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Celebrating Older Actresses  2010
67th  Venice Film Festival      1-11 September  2010     

26 August 2010    @ Raymond Lloyd


 This is my third visit to the Venice Film Festival after those in 2003 and 2009, and my second paper, after that of 2009, in work for women’s advancement worldwide, to draw attention to the challenge of creating roles for actresses beyond the age of 40.    My website maintains a (unique) list of 3000 Birthdays of Distinguished Living Women, including more than 300 actresses and directors, many of them goodwill ambassadors drawing attention to our hungry and deprived co-citizens.


 In the 1970s, when working with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Rome,  I began the first international medal programme featuring living women as Ceres, the Roman goddess of agriculture, the 36 persons portrayed including 5 actresses, as follows: 
DoB  Age in 2010   Woman of distinction    Country     "First", Other Achievements or Position         Mint   Biodata  
29 Feb 1920   90   Michele Morgan          France      actress                                         Paris     WWW         

23 Apr 1928   82   Shirley Temple Black    U S A       child film star  ambassador  environmentalist   Paris     EB77    

20 Sep 1934   76   Sophia Loren            Italy       film star                                       Paris     EB JU 
18 May 1919-1991   Margot Fonteyn de Arias Panama      ballerina                                       London    EB JU

12 Nov 1929-1982   Princess Grace          Monaco      actress  philanthropist                         Milan     EB
Another Ceres was Mother Teresa, whose centenary falls on the day I am preparing this paper.  She is included in my 6000 Centenaries of Distinguished Women of History from 2000 to 2060:  the names of 46 actresses whose 50- and 100-year anniversaries fall in 2010-2012 are listed in an attachment (A). 

Each year I also draw up some 200 anniversaries as target dates for enhancing and consolidating democracy:  here I list some 40 anniversaries of relevance to Italy in 2010-2012 (B).  At the 2003 Film Festival, in congratulating Margaretha von Trotta on Rosenstrasse, her film story of one week’s successful protest in 1943 Berlin by German women to have their Jewish husbands released from detention, I drew attention to the greatest crime against women in history, the soviet rape in early 1945 of 2 000 000 non-combatant German women and girls.  In my 2009 paper I was able to report that finally there was a film on that atrocity, A Woman in Berlin, directed by Max Faerberboeck, and reviewed in the New York Times on 17 July 2009.  

In a month’s time, 3 October 2010 will mark the 75th anniversary of the fascist invasion of Abyssinia, when Italians, not least the Alpini, were responsible in seven months for the deaths of some 760 000 Ethiopians, many of them poisoned with mustard gas and phosgene. So far the only film on this atrocity is Fascist Legacy, a two-part BBC documentary of 1989, a copy bought by RAI but never shown.  While some of the African orphans, and Italian perpetrators, are still alive, it would be good if an Italian or Italo-American film director would begin the process of lustration, in a feature film, perhaps prior to the Italian government increasing its 1947 reparations of $25 000 000 to a sum nearer the $185 000 000 then requested by Ethiopia.
     Annexes
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50- & 100-Year Anniversaries of Distinguished Actresses of History:   2010-12

extract from the writer’s 6000 Women's Anniversaries 2001-2060:   # references listed on website 
46 women   11 countries   25 August 2010     @ Raymond Lloyd

Country        Woman of distinction          Main Activity                       Lived         Anniversary  Reference#    

                                                                                                            (portrait*)  
2010                                                                                                               

Austria        Marianne von Willemer         actress  dancer              20.11.1784- 6.12.1860 150.death   GF* WKI*

France         Simone Simon                  actress                      23. 4.1910-22. 2.2005 100.birth   EB WKI*

Germany        Christine Hebbel              actress                       9. 2.1817-30. 4.1910 100.death   GF*

               Inge Meysel                   actress  feminist            30. 5.1910-10. 7.2004 100.birth   WKI     

               Caroline Neuber               actor-manager                 9. 3.1697-30.11.1760 250.death   EB JU

               Henny Porten                  film actress                  7. 1.1890-15.10.1960  50.death   WKI*

               Luise Rainer                  actress                      12. 1.1910-           100.birth   WKI*

Japan          Kinuyo Tanaka                 actress  director            28.11.1910-21. 3.1977 100.birth   WKI*

Moldova        Maria Cebotari                soprano  actress             10. 2.1910- 9. 6.1949 100.birth   DO WKI*       

Sweden         Signe Hasso                   actress                      15. 8.1910- 7. 6.2002 100.birth   MCM LT*

United Kingdom Joyce Grenfell                entertainer                  10. 2.1910-30.11.1979 100.birth   CB WKI*

               Henrietta Hodson              actress                      26. 3.1841-30.10.1910 100.death   EV            

               Annie Horniman                theatre manager               3.10.1860- 6. 8.1937 150.birth   EB ONB

               Rachel Kempson                actress                      28. 5.1910-24. 5.2003 100.birth   EB2004

               Margaret (Peg) Woffington     actress                           ?1720-28. 3.1760 250.death   ONB*
United States  Joan Bennett                  actress                      27. 2.1910- 7.12.1990 100.birth   EB MCM*      

