asked at the meeting.  The above list is complemented by 17 others,  seven more "100 Questions on Women's Advancement"  and eleven "100 Questions on Democracy".
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22.11.07    emailed      FAO Conference Rome      Jacques Diouf  Director General  FAO  Rome       PD


Will you, as the only head of a major UN agency elected for three six-year terms, thanks in large part to the 57-member bloc vote of the Jeddah-based and Saudi-financed Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), whose representative is attending the current biennial FAO Conference in Rome, intervene with your fellow Moslem King Abdullah to pardon the 19-year-old gang-raped Qatif girl who has been sentenced to 200 lashes and six months in jail?

13.11.07  London       World Travel Market      VisitSweden stand  London  PD


Tomorrow, 14 November 2007, is the centenary of your great children's writer, the non-Nobel Literature laureate Astrid Lindgren:  do you plan to celebrate this anniversary as, for example, Denmark did here with the bicentenary of Hans Christian Andersen in 2005, now with the distribution of Pippi Longstocking pocket books?  And will you do something similar at the next World Travel Market in  2008, to mark the 150th anniversary on 20 November 2008 of your Nobel laureate Selma Lagerlöf, one of whose children's stories is illustrated on the reverse of your 20 kronor banknote?

13.11.07  London       World Travel Market      Ylli Pango  Minister of Tourism  Albania                PD


On 6 September 2007 we commemorated the 10th anniversary of the death of Mother Teresa including, by the Vatican, the issue of a 10 euro coin:  in three years, on 27 August 2010, we will celebrate the centenary of Mother Teresa's birth:  what plans is Albania, which has named the new Tirana International airport after Mother (Nene) Teresa, making to celebrate this 100th anniversary?

Note for the file:  After describing the 10th anniversary commemorations in Albania, Professor Pango said that one project planned for the 100th anniversary will be a permanent Mother Teresa pavilion in the National Museum in Tirana.

19.10.07    London       London Film Festival     Kevin Lima  Director  Disney Picture's Enchanted      PD


How far are you planning to portray older actresses in roles other than Susan Sarandon as Evil Queens?

Note for the file:  Two days later Michelle Pfeiffer, 50,, cast in "Stardust" as a witch, lamented on BBC radio about the shortage of roles for older actresses.  For the Venice Film Festival in August 2003 I prepared a paper "Celebrating Older Actresses" downloadable from the Distinguished Women page of my website

28. 9.07   London      emailed                  Editor  Wall Street Journal  New York                                         PD


Further to Nobel peace laureate Jody William's moving article on 26 October and to the Journal's initiative on 30 January 2003 in publishing a letter from eight European leaders calling for the disarming of the regime of Saddam Hussein, will the Journal suggest to the world's serving women presidents, prime ministers, foreign and defense ministers (listed in www.guide2womenleaders.com ) that they send a joint message of goodwill to Nobel peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, and also alert the Chinese leaders that, if they continue to condone the Burmese military regime's suppression and maiming of civilians, the Beijing Olympics and Paralympics may well be boycotted by caring women athletes?

16. 9.07   Porto   Agri Ministers  Mariann Fischer-Boel  EC Agri Commissioner                                   PD EU-33 07    

      Tomorrow evening, 17 September 2007, the European Ministers of Agriculture will dine facing the congress centre in Porto, in the Ferreira Wine Cellars, named for Antonia Adelaide Ferreira, the outstanding Porto wine-grower, businesswoman and philanthropist whose 200th birth anniversary we will celebrate in 2011:  already another such distinguished person, Cecilia Bonnefond, CEO of Veuve Clicquot, whose business bicentenary was celebrated in 2005, organizes every year, in some twenty countries in Europe and elsewhere, Awards for Outstanding Businesswomen, in all fields of enterprise:  in 2011, will Portugal and the EU use the Ferreira bicentenary to invite to Porto businesswomen active in food and farming, both established and aspiring, to exchange best practices and encourage girl and women wine and food producers throughout the Union?

15. 9.07   Porto   Finance Ministers  Reinoldijus Sarkinas Chair  Bank of Lithuania                             PD

      In 1994 Lithuania portrayed the novelist Juliya Zemaite on your popular 1 litas banknote, while in 2006 you issued a 50 litu coin to mark the bicentenary of the birth of your heroine Emilie Plater:  it has now been decided to install the European Institute for Gender Equality in Vilnius, starting work in 2007:  while this is a small body, its work is very important, so will the Bank consider that one way of making it better known would be to put the symbol of the new institute on one of your new current euro coins, somewhat as the dove symbol for the 1975 International Women's Year was incorporated into many coins worldwide?
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15. 9.07   Porto   Finance Ministers  Michael Bonello  Governor Cent Bank Malta    PD

      Further to our very pleasant meeting in Valletta in December 2006 when I gave to the Bank my 16-page illustrated list of Distinguished Women of History on Banknotes, I now attach an illustrated list of Women on Euro Coins:  no doubt you have considered the portrayal of distinguished women and men on your euro coins to be introduced in 2008:  if the portrait of the educator and President Agatha Barbara has not been transferred from your 1986 banknotes to a new euro coin, you might consider portraying her on a 10 euro commemorative in 2012, the 10th anniversary of her death, and still the only woman president in a southern European or Mediterranean country, and indeed only the sixth in Europe, before or after Finland, Iceland, Ireland, Latvia and Switzerland?

15. 9.07   Porto   Finance Ministers  Athanasios Orphanides Gov Cyprus Central Bank  PD

      In your plans to portray distinguished Cypriot women and men on your new euro coins from 2008 onward, will you strike one for the Venetian queen of Cyprus, arts sponsor and subject of several operas, Caterino Cornaro, the 500th anniversary of whose death falls on 10 July 2010?

15. 9.07   Porto   Finance Ministers   Zdenik Tuma Governor Czech Central Bank  PD

      The Czech Central Bank has an excellent record in portraying three distinguished women of history on the banknotes of your revived democracy:  when they give way to the euro notes, will you maintain the portraits of the saint, novelist or soprano on your current euro coins, thus emulating Austria and, soon, Spain;  or portray other distinguished Czech women, such as the poet Marie Pujmanova, the 50th anniversary of whose death is in 2008, or Zdenka Nedvedova Njedler, the doctor and Ravensbrueck survivor born on 20 August 1908?

