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Celebrating Women, Art and Democracy in Italy:  2010-2012
Venice Carnival   6-16 February 2010   
BIT Tourism Exchange    Milan   18-21 February 2010
@ Raymond Lloyd

In this my third paper for events in Italy, I update two of my anniversary lists, the centenaries of Italian women coming up between 2010 and 2015, set out below, and the anniversaries of Italian art and democracy between 2010 and 2012, set out overleaf (A).   

Year  Country   Woman of distinction          Main Activity                       Lived         Anniversary     

2010  Italy    Isabella Teotochi Albrizzi    writer                             1760-27. 9.1836 250.birth  

               Sibilla Aleramo               author feminist              14. 8.1876-13. 1.1960  50.death  

               Caterina Cornaro              queen of Cyprus arts sponsor 25.11.1454-10. 7.1510 500.death  

               Catherine of Genoa            saint   carer of sick              1447-15. 9.1510 500.death             

               Giulietta Simionato           mezzo-soprano                12. 5.1910-           100.birth  

               Tullia d'Aragona              author  philosopher               c1510-      1556 500.birth
2011  Italy     Frieda Menshausen-Labriola    portrait painter               9.12.1861-      1939 150.birth 
2012  Italy      Isabella Andreini                 actress  writer                          1562-10. 7.1604   450.birth                

2013   Italy      Licia Albanese                    soprano                             22. 7.1913-            100.birth   

           Laura Ammanati                     scholar  poet                            1513-89          500.birth                

           Magda Olivero                      soprano                             5. 3.1913-            100.birth  

           Caterina Sforza of Forli           beauty  cosmetics writer                 1463-28. 5.1509  550.birth  

2014   Italy      Gemma Bellincioni                  soprano                              18.8.1864-23.4.1950  150.birth             

           Lavinia Fontana                    painter                                   1552-1614       400.death 

           Clara Maffei Carrara Spinelli      arts sponsor                              1814-86         100.birth                    

2015   Italy      Giuditta Pasta                     soprano                             28.10.1797-1865       150.death             

           Elisabetta Sirani                  painter  sculptor                         1638-1665       350.death                  

           Matilda of Tuscany                 stateswoman                               1046-1115       900.death 

2010 marks my eighth consecutive visit to the Venice Carnival, the world’s best costume parade, in the season when a horizontal sun shines on the Venetian facades.   My visits also have a social purpose, to encourage the movement toward accessibility, to facilitate stepfree access across the many bridges of Venice, both for an aging population, and for the young parents and infants who will keep Venice going.
After the 2009 Carnival I visited Solferino south of Lake Garda, in the 150th anniversary year of the battle which inspired Henri Dunant to found the Red Cross.  An account of my visit, also to other places from Lucca to Bergamo, is given in the April 2009 monthly issue of The Parity Democrat.  In April itself I attended the first G8 summit on Agriculture at Castel Brando north of Treviso.  The day before the summit, I finally got around to visiting many of the Venetian Villas along the Brenta Canal, and on the final day went on one of my best ever G8 press tours, to the Canova museum in Possagno, to the Villa Maser, and the hill town of Asolo, all described in The Parity Democrat for June 2009.

Sadly the day after Asolo, a kidney stone became dislodged.  Back in England, two operations slowed me down till early September, when I came back to Venice for the 53rd Art Biennale and the 
66th Venice Film Festival, a visit described in the November issue of The Parity Democrat.  Here I attach an updated version of the paper (B) prepared for the Venice Festival.
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ITALY:  Target Dates for Consolidating or Enhancing Democracy:  2010-2012
extract from the writer’s “3000 Anniversaries of the Democracies 1988-2020"

40 anniversaries   8 February 2010   expanded 15 February 2010  @ Raymond Lloyd

Anniversaries for Celebration

Year Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Group   Anniversary  
2010        Jan  Pisa              Italy           400  Galileo discovers the four moons of Jupiter

     Sun  7 Mar  Milan             Italy           100  Pietro Annigoni 1910-88  painter  born   
     Mon  8 Mar  Copenhagen        World           100  International Women's Day

