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21. 4.07  Berlin       Informal ECOFIN            Jean Claude Trichet  President  ECB               PD   EU31-07


In your work to promote able women to senior positions in European central banking, will you and other central bankers visit the Topography of Terror exhibition, across the road from the German Finance Ministry, in homage to the first ever woman governor of a central bank, Greta Kuckhoff, president of the East German central bank from 1950 to 1958, who was no token appointment, but an economist, interrogated in the gestapo prison 300 metres from here, and sentenced to death for her Resistance activity, till liberated in 1945?

Note for the file:  Halfway through my question, my microphone was switched off, but I continued, and later handed the question to Mr Trichet, who thanked me for it.

20. 4.07  Berlin       Informal ECOFIN        Jean-Claude Juncker Prime/Finance Minister  Luxembourg    PD    


At least two European countries will celebrate in 2007 the 800th birthday of the great medieval Saint Elisabeth, Hungary with a 5000 forint coin, Germany with a 10 euro coin and 55 cent stamp (both coins illustrated in The Parity Democrat for May, downloadable from the Home page of www.shequality.org, and Thuringia with a six-month cultural programme:  how will Luxembourg, the 2007 cultural capital of Europe, commemorate Saint Elizabeth, whose mother house you have hosted since 1672, and whose Grand Duchess Maria Teresa has shown Saint Elisabeth's concern for the disabled children in the care of the Sisters?

-------

* PD  denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from  A Tenth 100 Questions on Democracy  and An Eighth 100 Questions on Women's Empowerment asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2006-2007.  Questions were asked live or emailed on the spot.

#  EC31-07 denotes the foregoing 8-page paper  (A-D)  distributed at the meeting.
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20. 4.07  Berlin (2)   Informal ECOFIN            Klaus Wowereit  Mayor of Berlin  Germany    PD


(emailed)  I was surprised, when attending the European Finance Ministers meeting at the Berlin House of Representatives, to note that, among the 20 Honorary Citizen portraits of German and international politicians and artists, there was not a single woman: presumably it is now too late to include the distinguished Resister and Judge Marion Yorck von Wartenburg (14 June 1904-13 April 2007) who died a week ago, but will you now remedy this democratic deficit by including such a person as Hildegard Hamm-Bruecher, the chemist and educator, and 1992 candidate for President of Germany, who also grew up in Berlin, in Dahlem, and who resigned on principle in 1982 rather than switch sides from the SDP to the CDU without an election?


In Berlin's House of Representatives, in the ground floor men's restroom (the only one I know, in 72 years' of travel through 220 states and territories, where the outside door opens automatically) you have installed a lower urinal "for the MPs of tomorrow":  will you also lower one of the washbasins, in both the women's and men's restrooms, so that children can wash their hands more easily, and so get into the habit of not spreading infection, even if they do not become the "health ministers of tomorrow"?

Note for the file:  At the G8 summit in St Petersburg on 21 July 2006, where Infectious Disease was one of the three main topics, I put a similar question to Tony Blair, the only head of government attending with a young son who might benefit from lowered washbasins.

20. 4.07  Berlin       Informal ECOFIN            Franz-Josef Jung  Minister of Defence  Germany    PD


(emailed)  With the centenary on 15 November 2007 of the birth of Claus von Stauffenberg, will you invite to Berlin other Resisters throughout Germany, Europe and the world, to honour this courageous soldier, if not possible for the still-living Germaine Tillion, 100 on 30 May 2007, then for others still able to travel, somewhat as for the past fifty years Turkey has invited all survivors from Gallipoli 1915, and with Germany renewing such invitations till at least Europe Day 9 May 2021, the centenary of the birth of Sophie Scholl?

20. 4.07  Berlin       Informal ECOFIN    Joaquin Almunia  European Monetary Commissioner   PD   EU31-07


For the 50th anniversary of the Rome treaties on 25 March 2007, you succeeded in getting all 13 Eurogroup countries, and 4 candidates, to issue 2 euro commemorative coins, at least 17 coins in all:  2010 marks the 100th anniversary of another European initiative, to establish an International Women's Day, now celebrated in all 27 countries of the European Union, and in at least 100 more countries worldwide:  will you encourage another joint coin issue for 8 March 2010, 100th International Women's Day, both for its own sake, and in a small way to compensate for the fact that, among the 16 countries now issuing euro coins (13 Eurogroup, plus Monaco, San Marino and Vatican) and for 5 of the next 11 already announced, only 1 current coin out of 168 (21 x 8), features a distinguished woman of history, the 2 euros of Austria, portraying Bertha von Suttner, who promoted the creation of the Nobel Peace Prize?
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