15. 9.07   Porto   Finance Ministers   Didiers Reynders Deputy Prime Minister   Belgium  PD

      Belgium, which missed the opportunity of portraying distinguished Belgian women of history on successive series of banknotes, has yet to portray such a person on euro coins:  among major anniversaries coming up between 2007 and 2010 are those of the painter Clara Peeters, the selfless mother of Rubens, Maria Pypelincs, and Saint Gertrude, the abbess of Nivelles:  will you portray one or more of such women on commemorative euro coins, both as souvenirs for aspiring Belgian girls, and boys, and as a reminder to the tens of thousands of European civil servants in Brussels of the challenge to introduce parity into the Union and its institutions in the coming years and decades?

15. 9.07   Porto   Finance Ministers   Klaus Liebscher Governor  Austrian Central Bank     PD

      In 2002 Austria restored the 1969 #banknote portrait of the Nobel Peace laureate Bertha von Suttner to your 2 euro coin:  in 2008 will you restore your 1997 banknote portrait of the women`s rights leader Rosa Mayreder to a commemorative euro coin, for the 150th anniversary of her birth on 30 November 1858?  and make a new euro coin of the dancer Fanny Elssler in 2010 on the bicentenary of her birth?

14. 9.07   Porto (2)   Finance  Ministers  Christine Lagarde   Minister of Finance  France    PD


Now that President Sarkozy has taken the lead among G7 countries in appointing an able woman as Minister of Finance,  may we expect similar enlightenment in coming international nominations, of able women as presidents, for example, of the European Central Bank, the European Investment Bank, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the International Fund for Agricultural Development, and the International Monetary Fund?

      30 May 2007 marked the 100th birthday of Germaine Tillion, the ethnologist, Resistance leader and Ravensbrueck survivor, whose portrait I commissioned in the 1970s on a UN medal struck by the Monnaie de Paris:  will France now portray her on a current euro coin, emulating Austria and, soon, Spain, as a real-life semeuse or Marianne, perhaps along with my friend the late Resistance heroine Lucille Aubrac, and with Simone de Beauvoir, the centenary of whose birth the world will celebrate on 10 January 2008: in other words, of a new Three Graces, all of whom would overwhelm a modern Paris attempting to make a Judgment?

14. 9.07   Porto   Finance  Ministers  Fernando Texeira Dos Santos   Min Finance Portugal   PD


Since the Carnation Revolution of 1974, Portugal has made some 127 coin issues, but only two with passing reference to distinguished Portuguese women:  in 2008 we will celebrate the centenary of Maria Helena Vieria da Silva, the first woman painter to receive France's highest arts award:  in 2009 there will be a major anniversary of Philippa of Lancaster, the Mother of Portuguese Discoveries; and in 2011 the bicentenary of Antonia Adelaide Ferreira, the great wine-grower and philanthropist of our host city Porto:  could not one or more of these women grace a coming coin, in particular the annual 2 euros issued in millions of pieces?
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14. 9.07   Porto  EuroGroup Finance  Joaquin Almunia  EC Monetary Commissioner   PD

      May I first congratulate you on persuading the Spanish parliament to portray a distinguished woman of history on the circulation Euro coins, Clara Campoamor, the women’s rights leader (1888-1972), and ask whether for 2010, the Year of the 100th International Women’s Day, you will authorize a second annual 2 Euro coin, as you did this year for the 50th anniversary of the Rome treaties, but now to portray a distinguished woman of national or European history, and so help make the European institutions more girl- and woman- friendly?

Note for File:  The Spanish design, together with full Portugal paper, was handed both to Joaquin Almunia and ECB President Jean Claude Trichet

11. 9.07   Lisbon    Gender Conf  (2)    Elza Pais  Pres  Equality Commission  PM’s Office   PD

      In today's agenda for the Highlevel Group on Gender Mainstreaming, the Slovenians give the Girl Child as a priority during their coming six-month presidency of the European Union:  earlier the South Asian Association (SAARC) designated 1990 as the Year of the Girl Child, which they subsequently extended for the 1990-2000 Decade:  will 2008 be designated the European Year of the Girl Child?

            In Sri Lanka, Colombo airport has been named after Sirimavo Bandaranaike, the world’s first woman prime minister, while Delhi airport is now named after Indira Gandhi:  Porto airport is named after Francisco Sa Carneiro, Portugal's 111th male prime minister:  given the extensive efforts being made by the current Portuguese government to introduce gender parity into public life, will you now name another airport after Europe's and Portugal's first woman prime minister, Maria de Lurdes Pintassilgo (1930-2004), whose work for women's advancement would also be symbolic of your efforts to make travel more woman- and family-friendly?

Note for the file:  Attached is my paper for the June 2007 European Council in Brussels, where I list six airports named after distinguished women of history.  Elza Pais for her part mentioned that the theme of the French EU presidency for the second half of 2008 will be Women in Armed Conflict, in which my friend, Lesley Abdela of Project Parity, now in Nepal, her seventh country of conflict resolution, is an international authority.

11. 9.07   Lisbon    Gender Conference     Jorge Lacao   Secretary of  State  PM’s Office   PD


In the original draft of the European constitution, there was the requirement that at least one of the three candidate Commissioners from each country be a woman and a man:  in the final draft this was watered down to requiring only that all candidates be of excellent quality:  subsequently, when the Portuguese Prime Minister became President of the European Commission in 2004, he made a point of having EU governments put forward able women, eventually achieving 8 women out of 27 Commissioners, almost as high a ratio as the 30% women members of the European Parlt:  there is no guarantee that the next President of the Commission, or Union, will be as enlightened as Jose Manuel Barroso:  in the drafting of the reform treaty now taking place during the current Portuguese EU presidency, is Portugal making efforts, not necessarily in the text, but in a protocol or other record, that at least 30% of the new Commissioners be men?

7. 9.07  Viana  Foreign Ministers Meeting   Carl Bildt  Foreign  Minister  Sweden  PD

      On 19 June 2007 we should have been celebrating the 50th birthday of one of your distinguished predecessors as foreign minister of Sweden, the assassinated pro-European Anna Lindh:  already the Euro-Mediterranean Foundation for Dialogue between Cultures, in Alexandria, has been named after Anna, as has a Swedish-financed Harvard chair in the Kennedy School of Government:  will Sweden press at the current meeting that at least the first 15 European countries set up other initiatives in "Global Leadership and Foreign Policy" named after Anna Lindh, in time for 11 September 2008, the fifth anniversary of Anna's death, about which date the European foreign ministers will be holding another Informal Meeting in France?