     Fri 19 Mar  Trapani           Italy           250  Giuseppe Errante  1760-1821  painter  born                  
     Wed  5 May  Genova Quarto     Italy           150  Garibaldi sails with the Thousand to unify Italy  in 1860
     Tue 10 Aug  Turin             Italy           200  Camillo Cavour  1810-61  economist  statesman  born
     Mon 13 Sep  Marathon          Greece/World   2500  Pheidippides runs 42 km to Athens with news 

                                                          of Persian defeat (490 BC)
     Fri  1 Oct  World             United Nations   20  International Day of Older Persons
            Oct  Venice            Italy           500  Giorgione  c 1477-1510  painter  died
     Mon  1 Nov  Milan             Italy           400  Charles Borromeo  1538-84   archbishop of Milan  canonized
     Thu  4 Nov  Rome/Strasbourg   Europe           60  Signing of European Convention on Human Rights

     Wed  1 Dec  Venice            Italy           300  Michele Marieschi 1710-43  painter  engraver  born                  
            Dec  New York          U S A / Italy   100  1st performance of Puccini's La Fanciulla del West - Metro Opera
                 Venice            Italy          1200  Foundation  in 810
                 Venice            Italy           400  San Giorgio Maggiore church oompleted by Palladio
                 Rome              Italy           250  Cafe Greco begins serving coffee
2011 Fri 18 Feb  Turin             Italy           150  First Italian Parliament assembles         
     Sun 27 Mar  Rome              Italy           150  Rome declared capital of Italy   
     Fri 15 Apr  London            Europe           20  European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

     Mon 18 Apr  Paris             Benelux/Italy/et 70  Signature of Schuman Plan                     

     Thu 26 May  London            Amnesty Int      50  Foundation 
     Sat 30 Jul  Arezzo            Italy           500  Giorgio Vasari  1511-74  painter architect biographer  born
                 Venice            Italy           400  Observations of Venice by Thomas Coryate (1577-1617)
2012  Fri  5 Oct  Venice            Italy          300  Francesco Guardi  1712-93  landscape painter  born

      Wed 31 Oct  Vatican           Italy          500  Michelangelo completes Sistine Chapel ceiling 

                  Rome              Christendom   1700  Emperor Constantine accepts Christianity
                  Venice            Italy          500  Antonio Da Ponte  1512-95  architect of Rialto bridge  born
                  Venice            Italy/Germany  100  Death in Venice written by Thomas Mann (1875-1955)
                  Rome              United Nations  50  Establishment of UN World Food Programme (WFP) in 1962

Occasions for Remembrance, Lustration, Reconciliation or Compensation
2010 Tue 11 May  Beijing           Italy  / China  400  Matteo Ricci  1552-1610  missionary to China  died 
     Mon 17 May  Florence          Italy           500  Sandro Botticelli  1445-1510  painter  died 

     Fri 11 Jun  France/Britain    Italy            70  Declaration of war on Allies

     Sun 18 Jul  Porto Ercole      Italy           400  Michelangelo Caravaggio   1571-1610  painter  died 

     Tue  2 Aug  Bologna           Italy            30  Terrorist murder of 85 civilians at railway station
                                                         from 3-yr-old Angela Fresu to 86-yr-old Antonio Montanari
     Tue 24 Aug  Rome              Italy          1600  Rome sacked by Alaric the Visigoth    
                 Metapontum Italy  Greece/World   2500  Pythagoras  580-490 BC  mathematician  died  

2011 Mon  9 May  Rome              Italy            75  Fascist annexation of Ethiopia in 1936 

     Mon  6 Jun  Turin             Italy           150  Camillo Cavour  1810-61  economist  statesman  died
     Sat  2 Jul  Treviso           Italy / U S A    50  Ernest Hemingway  1899-1961  author of A Farewell to Arms  died

2012 Thu 19 Jul  Palermo           Italy            20  Prosecutor Paolo Borsellino and 5 guards murdered by mafia

     Sat 27 Oct  Rome              Italy            90  Fascists seize Rome in 1922
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Celebrating Older Actresses
66th  Venice Film Festival       September  2009     
53rd Art Biennale  7 June-22 November 2009    @ Raymond Lloyd


On my last visit to the Venice Film Festival in 2003, and in my work for women’s advancement worldwide, I drew attention to the challenge of creating roles for actresses beyond the age of 40:  I was educated in the same Bristol school (thirty years later) as Cary Grant (1904-86) who appeared in films till his early 60s.  Thus my website maintains a (unique) list of 3000 Birthdays of Distinguished Living Women, including some 300 actresses and directors, many of them goodwill ambassadors drawing attention to our hungry and deprived co-citizens.



