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QUESTIONS
Date        Place        Occasion                 Person Addressed, Office & Country       *PD  #Followup
19.  8. 09    http://my.barackobama.com/forum       President    United States

In this 150th anniversary year of the battle of Solferino which led to the founding of the International Red Cross, will you draw attention to the contributions which women have made to the health of America, such as Clara Barton, founder of Amcross, and Hilde Peplau, mother of psychiatric nursing, whose birth centenary we celebrate on 1 September 2009?

18.  8. 09  London   emailed    Jacques Diouf  Director General  FAO  Rome  PD
In congratulating you on extending portrayals on Ceres medals to female as well as male politicians, as suggested in an earlier email, will you now, as I did with Cicely Williams  the discoverer of kwashiorkor (see attachment), portray the 85-year-old Australian Catherine Hamlin http://www.hamlinfistulauk.org, who since 1959 has undertaken fistula operations on 33 000 rural girls in Ethiopia, and now in Angola, Congo and Afghanistan?

17.  8.09  London   emailed   David Cameron Conservative Party Leader  UK    PD
Last  Thursday,  13 August 2009, I again visited the Grand Hotel in Brighton to learn that a commemoration is indeed  planned for  this 12 October, as suggested below,  to honour the victims of the IRA bombing:  given the considerable machismo in  such attacks, would you consider inviting representatives or family members from India, Pakistan, Rwanda and Sri Lanka, where women heads of government  were also targeted, and in sympathy with other less well-known women, such as those listed in the attachment, prepared after a meeting in the House of Lords?

Note for the file:  I am copying this email to William Hague, who some years ago gave the best speech on women trafficking I have heard from a British statesman, and also to your Conservative colleague Doreen Miller, who knows of my voluntary work in the early 1990s while she was Chair of the 300 Group,  the lifelong work for women's empowerment by Lesley Abdela, and  taken up by the late John Smith (with three daughters), resulting in  the dramatic increase of women MPs in the 1997 election.

----------

* PD or CPD denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly Parity Democrat (ISSN 1367-6946), or as honorary secretary of the 1980-founded Council for Parity Democracy.  Most questions were asked live, others were emailed on the spot.

#  Denotes a 5- 14-page paper on women's advancement and democracy prepared before the meeting, and sent with a postscript of questions asked at the meeting.  The above list is complemented by 21 others,  eight more "100 Questions on Women's Advancement"  and thirteen "100 Questions on Democracy".
Date        Place        Occasion                 Person Addressed, Office & Country       *PD  #Followup
18.6.09    London        Foreign Office briefing    Mark Canning UK Ambassador to Burma   PD
         For 8 March 1998, 88th International Women's Day, when Kate Hoey the local MP initiated a planting of trees on Clapham Common in honour of distinguished women, I sent Clapham Council a £130 cheque for a tree for Aung San Suu Kyi, with no result:  and more recently, on 7 August 2008 [the day before the 20th anniversary of 3000 democracy supporters being massacred by the military] I emailed the new Mayor of London Boris Johnson suggesting that a Mandela-type concert be held at Wembley Stadium to promote freedom for Aung San Suu Kyi:  she has similarly strong links with Britain as Nelson Mandela in that her late husband was British:  what more can the British embassy and government do to draw British public attention to the plight of the only Nobel peace laureate who remains a prisoner of conscience [and whose 64th birthday falls tomorrow 19 June 2009]?
26. 03.09  London   Human Rights launch    David Miliband Foreign Secretary UK   PD

Two years ago we commemorated the bicentenary of Britain abolishing the transatlantic slave trade, an act enforced by the Royal Navy:  is there any likelihood of Britain taking an international initiative to halt the human trafficking of women and girls, especially in this 50th anniversary of the UN's World Refugee Year 1959/1960, another humanitarian initiative by Britain, [and in this 250th anniversary year of the birth of the abolitionist William Wilberforce on 24 August 1759] ?
19. 4.09  Castel Brando   G8 Agriculture (2)    Gerry Ritz  Minister of Agriculture  Canada   PD
With Canada chairing the Group of Eight in 2010, it seems likely that this first G8 Agriculture Summit in Italy will be followed by a second in Canada, if only because Canada has always been a major contributor to tackling world food problems, and because 2010 marks the 65th anniversary of the foundation in Quebec Canada of FAO, the first of the UN food agencies:  at the same time you may have noticed at this summit that only 5 of the 25 delegations are headed by women, for Germany and Russia among national participants, and those of the European and African Commissions, and the WFP Executive Director, among the internationals:  Canada will have considerable discretion as to which governments other than the thirteen G8 and G5 to invite, so will you look out for distinguished women ministers of agriculture, of which a continually updated list is given in Martin Christensen's www.guide2womenleaders.com, and this both to emphasise that the majority of farmers in the developing world are women, and that some of the greatest successes in income generation have been made in micro-credit loans to rural women? 
 
