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On 4 April 2009, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization will mark its 60th anniversary.  When NATO was founded in 1949, its main purpose was to provide a defensive alliance against soviet expansion, against more countries being taken over by communists, as had happened to Czechoslovakia on 25 February 1948.  NATO had been preceded by the Marshall Plan, the European Recovery Act passed on 31 March 1948, which was to transfer $13 billion of aid to Western Europe. 

NATO was not so much a union of democracies, as an anti-soviet alliance.  In 1949 Nato’s 12 founding members included authoritarian Portugal, while in 1952 it was joined by Greece and Turkey, both of which countries subsequently endured one or more military regimes.  Its democratic character became clear only in May 1982 when, following a national referendum, it was joined by the newly democratic Spain.  Since then, NATO has been joined by 10 new democracies from central and eastern Europe, and will now be joined by 2 more from the Balkans.

NATO still has unfinished work, to offer collective security to other applicant members in Eastern Europe and the Caucasus, an alliance which should be completed by NATO’s 70th anniversary in 2019.   Meanwhile, since the dissolution of the communist Warsaw pact in 1991, and the 9/11 bombings by al-Qaeda ten years later, it has become obvious that the threats to North Atlantic peace and security, and to citizens of the democracies elsewhere, are in fact worldwide.

The challenge therefore, as the 21st century advances, is whether NATO should be transformed, or supplemented, by a collective security treaty allying democracies throughout the world.  In addition to the 28 current and imminent members of NATO, such a treaty could include Australia, New Zealand and Brazil, all of which sent troops to liberate Europe from nazis and fascists in the 1940s.  It could similarly include India, South Africa and the Caribbean, as soon as their citizens have flushed out the victimist politics and ideologies deriving from colonialism and racism;  along with other democracies like Japan and Korea, which have provided support for various NATO operations.   It might eventually be joined by Kosova and Afghanistan, two countries whose freedom has been brought about by NATO operations.

In all some 122 of the world’s 194 sovereign nations are considered to be electoral democracies, nearly 90 of them rated by the New York-based Freedom House as Free, and the rest as Partly Free:  a complete list for the world’s 222 states and territories is annexed (A).  Some of them, while taking part in UN peace-keeping operations, have neutrality written into their constitutions or history, while others are too small or isolated to feel threatened.  But given likely shortages in food, fuel and water, created by increasing populations and by climate change, shortages which are the source of potential conflicts, collective security may well be attractive to a majority of democracies, or more than currently covered by NATO.

There are two analogies for such transformation.  On 16 April 1948, the Organization for European Economic Co-operation (OEEC) was created to help administer the Marshall Plan.    On 14 December 1960 it was reformed into the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), to include countries outside Europe, to date Australia, Japan, Korea, Mexico and New Zealand, that accepted the principles of representative democracy and a free market economy.   On 16 March 2007, the OECD Ministerial Council of now 30 countries decided to open accession discussions with Chile, Estonia, Israel, Russia and Slovenia, and to strengthen co-operation with Brazil, China, India, Indonesia and South Africa.  That the OECD has teeth  was shown in June 2000 by its list of 30 Uncooperative Tax Havens, which by March 2009 had been reduced virtually to zero.
The second analogy is the Community of Democracies (CD), an intergovernmental organization of democracies and democratizing countries with a stated commitment to strengthening and deepening democratic norms and practices worldwide. The CD is composed both of government representatives, and civil society organizations, who meet as a group at biennial ministerial conferences, so far in Warsaw in 2000, Seoul in 2002, Santiago in 2005,  Bamako in 2007, and Lisbon in July 2009.  In 2004, CD governments also organized themselves into a Democracy Caucus in the United Nations, their first meeting on 20 September attended by ministers and UN representatives from some 80 countries.  This contrasts with the UN Security Council and the Group of Eight (G8) industrialized countries, whose memberships are more or less ossified.