13. 7.07    London       Annual General Meeting   Chris Gibson-Smith  Chair  British Land Co plc        PD


British Land is building or developing several structures of outstanding architecture, even iconic buildings like the Broadgate Tower to be completed in 2008:  does British Land plan to issue a booklet or book dedicated to your prize-winning and similar buildings?      
Among British Land's current board of twelve directors, there seem to be no architects:  as it happens, I write on distinguished women, including female architects, some of them responsible for designing commercial buildings:  would you welcome my list of such architects for appointments to future boards?

Note for the file:  After the Annual General Meeting, I handed to Charles Gibson-Smith, whose daughter is an architect, the list contained in Annex A of the paper prepared for the 2005 triennial World Congress of Architecture.  The full paper is attached, together with other questions I have asked on architecture and heritage from 1995 to 2005.  Also, for the record, at least one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World was built by a woman, by Artemisia, the sister and widow of King Mausolus of Halicarnassus.
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29. 6.07  emailed      London                   Gordon Brown  Prime Minister  United Kingdom          PD


In expressing disappointment that you have reduced the number of women in your cabinet from 8 to 5, with still only 1 in the 6 highest offices of state, and named only 1 woman to the new 15-member Business Council for Britain, will you at least emulate President Sarkozy's appointment of the first G7 woman finance minister, by nominating for the post of Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund, when Rodrigo de Rato resigns in October 2007, such an able person as Bank of England Deputy Governor Rachel Lomax or another of the calibre of the 460 able British women, among 5000 from 130 democracies, whose names I have circularized since 1980 for such leadership posts, names which may be downloaded from the Home page of my website?

21. 6.07  Brussels     European Council         Hans-Gert Poettering  President  European Parliament  PD   EU32  


When the United Nations was opened up to new countries in the 1960s, the progress of able women was set back a generation, it being 36 years between 1970 and 2006 before a woman was again elected as President of the UN General Assembly; the European Parliament has a good record in women's representation, averaging some 30 percent women MEPs over 20 years; will you endeavour to make sure, in the coming reforms of the European Union, that at least one third of all major office-holders, appointed as well as elected, are also able women?

19. 6.07  emailed      European Council         Andrej Rant   Deputy Governor  Bank of Slovenia


Now that the painter Ivana Kobilca has disappeared from Slovenian money, will you maintain the presence of distinguished women, for example, by portraying on a commemorative Euro coin the actress Ita Rina, whose centenary falls on 8 July 2007?   And will you similarly commemorate on 8 January 2008 the 90th anniversary of Wilson's Fourteen Points, which brought independence to Yugoslavia, and Slovenia?

Note for the file:  an illustrated list of women on Euro coins may be downloaded from my site www.shequality.org

 8. 6.07  Heiligendamm G8 summit                Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva  President  Brazil          PD    G8 2007  


In Latin America at least 11 of the 20 countries, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Dominican

Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama and Venezuela, have had women Presidents, Acting Presidents or Vice-Presidents:  how soon will Brazil show similar enlightenment?

 6. 6.07  Heiligendamm G8 summit (2)            Shinzo Abe  Prime Minister  Japan                     PD    G8 2007


Over the past twenty years many non-G8 countries have been invited to attend G8 summits, but so far not a single woman president or prime minister:  there are some four countries which are Japan's Pacific Rim neighbours which have women in such positions, Chile, Korea, New Zealand and Philippines, the last being President Gloria Arroyo of whom you speak so highly in your Cool Earth 50 address of 24 May 2007:  will you begin to make good this G8 democratic deficit by including such outstanding women among the heads of state and government invited by Japan to the G8 summit in Hokkaido in July 2008?

 1. 6.07    London       emailed (3)              Irma Rosenberg  First Deputy Governor Riksbank Sweden PD


Will you issue Pippi Longstocking coins for the centenary of Astrid Lindgren's birth on 14 November 2007, along the lines of the Swiss franc Heidi coins issued on the death centenary of Johanna Spyri in 2001, or the Finnish euro Moomin coins issued in 2004 for the 90th anniversary of Tove Jansson's birth (as illustrated in the attachment), gold or silver coins which should prove invaluable presents from grandmothers to granddaughters in all the countries where Astrid's works have been translated?     
And add a special inscription on the Selma Lagerlöf 20 kronor notes on the 150th anniversary of her birth on 20 November 2008?


And will you and your Riksbank colleagues point out to the Bank's Nobel Committee that they have yet to make an award to a woman economist since the Prize was instituted following the Rikbank's 300th anniversary in 1968?

Note for the file:  On 15 September 1980 I met with future Governor Bengt Dennis at the Riksbank in Stockholm to persuade him to issue notes with full portraits of distinguished women of history (illustrated list of women's banknotes also attached), while on 20 July 1996 I wrote to the Swedish Prime Minister and Nobel Economics Prize chair Lars Werin sending names of women economists etc who might be considered for the Prize
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21. 5.07    Kazan        EBRD Meeting             Trajko Slaveski  Minister of Finance Macedonia        PD   EB2007


In three years, on 27 August 2010, the world will celebrate the 100th birthday in Skopje, Macedonia, of Mother Teresa of Calcutta who, for her work and love for the dying and poorest of the poor, has already been beatified  Albania has named Tirana airport after Mother Teresa while, on my January 2007 visit to India, the financial authorities in Mumbai and Kolkata expressed interest in commemorating the centenary with coins, if not banknotes:  on my arrival at this EBRD presentation, I was moved to see your beautiful leaflet illustrating Mother Teresa's statue in Skopje:  for the 100th anniversary itself, could Macedonia invite, say, 100 sister and brother Missionaries of Charity from around the world to visit Skopje in 2010, or offer restorative holidays, in your beautiful country's health resorts, to 100 children, cared for by the Missionaries of Charity, in India, Africa and Latin America?

Note for the file:  Minister Slaveski replied that they were already restoring Mother Teresa's birthplace on the central square of Skopje:  I asked whether this and the surrounding old houses might be declared a Unesco World Heritage site in time for the 2010 centenary

20. 5.07    Kazan        EBRD Meeting             Alison Smale & Women in Business & Govt panel         PD   EB2007


On 18 May, from Samara, I emailed US President Bush and Vice-President Cheney as follows: 

May I renew the suggestion made in my letter of 6 September 2000, sent to you in Austin and downloadable from the Letters page of my website, listing names of 90 able US women bankers, businesswomen and administrators, that you nominate such a person to carry on the good work for women's advancement undertaken by Paul Wolfowitz, and in particular draw your attention, in view of Laura's promotion of reading,  to the excellent qualities of Marjorie Scardino, CEO of Pearson Education?  