 
And, should you decide on a keynote speaker, as happens in other summits, will you invite someone of the calibre of Catherine Bertini, a World Food Prize laureate, who did so much as Executive Director of the World Food Programme in the 1990s, both to expand feeding programmes for school girls (and boys), and whose sensitive handling of food aid in North Korea probably stopped tens of thousands more persons from dying in that country's communist-induced famine?

20. 3.09  Brussels     European Council          Miroslav Kalousek     Finance Minister  Czech Rep   PD  
 In the 1990s the Czech National Bank proved itself the most enlightened among the new democracies, in devoting three of your seven banknotes to famous women of Czech history, namely Saint Agnes of Prague, the novelist Bozena Nemcova, and the soprano Emmy Destinn:  when you change over to euro coins, will you show similar enlightenment and portray women on one or more of the current coins, perhaps even the Prague-born Nobel biochemist Gerty Cori, and in this way also provide company for Nobel peace laureate Bertha von Suttner in neighbouring Austria, the only non-royal woman so far portrayed on Eurozone current coins?
20. 3.09  Brussels     European Council          Jose Manuel Barroso   President  European Commission   PD

In 2004 you did more than any previous president of the European Commission to ensure the appointment of able women as fellow commissioners:  in at least Sweden, Finland, Spain and Wales, there are now parity cabinets, while there is mandated parity among the ten-member Commission of the African Union:  it seems possible, even likely that, following the European elections in June 2009, you will be renominated as Portugal's Commissioner and reappointed by the European Council as Commission President:  will you be so bold, in any programme you put before the Council to warrant your reappointment for the next few years, to include a Parity Commission as one of your objectives - 14 women and 14 men with the admission of Croatia - and so offer a pledge to our near 200 million women and girls that the European Union really is a body promoting the rights and responsibilities of all our citizens?
Note for the file:  Over 25 years to 2005, in promotion of parity democracy, I named some 5000 women capable of providing leadership in international bodies, including  270 for the European Commission; and my bimonthly lists of Heads of State and Women Leaders throughout the World included the names of all women heads of international institutions, some 69 at my last count, both lists appearing among Most Frequent Downloads at the top of the Home page of my website.  I gave up both lists in 2005, not only because they had become inverted pyramids reaching up to heaven, but in order both to concentrate on other promotional databases, and to draw attention to an even better list of women ministers, updated almost daily, much of it illustrated, and stretching back to all women who have held political authority since 2500 BCE, on Martin Christensen's extraordinary site www.guide2womenleaders.com 

14.  3.09  10 Downing St   (2)   Angela Merkel   Federal Chancellor   Germany    PD

You are one of the only two women heads of government taking part in the G20 summit in London on 2 April:  will you and the Argentine president, Cristina Fernandez, along with devoted fathers like Gordon Brown and Barack Obama, ensure that it is not women and children who suffer most during this world economic downturn, as has happened in past IMF structural adjustments following national economic crises?  
 
And will you initiate special measures to rehabilitate the women and girls now being violated in two of the world's worst humanitarian disasters, those in Darfur and the eastern Congo, and this in memory of the two million non-combatant east German women and girls who were also violated in the first months of 1945?  


Note for the file:  Questions handed in to German press attaché, because only 4 questions, from preselected persons, allowed.  Gordon Brown spoke about the biggest fiscal stimulus and interest cuts in human history.  As it happens, the rape of 2 000 000 women and girls, researched from soviet archives by the British military historian Antony Beevor in Berlin: The Downfall, is the greatest crime against women in human history.  It was similarly the reports of two British journalists who in 1933 revealed the extent of the greatest genocidal famine in human history, the soviet starvation of 6 000 000 Ukrainians, but it was only on the 75th anniversary in 2008,with the return of both independence and democracy to Ukraine, that survivors began to be compensated and memorials put up to the dead.  Hopefully we will not have to wait till the 65th anniversary in 2010, before the crime against German women is properly remembered, by some such action as the rehabilitation of women victims of current military rapes.

13.  3.09  London           Abhisit Vejjajiva   Prime Minister   Thailand                         PD
For the World Bank Meetings in 1991, you named your new convention centre for Queen Sirikit:  given the queen's outstanding work for rural women and their families, and as symbolic of making travel and tourism more women- and family-friendly, do you plan to name a Bangkok or other Thai airports after Queen Sirikit, her distinguished daughters or other Thai women such as Princess Prem, the late president of the International Council of Women, somewhat as other airports have been named after queens, as listed in the attachment?

