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 8. 6.07  Heiligendamm G8 summit                Nicolas Sarkozy  President  France                    PD    G8 2007


May I, as someone who volunteered for International Red Cross work in Vienna in 1956-57 to resettle 200 000 Hungarians fleeing totalitarianism, welcome you to international leadership, in the expectation that you will add Hungarian flair to French elan, and ask whether France will take up the proposal to designate 2009, the 200th anniversary on 4 January of the birth of Louis Braille, as European or World Year of the Blind, to highlight further the contributions which disabled citizens make to society, in followup of the European Year in 2003?

 8. 6.07  Heiligendamm G8 summit                Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva  President  Brazil          PD    G8 2007  


In Latin America at least 11 of the 20 countries, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Dominican

Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama and Venezuela, have had women Presidents, Acting Presidents or Vice-Presidents:  how soon will Brazil show similar enlightenment?

 7. 6.07  Heiligendamm G8 summit                George W Bush  President  United States              PD


On 12 February 2009 the world will celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of the great Emancipator President, Abraham Lincoln: will the US prepare for this bicentenary with 

1.  a humankind security initiative, on the analogy of the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) which you launched with other democracies in May 2003 to search vessels suspected of transporting weapons of mass destruction, but now to stop the trafficking of the hundreds of thousands of young women and girls who each year are sold into sexual or domestic slavery, and

2.  an Atlantic Rim partnership, on the Pacific Rim analogy, which will encourage democracy, peace, security and prosperity among the Atlantic nations of Africa, the Caribbean, South and North America, and Europe, who took part in the transatlantic slave trade, until stopped by the Royal Navy, beginning in 1807?

-------

* PD denotes the writer's accreditation  as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly  

The Parity Democrat  (ISSN 1367-6946).  Some questions were asked live, others were handed in or emailed on the spot.

#  Denotes the 6-page paper on women's advancement and democracy prepared before the meeting, and sent with a postscript of questions asked at the meeting.  The above list is extracted from An Eleventh 100 Questions on Democracy, and An Eighth 100 Questions on Women's Advancement.
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 7. 6.07  Heiligendamm G8 summit                Angela Merkel  Federal Chancellor  Germany            PD    G8 2007


One unique feature of the collapse of totalitarianism in east Germany was that it was the only one among 30 postcommunist states where there was no continuity from old to new security services, or a total break from stasi-type spying on individual neighbours to democratic protection of the citizenry as a whole:  will you celebrate this remarkable achievement of the Federal Republic by showing at the G8 summit the German Oscar-winning film: The Lives of Others?

 7. 6.07  Heiligendamm G8 summit (2)            Stephen Harper  Prime Minister  Canada                PD    G8 2007


President Gerald Ford once told me that it was only at his insistence, and almost over his dead body, that Canada was invited in 1976 to become a member of the G7:  today, thirty years later, another great democracy has a similarly legitimate claim, India, with its G8 GDP, and whose one billion people would double the representative character of the G8:  in 2010 Canada will host the G8 summit:  may we expect that 2010 will prove the occasion to invite India to first-class, rather than tourist-class, membership?


In 2010 Canada will also host the Winter Olympics and Paralympics:  already there is a link with the G8 inasmuch as Johann Olav Koss, the champion speed skater at Lillehammer in 1994, donated his 4 gold medals to the children of the developing world, and now heads the www.righttoplay.com foundation in Toronto:  whether or not his fellow Norwegians award the Peace Prize to Johann Olav by 2010, would it not be great to invite back to address the G8 some of the 2010 Vancouver athletes who have survived third world poverty or who otherwise demonstrate the spirit of the cancer athlete Terry Fox, the 50th anniversary of whose birth in Winnipeg we celebrate on 28 July 2008?

 6. 6.07  Heiligendamm G8 summit (2)            Shinzo Abe  Prime Minister  Japan                     PD    G8 2007


Over the past twenty years many non-G8 countries have been invited to attend G8 summits, but so far not a single woman president or prime minister:  there are some four countries which are Japan's Pacific Rim neighbours which have women in such positions, Chile, Korea, New Zealand and Philippines, the last being President Gloria Arroyo of whom you speak so highly in your Cool Earth 50 address of 24 May 2007:  will you begin to make good this G8 democratic deficit by including such outstanding women among the heads of state and government invited by Japan to the G8 summit in Hokkaido in July 2008?


One of Japan's most praiseworthy initiatives in recent years was the institution in 1989 of the Praemium Imperiale awards, five prizes for Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Music, and Film / Theatre, of the standard of the Swedish and Norwegian Nobel Prizes:  initially the new prizes were not particularly women-friendly, though perhaps my letter of 24 July 1996 to Raymond Barre and the other five International Advisors with the names of 246 women artists may have helped in raising the number of women recipients:  2008, when Japan hosts the G8 summit, will mark the 20th Award year, so I would ask whether the Hokkaido meeting will provide an opportunity both for an exhibition of works by award-winning painters, sculptors and architects, and for live performances by recipients of the music and theatre prizes, especially as at least half of the prize-winners to date are citizens of G8 countries?

 5. 6.07  Berlin       Junior 8 Summit panel    Steffen Parth, Salwa Aman, Olga Peshekhonova           PD   G8 2007


Among other subjects, I write on anniversaries which might enhance democracy: for example, today 5 June is the 60th anniversary of one of the most generous actions in human history, the Marshall Plan, which helped bring about the postwar reconstruction of Germany and Western Europe:  when the United Nations was founded, I was 10 years old, and 20 years later, on 16 October 1965, I called together some 40 young scientists, writers and farmers from around the world, to issue a Young World Appeal against Hunger, which a Canadian UN founding father, George Ignatieff, described as the best UN document yet in existence:  may I now suggest that you, 74 13-18-year-olds from 18 countries, consider getting together in ten or twenty years, when one or more of you may have made a personal fortune, to review progress on your 2007 proposals in Heiligendamm?

 3. 6.07  emailed      G8 summit                Angela Merkel  Federal Chancellor  Germany            PD    G8 2007


The G8 summit opens one day following the 60th anniversary of the Marshall Plan, of 5 June 1947, when US Secretary of State George Marshall gave his address in Harvard which led to the European Recovery Act, passed on 31 March 1948, through which the United States contributed some $13 billion for the reconstruction of (western) Europe:  Germany has already acknowledged its debt with the establishment in 1972 of the German Marshall Fund:  will you take the opportunity of this anniversary on the eve of the G8 summit to renew the appreciation of Germany and Western Europe for the help which the United States gave in bringing democracy and prosperity to our continent?
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