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* FR, NI and PD  denotes the writer's press accreditation as honorary correspondent of the New York-based, 1941-founded, Freedom (House) Review, (ISSN 1054-3090);  the Oxford-based, 1973-founded, New Internationalist;  or the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  Parity Democrat (ISSN 1367-6946).   

#  Denotes an 8- 14-page paper on women's advancement and democracy prepared before the meeting, and sent with a postscript of questions asked at the meeting.  OP denotes number of letter in 1981-2002 series  "Letters to Citizens and Leaders in Open Polities", anticipating or following up the question.  The questions are extracted from  "900 Questions on Democracy" and  "700 Questions on Women's Empowerment"  asked at head-of-government and similar meetings between 1981 and 2005.
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 7.12.05  Bristol      Sustainable Communities  Alexander Pechtold  Minister Govt Reform Netherlands  PD

                                                 Jiri Patocka  Dep Minister Regional Dev  Czech Rep


The Bristol Accord on Sustainable Communities, concluded today, is described as a historic agreement:  from another historical angle I have drawn up a calendar of some 90 cities and communities around the world celebrating centenaries, for example, 100 for Cardiff in 2005, 800 for Liverpool in 2007 and 1200 for Venice in 2010:  has Britain,  or Austria, the Czech Republic and the Netherlands represented on this panel, drawn up a calendar of national or European cities celebrating centenaries shortly, as target dates for exchanging best practices, technical assistance and citizens' cooperation across Europe?

 7.12.05  Bristol (2)  Sustainable Communities  Peter Roberts  Academy for Sustainable Skills  Leeds  PD


Nearly fifty years ago, when we cleared the refugee camps in Europe, Norway made a point of accepting the "hard-core" disabled persons and found them to be excellent workers; subsequently Sweden pioneered the employment of the intellectually disabled;  on 3 December, the International Day of the Disabled, FAO put out a press release on their employment in agriculture; and thirty years ago my work financed a project for Mother Teresa teaching agricultural skills to persons suffering from leprosy:   in your new Skills Academy, will you benefit from such experience to promote employment among the disabled, not least in non-scaffolding jobs in the construction industry?   


Also, apparently only one percent of persons in Britain's construction industry are women:  will the new Skills Academy learn from other countries which have made greater progress, if necessary by setting up vocational schools targeted at the many girls who are deterred by the industry's macho image from building and decorating homes, hospitals and schools?

27.10.05  Hampton Ct   Informal Heads of Govt   Tony Blair & other Heads of Govt  Hampton Court       PD


Have you or any other of the 30 heads of European governments and institutions named as attending today's all-male Hampton Court summit (no, Angela Merkel is not listed under Germany) noted the irony that the Palace was built by Henry VIII in 1532 as a showpiece for running through his six wives (1 Spanish, 4 English, 1 German:  3 Catherines, 2 Annes, 1 Jane) in the expectation of producing a male heir; and that in the end all his macho-nations led to the reign of Elizabeth I (1558-1603) whose intelligence alone placed her head (and shoulders) above the male European rulers of her time?

Note for file:  Later on 27 October I re-sent the question with a photo of Hampton Court showing "No Women in Site"

 1. 9.05  Newport      EU Foreign Ministers     Rhodri Morgan  First Minister  Wales                  PD  EU-28a


In 2004 Zaha Hadid was awarded the Pritzker Prize, the first women architect ever to win this Nobel-type prize for architecture and, at the 22nd World Congress of Architecture in Istanbul in July 2005, no hall was big enough to hold the 5000 participants who tried to hear her lecture:  Wales is the first democracy in history to have an equal number of women and men parliamentarians and ministers:  will you now revive the project for Zaha's opera house in Cardiff, in celebration of 2005 marking both the centenary of Cardiff as a city and the 50th anniversary of Cardiff becoming capital of Wales? 

10. 6.05  London       G8 Gleneagles            Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD


(emailed)  You may have seen from the Wall Street Journal of 9 June the article on the International Freedom Center to be set up on the 9/11 Ground Zero in New York:  on 25 March 2007 Britain will celebrate the 200th anniversary of Parliament abolishing the transatlantic slave trade, an act enforced over the following hundred years by the Royal Navy:  given your and the Chancellor's determination to make history of Africa's poverty in our generation, could you not use the occasion of this bicentenary to create a similar Freedom Centre in Britain, either in a Royal Navy port or an ex-slave trading city, such as Liverpool which also celebrates its 800th anniversary in 2007?
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 4. 8.05  London       emailed                  Ken Livingstone  Mayor  London


Pending all  major Underground stations being made platform-accessible in time for the 2012 Paralympics, could you not put posters at the top and bottom of stairs with more than, say, 10 steps, with a request such as "Would you help travellers carrying heavy luggage or baby-carriages with the stairs?"