The military and terrorist threats to democracies in the 21st century have at least three sources.  The first is from rogue regimes, like Syria and Iran, which finance extra-territorial militias and terrorists.  The second results from our consumerist over-dependence on totalitarian and authoritarian suppliers, manufactures from China, and oil from Saudi Arabia.  It is not that those countries provide an imminent military threat, but their protégés, like North Korea and Sudan, can create regional military mayhem or provoke regional arms races.  The third is from militant Islam, as opposing Sunnis and Shiites project their millennium-long rivalry onto third parties and other faiths, including Christians, Jews, Hindus and Buddhists.  The solution to such problems may not be military:  Sunni-Shiite rivalry, for example, may be resolved, if not in a democratic Iraq, then by communities living peacefully together in democracies which have already succeeded in separating church and state. But meanwhile any and every democracy may be threatened.

There are other threats to security, such as piracy, drug-running and human trafficking, which may best be met by collective action.  Again a precedent exists, in the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI), formed on 31 May 2003 among (now) 15 core democracies within and outside Nato, and with a further 60 countries cooperating on an adhoc basis, an association which exists to search ships and other transports suspected of carrying nuclear, biological and chemical weapons and materials.  
Other forces which a new association might foster include a Genocide Intervention Force, such as I wrote about in the paper prepared for the Nato summit in Istanbul in 2004, and downloadable from my website’s Conference Papers page.  This in turn could include an International Women’s Brigade, led by women now playing a significant role in many democratic armed forces, which could fulfil three roles:  safeguarding women working in conflict resolution as mandated by UN Security Council Resolution 1325 of 31 October 2000, 

halting the trafficking of women and girls, and in stopping military rape, still perpetrated in Darfur and the eastern Congo, and now recognized in international law as a war crime.

The North Atlantic Treaty was signed in Washington in May 1949.   Any new Democratic Allies Treaty Organization would have to have US participation, if not US initiative.  This is partly because the US spends more than many other democracies put together on the maintenance and development of its military.  It is also because the US has become the first target of the enemies of democracy, the most common antithesis to democracy now being, not communism or even totalitarianism, but envy and anti-Americanism. 
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 Country      WA PR CL   Country       WA PR CL   Country       WA PR CL   Country       WA PR CL  Country        WA PR CL   Country        WA PR CL

 Afghanistan  5  5  6-   China         5  7  6    Ghana         4  1  2    Liberia       3  3  4   Pakistan       6  4+ 5    Switzerland    3  1  1             

 Albania      4  3  3    * Hong Kong   5  5  2    Greece        3  1  2    Libya         6  7  7   Palau          4  1  1    Syria          6  7  6                                                          

 Algeria      4  6  5    * Macao       5  6  4    Grenada       4  1  2    Liechtenstein 3  1  1   * Palestine    6  5  6         

 Andorra      3  1  1    * Tibet       6  7  7    Guatemala     5  3  4    Lithuania     3  1  1   Panama         3  1  2    Taiwan         3  2  1      

 Angola       6  6  5    Colombia      3 -4  3    Guinea        5  7- 5    Luxembourg    2  1  1   Papua New G    5  4- 3    Tajikistan     5  6  5 

 Antigua & B  5  2  2    Comoros       6 +3  4    Guinea Bissau 5  4  4                            Paraguay       5  3  3    Tanzania       5  4  3      

 Argentina    3+ 2  2    Congo Brz     5  6  5    Guyana        4  2  3    Macedonia     4  3  3   Peru           5  2  3    Thailand       5  5+ 4   

 Armenia      6  6- 4    Congo DR      6  6- 6                             Madagascar    4  3  3   Philippines    3  4  3    Timor Leste    3  3  4     

 * Nagorno K  6  5  5    Costa Rica    2  1  1    Haiti         5  4  5    Malawi        4  4  4   Poland         3  1  1    Togo           6  5  5   

 Australia    2+ 1  1    Cote d'Ivoire 5  6+ 5    Honduras      3  3  3    Malaysia      4  4  4   Portugal       3  1  1    Tonga          5  5  3   

 * Christmas  4  3  2    Croatia       4  2  2    Hungary       4  1  1    Maldives      5  4+ 4+                            Trinidad & Tob 3  2  2   

 Austria      3  1  1    Cuba          5  7  6+                            Mali          3  2  3   Qatar          5  6  5    Tunisia        4  7  5   