Note for the file.  I put the gist of the question to the Prime Minister personally.  For the record, in the late 1970s, at the suggestion of Princess Prem, I commissioned a UN Ceres medal portraying Queen Sirikit and, with the sales revenue, we donated $30 000 to the International Council of Women, to be used at their discretion, which they reported on in their publication Fifteen Small Miracles.
6. 3.09   London      FPA briefing    Mark Malloch-Brown   UK Minister for G20 summit      PD
Argentina's membership of the G20 means that for the first time since, say, the G7 was formed in 1975, a non-G7 woman president will attend a global summit, though undoubtedly Germany's Angela Merkel, and France's Christine Lagarde at the preceding finance ministers meeting, will make important contributions:  but would not the G20 summit have been much more empathetic to the hardships now being inflicted on women and children if discretionary invitations had gone, say, to the woman president of Liberia and the woman prime minister of Bangladesh?

19.  1.09  Washington   US Mayors Conference  James Oberstar  Chair  House Transport Cte   PD  US-2009

 (no time for live questions)  In the train travels in Europe you have just described, you may have noticed that several fast trains, particularly in Germany, and streetcars elsewhere, are named after distinguished women of history, in an effort to make transport more women- and family-friendly:  as we today celebrate Martin Luther King Day, is there any step your House Committee can take to encourage cities to name buses, including the new models manufactured in your home state of Minnesota, after Rosa Parkes, and Coretta Scott King?
17. 1.09  Washington  US Mayors Conf  Elizabeth Kautz  VP Conf Mayors  PD  US-2009


Ten years ago the Mayor of Rome drew up a list of 336 streets and squares named after distinguished women of history, as a method of showing how cities might become more women- and family-friendly (list on foregoing paper handed in):   has any US city drawn up a similar list, with the additional expectation, in these difficult economic times, of encouraging women-led businesses?
19.12.08     London  Downing St Briefing  Gordon Brown  Prime Minister  UK  PD


             On rising to challenges, the theme of your press conference:  last year we commemorated the bicentenary of Britain and the Royal Navy abolishing the transatlantic slave trade, and on 12 February 2009 we shall celebrate the bicentenary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, the great Emancipator President:  recently Britain has taken part in initiatives to halt weapons proliferation and piracy:  do you plan during your premiership to launch an intergovernmental initiative to halt the human trafficking of hundreds of thousands of women and girls, which would be the first British humanitarian initiative of its kind since four Young Conservatives launched World Refugee Year exactly fifty years ago, an action programme in which, incidentally, I took part?
  

Note for the file:  As may possibly be seen from the tv recording, Mr Brown called questions from every one sitting around me, even saying to me at one time The person behind you.  I therefore had to hand my questions into a No 10 press officer, Georgina (?)Fletcher.  At 74 I was easily the oldest person in the room, as I am now in many Summit press conferences.  Many politicians, having listened to one of my questions, deliberately avoid me later, though. to his credit, Alistair Campbell, Tony Blair's first press secretary, would always call on me.  

 

What is happening now may also be a sign of (unconscious?) ageism, that various politicians may be wary of calling on someone with more life experience, as distinct from political authority, than themselves, with questions which make them think, rather than reply with ready answers.  This has been hinted to me several times, one notable occasion being at the British Airports AGM on 27 July 2004 when, in my work to make travel more woman-friendly, I asked if Heathrow Terminal Five could be named for Margaret Thatcher, and I received the reply that, before the AGM, the Chair practices for many types of question, but mine was totally unexpected.

 

More generally, in a quarter century of summit attendances, I have never heard a question by a woman journalist on women's advancement, and not many more by any one of the media's and politicians' responsibility for consolidating and enhancing democracy

11.12.08  Brussels     European Council   Hans-Gert Poettering   President   European Parlt   PD

What steps is the European Parliament taking to ensure, in the June 2009 elections, that the 30% proportion of women MEPS is maintained, if not increased, given the lack of women in some national parliaments among new EU members:  for example, will you encourage European Parliament party leaders to visit Wales, to learn how their Assembly became the first in European history to elect an equal number of women and men representatives?
30. 9.08  London    Mansion House (2)  Stephen Green  Group Chair  HSBC   London  PD
At the Beijing Paralympics I made the point that China, with one fifth of the world's population, 1.3 billion individuals, has the right and responsibility to bid for every fifth Olympiad, and suggested they might put up Nanjing, Guangzhou or Chongqing as candidate cities in 2028:  but would the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation (HSBC) encourage a bid by Hong Kong or Shanghai for 2028?
 

