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20. 6.08  Brussels     European Council   Janez Jansa  PM Slovenia  & Pres European Council  

Once again, in Ireland, a referendum has shown that Europe is not particularly women-friendly:  yet the European Parliament has nearly one third women members, while Jose Manuel Barroso has done more than any previous Commission President to increase the number of women Commissioners:  does not the responsibility now rest with the European Council?   in April in Slovenia I attended my first in over fifty EU meetings, that on health, with an equal number of women and men ministers, whereas this European Council has only 2 women among 27 heads of delegations (Finland and Germany) and 6 women among all 63 participants, a ratio which may be infinitely greater than the College of Cardinals, though not of saints in heaven:  could not a moratorium be instituted for such disproportionately representative meetings, until such a time as one third of all ministerial participants are women, and another third men?

20. 6.08  Brussels     European Council        Nicolas Sarkozy  President  France          PD EU35

                                                                         Gordon Brown  Prime Minister United Kingdom

            Before France hosts the next Council on 15-16 October, Europe will mark the 70th anniversary on 29 September 2008, the last major anniversary while victims are still alive, of the Munich Agreement, when Britain and France appeased the nazis at the expense of Czechoslovakia, and practically made World War II inevitable:   obviously the occasion will provide an opportunity to express our regrets to, and strengthen ties with, the current leaders and citizens of the Czech and Slovak Republics,  but could not the opportunity also be taken of welcoming exiled and other opposition leaders from, say, Iran, Syria, Libya, Sudan, Zimbabwe, Burma, Cuba, Belarus and Uzbekistan to assure them that Europe will never again appease dictators? 
-------

PD  denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from  "A Twelfth 100 Questions on Democracy"  and  "A Ninth 100 Questions on Women's Advancement"  asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2008. 
#  EU35 denotes the foregoing 12-page paper  (A-E)  distributed as background at the meeting, and downloadable from www.shequality.org 

Date         Place        Occasion                         Person Addressed, Office & Country                           PD   Followup
19. 6.08   Brussels     European Council         Hans-Gert Poettering  Pres  European Parliament    PD   EU35 

 
The presence in Brussels today of the Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko reminds me that last November you may have been the only European leader of note to appreciate the enormity of the genocidal famine in 1932-1933 when some 6 000 000 Ukrainians were starved, or beaten, to death:  2008, the 75th anniversary, has now been designated Holodomor Year, providing us with the opportunity of listening to the voices of the 80-90-year-old famine survivors:  can the European Parliament invite to Strasbourg or Brussels some of these survivors and their families, as a pledge that such a genocide or famine will never recur among the democracies of Europe?

19. 6.08  Brussels     European Council       Karel Schwarzenberg  Foreign Minister  Czech Rep  PD EU35
In August 1967 a friend of mine, Charles Jordan, was murdered and dumped in the River Vlatva in Prague:  in 1924 Giacomo Matteotti was similarly murdered by fascist blackshirts in Rome, but now there is a gleaming monument on the River Tiber where the politician was abducted:  7 February 2008 marked the centenary of the birth of Charles Jordan who, as much as anyone, facilitated the emigration of Jews and others from communist Czechoslovakia and Eastern Europe:  how is Prague honouring this Father of Refugees, an honour which would also highlight Czechoslovakia's hitherto unsung generosity in acting as a transit point for the emigration by 1948 to the nascent state of Israel, in this its 60th anniversary year, of 250 000 Jews from central and eastern Europe?

19. 6.08  Brussels     European Council  (2)     Ferenc Gyurcsany  Prime Minister  Hungary   PD   EU35  

As someone who flew to Vienna in 1956 to volunteer my services to the International Red Cross in their resettlement of 200 000 Hungarians fleeing communism, I was moved to learn that this June, on the 50th anniversary of the soviet execution of Imre Nagy and Pal Maleter, Hungary broadcast daily excerpts from their trial:  next year, on 10 September 2009, we will mark the 20th anniversary of a happier occasion, when Hungary opened its border to East Germans fleeing communism, the first physical breach of the Iron Curtain and the collapse of soviet totalitarianism:  it may still be too early to expect the Russian government to offer financial compensation to the surviving dependants of those the soviets murdered fifty years ago, but 2009 is not too soon for the new non-governmental Russian billionaires to thank Hungary for opening the way to their personal fortunes:  in September 2009 therefore will you invite them to Budapest for such a purpose, and perhaps ask Roman Abramovich to bring over the Chelsea football team, to play a free match in your Ferenc Puskas stadium, so simultaneous honouring the great Hungarian footballer whom the soviets forced into exile in 1956?

While I never had the pleasure of meeting Ferenc Puskas, for the past forty years I have been the friend of another great Hungarian, the graphic artist Arnold Gross, now nearly 80:  apparently since 1956 not one of his paintings or engravings have been bought or exhibited by the state, whereas in Japan he would be regarded as a Living National Treasure, or in Britain inducted into the Order of Merit:  Hungary has honoured other modern, non-socialist-realist, artists such as the ceramicist Margit Kovacs (whom I also met) both with a museum and a coin:  will you also honour Arnold Gross while he is still alive, so that current Hungarian art students will become better acquainted with and emulate the talents of perhaps the first artist in five hundred years to paint modern equivalents of Bosch's Garden of Earthly Delights? 
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