 Azerbaijan   6  6  5    Cyprus        4  1  1    Iceland       2  1  1    Malta         4  1  1   Romania        4  2  2    Turkey         3  4  3                           

                         Czech Rep     3  1  1    India         3+ 2  3    Marshalls     3  1  1   Russia         5  6  5    * North Cyprus 4  2  2   

 Bahamas      3  1  1                             * Kashmir     6  5  4    Mauritania    6  6- 5-  * Chechnya     7  7  7    Turkmenistan   7  7  7   

 Bahrain      5  5  5    Denmark       2  1  1    Indonesia     4  2  3    Mauritius     3  1  2   Rwanda         3  6  5    Tuvalu         4  1  1   

 Bangladesh   4  4+ 4    Djibouti      6  5  5    * West Papua  6  5  4    Mexico        4  2  3                                                      

 Barbados     3  1  1    Dominica      3  1  1    Iran          6  6  6    Micronesia    4  1  1   St Kitts Nevis 4  1  1    Uganda         4  5  4   

 Belarus      5  7  6    Dominican Rep 3  2  2    Iraq          5  6  6    Moldova       4  4- 4   Saint Lucia    4  1  1    Ukraine        4  3  2   

 Belgium      4  1  1                                                      * Trasnistria 5  6  6   St Vincent     4  2  1    Un Arab Emirs  5  6  5                                         

 Belize       4  1  2    Ecuador       4  3  3    Ireland       2  1  1    Monaco        4  2  1   Samoa          4  2  2    United Kingdom 2  1  1   

 Benin        4  2  2    Egypt         5  6  5    Israel        3  1  2    Mongolia      4  2  2   San Marino     3  1  1    * Caymans      4  2  1   

 Bhutan       6  6  5    El Salvador   5  2  3    * Occ Territ  5  6  6    Montenegro    5  3  3   Sao Tome & Pr  3  2  2    * Channel Is   4  2  1   

 Bolivia      5  3  3    Eq Guinea     6  7  7-   Italy         3  1  2-   Morocco       4  5  4   Saudi Arabia   6+ 7  6    * Isle of Man  4  1  2   

 Bosnia H     6  4  3    Eritrea       5  7  6                             * W Sahara    6  7  6   Senegal        3  3- 3    * N Ireland    3  2  2   

 Botswana     4  2  2    Estonia       3  1  1    Jamaica       2  2  3    Mozambique    5  3  3   Serbia         5  3  2    * Montserrat   4  3  3                   

 Brazil       3  2  2    Ethiopia      6  5  5    Japan         3  1  2    Namibia       4  2  2                             * Wales        1  1  1                          

 Brunei       6  6  5                             Jordan        5  5  5-   Nauru         4  1  1   Seychelles     3  3  3    United States  2  1  1                   

 Bulgaria     4  2- 2    Fiji          4  6  4    Kazakstan     6  6  5    Nepal         5  4+ 4   Sierra Leone   5  3  3    * Guam         4  1  3   

 Burkina Faso 5  5  3    Finland       1  1  1    Kenya         5  4  3    Netherlands   2  1  1   Singapore      4  5  4    * Puerto Rico  3  1  1   

 Burma Myanma 6  7  7    France        3  1  1    Kiribati      4  1  1    * Aruba       4  1  2   Slovakia       3  1  1    Uruguay        4  1  1   

 Burundi      5  4  5    * Mayotte     4  3  2    Korea DPR     6  7  7    * N Antilles  3  2  1   Slovenia       3  1  1    Uzbekistan     6  7  7                 

                         * N Caledonia 4  2  2    Korea Rep     4  1  2    New Zealand   1  1  1   Solomons       4  4  3                                                                    

 Cambodia     6  6  5    * St Pierre M 4  2  2    Kosova        5  6- 5    * Cook Isl    3  1  2   Somalia        6  7  7    Vanuatu        4  2  2   

 Cameroon     5  6  6                             Kuwait        4  4  4    Nicaragua     4  4- 3   South Africa   3  2  2    Venezuela      4  4  4 

 Canada       1  1  1    Gabon         5  6  4    Kyrgyzstan    3  5  4    Niger         6  3  4   Spain          2  1  1    Viet Nam       5  7  5       