In work for women's advancement, I have tried to have distinguished women of history portrayed on the world's banknotes - an illustrated list of some 130 such notes may be seen on my website - and on 28 September 1997, at the time of the World Bank Annual Meetings in Hong Kong, the South China Morning Post ran a feature on my work:   after she had produced the official calendar for the World Women's Conference in Beijing in 1995, I have been drawing attention to the paintings of famous Chinese women by QIN Bailan, a wheelchair-bound Paralympian of culture, such as the Northern Song strategist MU Guiying, the Northern & Southern Dynasty heroine HUA Mulan, the Song poet LI Gingzhao, the Han notable woman WANG Zhaojun, the Ming accomplished woman XING Cijing and the Qing heroine GIU Jin, all paintings on the postcard set handed to you now:  would the Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking Corporation consider using such paintings as these on a future banknote set, perhaps thereby attracting more girl and women customers, and perhaps timed for 8 March 2010, 100th International Women's Day?
24. 9.08  Jinzhou     Welcome Home   ZHANG Ning Olympic Basketball Gold  China   PD


At the Beijing Paralympics, competitions included both wheelchair tennis and wheelchair table tennis:  has there yet been an attempt to play wheelchair badminton?  Yes, in Switzerland
16. 9.08  Beijing   Paralympics     Liu Qi  President Beijing Organizers (BOCOG)   PD

             May I first congratulate you on a genuine revolution in women's advancement exemplified in the Beijing Paralympics:  one hundred years ago Chinese girls were deliberately disabled, with feet bound to a maximum of 8 centimetres:  in 2008 the Chinese women and girls in Beijing, who have been accidentally disabled, have won the most Paralympic medals and will be an inspiration to handicapped persons round the world:  many of these athletes will visit London for the Olympiad in 2012, which is also the centennial year of President SUN Yat-Sen abolishing the millennium-long cruelty of footbinding:  in this work, he and his Chinese sisters were encouraged by British women, such as the Madeira-born Alicia Little (1845-1926: see below) and the Londoner Gladys Aylward (1902-1970), whose work as a foot inspector in the 1930s was interpreted by Ingrid Bergman in the 1958 film The Inn of the Sixth Happiness;  as a young boy I met Gladys, and was impressed not only by her short stature and Chinese dress, but by her kindly nature:  in Edmonton in North London there is a school named for Gladys Aylward:  in 2012 will you encourage your women athletes to visit the school, or otherwise pay tribute to the British opponents of footbinding, who have helped enable Chinese women and girls in 2008, and probably again in 2012, to run the races of their lives?

14. 9.08  Beijing   Paralympics        Women's Sitting Volleyball Medallists    PD
With the four gold medals he won in 1992 and 1994, the Norwegian speedskater Johann Olav Koss set up the www.righttoplay.com foundation, now Toronto-based, which works with disadvantaged children in some twenty countries;  Johann depends on fellow athletes to train these children:  will any sitting volleyball athlete help Johann in future?

Note for the file:  John Bestebroer, Head Coach of the bronze medallists Dutch Women's Sitting Volleyball team, stated that the Right to Play foundation was already well respected in his country, and that one of his athletes had worked with children in Cameroon.

13. 9.08  Beijing   Paralympics     WANG Zhijun  President  Special Olympics China  PD
Just as here we are looking forward two years from the Beijing Paralympics in 2008 to the Shanghai World Expo in 2010, may I express the hope that your Life-Sunshine Home will also look forward two years, to the centennial in 2012 of the presidency of that great Chinese statesman SUN Yat-Sen, who tried so hard to enfranchise the rural population and to stop the footbinding of Chinese women (without which China today would have won only half your athletic medals) and, in paying special attention to their accessibility needs, you will highlight the great contributions which disabled women and rural people can bring to Chinese society, such as that already made by the distinguished wheelchair-bound painter, and my friend, QIN Bailan of Jinzhou in Liaoning?

 9. 9.08  Beijing   Paralympics  (2)    Cheng Kai  Deputy Mayor  Beijing    PD


 
Following your Care & Rehabilitation Expo and the Beijing Paralympics, the next major international event in China will be the 2010 World Expo in Shanghai:  how far are you planning to improve accessibility there and, just as Beijing has made accessible the Forbidden City and the Great Wall of China, are there plans to make accessible such Shanghai icons as the Bund and Pudong?  I ask this as someone who has campaigned for five years to make the Rialto and other bridges of Venice step-free for young mothers and the disabled, in time for that city's 1200th anniversary, also in 2010.
 
          At the World Women's Conference in Beijing in 1995, the official calendar, of distinguished Chinese women of history, was produced by the wheelchair-bound painter, QIN Bailan of Jinzhou in Liaoning, but I have yet to see an artist of her calibre sketching Paralympians here:  in the Accessibility Pavilion at the Shanghai World Expo, will there be outstanding artists demonstrating that many disabled persons have more to contribute to society and humankind than to receive?

8. 9.08  Beijing   Paralympics      Sebastian Coe   Chair LOCOG  London  PD

Will one of the legacies from the London 2012 Games be the world's first Museum of Women in Sport, analogous to the Museum of Women in the Arts in Washington DC?

