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For nearly forty years I have been working for women’s advancement and inclusive democracy.   In the 1970s, while working with the United Nations on third world development, I found that much modernization made women worse off, as men received machinery and women were left with drudgery, men received credit and women were left with subsistence.  I started the first international programme for rural women’s advancement, creating a business profit of $744000, to finance women’s credit and farm projects in some thirty countries.

In 1980 I resigned from the UN to work on my own and more generally for women’s empowerment.  I circularized the names of 5000 able women from 131 democracies who could provide leadership in national and international organizations.  The 5000 names may be downloaded from www.shequality.org:  they include 461 names from Britain and, in tribute to the women ambassadors and other speakers here, 48 from Austria, 46 from Costa Rica, 16 from Macedonia, 11 from Mongolia, 87 from the Netherlands, and 21 from Pakistan.  
Also, since 1997 I have published The Parity Democrat, a monthly newsletter which lists some forty centenaries and other major anniversaries as target dates for consolidating and enhancing democracy and women’s advancement.  No 137, for May 2008, is now on www.shequality.org.  
Thirdly I go to many summit meetings, each time preparing an advance research paper, and asking precise questions of political and other leaders.  The last such meetings were of European competition and health ministers in Slovenia from 16-18 April, that on health being the first I have attended with an equal number of female and male ministers.  The paper may be found on my website, along with an earlier 800 questions on women’s advancement.
Finally, as a further encouragement on what has been done and is still to do, I would draw attention to www.guide2womenleaders.com, a site maintained by Martin K I Christensen of Denmark, which gives the names of all women ministers, past and present, in some 200 states and territories, with portrait lists of women heads of government, foreign and defence ministers, party leaders and speakers of parliament, along with portrait lists of all women in history, several thousand in all, going back to the Pharaohs, who have held some form of political authority.
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