In 1971 I began the UN’s Ceres medal programme, with Sophia Loren portrayed as the Roman goddess of agriculture.  At the 2003 Venice Festival, I described my work to Gina Lollobrigida, one of whose sculptures now adorns the FAO headquarters in Rome.  I also maintain a list of 6000 Centenaries of Distinguished Women of History from 2000 to 2060, and now attach those of some 40 actresses whose 50- and 100-year anniversaries fall in 2010-2012 (a).  My 2003 paper included that of Anna Magnani (1908-73) portrayed on a 5 euro coin in 2008, only the second woman, after Maria Montessori in 1980, to be featured on Italian money. 



I also try to have the heroism and sacrifice of women featured in films.  On 31 August 2003, in congratulating Margaretha von Trotta on Rosenstrasse, her film story of one week’s successful protest in 1943 Berlin by German women to have their Jewish husbands released from detention, I put to her the following question:

it is only now becoming known, thanks to books like Anthony Beevor's "The Fall of Berlin", that 2 000 000 German women were raped by the Red Army in 1945:  there is one well-known case on 3 May 1945 in Demmin of 700 German women throwing themselves into a river in order not to suffer such humiliation, but, among 2 000 000 women, there must be several cases of heroism:  so may I hope that you or another director can get the 80-year-old survivors to tell their story because, while 1945 was the worst military rape in history, there have been many since then, including Bangladesh, Indonesia and Bosnia, and the whole of humankind needs precedents on how to resist such humiliations?



In September 2004, at the centenary meeting of the International Alliance of Women, I walked along Rosenstrasse in east Berlin, now rebuilt with a memorial.  Also, there is finally a film on the soviet army rape, A Woman in Berlin, directed by Max Faerberboeck, and reviewed in the New York Times on 17 July 2009.  
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 50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED ACTRESSES of HISTORY:   2010-12

extract from the writer’s 6000 Women's Anniversaries 2001-2060:   # references listed on website 
37 women   11 countries   20 August 2009   updated 9 February 2010   @Raymond Lloyd
Country        Woman of distinction          Main Activity                       Lived         Anniversary  Reference#    

                                                                                                            (portrait*)  
2010                                                                                                               

Austria        Marianne von Willemer         actress  dancer              20.11.1784- 6.12.1860 150.death   GF* WKI*

France         Simone Simon                  actress                      23. 4.1910-22. 2.2005 100.birth   EB WKI*

Germany        Christine Hebbel              actress                       9. 2.1817-30. 4.1910 100.death   GF*

               Inge Meysel                   actress  feminist            30. 5.1910-10. 7.2004 100.birth   WKI     

               Caroline Neuber               actor-manager                 9. 3.1697-30.11.1760 250.death   EB JU

               Henny Porten                  film actress                  7. 1.1890-15.10.1960  50.death   WKI*

               Luise Rainer                  actress                      12. 1.1910-           100.birth   WKI*

Japan          Kinuyo Tanaka                 actress  director            28.11.1910-21. 3.1977 100.birth   WKI*

Moldova        Maria Cebotari                soprano  actress             10. 2.1910- 9. 6.1949 100.birth   DO WKI*       

Sweden         Signe Hasso                   actress                      15. 8.1910- 7. 6.2002 100.birth   MCM LT*

United Kingdom Joyce Grenfell                entertainer                  10. 2.1910-30.11.1979 100.birth   CB WKI*

               Henrietta Hodson              actress                      26. 3.1841-30.10.1910 100.death   EV            

               Annie Horniman                theatre manager               3.10.1860- 6. 8.1937 150.birth   EB ONB

