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QUESTIONS on INCLUSIVE DEMOCRACY & WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT
5th Quadrennial IPC World Swimming Championships  International Paralympic Committee

Eindhoven Netherlands  15-21 August 2010   @  Raymond Lloyd
Date         Place          Occasion              Person Addressed,  Office & Country                                    *PD  
20. 8. 10  Eindhoven  Paralympics (2)  Xavier Gonzalez  CEO International Paralympic Committee   PD


Swimming, unlike disabled track and field events, makes no use of prosthetics, so I was surprised that, among the 50 or so countries taking part in Eindhoven, there was hardly a Sub-Saharan or South Asian face to be seen:  this is the first of five quadrennial IPC World Swimming Championships to welcome competitors with an intellectual disability (category S14):  for the London Summer Paralympics in 2010, and for the 6th IPC Championships in 2014, will you make a special effort to be even more inclusive, by having your sponsors bring swimmers from Africa and South Asia, not least the young disabled people from such mine-ravaged countries as Afghanistan, Angola and Cambodia, where such excellent bodies as the Toronto-based Right-to-Play foundation and the Dutch Cruyff organisation are already working with disadvantaged and disabled children?


With the proto-Paralympics having started in Stoke Mandeville in 1948 to rehabilitate World War II wounded, and my having met here two veteran disabled swimmers from Iran, can you let us have a summary of the new measures taken, for example in Australia and the US, to encourage today’s veterans to take up Paralympic sports? 
18. 8. 10  Eindhoven  Paralympics (2)  David Cameron & William Hague  Prime & FCO Ministers UK   PD

In caring for the war wounded and eventual Paralympians, Britain has played a leading part in three major developments:  the first was in the mid 19th century when battlefield wounded were cared for by the nursing pioneer Florence Nightingale and Red Cross founder Henri Dunant, both of whose centenaries we commemorate in 2010, the former on 12 August and the latter on 30 October;  the second was the proto-Paralympics in 1948 in Stoke Mandeville Hospital to rehabilitate spinally-injured World War II wounded:  the third has been the amazing advances in battlefield surgery and evacuation in Iraq and Afghanistan:  for the 2012 London Paralympics, will Britain, perhaps as a method of reinforcing the Olympic Truce,  draw attention to the Florence Nightingale Museum opposite Parliament, to Stoke Mandeville Hospital in Buckinghamshire, and hold a special exhibition in Parliament or the Ministry of Defence highlighting recent British successes in giving a new lease on life to our severely wounded servicemen and women, some of whom may even take part in the 2012 Paralympics?
 
           In welcoming the elevation to the House of Lords in March of the wheelchair racer Tanni Grey-Thompson, will you similarly honour the wheelchair basketball and swimming champion, and for several years President of the International Paralympic Committee, Philip Craven, so that your government and we citizens might benefit from his worldwide experience in enhancing the London Summer Paralympics in 2012?
-------

* PD denotes  the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from  A 14th 100 Questions on Democracy and  An Eleventh 100 Questions on Women's Advancement asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2009-2010.   An account and photos of this meeting are given in the October 2010 issue of The Parity Democrat.
Date         Place          Occasion              Person Addressed,  Office & Country                                      PD  
17. 8. 10  Eindhoven  Paralympics    Sports, Women , European, African & Travel Mailing Lists         PD


For thirty years, in work for the education of girls, I have been writing about their growing participation in sports, not least in Paralympics, whose World Swimming Championships I am now covering in Eindhoven:  the naming of the pool here after a distinguished Dutch male swimmer has prompted me to search for stadia named after sportswomen, both in recognition of their achievements, and to encourage aspiring girl athletes. So far I have found four, three of them in the Netherlands, as follows  

Location         Type                      Country        Sportswoman                              Achievement

Barendrecht   Swimming centre    Netherlands  Inge de Bruijn 24 Mar 1973-       world swimming champion

Hengelo         Athletics stadium     Netherlands  Fanny Blankers-Koen 1918-2004 Olympic gold medalist    
Tilburg           Ice rink                   Netherlands   Ireen Wuest    1 Apr 1986-          Speed skating champion  
Queens N Y    Nat Tennis Center   U S A            Billie Jean King 12 Nov 1943-       tennis champion

Can you add to them?  

 I have also been campaigning for a Museum of Women in Sports, to emulate the excellent Museum of Women in the Arts in Washington DC.  

Do you know of any precedents, which I might cite, in trying to promote such a museum as a legacy of the 2012 London Olympics and Paralympics?
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