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QUESTIONS

24. 6.07  Brussels     European Council         Louis Michel  EC Commissioner Humanitarian Affairs   PD   EU32  


September 2007, three months into the Portuguese EU Presidency, marks the 75th anniversary of the worst genocidal famine in European and human history when, according to soviet statistics detailed in Robert Conquest's Harvest of Sorrow, 6 000 000 Ukrainians were starved, or beaten, to death between September 1932 and April 1933; will the Commission and Council explicitly renew our support for the fledgling Ukrainian democracy, this being the first major anniversary since the Orange revolution, and take practical measures to assist the new Kharkiv-based NGO who are helping the needy 80- and 90-year-olds who survived this dreadful European atrocity?

22. 6.07  Brussels     European Council         Ferenc Gyurcsany  Prime Minister  Hungary          PD   EU32  


Fifty years ago this June I was working with the International Red Cross in Austria helping resettle 200 000 Hungarians fleeing totalitarianism:  16 June 2008 is the 50th anniversary of the murder of Prime Minister Imre Nagy and General Pal Maleter:  what plans do you have for a meeting of reconciliation in Budapest with the new Russian President?

21. 6.07  Brussels     European Council         Hans-Gert Poettering  President  European Parliament    PD   EU32  


When the United Nations was opened up to new countries in the 1960s, the progress of able women was set back a generation, it being 36 years between 1970 and 2006 before a woman was again elected as President of the UN General Assembly:  the European Parliament has a good record in women's representation, averaging some 30 percent women MEPs over 20 years:  will you endeavor to make sure, in the coming reforms of the European Union, that at least one third of all major office-holders, appointed as well as elected, are also able women?

19. 6.07  emailed      European Council         Andrej Rant   Deputy Governor  Bank of Slovenia     PD

Now that the painter Ivana Kobilca has disappeared from Slovenian money, will you maintain the presence of distinguished women, for example, by portraying on a commemorative Euro coin the actress Ita Rina, whose centenary falls on 8 July 2007?   And will you similarly commemorate on 8 January 2008 the 90th anniversary of Wilson's Fourteen Points, which brought independence to Yugoslavia, and Slovenia?

Note for the file:  an illustrated list of women on Euro coins may be downloaded from my site www.shequality.org 
-------

* PD  denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from  "An Eleventh 100 Questions on Democracy"  and  "An Eighth 100 Questions on Women's Advancement"  asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2007.  Questions were asked live or emailed on the spot.
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