               Constance Cummings            actress                      15. 5.1910-23.11.2005 100.birth   EB 06*  

               Katherine Dunham              choreographer anthropologist 22. 6.1910-21. 5.2006 100.birth   EB CW

               Margaret Lindsay              actress                      19.10.1910- 9. 5.1981 100.birth   WKI*          

               Sylvia Sidney                 actress                       8. 8.1910- 1. 7.1999 100.birth   MCM*            

               Thelma White                  actress                       4.10.1910-11. 1.2005 100.birth   EB 06
2011                                                                                                               

Germany        Helene von Doenniges          actress                      21. 3.1845- 1.10.1911 100.death   GF*            

               Marianne Hoppe                actress                      26. 4.1911-           100.birth   GF*           

               Brigitte Horney               actress                      29, 3.1911-           100.birth   GF*           

               Luise Ullmann                 actress                      30.10.1911-           100.birth   GF*           

Ireland        Maureen O'Sullivan            actress                      17. 5.1911-22. 6.1998 100.birth   MCM* EB98

United Kingdom Kitty Clive                   actress                            1711-      1785 250.birth   EB*     

               Thora Hird                    actress                      28. 5.1911-15. 3.2003 100.birth  

United States  Lucille Ball                  actress                       6. 8.1911-           100.birth                     

               Jean Harlow                   film actress                       1911-      1937 100.birth   EB*     

               Ruth Hussey                   actress                      30.10.1911-19. 4.2005 100.birth   EB 06

               Butterfly McQueen             actress                       8. 1.1911-22.12.1995 100.birth   MCM*

               Ginger Rogers                 dancer  actress              16. 7.1911-25. 4.1995 100.birth   EB MCM*

               Jane Wyatt                    actress                      12. 8.1911-           100.birth   MCM*
2012                                                                                                               

Germany        Louise Dumont                 actress                      22. 2.1862-16. 5.1932 150.birth   GF*         

Italy          Isabella Andreini             actress  writer                    1562-10. 7.1604 450.birth   EB JU             

Norway         Sonja Henie                   skater actress arts patron    8. 4.1912-12.10.1969 100.birth   WKI*          

Russia         Natalya Dudinskaya            ballerina                    21. 8.1912-           100.birth   IWW JU     

Sweden         Maria Aurora of Koenigsmark   actress  abbess              28. 8.1662-16. 2.1728 350.birth   WKI*       

United Kingdom Wendy Hiller                  actress                      15. 8.1912-14. 5.2003 100.birth   EB      

United States  Donna Damerel                 actress                            1912-      1941 100.birth   IX            

               Dale Evans                    actress  singer              31.10.1912- 7. 2.2001 100.birth   MCM* 

               Irene Gibbons                 costume designer                   1901-15.11.1962  50.death   MCM*

               May Irwin                     actress                            1862-      1938 150.birth   EB*       

               Margo Jones                   producer  director           12.12.1912-24. 7.1955 100.birth   CW NAM      

               Marilyn Monroe                actress                            1926-      1962  50.death  
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ITALY:  Target Dates for Consolidating or Enhancing Democracy:  2010-2012
extract from the writer’s “3000 Anniversaries of the Democracies 1988-2020"

42 anniversaries   26 August 2010  @ Raymond Lloyd

Anniversaries for Celebration

Year Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Group   Anniversary  
2010        Jan  Pisa              Italy           400  Galileo discovers the four moons of Jupiter

     Sun  7 Mar  Milan             Italy           100  Pietro Annigoni 1910-88  painter  born   

     Mon  8 Mar  Copenhagen        World           100  International Women's Day

     Fri 19 Mar  Trapani           Italy           250  Giuseppe Errante  1760-1821  painter  born                  
     Wed  5 May  Genova Quarto     Italy           150  Garibaldi sails with the Thousand to unify Italy  in 1860
     Tue 10 Aug  Turin             Italy           200  Camillo Cavour  1810-61  economist  statesman  born
     Mon 13 Sep  Marathon          Greece/World   2500  Pheidippides runs 42 km to Athens with news 

                                                          of Persian defeat (490 BC)
     Fri  1 Oct  World             United Nations   20  International Day of Older Persons
            Oct  Venice            Italy           500  Giorgione  c 1477-1510  painter  died
     Mon  1 Nov  Milan             Italy           400  Charles Borromeo  1538-84   archbishop of Milan  canonized
     Thu  4 Nov  Rome/Strasbourg   Europe           60  Signing of European Convention on Human Rights

     Wed  1 Dec  Venice            Italy           300  Michele Marieschi 1710-43  painter  engraver  born                  
            Dec  New York          U S A / Italy   100  1st performance of Puccini's La Fanciulla del West - Metro Opera
                 Venice            Italy          1200  Foundation  in 810
                 Venice            Italy           400  San Giorgio Maggiore church completed by Palladio
                 Rome              Italy           250  Cafe Greco begins serving coffee
2011 Fri 18 Feb  Turin             Italy           150  First Italian Parliament assembles         
     Sun 27 Mar  Rome              Italy           150  Rome declared capital of Italy   