 Cape Verde   3  1  1    Gambia        5  5  5                             Nigeria       5  5- 4   Sri Lanka      4  4  4                                                                 

 Central Afr  5  5  4    Georgia       4  4  4    Laos          6  7  6    Norway        1  1  1   Sudan          6  7  7    Yemen          6  5  5 

 Chad         6  6  5    * Abkhazia    6  5  5    Latvia        2  2  1                            Suriname       5  2  2    

 Chile        2  1  1    * S Ossetia   6  7  6    Lebanon       6  5  4    Oman          5  6  5   Swaziland      6  7  5    Zambia         5  3  3+                                                                                                      

                         Germany       1  1  1    Lesotho       4  2  3                            Sweden         1  1  1    Zimbabwe       5  7  6     

Notes:  In the above evaluations,  1 represents the highest degree of freedom  and 7 the lowest.  The evaluation of Political Rights (PR)  and Civil Liberties (CL)  is that made annually since 1973 by Freedom House  (120 Wall Street  New York  NY 10005).  The ratings are published in the yearbook Freedom in the World  2008- 2009,  ISBN 0 7658 0760 2., and on www.freedomhouse.org.   The Freedom House yearbooks provide a  21-point checklist, and country by country narratives, in support of their evaluation of political rights and civil liberties.  Political rights exist when citizens can form political parties that represent a significant range of voter choice and when leaders can openly compete for and be elected to political office.  Civil liberties exist where governments respect and protect citizens' religious, ethnic, economic, linguistic and other rights, including gender and family rights, personal freedoms, and freedoms of the press, belief, and association.  The  +  and  -   signs represent substantive increases or decreases in freedom since the January 2008 evaluations.   Smaller  territories are listed  only when their ratings differ significantly from those of metropolitan countries.

        There is not yet a similar systematic and independent evaluation of Women's Advancement  (WA).  The ratings used here are those updated annually from a list supplied by the author for "Freedom in the World 1988-1989".  They are based on several sources:   the (99) Country Rankings of the Status of Women, published in 1988 by the Population Crisis Committee in Washington;  the 20 country or regional monographs published by Change in London;  the 5 regional reports on women  by women  published by the Minority Rights Group in London;  the (100 developing) Country Profiles published monthly since 1980 by the New Internationalist in Oxford;  and Amnesty International's 134 page study Human Rights are Women's Rights (ISBN 0 86210 242 1),  published on 8 March 1995;  supplemented by the writer's continuing work for women's advancement worldwide, and by travel in 192 of the above 222 countries.

       Any systematic survey of women's advancement would take into account  parameters in at least four categories:  the physical, legal and economic independence of women;   the absolute numbers for women of such indicators as teen marriage, maternal mortality, fertility rate, and spouse abandonment;  the female/male ratio in infant mortality, in primary, secondary and tertiary education, in employment and earnings, and in representation in the professions and media, the legislature, judiciary and executive;   and the incidence of hardship or crime endured solely or mainly by girls and women, such as infanticide, child abuse, genital mutilation, child prostitution, white slavery, rape, dowry murder, wife battering and other forms of domestic violence.

      Also  a systematic survey would have its ratings weighted according to more fundamental human parameters, in particular life expectancy.  Thus, in a country where life expectancy at birth was less than 45, as in Zambia, the nutrition, health and education of girls and women would be paramount;  in countries where life expectancy was under 60, as in Pakistan, the employment and economic independence of women would be more important;  while in countries where life expectancy was more than 75, as in Viet Nam, the political representation and empowerment of women would be of more significance.   Only 6 UN member sovereign states, Canada, Finland, Germany, New Zealand, Norway and Sweden, and Wales, receive the highest 1 rating of parity democracy, and 12 more the second highest.  Parity democracy occurs where women and men share equally in the responsibilities of government and administration, parliament and political parties, the judiciary, and the media.  Parity democracy is both an end in itself,  and a means to a world where every girl, as well as every boy, from Afghanistan to ex Zaire, receives adequate nutrition, secondary education, and the expectation of gainful employment  and an independent income.   
PAGE  
3