Would any member of the panel, or fellow-listeners, like to add to my list and reinforce my arguments? 

18. 5.07    Samara       emailed                  George Bush  President  United States                 PD


May I renew the suggestion made in my letter of 6 September 2000, sent to you in Austin and downloadable from the Letters page of my website, listing the names of 90 able US women bankers, businesswomen and administrators, that you nominate such a person to carry on the good work for women's advancement carried out by Paul Wolfowitz, and in particular draw your attention, in view of Laura's promotion of reading,  to the excellent qualities of Marjorie Scardino, CEO of Pearson Education?

26. 4.07    London       Barclays AGM             Marcus Agius  Chair Barclays Bank  Britain          PD


In congratulating you on your appointments of  women directors to the British Airports Authority when you were BAA Chair, may I offer you my list of 5000 names of able women from 130 democracies (a 90-page download, as attached) circularized since 1980 as capable of offering leadership in international and national institutions, including the World Bank (IBRD), EBRD and IMF?


Also, will you take the opportunity of the Bank of England portraying on the five-pound note the Quaker social reformer, Elizabeth Fry, a member of the East Anglian Gurney family at the origins of Barclays Bank, to highlight and enhance the benefits you offer to women and girls?

Note for the file:  I had first proposed Elizabeth Fry to the Bank of England in 1980, the 200th anniversary of her birth:  a 16-page illustrated list of some 130 banknotes portraying distinguished women of history, many at my suggestion, may be downloaded from the Home page of my website.  On my unsuccessful attempt to get Heathrow Terminal 5 named after Margaret Thatcher, the question put to Marcus Agius at the BAA AGM on 27 July 2004, airports named after distinguished women now include:

Albania       Tirana       Mother Teresa           Beatified in 2003

India         Delhi        Indira Gandhi           Prime Minister

Jordan        Amman        Queen Alia              King's Consort

Sri Lanka     Colombo      Sirimavo Bandaranaike   Prime Minister

Turkey        Istanbul 2   Sabiha Gokcen           First woman pilot

U S A         Atchison KS  Amelia Earhart          Pioneer aviator

I have tried to get airports in at least Canada, France, Sweden named after distinguished women, in an effort to make travel woman- and family-friendly.
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21. 4.07  Berlin       Informal ECOFIN            Jean-Claude Trichet  President  ECB               PD   EU31-07


In your work to promote able women to senior positions in European central banking, will you and other central bankers visit the Topography of Terror exhibition, across the road from the German Finance Ministry, in homage to the first ever woman governor of a central bank, Greta Kuckhoff, president of the East German central bank from 1950 to 1958, who was no token appointment, but an economist, interrogated in the gestapo prison 300 metres from here, and sentenced to death for her Resistance activity, till liberated in 1945?

Note for the file:  Halfway through my question, my microphone was switched off, but I continued, and later handed the question to Mr Trichet, who thanked me for it.

20. 4.07  Berlin       Informal ECOFIN            Jean-Claude Juncker Prime/Finance Minister  Luxembourg    PD    


At least two European countries will celebrate in 2007 the 800th birthday of the great medieval Saint Elisabeth, Hungary with a 5000 forint coin, Germany with a 10 euro coin and 55 cent stamp (both coins illustrated in The Parity Democrat for May, downloadable from the Home page of www.shequality.org, and Thuringia with a six-month cultural programme:  how will Luxembourg, the 2007 cultural capital of Europe, commemorate Saint Elizabeth, whose mother house you have hosted since 1672, and whose Grand Duchess Maria Teresa has shown Saint Elisabeth's concern for the disabled children in the care of the Sisters?

20. 4.07  Berlin       Informal ECOFIN            Klaus Wowereit  Mayor of Berlin  Germany    PD


(emailed)  I was surprised, when attending the European Finance Ministers meeting at the Berlin House of Representatives, to note that, among the 20 Honorary Citizen portraits of German and international politicians and artists, there was not a single woman: presumably it is now too late to include the distinguished Resister and Judge Marion Yorck von Wartenburg (14 June 1904-13 April 2007) who died a week ago, but will you now remedy this democratic deficit by including such a person as Hildegard Hamm-Bruecher, the chemist and educator, and 1992 candidate for President of Germany, who also grew up in Berlin, in Dahlem, and who resigned on principle in 1982 rather than switch sides from the SDP to the CDU without an election?

20. 4.07  Berlin       Informal ECOFIN            Franz-Josef Jung  Minister of Defence  Germany    PD


(emailed)  With the centenary on 15 November 2007 of the birth of Claus von Stauffenberg, will you invite to Berlin other Resisters throughout Germany, Europe and the world, to honour this courageous soldier, if not possible for the still-living Germaine Tillion, 100 on 30 May 2007, then for others still able to travel, somewhat as for the past fifty years Turkey has invited all survivors from Gallipoli 1915, and with Germany renewing such invitations till at least Europe Day 9 May 2021, the centenary of the birth of Sophie Scholl?

20. 4.07  Berlin       Informal ECOFIN         Joaquin Almunia  European Monetary Commissioner   PD   EU31-07


For the 50th anniversary of the Rome treaties on 25 March 2007, you succeeded in getting all 13 EuroGroup countries, and 4 candidates, to issue 2 euro commemorative coins, at least 17 coins in all:  2010 marks the 100th anniversary of another European initiative, to establish an International Women's Day, now celebrated in all 27 countries of the European Union, and in at least 100 more countries worldwide:  will you encourage another joint coin issue for 8 March 2010, 100th International Women's Day, both for its own sake, and in a small way to compensate for the fact that, among the 16 countries now issuing euro coins (13 EuroGroup, plus Monaco, San Marino and Vatican) and for 5 of the next 11 already announced, only 1 current coin out of 168 (21 x 8), features a distinguished woman of history, the 2 euros of Austria, portraying Bertha von Suttner, who promoted the creation of the Nobel Peace Prize?