 7. 7.05  Gleneagles   G8 summit                Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD


None of the three Underground stations bombed today - Aldgate, Edgware Road and Kings Cross - have pavement access for the disabled;  will we learn later how many of the 33 or more civilians murdered today  were disabled - they may have got on at other stations - and whether the government will accelerate accessibility, even before the 2012 Paralympics?

 5. 7.05  Istanbul     Architecture Congress    Denise Scott Brown & Women Architects panel           PD


In addition to preparing for this 22nd World Congress of Architecture, and the 2nd Rotterdam Biennale in June, a paper on Women, Democracy, Money & Architecture, I have also helped finance a centre for single women (widows) in Kathmandu in Nepal, and am considering what I can do for a women's refuge in Bamyan in Afghanistan:  have you or other women architects prepared a handbook on model women's centres, given the domestic violence, motherhood mortality and other ills still faced by your sisters in many parts of the world?

Note for the file:  No one on the panel gave a substantive answer to the question, but to his credit Robert Venturi, the partner of Denise Scott Brown, subsequently acknowledged to me the importance of such work.

 5. 7.05  Istanbul     Architecture Congress    Jaime Lerner  Outgoing President  UIA             PD


In this age when architecture and conservation are among the most flourishing of the arts and sciences, and when both Durban and Tokyo are campaigning for the 24th World Congress of Architecture,  could not the International Union of Architects (UIA) plan these congresses, after the 23rd in Turin in 2008, to be held every two years, in 2010, 2012, 2014 etc, a periodicity of even years which would be much easier to remember, and mentally plan for, than meetings in 2008, 2011, 2014 etc?

12.12.04  London       emailed                  Hans Eichel  Minister of Finance  Germany             PD


In your plan to feature buildings from the 16 German states on your circulation 2 euro coins from 2006 on, will you ensure that this series acknowledges the achievements of German women, to include buildings like abbeys, colleges and museums founded or financed by women, buildings named after German women saints and other famous women, and buildings designed by women architects?

11.11.04  London       Georgian Conference      Zurab Zhvania  Prime Minister  Georgia                PD


After the Nato summit in Istanbul in June 2004, I would have liked to come on to visit Georgia, but was discouraged by the visa formalities, which are based on the need to finance border bureaucracies, rather than to welcome visitors:  will you abolish visas for your fellow democracies, perhaps even in time for my next planned visit to Istanbul, for the triennial congress of the International Union of Architects in July 2005? 

19. 9.04  Athens    12th Summer Paralympics  Alcestis Choremi  Director  Acropolis Museum       PD      Athens


With the 2500th anniversary of the birth of Pericles approaching in 2005, do you plan an exhibit showing the contribution made by this great democratic statesman to the building of the Parthenon and of Greek and European classical civilization in general?
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 4. 9.04  St Gerlach   European For Mins   Jan Peter Balkenende  Prime Minister  Netherlands   PD   EU26b-04  


In eight days, 12 September will mark the 350th anniversary of the first permanent Jewish settlement in North America, the arrival in New Amsterdam in 1654 of 23 Portuguese and Dutch Jews fleeing persecution in Brazil:  will the Netherlands and the European Union send a congratulatory message to Mayor Michael Bloomberg of New York, thanking New York and America first for giving hospitality to millions of European Jews, and secondly for demonstrating that it is only when a people accepts with pride its combined Judeo-Christian heritage that it can obviate or eradicate the cancer of anti-Semitism from the body politic?

Note for file:  It is similarly only when Europe fully acknowledges its Islamic heritage, the 700 years of Arab civilization in SW Europe, the 500 years of Turkish civilization in SE Europe, and the contribution which our 16 million Moslem citizens, originating from Suriname to Indonesia, have made to modern European prosperity (not to mention the revival of cricket fortunes in England and of football fortunes in France), that we can irradiate the new cancer of Islamophobia

29. 6.04  Istanbul     Nato summit              Kristin Krohn Devold   Defence Minister  Norway       PD   Nato-3


2004 is the 150th anniversary of the start of military nursing, with the arrival of Florence Nightingale in Turkey on 4 November 1854:  will you visit the barracks at Uskudar (Scutari) where she worked, or the Florence Nightingale university hospital in Sisli, just up the road from the conference centre?

18. 6.04  Brussels     European Council         Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD   EU25-04


The G8 summit which Britain is hosting at Gleneagles in the summer of 2005 will take place on or very close to the 700th anniversary of William Wallace, the Guardian of Scotland, whom the English tortured and executed on 23 August 1304:  the Wallace Monument in Stirling is only some thirty miles from Gleneagles:  will you provide the G8 leaders with the opportunity to pay homage to this Great Briton?

