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QUESTIONS

27.10.05  Hampton Ct   Informal Heads of Govt              Jacques Chirac  President  France                                    PD


On 28 April 1969 President de Gaulle resigned from office after losing a referendum:  on 29 May 2005 the people of France voted against accepting the European Constitution on which you had campaigned so vigorously:   why have you not emulated your great mentor and resigned with similar dignity?

27.10.05  Hampton Ct   Informal Heads of Govt           Jan Peter Balkenende  Prime Minister  Netherlands         PD


Earlier this year you led Dutch political efforts to approve the European Constitution:  when your citizens rejected it, why did you not resign?

Note for file:  I had planned to ask the above two questions at the Brussels summit on 17 June 2005, but was anticipated by the Luxembourg Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker, who announced that he would resign if citizens voted down the Constitution on 10 July.  In the event Luxembourg approved it, so Hampton Court was the first summit where I could put the questions.  In 1994  I had been surprised when Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland did not resign when Nor-wegian voters rejected her appeal to join the European Union.  In my own humble way I resigned from FAO and the UN system in March 1980 when, after three years working for reform from within, I was unable to get the democracies to halt the political degeneration which occurred when UN agency heads became as unaccountable as the 100 of the then 150 member governments which imprisoned, tortured or murdered their civilian opponents.  Subsequent leaders, who had kept their heads below the parapet, have felt too threatened by my courage and integrity, to ever acknowledge the 25-year-long, unpaid, part I played in slowing down that degeneration, a role articulated in the Letters and Proposals sections of  www.shequality.org  

27.10.05  Hampton Ct    Informal Heads of Govt   Tony Blair & other European Heads of Government         PD


Have you or  other of the 30 heads of European governments and institutions named as attending today's all-male Hampton Court summit (no, Angela Merkel is not listed under Germany) noted the irony that the Palace was built by Henry VIII in 1532 as a showpiece for running through his six wives (1 Spanish, 4 English, 1 German:  3 Catherines, 2 Annes, 1 Jane) in the expectation of producing a male heir; and that in the end all his macho-nations led to the reign of Elizabeth I (1558-1603) whose intelligence alone placed her head (and shoulders) above the male European rulers of her time?

Note for file:  Later on 27 October I re-sent the question with a photo of Hampton Court showing No Women in Site
21.10.05  emailed       Hampton Court summit     Tony Blair  Prime Minister  United Kingdom            PD


In his Per Jacobsson lecture during the World Bank Annual Meetings on 4 October 1998, Peter Sutherland, the former European Commissioner from Ireland, and now Chair of BP, called for a world summit on globalization, to spell out the benefits of this worldwide movement:   now that, in your invitation of 20 October 2005, you will make "the opportunities and challenges of globalization" the theme of the informal Meeting of Heads of State and Government at Hampton Court on 27 October, will you invite Peter Sutherland to address what will in effect be a European summit on globalization?

-------

* PD  denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN 1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from  A Ninth 100 Questions on Democracy  and  A Seventh 100 Questions on Women's Empowerment  asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2004-2005.  
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