25. 3.07    Berlin       EU 50 Anniversary summit Bernd Neumann  Minister of Culture Germany            PD


In congratulating you on the beautiful 10 euro coin issued to celebrate the 800th anniversary in 2007 of Elisabeth of Thuringia, one of my favourite saints, and a coin illustrated in the attached paper along with twenty other euro coins portraying distinguished women of history: �may I draw your attention to that paper's 50 other German women whose centenaries come between 2007 and 2010, in the hope that you will similarly commemorate, for example, your fellow Bremer citizen, the painter Paula Modersohn-Becker, on her centenary this 20 November;  the writer Bettina von Arnim, whose portrait graced the 5 Mark banknote, for her 150th anniversary on 20 January 2009;  and the athlete and Resistance heroine Kaethe Tucholla, for the centenary of her birth on 10 January 2010? 

25. 3.07    Berlin       EU 50 Anniversary summit Romano Prodi  Prime Minister  Italy                   PD


In the major Berlin art exhibition timed for the 50th anniversary of the Rome Treaties, that of 50 Objects of Beauty chosen from Berlin collections by the Italian ambassador, only one is by a woman artist, Astrid Klein, despite the many works, for example, of such German artists as Kaethe Kollwitz and Paula Modersohn-Becker, whose centenary we commemorate in 2007:  will you make up for this by creating an exhibit in Rome of 50 Objects of Beauty, including 49 by women artists?  And may I ask this of a statesman who, as EC President, was the first such European leader, in answer to my question at the Helsinki European Council on 11 December 1999, to express public disappointment at the paucity of able women in top EU positions? 
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25. 3.07    Berlin (2)   EU 50 Anniversary summit Angela Merkel  Federal Chancellor  Germany            PD


In your address this morning you looked forward 50 years, to 2057:  in three years, on 8 March 2010, Europe and the world will celebrate another anniversary, the 100th International Women's Day, proposed by another distinguished person from Berlin and eastern Germany, Clara Zetkin, whose 150th anniversary we celebrate this 5 July:� will you take the opportunity of the 2010 centenary to call a meeting of Europe's and the world's top women scientists, artists and writers, as well as your fellow members of the Council of Women World Leaders, as a demonstration of how much better Europe and the world will be when, hopefully well before 2057, we bring to bear on public affairs the ability, courage and compassion of both halves of humankind?


In the Institute of Physics, at 76 Portland Place in London, which has 40 000 members, the rooms in one half of the building are named after eight British women physicists, including Caroline Herschel, Ada Lovelace and Rosalind Franklin:  is Germany commemorating its distinguished women physicists, such as Lise Meitner and Hertha Sponer, in similar ways, in an effort to attract girls, as you once were, to excel in science?

25. 3.07    Berlin       EU 50 Anniversary summit Anders Fogh Rassmussen  Prime Minister  Denmark       PD

     In three years, on 8 March 2010, we will celebrate another major anniversary, the 100th International Women's Day, proposed from 1911 onward by a women's conference meeting in 1910 at 69 Jagtvej Copenhagen:� today, 25 March itself, Britain is commemorating the 200th anniversary of Parliament and the Royal Navy abolishing the transatlantic slave trade, which Denmark had abolished five years earlier, on 16 May 2002:� when, in anticipation of your bicentenary, I asked your predecessor how this Danish first would be commemorated, he told me to leave this to the historians: will you celebrate the 2010 centenary less phlegmatically, for example, with Denmark's first woman prime minister?

20. 3.07    London       IFE 2007                 Deirdre Hutton  Chair  Food Standards Agency  UK      PD


This is the first biennial International Food Exhibition (IFE) held in London to have a children's section:  given the growing problem of child obesity and what you have just said on moderating children's tv food advertising,  are there plans to hold exhibitions devoted to children's food, to which parents can bring their families to show how healthy foods can both look and taste good?

18. 3.07    London       emailed                  Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD


Will you take the opportunity of the 50th anniversary in Berlin on Sunday 25 March of the Rome European treaties to draw attention to the simultaneous 200th anniversary of the British Parliament and the Royal Navy abolishing the transatlantic slave trade  to propose a European-wide Humankind Security Initiative to halt the trafficking of women and girls, rather as in 2003 Britain and other democracies created the Proliferation Security Initiative to halt traffic in weapons of mass destruction?

13. 3.07    Birmingham   British Travel Fair      Heads of Five UK Tourism Boards                       PD 


The theme of the UN's World Tourism Day on 27 September 2007 will be Tourism Opening Doors to Women:  in Birmingham last year I drew attention to the 144-page illustrated brochure from Piedmont, in Italian and English, on Suggestions for Travelling Women, which, thanks to Mercedes Bresso  President of the Piedmont Region, I am pleased to hand to the heads here of tourism in England, Ireland, London, Scotland and Wales, along with my 2007 centenaries paper of 70 British women and 40 other major anniversaries:

may I ask now whether you have been able to develop any initiative to welcome women and girl travellers and also, another point raised last year, whether you have drawn up a rolling ten-year calendar of centenaries of British city and village centenaries?

 7. 3.07    London (3)   Scotland Yard launch     Commander Sue Campbell  Metropolitan Police  London   PD


For the past ten years and more  Unicef and other bodies have paid special attention to the needs of the girl child, usually understood as females under 18:  in the London Metropolitan Police launch today of your Human Trafficking Team, will you make a distinction between the needs of women and girls who are the objects of trafficking?


On several occasions recently I have asked whether Britain will use the opportunity of the 25 March bicentennial of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade  to launch a Humankind Security Initiative, analogous to the 2003 Proliferation Security Initiative against weapons of mass destruction, but now to make a concerted effort to stop human trafficking:  do you know of any action of this kind to commemorate the 200th anti-slavery anniversary?


Anti-Slavery International reckons that there are some 12 000 000 persons throughout the world living in modern forms of slavery:  how soon will the Human Trafficking Team be able to give tentative figures of modern-day slaves in Britain?
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23.1.07  Delhi         Development Summit       Tarja Halonen    President of Finland                PD


In 2006 Finland celebrated the centenary of your being the first country in the world both to give women the vote and to allow women to stand for parliament:  did you commemorate this centenary by cooperative programmes with women in India and elsewhere in the world?