2. 9.08  La Rochelle     EU Transport    Antonio Tajani  EC Transport Commissioner       PD  EU36

In work to make travel and transport more women- and family-friendly, I have drawn attention to the opportunity of naming trains and airports after distinguished women of history (lists handed in):  in France there is an airport named after an Italian woman, Saint Catherine of Genoa, in Calvi Corsica, but no airport named after a French national, such as Jacqueline Auriol, the first woman to pilot Concorde, while in Italy there is only one train so named, that between Naples and Venice, after the journalist Matilde Serao:   8 March 2010 will be celebrated round the world as 100th International Women's Day:  could you by then persuade all 27 members of the European Union to name at least one airport and one train after a woman of history, perhaps beginning in Sardinia, the host island of the Group of Eight summit in July 2009, where an airport might be named after Grazia Deledda, the Nobel prize-winning novelist?

2. 9.08  La Rochelle (2)    EU Transport  Ruth Kelly  Secretary of  State  Transport  UK       PD  EU36

In two years, on 13 August 2010, we will celebrate the centenary of the birth of Florence Nightingale, whose family home, in Middle Claydon Buckinghamshire, is only 25 miles west from Luton:  in the UK recently, several airports have been named after men, after Robin Hood, John Lennon and the footballer George Best:  could not Luton or another airport be named after Florence Nightingale, the pioneer of world nursing and health statistics, and a worker far from home in Scutari ? 

Again to make travel safer and more enjoyable for women and girls, I have drawn attention to the case for holding meetings of women transport and tourism ministers, somewhat as there have been meetings of women ministers of foreign affairs and environment:  could you call such a transport meeting within the framework of the World Travel Market in London in November 2008 or 2009?

2. 9.08  La Rochelle  EU Transport  Patrycja Wolinska  Under Sec Europe Affairs Poland  PD  EU36

In work to make travel more women- and family-friendly, I have yet to find a Polish train or airport named after a distinguished woman of history, such as are named for other countries on the two lists now presented to you:  2008 marks the 100th anniversary of the birth of the painter Maria Jarema and the 150th of the soprano Marcella Sembrich, while in 2009 we commemorate the 50th anniversary of the death of the harpsichordist Wanda Landowska and the 100th of the actress Helena Modrzejewska:  by the time of the 2012 Euro Football Championship in Poland and Ukraine, will there be airports and trains named after famous women  bringing the hundreds of thousands of female (and male) visitors to your country?
2. 9.08  La Rochelle     EU Transport  Ales Rebicek  Minister of Transport  Czech Rep     PD  EU36

As regards its currency, the Czech Republic has shown itself one of the most enlightened democracies of Europe, with 3 of your 7 notes portraying distinguished women of history, Saint Agnes of Prague, the novelist Bozema Nemcova, and the soprano Ema Destinova:  when I visit your country again in 2009, in the first six months of which you hold the EU presidency, and in continuation of work to make travel more women- and family-friendly, will I find trains and airports named after other distinguished women, for example after the poet Marie Pujmanova, the 50th anniversary of whose death we commemorate in 2008, or the novelist Gabriela Preissova, the 150th anniversary of whose birth we celebrate in 2012?

2. 9.08  La Rochelle  EU Transport  Asa Torstensson  Minister of Communications  Sweden  PD  EU36

On 10 July 2004, at the EU Transport Meeting in Amsterdam, I asked Ulrica Messing, then Minister of Communications,  whether a Swedish airport would be named for the recently murdered foreign minister Anna Lindh (whom I had often met at EU meetings), as was done for Indira Gandhi, in a longterm effort to make travel more women- and family-friendly:  meanwhile 20 November 2008 marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of the Nobel literature laureate Selma Lagerlof, whose young flying hero Nils Holgersson is featured on the 20 kronor banknote:  might you have more success in naming an airport for Selma?

2. 9.08  La Rochelle     EU Transport     Patrick Kron  Chair & CEO  Alstom      PD  EU36

 
In work to make transport more women- and family-friendly, I have yet to find an Alstom TGV or similar highspeed train named after a famous woman of history in any of the six countries where your trains operate:  are there any such trains, and would you suggest to your clients that they give such names in future?

9. 7.08  Hokkaido G8 summit  Dmitry Medvedev  President Russia            PD    G8 2008

            On 30 August 2008 the slain human rights journalist Anna Politkovskaya would have reached her 50th birthday:  as a lawyer president will you use that occasion, or the tenth anniversary on 20 November 2008 of the murder of the ethnic rights champion Galina Staravoitova, to reinforce democratic Russia's commitment to the rule of law, freedom of the press, minorities and human rights?

8. 7.08    Hokkaido     G8 summit  (2)   Silvio Berlusconi  Prime Minister  Italy     PD    G8 2008

            Will you invite Argentina where some 20 000 000 citizens, or half the population, claim partial Italian ancestry, an invitation which would mark a second precedent inasmuch as an invitation to the Argentinian President Cristina Fernandez would be the first time that a woman head of state has been invited as a guest to a G8 summit?
 