               Rachel Kempson                actress                      28. 5.1910-24. 5.2003 100.birth   EB2004

               Margaret (Peg) Woffington     actress                           ?1720-28. 3.1760 250.death   ONB*
United States  Joan Bennett                  actress                      27. 2.1910- 7.12.1990 100.birth   EB MCM*      

               Constance Cummings            actress                      15. 5.1910-23.11.2005 100.birth   EB 06*  

               Katherine Dunham              choreographer anthropologist 22. 6.1910-21. 5.2006 100.birth   EB CW

               Margaret Lindsay              actress                      19.10.1910- 9. 5.1981 100.birth   WKI*          

               Sylvia Sidney                 actress                       8. 8.1910- 1. 7.1999 100.birth   MCM*            

               Thelma White                  actress                       4.10.1910-11. 1.2005 100.birth   EB 06
2011                                                                                                               

Ireland        Maureen O'Sullivan            actress                       17.5.1911-22.6.1998  100.birth   MCM* EB98

United Kingdom Kitty Clive                   actress                            1711-85         250.birth   EB*     

               Thora Hird                    actress                      28. 5.1911-15. 3.2003 100.birth  

United States  Lucille Ball                  actress                        6.8.1911-           100.birth                     

               Jean Harlow                   film actress                       1911-37         100.birth   EB*     

               Ruth Hussey                   actress                      30.10.1911-19. 4.2005 100.birth   EB 06

               Butterfly McQueen             actress                        8.1.1911-22.12.1995 100.birth   MCM*

               Ginger Rogers                 dancer  actress              16. 7.1911-25.4.1995  100.birth   EB MCM*

               Jane Wyatt                    actress                      12. 8.1911-           100.birth   MCM*
2012                                                                                                               

Denmark        Johanne Luise Heiberg         actress  author              22.11.1812-21.12.1890 200.birth   banknote

Italy          Isabella Andreini             actress  writer                    1562-10. 7.1604 450.birth   EB JU             

United Kingdom Wendy Hiller                  actress                      15. 8.1912-14. 5.2003 100.birth   EB      

United States  Donna Damerel                 actress                            1912-41         100.birth   IX            

               Dale Evans                    actress  singer              31.10.1912-7.2.2001   100.birth   MCM* 

               May Irwin                     actress                            1862-1938       150.birth   EB V p 435*       

               Marilyn Monroe                actress                            1926-62          50.death   
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                   QUESTIONS on DEMOCRACY & WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT

BIT tourism exchange    Milan   18-21 February 2010

All questions in Italian   @ Raymond Lloyd

Date         Place    Occasion                              Person Addressed, Office & Country                       *PD  
20.2.10  Milan   BIT Ecotourism Panel    Pernille Wantzin  Director VisitDenmark          PD

A century ago, on 27 August 1910, a meeting in Copenhagen decided to create an International Women's Day, and in three weeks, on 8 March 2010, we will celebrate the 100th Women's Day:  nearly half a century ago, in 1962, it was a woman writer, Rachel Carson, in her book Silent Spring, who began the modern global movement for the protection of the environment, an achievement to which I drew attention in my paper (see my website) for the Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen in December 2009:  what plans do Denmark and Italy, both with women environment ministers, have for highlighting the role of women in eco-tourism in this centenary year?

19.2.10  Milan   BIT Tourism Exchange    Luigi Alfieri  President  NEOS travel writers       PD
There are 260 states and territories in this world, and I have travelled to 221 of the 260 (listed on my website), working for inclusive democracy and women's empowerment, so it is a great pleasure to witness the NEOS 2010 award to the desert explorer Carla Perrotti:  in July 2004 the National Portrait Gallery in London mounted an exhibition of three centuries of  British women explorers and travellers:  will NEOS promote a similar exhibition of Italian women explorers?    No woman may have accompanied Marco Polo, but it is only by the fortuitous safekeeping of her letters that we know that Sister Maria Celeste was at least as bright as her father Galileo who explored the heavens:  in any case will you underline the example of Carla Perrotti that women are not only the victims but also the heroines of travel?