     Fri 15 Apr  London            Europe           20  European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

     Mon 18 Apr  Paris             Benelux/Italy/et 70  Signature of Schuman Plan                     

     Thu 26 May  London            Amnesty Int      50  Foundation 
     Sat 30 Jul  Arezzo            Italy           500  Giorgio Vasari  1511-74  painter architect biographer  born
                 Venice            Italy           400  Observations of Venice by Thomas Coryate (1577-1617)

2012  Fri  5 Oct  Venice            Italy          300  Francesco Guardi  1712-93  landscape painter  born

      Wed 31 Oct  Vatican           Italy          500  Michelangelo completes Sistine Chapel ceiling 

                  Rome              Christendom   1700  Emperor Constantine accepts Christianity
                  Venice            Italy          500  Antonio Da Ponte  1512-95  architect of Rialto bridge  born
                  Venice            Italy/Germany  100  Death in Venice written by Thomas Mann (1875-1955)
                  Rome              United Nations  50  Establishment of UN World Food Programme (WFP) in 1962

Occasions for Remembrance, Lustration, Reconciliation or Compensation
2010 Tue 11 May  Beijing           Italy  / China  400  Matteo Ricci  1552-1610  missionary to China  died 
     Mon 17 May  Florence          Italy           500  Sandro Botticelli  1445-1510  painter  died 

     Fri 11 Jun  France/Britain    Italy            70  Declaration of war on Allies

     Sun 18 Jul  Porto Ercole      Italy           400  Michelangelo Caravaggio   1571-1610  painter  died 

     Tue  2 Aug  Bologna           Italy            30  Terrorist murder of 85 civilians at railway station
                                                         from 3-yr-old Angela Fresu to 86-yr-old Antonio Montanari
     Tue 24 Aug  Rome              Italy          1600  Rome sacked by Alaric the Visigoth   
     Sun  3 Oct  Addis Ababa       Italy            75  fascists invade Abyssinia using phosgene & mustard gas
                 Metapontum Italy  Greece/World   2500  Pythagoras  580-490 BC  mathematician  died  

2011 Mon  9 May  Rome              Italy            75  fascist annexation of Ethiopia in 1936 

     Mon  6 Jun  Turin             Italy           150  Camillo Cavour  1810-61  economist  statesman  died
     Sat  2 Jul  Treviso           Italy / U S A    50  Ernest Hemingway  1899-1961  author of A Farewell to Arms  died

2012 Thu 19 Jul  Palermo           Italy            20  Prosecutor Paolo Borsellino and 5 guards murdered by mafia

     Sat 27 Oct  Rome              Italy            90  fascists seize Rome in 1922
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QUESTIONS on DEMOCRACY & WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT

67th  Venice Film Festival      1-11 September  2010     

3 September 2010    @ Raymond Lloyd
Date         Place         Occasion        Person Addressed, Office & Country                                             *PD
2.9.10 Venice  Film Festival  Luca Guadagnino  Film Director & Member International Jury  


3 October 2010 marks the 75th anniversary of the fascist invasion of Abyssinia, which led to the deaths of some 760 000 Ethiopians:  as an Italian author who spent your early childhood in Ethiopia and the director of the film Algerie on the 1990s civil war, honouring your mother - I myself did voluntary work for the International Red Cross among Algerian refugees in Morocco and Tunisia in 1959 and 1960 - would you consider authoring a film on the 1935 invasion, perhaps based on one or more of Ethiopia's outstanding long-distance runners, women as well as men, whose grandparents lost family members executed or mustard-gas-poisoned by the invading fascists?
2.9.10  Venice  Film Festival  Maria Teresa De Gregorio  Director Culture Veneto Region  PD
(in Italian)  On your theme of Veneto The Ideal Film Set, do you know of plans to do a film on Tito Gobbi, the world famous baritone born in Bassano del Grappa, the centenary of whose birth falls in 2013;  and additionally, following the original and moving film Via Crucis by the Venetian painter and director shown at the 2009 Festival, Serena Nono, listed in Venezia e il Cinema, launched today, depicting tableaux acted by the homeless, is there any plan for a new comedy on how seniors, young mothers with infants, and visitors with luggage  negotiate the hundreds of stepped bridges in Venice, a neo-neo-realist comedy which might be entitled Ladri dei Passeggini (Baby Buggy Thieves)?
1.9.10  Venice     Film Festival  Paolo Garimberti  President RAI Television  Italy             PD
In 1989 the BBC made a two-part documentary on the Fascist Legacy, which was bought by RAI, but never shown.  In one month's time, 3 October 2010 marks the 75th anniversary of the fascist invasion of Abyssinia, which led to the deaths of some 760 000 Ethiopians, tens of thousands among them poisoned by mustard gas and phosgene, an atrocity described in the BBC documentary:  will RAI show this film, thus honouring the remaining survivors and, more important, create RAI's own documentary using new research over the past twenty years?
-------

* PD denotes  the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from A 14th 100 Questions on Democracy and  An Eleventh 100 Questions on Women's Advancement asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2009-2010. 
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