              At various summit meetings in the past, distinguished persons, not least Nobel laureates, have been invited to address heads of government:  on 22 April 2009 Senator Rita Levi-Montalcini, the Nobel neurologist, will become 100:  if she is still well, could you invite her to address the G8 in Sardinia, an invitation which would also highlight Alfred Nobel's close association with San Remo?
 
8. 7.08  Hokkaido G8 summit  Stephen Harper  Prime Minister  Canada  PD    G8 2008

            Canada's presidency of the G8 in 2010 will be marked by at least two major anniversaries:  the first, on 8 March 2010, will be the 100th International Women's Day:  every six months the European Union holds a meeting on women's advancement, but there has been no such G8 meeting:  will Canada, which has had three women Governors-General and one Prime Minister, initiate such a meeting during your 2010 chairing of the Group of Eight? 
 

8. 7.08    Hokkaido       G8 summit    Gordon Brown  Prime Minister UK    PD    G8 2008
            On 2 July, five days before you arrived in Hokkaido, Britain celebrated 80 years of full female franchise, and, when you return, 14 July will mark the 150th anniversary of the birth of the suffrage leader Emmeline Pankhurst:  this 34th G8 summit is yet another meeting to which no woman president or prime minister has been included among the (now) 15 invited heads of state and government:  when you return, will you take the first possible opportunity to renew the late John Smith's commitment to women's empowerment?
 
8. 7.08    Hokkaido  G8 summit Kazuo Kodama  Press Sec Foreign Affairs  Japan   PD    G8 2008

                In ten days, on 18 July 2008, Nelson Mandela will celebrate his 90th birthday, and it could well be that this G8 summit has decided to send him our congratulations:  in thirty days, 8 August 2008 will mark a sadder occasion, the 20th anniversary of the Burmese military massacring students and other democratic opponents:  in past years the European Council and individual European leaders have sent messages of solidarity to the Asian leader Aung San Suu Kyi:  will Japan and the G8 mark next month's anniversary by sending a message of encouragement to Aung San Suu Kyi and the citizens of Burma?

20. 6.08  Brussels     European Council   Janez Jansa  PM Slovenia  & Pres European Council  

Once again, in Ireland, a referendum has shown that Europe is not particularly women-friendly:  yet the European Parliament has nearly one third women members, while Jose Manuel Barroso has done more than any previous Commission President to increase the number of women Commissioners:  does not the responsibility now rest with the European Council?   in April in Slovenia I attended my first in over fifty EU meetings, that on health, with an equal number of women and men ministers, whereas this European Council has only 2 women among 27 heads of delegations (Finland and Germany) and 6 women among all 63 participants, a ratio which may be infinitely greater than the College of Cardinals, though not of saints in heaven:  could not a moratorium be instituted for such disproportionately representative meetings, until such a time as one third of all ministerial participants are women, and another third men?

19.  5.08  Kyiv EBRD Meeting (2)  D Shehu  Dep Minister of Finance  Albania PD  EB-08

              On 27 August 2010 the world will celebrate the centenary of the birth of Mother Teresa, after whom you have named Tirana Airport:  are you using this anniversary as a target date for new developments, such as the new Paul John II train which now connects Krakow airport with Krakow central railway station?

19.  5.08  Kyiv   EBRD Meeting   Dimitar Kostov  Governor  Bank of Bulgaria PD  EB-08 

In congratulating you on the issue of a 20 lev coin in February 2007 featuring the operatic bass Boris Kristoff, the uncle of my friend Cecilia Gobbi who is now preparing CDs of Boris’s brother-in-law at www.associazionetitogobbi.com, may I ask you, when Bulgaria issues its Euro coins, to include distinguished Bulgarian women, such as Rajna Popgeorgieva, Desislava Sevastokratoritza and Ghena Dimitrova, who have appeared on past Bulgarian notes and coins?

19.  5.08  Kyiv       EBRD Meeting   Ardian Fullani  Governor  Bank of Albania  PD  EB-08 

In 2007, on the tenth anniversary of her death, the Vatican issued a 10 euro coin portraying Mother Teresa:  in 2010, on the centenary of her birth, at least India will issue a Mother Teresa coin:  will Albania, which has already issued a coin portraying the Illyrian Queen Teuta, similarly portray Mother Teresa on a coin or banknote?
18.  5.08  Kyiv     EBRD Meeting  Hryhoriy Nemyria  Vice-Prime Minister  Ukraine  PD  EB-08 


In my work for women’s advancement, I often write about making travel women- and family-friendly, one symbol of which might be airports named after distinguished women, as is already the case with Amman, Colombo, Delhi, Istanbul-2 and Tirana:  will you and Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko name one or more Ukrainian airports after such distinguished women as Kyiv’s founder Princess Lybed, your patron saint Olha, the poet Lesya Ukrainka or the soprano Solomiya Krushelnytska? 

