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QUESTIONS

14.12.07    Brussels   European Council   Mirek Topolanek  Prime Minister Czech Republic  PD  EU 34

                                             Robert Rico  Prime Minister  Slovakia

In 2008 the Czech Republic and Slovakia will commemorate at least three tragic anniversaries, the 70th on 29 September of the Munich Agreement appeasing the nazis, the 60th on 25 February of the communists seizing political power, and the 40th on 20 August of the Warsaw Pact invasion:  many other European countries were agents of one or more of these tragedies, and indeed little recognition has been given either to the important role played by Czech and Slovak pilots in winning the Battle of Britain, or to your postwar generosity in facilitating the transit of 250 000 Jews from Poland:  will you in 2008 invite young people from these miscreant countries to see how your new republics are flourishing in the democracy of which you were deprived in 1938, 1948 and 1968?  

14.12.07    Brussels     European Council         Tassos Papadopoulos  President  Cyprus  PD          

May I introduce myself as someone who went out to teach in Larnaca in October 1956, only for my work to be cut short by an explosive thrown against the school:  however I made many Cypriot friends, and have since visited the island several times:  my question:  for some five years I have been drawing the attention of the Greek government to the 2500th anniversary of the first Marathon, on 13 September 2010, in the expectation that it would promote runs round the world, both for democracy and, this time, for women's advancement:  will Cyprus hold a special marathon on its 2500th anniversary in 2010?

14.12.07    Brussels European Council  Hans-Gert Poettering President European Parliament  PD  EU 34

May I first congratulate you on being the only European Union leader of note to recognise the enormity of the Holodomor, Europe's worst genocidal famine 75 years ago, when some 6 000 000 Ukrainians were starved or beaten to death, and ask you, now that 2008 has been designated Holodomor Commemoration Year, whether the European Parliament will invite to Brussels or Strasbourg some of the 80-90-year-old survivors, as a symbol of a democratic Europe where their great-grandchildren may grow up under the rule of law and in peace and prosperity?

-------

* PD  denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from  "An Eleventh 100 Questions on Democracy"  asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2007.  Questions were asked live or emailed on the spot.
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