19. 1.07  Kolkata    emailed                       Lennart Bage    President of  IFAD    Rome             PD


During the presidency of Idriss Jazairy in the late 1980s, the International Fund for Agricultural Development became the first UN body to count more women than men among its loan beneficiaries, even if IFAD is still some way from the 90% claimed by the 2006 Nobel Peace laureate, the Grameen Bank:  among UN bodies at least two have benefited from having women heads, the World Food Program in the 1990s under Catherine Bertini whose school feeding projects brought tens of millions of girls into at least primary education, and Unicef which, with successive women heads since the early 1990s, paid much more attention to the neglected needs of the girl child:  you have been the first head of IFAD to appoint a woman Assistant President:  


now that your two four-year term maximum mandate is coming to an end, will you encourage able women to stand for the IFAD presidency, in particular from the old third category, not OPEC or OECD, but from developing democracies such as India, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Nigeria, South Africa, Brazil and Mexico, in the expectation that, unlike we men, they will be more empathetic to the needs and challenges facing rural women and girls who, since the time of gatherers and hunters, have taken on the responsibilities both of feeding their families and putting aside savings, not for beer or bust-ups, but for the betterment of their children, girls as well as boys?

Note for the file:  this question is sent ahead of my near annual attendance at IFAD’s Governing Council, in Rome on 14-15 February 2007, in case the IFAD press officers, for a third time, call for questions only from journalists they have paid to attend, and the IFAD president is too polite to override his staff.  It is also a little (!) longer than a question on the spot, to offer more thought for food.  Also the head of the neighbouring Food and Agriculture Organization, Jacques Diouf, has just appointed two women Assistant Directors-General, no doubt in part, as in 1999, to obviate my renewing criticism of his more blatant sexism, the most recent example being his insistence on standing for a third six-year term, despite the FAO constitution being amended to allow future incumbents a maximum of ten years, which has thus deprived FAO of having a woman Director General for its first 66 years, unlike the World Health Organization, which has just appointed its second head.

28.12.06    London       Harrods Sale            Mohamed Al-Fayed  Owner  Harrods                      PD


November 2007 marks the 25th anniversary of the opening of Helen House in Oxford, the world's first children's hospice, which will be the subject of an eight-part documentary on BBC Two, starting on Tue 9 Jan at 10 pm:  at a past Harrods Sale you invited (the now 11-year-old) Kirsty Howard,  who in October 2006 reached the 5 000 000 target for her hospice, Francis House in Manchester:  will you celebrate this 25th anniversary by adding to your good work in favour of children's hospices?
29.11.06  Riga         Nato summit             Andrus Ansip  Prime Minister  Estonia             PD    Nato-4   


Earlier this year Lithuania issued a 50 litu coin (illustration held up for Estonian ministers to see, and later handed in) to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of Emily Plater:  are there similar heroines in Estonian history who resisted oppressors from the east?  and will any more recent heroine be honoured when Estonia celebrates your 90th anniversary of independence in February 2008?

29.11.06  Riga         Nato summit             Sergei Stanishev  Prime Minister  Bulgaria        PD    Nato-4   


This year marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of your heroine Anastasia Dimitrova, and 2007 that of Rajna Popgeorgieva, the only woman so far portrayed on a Bulgarian coin:  both women struggled for independence from your neighbour to the south:  are there other Bulgarian women who, like John XXIII when he was Papal Nuncio in Sofia, worked for the survival of Bulgaria's Jews or who, like Doina Cornea in your neighbour to the north, protested against the evil of communism?

28.11.06  Riga         Nato summit              Margaret Beckett  Foreign Secretary  Britain          PD   Nato-4   


25 March 2007 marks the bicentenary of the UK Parliament abolishing the transatlantic slave trade, which, among other events, will be commemorated by a two pound coin and a series of postage stamps, one of them portraying a woman abolitionist:  this act of parliament was enforced over the next century by the Royal Navy:  given that the main driving force behind the establishment of NATO in 1949 was Labour's first foreign secretary, Ernest Bevin, will you, as Britain's first woman foreign secretary, take the lead in establishing a Humankind Security Initiative, perhaps in cooperation with NATO and analogous to the  Proliferation Security Initiative established in May 2003, in order to diminish what Britain's and the world's oldest NGO, Anti-Slavery International, reckon to form a major part of the millions of people living in modern forms of slavery, the trafficking of young women and girls? 
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28.11.06  Riga         Nato summit              Angela Merkel  Federal Chancellor  Germany            PD    Nato-4   


This Nato summit is taking place near the geographical origins of the holocaust, one of whose first actions was the murder of 1050 persons in Kaunas by local mobs on 25 June 1941:  as that summer progressed, the nazis began to inflict terrible losses on the Russian civilian population:  in June 2007 the next G8 summit will take place in Heiligendamm, the first such meeting in east Germany where another terrible crime was committed, the rape by Red Army soldiers in 1945 of some 2 000 000 women and girls, a number estimated from soviet and ddr archives by the Sandhurst-trained  historian Antony Beevor in his 2002 book "Berlin: The Downfall", and symbolized in the Reg Traviss film "Joy Division" released in early November 2006, where a refugee German schoolgirl is gang-raped and, a few days later, gang-raped and murdered:  modern democratic Germany has made considerable restitutions for nazi crimes:  on 13 October 1993 President Yeltsin apologized for the killing of 600 000 Japanese prisoners-of-war in Siberia:  will the G8 summit in Heiligendamm offer the setting for President Putin to express regret at the targeting of soviet revenge on non-combatant women and girls?

28.11.06  Riga         Nato summit              James Appathurai  Nato Spokesperson                   PD   Nato-4   


At least 5 of the 26 Nato countries, Canada, France, Germany, Norway and the United States, now have, or have recently had, women generals and admirals:  is Nato encouraging other member countries to train, and promote, women so that the Euro-Atlantic alliance can benefit from the ability and courage of half our population in the defence of peace and democracy?   

27.11.06  Riga         Nato summit (2)          Vaira Vike-Freiberga  President  Latvia               PD   Nato-4


In sixty years of United Nations history  you, Madame President, have been the only woman of ability, and courage, knowing that you might well face two vetoes, to be nominated for the post of UN Secretary General:  three years ago the youngish Norwegian woman minister of defence was considered for the post of NATO Secretary General:  with your leaving the Latvian presidency next June, would you permit yourself to be nominated as a future NATO Secretary General, which would both demonstrate the new-found freedom of once captive nations and, being an able and courageous woman, symbolize par excellence that in democracies the military is subject to civilian authority?


2006 saw the publication of the illustrated volume One Hundred Great Latvians:  they include only 9 women:  will 2007 or a later year see the complementary publication of One Hundred Great Latvian Women, to include persons who sheltered Jews and partisans or who, like Helena Celmina and Lidija Doronina-Lasmane, opposed soviet totalitarianism?