17.  5.08  Kyiv        EBRD Meeting    Andrey  Kurkov  Author  Kyiv                  PD  EB-08 

May I congratulate you on the editing and launch of Histories of hope in the first person, some of whose fifteen essays I have already read, including that on Kyrgyzstan, which is quite illuminating:  however they cover only half of the EBRD’s thirty countries of operation, so may I hope that by the European Bank’s 20th anniversary in 2011 there will be another such book, with more than three of the sixteen contributors being women essayists?

13.  5.08  Kyiv  EBRD Meeting    Jean Lemierre  President  European Bank    PD  EB-08 


         After the Nato summit in Bucharest in early April, I visited Ploesti and the Petrol Museum, where I pleased to see that the new CEO of Petrom was Mariana Gheorghe, a former EBRD staff member:   do you have a list of such able women who, during your eight years as EBRD President, have graduated to similar responsibilities?
27. 5.08  Ljubljana   EU Agriculture          Michel Barnier  Minister of Agriculture  France  PD  EU  

Quelques deux tiers de la population agricole dans le monde en voie de développement sont des femmes:  en 2007 la France a nomme la première femme ministre des finances parmi les pays du Groupe de Sept:  en février 2009 le suédois finira son deuxième et dernier mandat comme président du Fonds International de Développement Agricole  (FIDA):  la France pourrait-elle nommer a la tète du FIDA une femme aussi capable que Christine Lagarde, ou Cécile Bonnefond, PDG de la société Veuve Clicquot?

26. 5.08  Maribor     EU Agriculture        Wine Masters of  Slovenia   Maribor     PD  EU  


In work to highlight the role of women in food and agriculture, I have drawn up a list of some 120 wines named after distinguished women of history and women vintners and family members (list handed in):  but so far there is no wine named after a wine queen:  as guardians of the oldest vine in the world, the 440-year-old growing outside the town hall in Maribor, will you create another record by naming a wine after Svetlana Siric, Slovenian Wine Queen for 2008?

26. 5.08  Maribor   EU Agriculture      Eva Kjer Hansen  Minister of Food  Denmark   PD  EU-35
Some two thirds of the farmers in the developing world are women:  recently the World Food Programme has had two excellent American women Executive Directors who have shown notable empathy for their sisters, Catherine Bertini in extending the school feeding program to bring in more girls, and Josette Sheeran who has just set up coupon and other schemes to ensure that, in a world of soaring food prices, it will no longer be a case of women and children last:  in late 2006 a capable woman was for the first time in sixty years put forward as a potential UN Secretary General, the President of Latvia:  

the current Director General of FAO, despite more than 14 years in his post, may soon feel himself obliged to resign, if his third summit in June results in a third failure, and if he continues to block another OIC candidate from resuming the leadership of IFAD in February 2009:  over the past ten years there have been many excellent women ministers of agriculture, in Europe and elsewhere, some of them at this meeting: will the European Union get behind such an excellent person as the next FAO Director-General, so as better to respond to the needs and challenges of the two-thirds farmers in the developing world who are women and girls?

17.4.08  Ljubljana  EU Health Ministers Zofija Masej Kukovic   Health Minister  Slovenia   PD EU-35

In over 25 years of attending European meetings, this is the first I remember, other than those discussing gender equality, where half the ministers (of health) are women:  in Britain not so long ago there was the complaint that the prevention of breast cancer received only a fraction of the funding devoted to male diseases:  does the parity of representation achieved here in Slovenia mean that women's health in Europe will now receive equal attention and funding as that of men?

17.4.08  Ljubljana     EU Health Ministers     Marija Seljak DG Ministry of Health  Slovenia    PD  EU-35 
On the Slovenian decision to treat reducing the burden of cancer as the health priority during your six-month EU presidency:  in the annual BBC Dimbleby lecture in December 2007 (later handed in), the scientist Craig Venter, the first person to sequence the human genome, found his own DNA, like that of half the Caucasian population, lacked a gene associated with the ability to detoxify environmental carcinogens, in turn associated with lung cancer:  his Maryland Institute is now sequencing the genomes of 10 000 persons:  how far is Slovenia and Europe pursuing this type of genetic research, if not to prevent, then to understand why we are susceptible both to cancer, and to other diseases such as diabetes and childhood obesity?

16.4.08  Ljubljana     EU Industry Ministers   Andre Vizjak  Minister of Economy  Slovenia    PD  EU-35 
 
Earlier this week, the UK Business Secretary John Hutton announced plans to boost a new generation of female entrepreneurs in Britain, who were a "huge untapped economic resource,":  he promised a £25 million Women Investment Fund to encourage women into business and announced the launch of a national network for women in business next month:  for this meeting, I have drawn up a list (later handed in) of some 60 products named after businesswomen, 40 from Europe, in books, cosmetics, fashion, food and schools:  
       are there any products such as Maria Montessori schools or Laura Ashley furnishings which are named after Slovenian women?