11. 5.04  Killarney    Agriculture Ministers    Joe Walsh  Minister of Agriculture  Ireland           PD   EU25c


Yesterday, when visiting the Muckross Traditional Farms near Killarney, which have won several awards for educational work, I was reminded of a question I once put at an EU environmental ministers meeting, that of designating European or World Heritage Farms and Farmscapes: today there are some 750 Unesco World Heritage Sites but hardly 20 which might be called agricultural, mostly gardens and wine-growing areas: in 2002 Unesco limited future sites to only 30 a year: 


if therefore Europe wants to preserve our agricultural heritage, and create new forms of rural income, is there not a case for designating European heritage farms and farmscapes, and would Ireland take a lead by asking all 25 agriculture ministers here whether they could draw up a heritage shortlist, such as the drystone island of Inishmore, or Holkham Hall in Norfolk where Thomas Coke pioneered modern agriculture, which they would like to become better known and attract schoolchildren and visitors from the rest of Europe and the wider world?
29. 1.04  Madrid       FITUR / Tourcom     German Porras  Secretary General  Tourism  Spain  PD   WTO-2004  


Recently I have drawn up a list of some 43 major cities which are celebrating centenaries in the next fifteen years, including Segovia, Toledo and Santiago in Spain, and Santa Fe, Havana and Panama, founded by Spaniards in the New World (list given to Senor Porras):  do you have a fuller list which would help in forging partnerships between Spanish and other cities celebrating centenaries in the same year?

 6. 2.03  London       Development Conference   Neale Coleman  Director  Greater London Authority     PD


For the Twin Towers redevelopment in New York, there were two architect competitions, and the chance for the public and critics to view the models:  will a similar public process take place for future major developments in London, for example, if London bids for, and wins the competition for, the 2012 Olympic Games?
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23. 4.02  Valencia     EuroMed Conference   Pere Esteve  Rapporteur  Foreign Affairs  Euro Parlt  PD   EC19a-02  


In 1991 the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, for Eastern Europe, became the first international financial institution constitutionally "committed to the fundamental principles of parliamentary democracy":  in any future Euro-Mediterranean Bank, will Parliament insist on a similar constitutional commitment?   And will such a Bank and the new Euro-Mediterranean Foundation be headquartered, if not in Valencia and the Costa de Azahar (Arabic for Orange-Blossom), then in other European cities with a major Arab heritage, such as Seville, Granada, Cordoba or Palermo?

22. 4.02  Valencia     EuroMed Conference       Jose Maria Aznar  Prime Minister  Spain            PD   EC19a-02  


Among the many excellent publications put out by the Spanish Ministry of Tourism  are guides to both the Islamic and Jewish cultural heritage of Spain, but there are also some local government initiatives which survive from Arab times, such as the Tribunal de las Aguas, the Water Court, held every Thursday here in Valencia:  if Spain has not yet done this, could we, as part of a new political dialogue, have a guide to the surviving local government initiatives created in past centuries by enlightened Arab rulers?

20. 5.01  Falun (2)    European Cultural Conf   Marita Ulvskog  Minister of Culture  Sweden        FR/PD   Falun


This year is the 800th anniversary of Riga, next year the 750th of Stockholm, and 2003 the 300th of St Petersburg, and so on:  has the European Cultural Committee any plans to draw up a calendar of such centennials, which could be repeated on a 50-year cycle, so that we can plan more systematically to celebrate our European heritage?


There are currently some 800 Unesco World Heritage sites, including 11 in Sweden, but from 2002 on  Unesco will limit new entries to 30 a year, giving priority to new countries and new types of sites:  with so much of the world's cultural heritage in Europe - according to one calculation  over 50% of artistic wealth by market value is found in Italy alone - are there any plans to create a list of European heritage sites, which would not replicate the Unesco list, but be especially relevant to European culture, for example the copper mines of Falun, not on the Unesco list, which have been responsible for many beautiful roofs and spires throughout at least northern Europe?

11. 5.01  London       Tate Modern:One Year On  Chris Smith  Secretary for Culture  Britain           PD   

                                                Stephanie Elsy  Leader of Southwark Council  London


In the American capital  Washington  there is a magnificent Museum of Women in the Arts which, beside the sheer pleasure of viewing, has done much to promote research into the work of women artists, and to increase demand for their works, whereas in Britain, an attempt to set up a similar museum was turned down by the Millennium Commission:  are there any new plans to set up a Museum for Women in the Arts, either in Bankside, or Battersea, or the proposed London Bridge Tower, or any future Tate Annex, which would not only show the hundreds of women's paintings stored by the Tate  but which, if there was some high patronage, would surely, as in the States, attract funding from the many millionaire women and widows,  not to mention the outstanding women architects in the Richard Rogers Partnership?