 7.11.06  London       World Travel Market     GU Zhaoxi  Vice Chair  China Tourism                   PD


At the World Women's Conference in Beijing in 1995, I was impressed with the great progress made by Chinese women in engineering:  in the following ten years similar progress has been made by women athletes:  apparently China now has a major program for the creation of museums:  does China plan to dedicate one of the Beijing Olympic buildings after 2008 to the first International Museum of Women in Sport, to encourage girls and women athletes the world over?

Note for the file:  After the Excel press conference, I described to Mr Gu another remarkable discovery in Beijing 1995, that of the magnificent paintings of famous Chinese women of history by QIN Bailan, the wheelchair-bound artist in Liaoning who had prepared the official calendar presented to every delegate of the UN Women's Conference.  Bailan has also done paintings of children at play, which may be seen at http://qbl.xicp.net, so I asked whether Bailan, who is also a member of  the Peoples Congress and who has won many national and international awards, could be named an official artist of her fellow disabled achievers at the 2008 Beijing Paralympic Games

20.10.06    Lahti        EU Informal Summit       Vladimir Putin  President  Russia                     PD


A week ago you wisely observed that the murder of Anna Politkovskaya would do more damage to Russian democracy than any of her critical articles:  will you give tangible expression and perpetuate your perspicacity by erecting a statue or other memorial to Anna, somewhat as there now exists in St Petersburg a museum dedicated to the poet Anna Akhmatova who throughout her life was harassed by Stalinist thugs?

25. 9.06  Kuala L    IMF Annual Meetings   ZETI Aziz  Governor  Bank of Malaysia


In September 2000 at the World Bank meetings in Prague I congratulated you on your recent appointment and handed you my newest list of women governors of central banks and finance ministers:  has there been any progress with my suggestion then that you feature women in the modern economy and society on your banknotes and coins, somewhat as Thailand has school girls (and boys) on the reverse of its 100 baht note; Cambodia a classroom on its 100 riel note;  Singapore a woman athlete on its 10 dollars and a woman scientist on its 10 000 dollars; and as the opportunity arises in Malaysia for new notes and coins to be issued for your 50th anniversary on 31 August 2007?
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19. 9.06  Singapore  IMF Annual Meetings  Anne Krueger  First Deputy Managing Director  IMF


Having studied economics at an Oxford college now headed by Frances Cairncross, may I first say what a rare privilege it is to listen to another distinguished woman economist, and this in a world where the IMF Per Jacobsson lecture has only once been given by another such person, Canada's Sylvia Ostry, a record broken only by the Nobel Economics Prize which, in forty years, has never been awarded to a woman:  my question:  women, we learn, are more given to cooperation than competition:  will multilateralism in the 21st century, the title of your lecture, be better consolidated and enhanced when there is a critical mass of women central bankers and ministers of trade and finance, not to mention heads of multilateral institutions?

Note for the file:  To great applause from the audience, Anne Krueger said she was unaware that the colour of money had any sex.  I then gave her my 16-page illustrated list, downloadable in colour from my website, of some 140 distinguished women on banknotes  

17. 9.06  Singapore  IMF Annual Meetings  Hilary Benn  Sec State  International Development  UK


Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania have just announced that they will nominate President Vaira Vike-Freiberga of Latvia for the post of UN Secretary General, beginning 1 January 2007, the first woman ever to be so nominated since the UN was founded in 1945:  will Britain support her nomination?

Note for the file:  President Chirac will most probably support the candidature of this French-speaking Canadian, as will President Bush, in appreciation of Latvia hosting the Nato summit on 28 November 2006 (coincidentally, my 72nd birthday).  The riddle inside the enigma etc will be the attitude of President Putin, who might do so, first as a sign of repentance for the Soviets gobbling up Latvia after the 1939 Molotov-Ribbentrop pact;  secondly, in appreciation of President Vaira's restraining influence on the Latvianization of her many Russian-speaking citizens, most of them retirees;  and third out of embarrassment at the soviets vetoing the last Baltic candidate in the 1960s, Max Jakobson of Finland, partly to appease their Arab client states, and partly because Finland had thwarted the soviet invasion consequent on the 1939 secret agreement. 

11.  9. 06      Helsinki   ASEM Summit  Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono  President  Indonesia  PD

       In 1990 South Asia, through its Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) designated 1990 as the Year of the Girl Child, which was then extended to 2000 as the Decade of the Girl Child, both to promote nutrition, education and employment for girls and young women, and to halt the growing deficit of some 50 000 000 missing women in relation to men:  Indonesia has had many distinguished women leaders in the past, including the educator Raden Ajdeng Kartini, while Korea, Finland and Portugal, the other countries speaking at this press conference, have all had women prime ministers:  but there also seems to be some 50 000 000 missing women in East Asia:  does ASEM or ASEAN have any programmes to promote the health and happiness of girls and young women in East and South East Asia?

11.  9. 06      Helsinki   10th AEBF       Christoffer Taxell  Chair  Finnish Industries     PD

      As there is nothing I can find in the Chair's statement of this 10th Asia-Europe Business Forum (AEBF), what is the Forum doing to encourage women entrepreneurs, in micro-finance, in small and medium enterprises, and in breaking through the glass ceilings in major corporations?  Do you plan, for example, to call a forum of women entrepreneurs to exchange best practices between Asia and Europe?

9.  9. 06      Helsinki     Ecofin               Lescek Balcerowicz  President  National  Bank of Poland    PD

      You may have seen that Lithuania has just issued a coin to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of your heroine Emily Plater who, on the 100th anniversary in 1931 of her death, was portrayed for ten years on your 20 zlotych banknotes:  it would be nice to learn that Poland too will issue such a coin, but if not, and while Europe waits with bated breath to see Marie Sklodowska Curie reappear on one of your future current euro coins, will you continue your enlightened policy of portraying distinguished Polish women of history on your zlotys, for example the harpsichordist Wanda Landowska on the 50th anniversary of her death on 16 August 2009, or the novelist Eliza Orzeszkowa on the centenary of her death in 2010?