16.4.08  Ljubljana  EU Industry Ministers   Neelie Kroes  EC Competition Commissioner    PD  EU-35 
       Will you draw up such a list for the whole of Europe to encourage young women and girls to become captains of industry, to match the progress being made by women admirals and generals in defending our democracies?

16.4.08  London         Pearson AGM     Pearson Board of Directors                  PD  EU-35

 (emailed)  Sadly, because I am abroad, I will not be able to fulfil my duty as a shareholder at the Pearson AGM on 25 April 2008:  here in Ljubljana, however, I have prepared for the Competitiveness meeting the attached paper on Products named after Businesswomen, including Books named after Beatrix Potter and by Hilary Bradt:  this prompts me to ask whether the Pearson Board of Directors, as one tribute to the achievements of your CEO,  will name an educational series for Marjorie Scardino, for example, one targeted at the education of girls, at what the World Bank, and Pearson, recognise as the most profitable investment in the developing world?
4.  4.08  Bucharest    Nato summit    Angela Merkel  Federal Chancellor  Germany  PD  Nato-5

The Bucharest Summit Declaration of 3 April 2008 contained only a passing reference to UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security, in para 32 of a 50-paragraph declaration:  as the only women head of government attending this summit, as the co-host in Kehl and Strasbourg of Nato's 60th anniversary summit in April 2009, but more particularly as a citizen of eastern Germany where 2 000 000 non-combatant women and girls were raped by soviet (not Russian) troops in the first five months of 1945, as revealed from soviet archives by the military historian Antony Beevor in Berlin: The Downfall, will you request the Nato Secretary General to make a full report to the Kehl Summit on what Nato is doing to implement its own CWINF Guidance for Nato Gender Mainstreaming, and in particular if there are any plans for an International Women's Brigade, made up of women and men volunteers, the very existence of which might obviate deployment, to intervene against what has already been prosecuted in international law, namely the war crime of military rape, as is now taking place in the Nato airlift area of Darfur? 
4.  4.08  Bucharest    Nato summit           Abdul Gul    President  Turkey        PD  Nato-5

Turkey has a remarkable number of women’s firsts, including the encouragement of military nursing by Florence Nightingale in 1854, female suffrage in 1934 before various western European countries, the first woman Supreme Court judge, the new Istanbul Anatolian airport named after Turkey’s first woman pilot:  also Turkey, along with the United States and Britain, is one of Nato’s three critical members:  at the end of 2011 when the Dutch incumbent completes his second four year term, will Turkey propose an able woman as Nato Secretary General, not necessarily former Prime Minister Tansu Ciller (!), which will both demonstrate your continuation of Kemal Ataturk’s pioneering reforms, and also provide the symbol par excellence that in a modern democracy the military is subordinate to civilians?

3.  4.08  Bucharest    Nato summit       Hamid Karzai   President   Afghanistan  PD  Nato-5

In June 1985 the National Geographic published a photo of an Afghan refugee girl [as reproduced on my website], considered by many to be one of the finest portraits of the twentieth century, perhaps even comparable to the Mona Lisa of the sixteenth:  in April 2002 the magazine traced the girl, Sharbat Gula, now the mother of three daughters, after which contributions of more than $1 000 000 have been received by the Geographic for their Afghan Girls Fund:  can you make this photo the symbol of your reconstruction efforts both for Afghanistan and the wider Moslem world, given that success in the education of girls is likely to be the litmus test by which history will judge the contribution of ISAF to regional peace and security?
3.  4.08  Bucharest  Nato summit    Andrus Ansip   Prime Minister  Estonia   PD  Nato-5

In 2006 Estonia was among the countries which for the first time nominated an able woman as UN Secretary General, President Vaira of Latvia:  at the end of 2011 the Dutch incumbent will complete his second four-year term as Secretary General of Nato;  will Estonia on that occasion similarly nominate for this post President Vaira or another Baltic woman of her calibre, which will demonstrate both that Nato now belongs as much to Eastern as to Western Europe, and also that able women as well as men play an important role in the defence of peace and democracy?

3.  4.08  Bucharest    Nato summit  Jens Stoltenberg   Prime Minister   Norway  PD  Nato-5

Norway is unique among Nato democracies in having three distinguished women defence ministers, Eldbjorg Lower from 1999 to 2000, Kristin Krohn Devold from 2001 to 2005, and Anne-Grethe Strom-Erichsen from 2005 to date, yet none of the three Nato Nordic founding members has yet had a Nato Secretary General:  before the Dutch incumbent completes his second four-year term at the end of 2011, will Norway be even more vigorous than in 2004 in pushing for one of these fine women, or someone of similar calibre, to be so appointed, and thus not only provide Nato with an excellent leader with a more empathetic concern for the role of women in conflict and post-conflict situations, as mandated by UN Security Council resolution 1325 of 31 October 2000, but also give the signal par excellence that in democracies the military is subordinate to civilians?
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