12. 7.00  Greenwich    Carrier HMS Invincible   Admiral Sir Michael Boyce  First Sea Lord  UK      FR/PD

When in ten years' time  this aircraft carrier goes out of service,  are there plans to preserve it as part of our naval heritage, as now with the World War II cruiser  HMS Belfast?   

 7. 6.00  London       Defence Estate briefing  Geoff Hoon  Defence Secretary  United Kingdom    FR/PD


In your publication "In Trust and On Trust", page 37, you state that 30 properties took part in the 1999 heritage Open Days;  in Unesco's current list of 630 World Heritage sites, there are some 25 fortresses and perhaps a similar number of walled cities, but not all those sites, for example, the English castles in Wales,  or Unesco itself in the 1980s,  were designed to safeguard our freedoms:  are there any plans systematically to conserve whole defence sites, as with Chatham Docks, both in Britain and abroad, so that future generations can better appreciate what might be called Nato Peace and Freedom heritage sites?
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12. 5.98  Newcastle    Euro Agri Ministers      Franz Fischler   Commissioner for Agriculture  EC   FR


Six years ago, at the Informal Meeting in Cambridge, I asked Agriculture Minister John Gummer whether Britain, under its set-aside programme  and with its role in the agricultural revolution of the 18th century, would take a lead in setting up world heritage farms,  on the analogy of what Unesco is doing for cultural and environmental sites:  because he turned up his nose at this question, somewhat as his daughter was to do at a later photo-opportunity,  what I would ask now,  more modestly,  given such attempts as those in Britain to preserve historic features under the Countryside Stewardship Scheme, is whether the European Commission plans to dedicate one of its annual Architectural Heritage preservation programmes  to historical but disused agricultural buildings and sites,  for example in environmentally fragile areas, rather as  in past years  the Commission has restored theatres and religious buildings throughout the European Union? 

 2. 5.98  Brussels     EMU Council              Jose Maria Gil-Robles  President  Euro Parliament   PD   


With the introduction of the Euro notes, the European Parliament will disappear from the only banknote now portraying it, the 5000 francs of Luxembourg:  is there still time for the 500 Euro note, instead of bearing the doors and windows of an artist's imagination, to portray the new building of the European Parliament in Strasbourg, and this as a symbol of democratic control of the new Euro monetary system?

12.12.97  Luxembourg   European Council         Yves-Thibault de Silguy  Finance Commissioner  EC   PD   


The advent of the Euro banknotes in 2002 will see the disappearance from circulation of the only banknote featuring European Union buildings, the 5000 franc note of Luxembourg:  is the time not opportune to reconsider the point I raised at the Dublin summit on 13 December 1996, which first flummoxed and then silenced the then EMI president,  that if the 500 Euro banknote had to show a modern building, it might best portray, not a figment of the designer's imagination, but the Human Rights building in Strasbourg,  which is a symbol both of outstanding architecture and the highest European ideals?  Or will this be another case of the EMI and Commission being too incestuous to accept a suggestion which does not originate with the Eurocratic elite?

14.12.96  Dublin       European Council         Erik Asbrink  Minister of Finance  Sweden           NI


Yesterday I suggested to the President of the European Monetary Union  that the 500 Euro banknote showing modern architecture need not be anonymous, but might show an outstanding modern European building, such as the European Court for Human Rights at Strasbourg:  may I now suggest that the modern bridge on the reverse of the note similarly not be anonymous,  but could show the new bridge from Copenhagen to Malmo,  Europe's first international sea bridge, and the last bridge in the land link uniting the European Union, from Portugal to Finland and Lappland?

13.12.96  Dublin       European Council         A Lamfalussy  President  Euro Monetary Institute    NI   EC: 14.12.96


While it may be understandable that, on the first six Euro notes, you chose anonymous architectural features, did you consider, for the seventh, modern design,  doors or windows from an outstanding modern building, such as the new European Court for Human Rights in Strasbourg?

16. 5.95  London     Praemium Imperiale  Edward Heath  International Advisor (ex-PM)  UK   FR  OP 92: 19.5.95


So far only one of the 31 Praemium Imperiale laureates, the architect Gae Aulenti, is not male:  does this reflect the fact that there are so few women of outstanding artistic achievement, or that only one of 30 members of the Japanese selection committee, and none of the seven international advisors, is a woman?
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