9.  9. 06      Helsinki   Ecofin        Zsigmond Jarai  President  National Bank of Hungary      PD

      You may have seen that in 2007 Germany will issue a 10 euro coin commemorating the 800th anniversary of the birth of St Elizabeth of (Thuringia and) Hungary, and that Luxembourg may have other celebrations, given that her mother house has been established in its capital for 300 years and more:  will Hungary also honour one of Europe's greatest medieval carers for the sick and the poor?
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13.11.07    London       World Travel Market      VisitSweden stand  London                             PD

    "         "            "     "      "         Ylli Pango  Minister of Tourism  Albania              PD 

19.10.07    London       London Film Festival     Kevin Lima  Director  Disney Picture's Enchanted      PD

19. 9.07    London       emailed                  Editor  Wall Street Journal  New York                 PD

16. 9.07    Porto        Agri Ministers           Mariann Fischer-Boel  EC Agri Commissioner            PD    EU-33 07

15. 9.07      "          Finance Ministers        Reinoldijus Sarkinas Chair  Bank of Lithuania         PD    EU-33 07

    "         "             "        "            Michael Bonello  Governor Central Bank Malta          PD    EU-33 07

    "         "             "        "            Athanasios Orphanides Gov Cyprus Central Bank         PD    EU-33 07

    "         "             "        "            Zdenik Tuma Governor Czech Central Bank               PD    EU-33 07

    "         "             "        "            Didiers Reynders Deputy Prime Minister Belgium        PD    EU-33 07

    "         "             "        "            Klaus Liebscher Governor Austrian Central Bank        PD    EU-33 07

14. 9.07    Porto (2)       "        "            Christine Lagarde   Minister of Finance  France       PD    EU-33 07

    "         "             "        "            Fernando Texeira Dos Santos  Min Fin Portugal         PD    EU-33 07

    "         "          EuroGroup Finance        Joaquin Almunia  EC Monetary Commissioner             PD    EU-33 07

11. 9.07    Lisbon       Gender Conference        Elza Pais Pres Equality Commission PM's Office        PD    EU-33 07

    "         "            "        "             Jorge Lacao   Secretary of  State  PM's Office        PD    EU-33 07

 7. 9.07    Viana        Foreign Ministers        Carl Bildt  Foreign  Minister  Sweden                 PD    EU-33 07

13. 7.07    London       Annual General Meeting   Chris Gibson-Smith  Chair  British Land Co plc        PD

29. 6.07    emailed      London                   Gordon Brown  Prime Minister  United Kingdom          PD

21. 6.07    Brussels     European Council         Hans-Gert Poettering  President  European Parliament  PD    EU32  

19. 6.07    emailed         "        "            Andrej Rant   Deputy Governor  Bank of Slovenia

 8. 6.07    Heiligendamm G8 summit                Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva  President  Brazil          PD    G8 2007  

 6. 6.07         "        "   "                   Shinzo Abe  Prime Minister  Japan                     PD    G8 2007

 1. 6.07    London       emailed (3)              Irma Rosenberg  First Deputy Governor Riksbank Sweden PD

21. 5.07    Kazan        EBRD Meeting             Trajko Slaveski  Minister of Finance Macedonia        PD   EB2007

20. 5.07      "           "      "                Alison Smale & Women in Business & Govt panel         PD   EB2007

18. 5.07    Samara       emailed                  George Bush  President  United States                 PD

26. 4.07    London       Barclays AGM             Marcus Agius  Chair Barclays Bank  Britain            PD

21. 4.07    Berlin       Informal ECOFIN          Jean-Claude Trichet  President  ECB                   PD   EU31-07

20. 4.07      "             "       "             Jean-Claude Juncker Prime/Fin Minister Luxembourg     PD   

    "         "             "       "             Klaus Wowereit  Mayor of Berlin  Germany              PD

    "         "             "       "             Franz-Josef Jung  Minister of Defence  Germany        PD

    "         "             "       "             Joaquin Almunia  European Monetary Commissioner       PD   EU31-07

25. 3.07    Berlin       EU 50 Anniversary summit Bernd Neumann  Minister of Culture Germany            PD

    "         "           "  "      "        "    Romano Prodi  Prime Minister  Italy                   PD

    "         "           "  "      "        "    Angela Merkel  Federal Chancellor  Germany            PD

    "         "           "  "      "        "    Anders Fogh Rassmussen  Prime Minister  Denmark       PD

20. 3.07    London       IFE 2007                 Deirdre Hutton  Chair  Food Standards Agency  UK      PD

18. 3.07    London       emailed                  Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD

13. 3.07    Birmingham   British Travel Fair      Heads of Five UK Tourism Boards                       PD 

 7. 3.07    London (3)   Scotland Yard launch     Commander Sue Campbell  Metropolitan Police  London   PD

23. 1.07    Delhi        Development Summit       Tarja Halonen  President of Finland                   PD

19. 1.07    Kolkata      emailed                  Lennart Bage  President of IFAD  Rome                 PD

28.12.06    London       Harrods Sale             Mohamed Al-Fayed  Owner  Harrods                      PD

29.11.06    Riga         Nato summit              Andrus Ansip  Prime Minister  Estonia                 PD   Nato-4

   "         "            "     "                 Sergei Stanishev  Prime Minister  Bulgaria            PD   Nato-4   

28.11.06     "            "     "                 Margaret Beckett  Foreign Secretary  Britain          PD   Nato-4   

   "         "            "     "                 Angela Merkel  Federal Chancellor  Germany            PD   Nato-4   

   "         "            "     "                 James Appathurai  Nato Spokesperson                   PD   Nato-4  

27.11.06     "            "     "    (2)          Vaira Vike-Freiberga  President  Latvia               PD   Nato-4

 7.11.06    London       World Travel Market      GU Zhaoxi  Vice Chair  China Tourism                  PD

20.10.06    Lahti        EU Informal Summit       Vladimir Putin  President  Russia                     PD

25. 9.06    Kuala Lumpur IMF Annual Meetings      ZETI Aziz  Governor  Bank of Malaysia                CPD   11-2006

19. 9.06    Singapore     "    "       "          Anne Krueger  First Deputy Managing Director  IMF    CPD   11-2006

17. 9.06        "         "    "       "          Hilary  Benn  Sec State  Int Development  UK         CPD   11-2006

11. 9.06    Helsinki     ASEM Summit              Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono  President  Indonesia        PD

    "          "         10th AEBF                Christoffer Taxell  Chair  Finnish Industries         PD

 9. 9.06       "         Ecofin                   Lescek Balcerowicz  President National Bank of Poland PD

    "          "           "                      Zsigmond Jarai  President  National Bank of Hungary   PD
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