           And to the question asking for a definition of courage, I have two, gained from experience in standing up to public evil, that courage is 1% exhilaration and 99% palpitations; and that courage, which is cognate with il cuore, the heart, derives from the discipline of encouraging others.

-------

* PD denotes  the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   
The questions are extracted from A 14th 100 Questions on Democracy and  A Tenth 100 Questions on Women's Advancement asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2009-2010. 
 

19.2.10  Milan   BIT Tourism Exchange  Giovanni Follador  Pres UNPLI Pro Loco  Veneto   PD

In congratulating you on your 70 000 volunteers who welcome visitors to the Veneto Region, I might mention that I started work as an International Red Cross volunteer helping resettle the 200 000 Hungarians who sought refuge in Austria in 1956, and that for the last 30 years I have worked voluntarily fulltime for inclusive democracy and women's empowerment:  such work has included recognising the contribution of women to agriculture, and one way of doing this is having wines named after famous women, wine-makers and their families (200 such wines listed on my website):  could you not name some of your wonderful sparkling Prosecco wines after the Woman Volunteer of the Year and, while awaiting that, name wines for distinguished Italian women, such as Caterina Cornaro, who lived in neighbouring Asolo, and whose 500th anniversary we celebrate on 10 July 2010?
19.2.10  Milan   BIT Tourism Exchange  Massimo Soppani  Gen Manager  Verona Airport ‏ PD

In my writings to make travel safer and more enjoyable for women and girls, I have promoted the naming of airports after distinguished women (list on my website), one of them named for Catherine of Genoa, the carer of the sick whose 500th anniversary we commemorate on 15 September 2010:  while you may not be able to rename the Valerio Catullo airport of Verona, can you name the new terminal after Giulietta, the star-crossed lover to honour whom so many visit Verona?
18.2.10  Milan   BIT Tourism Exchange   Letizia Moratti  Mayor of Milan             PD


(handed in to Mayor’s office)  In three weeks, 7 March 2010 marks the birth centenary, as listed on page 2 of the attachment, of the Milan-born artist Pietro Annigoni, who painted a much reproduced portrait of Queen Elizabeth II, and who also painted Rector Eric Barber of Exeter College Oxford, where I studied:  what plan do you have to celebrate the centenary of this Milanese painter?
 
           The following day, 8 March 2010, is 100th International Women's Day:  do you and BIT, Milan's International Tourism Fair, have any plans to convene a meeting of the 60 or more women ministers of transport and tourism, including Italian Minister Michela Vittoria Brambilla (a recent list on my website), with a view to making travel safer and more enjoyable for women and girls, somewhat, say, as Mercedes Bresso, President of Piedmont, has done with the 134-page booklets, in Italian and English versions, Women Welcome to Piemonte?
 
           In 1893, the World Columbian Expo in Chicago, held for the 400th anniversary of the Italian Christopher Columbus’ voyages to America, had a Women's Pavilion designed by a woman architect Sophia Hayden,  and showed many women’s sculptures and paintings, including a mural by Mary Cassatt:  for Milan's World Expo, 1 May to 31 October 2015, will there be a similar Women's Pavilion, created by Italian architects such as Gae Aulenti, and the Japanese woman architect Kazuyo Sejima who will curate the 12th Architecture Biennale in Venice from 26 August to 21 November 2010?

 
(emailed later)  on 15 December 2009, at the Copenhagen  Climate Conference, I put to  Angel Gurria Secretary General of OECD the following question:
At past Washington annual meetings of the US Conference of Mayors I have been impressed by Mayors for Peace, founded in 1982 by the Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and now with a membership of some 3400 mayors in 130 countries, dedicated to bringing about a world free from nuclear weapons by 2020:  would you encourage the formation of an analogous Mayors for a Healthy Climate, which fifty years ago might have been led by the Mayor of London and ten years ago by the Mayor of Athens, but which today might be set in motion by the Mayor of Mexico City, and might also set targets for 2020?

After six days in Milan, when my nostrils were blackened by smog, and I read of your efforts to have car-free days in the Po Valley, will you lead the formation of European Mayors for a Healthy Climate, to welcome us to a clean as well as an attractive city at the latest in time for the 2015 Milan World Expo?
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