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QUESTIONS

21. 5.07  Kazan        EBRD Meeting (3)           Jean Lemierre  President  European Bank         PD   EB2007


On 19-20 May 2008 the EBRD will hold its Annual Meeting in Kyiv, on the theme of Ten Years On, from the 1998 meeting in Ukraine; May 2008 marks another anniversary, the 75th and first major anniversary since the democratic Orange Revolution, of the end of the eight-month famine in 1932-1933, the worst genocidal famine in European and human history when, according to soviet demographic statistics,        some 6 000 000 Ukrainians were starved, or beaten, to death;  genuine democracy, like moral redemption, depends on remembrance, so may I express the hope that the EBRD will encourage in its work the new Ukrainian Memory committee, starting up in Kharkiv, which plans both to honour the dead with simple memorials, and to help the neglected 80- and 90-year-old survivors?


In two weeks, 5 June will mark the 60th anniversary of the address in Harvard by the US Secretary of State, George Marshall, which effectively launched the Marshall plan and the delivery of $13 billion-worth of aid for the recovery of western Europe. Stalin stopped central European countries taking part in the Marshall plan. Happily, however, this tragedy has now been corrected by the European Bank. As the moral, economic and political heir of the Marshall plan, does the Bank plan to celebrate these 60th anniversaries, either this year or on 31 March 2008, the actual passing of the Act for European Recovery?


May I first congratulate you on reversing the practice of the World Bank by holding two, rather than one, out of three Annual Meetings in countries of operation, not least because we may not have a good conference facility in London before the 2012 Olympic Games:  may I therefore ask whether you will soon hold an Annual Meeting in Georgia or elsewhere in the Caucasus, also whether you will consider holding a meeting in Vienna, where the two principal Austrian banks have been the main operators in many EBRD countries and major supporters of the Annual Meetings?

-------

* PD  denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from  A Tenth 100 Questions on Democracy  and  An Eighth 100 Questions on Women's Empowerment asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2006-2007.  Questions were asked live or emailed on the spot.

#  EB 2007 denotes the foregoing 8-page paper  (A-E)  distributed at the meeting.
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21. 5.07  Kazan        EBRD Meeting               Trajko Slaveski  Minister of Finance Macedonia    PD   EB2007


In three years, on 27 August 2010, the world will celebrate the 100th birthday in Skopje, Macedonia, of Mother Teresa of Calcutta who, for her work and love for the dying and poorest of the poor, has already been beatified;  Albania has named Tirana airport after Mother Teresa while, on my January 2007 visit to India, the financial authorities in Mumbai and Kolkata expressed interest in commemorating the centenary with coins, if not banknotes:  on my arrival at this EBRD presentation, I was moved to see your beautiful leaflet illustrating Mother Teresa's statue in Skopje:  for the 100th anniversary itself, could Macedonia invite, say, 100 sister and brother Missionaries of Charity from around the world to visit Skopje in 2010, or offer restorative holidays, in your beautiful country's health resorts, to 100 children, cared for by the Missionaries of Charity, in India, Africa and Latin America?

Note for the file:  Minister Slaveski replied that they were already restoring Mother Teresa's birthplace on the central square of Skopje:  I asked whether this and the surrounding old houses might be declared a Unesco World Heritage site in time for the 2010 centenary

20. 5.07  Kazan        EBRD Meeting               Herbert Stepic  CEO Raiffeisen Bank International   PD   EB2007


You begin the Raiffeisen Bank Aval leaflet stating that the bank "is a recognized socially responsible institution that . . . contributes to the social development of the country through its charity and partnership programs" and then go on to say that, with its more than 1000 outlets in Ukraine, "the Bank is the absolute leader in lending to agricultural and agro processing enterprises":  you may have seen from another question today to Deputy PM Mykola Azarov that September 2007 marks the 75th anniversary of the worst genocidal famine in world history, when 6 000 000 Ukrainians were starved, or beaten, to death: 


there is now a Ukrainian committee, headed by Vasiliy Treteckiy in Kharkiv, the then Ukrainian capital, which is attempting to honour the persons who died, or still survive in their 80s and 90s, between now and the 80th anniversary in 2012, one project being to erect simple but elegant HOLODUVANIE memorials in the villages worst hit by starvation:  would Raiffeisen Bank Aval support this program? 

20. 5.07  Kazan        EBRD Meeting               Mykola Azarov  First Dep Prime Minister  Ukraine    PD   EB2007


In travelling from London to Kazan I routed my journey through Ukraine, visiting the cities of Lviv, Odesa, Sevastopol and Kharkiv, to reacquaint myself with Ukrainian history, culture and distinguished women, from Saint Olha to the poet Lesya Ukrainka, of whom there is a statue in Balaklava:  in three months, September 2007 will mark the 75th anniversary of the worst genocidal famine in European and human history, of eight months from September 1932, when 6 000 000 Ukrainians, including nearly 3 000 000 children, were starved, or beaten, to death:
another genocidal famine is now taking place in Darfur Sudan where, so far, some 300 000 persons have been killed, starved or raped:  will Ukraine, long freed from Stalin's terror quotas, use your 75th anniversary to invite, say, some 100 starving African children, and their mothers, for rehabilitation in a Crimean health resort, and so incidentally demonstrate that famines do not occur in democracies? 
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21. 5.07  Kazan        EBRD Meeting               Predrag Nenezic  Minister of Tourism  Montenegro    PD   EB2007


On 3 June we celebrate the first anniversary of Montenegrin independence:  sovereignty carries responsibilities as well as rights:  after the EBRD meeting in Belgrade in 2005, I visited Montenegro, both to travel on the fantastic railway from your north to Bar and, again, to see the equally remarkable Bay of Kotor:  but I was disappointed  that, on the border with Croatia, I had to drag my case one kilometre uphill, which I understood later, from a memorial plaque in nearby Dubrovnik, may have been because Montenegrins had taken part in the shelling of that Unesco World Heritage city:  since independence, has Montenegro issued an apology and offered compensation for such destruction, so that tourism, the theme of your EBRD presentation, may be offered jointly with Croatia on the Dalmatian coast, which I consider, scenically and architecturally, to be the most beautiful in Europe?

Note for the file:  In reply Minister Nenezic said Montenegro had indeed offered such an apology, so I said it would be good if this was added next to the existing plaque, which the Minister said he would take up with his President

20. 5.07  Kazan        EBRD Meeting               Alison Smale & Women in Govt panel  PD   EB2007


On 18 May, from Samara, I emailed US President Bush and Vice-President Cheney as follows: 

May I renew the suggestion made in my letter of 6 September 2000, sent to you in Austin and downloadable from the Letters page of my website, listing names of 90 able US women bankers, businesswomen and administrators, that you nominate such a person to carry on the good work for women's advancement undertaken by Paul Wolfowitz, and in particular draw your attention, in view of Laura's promotion of reading,  to the excellent qualities of Marjorie Scardino, CEO of Pearson Education?  


Would any member of the panel, or fellow-listeners, like to add to my list and reinforce my arguments? 

19. 5.07  Kazan        EBRD Meeting               Mintimir Shaimiev  President  Tatarstan      PD   EB2007


We have learned much today about the attractions of investing in the Autonomous Republic of Tatarstan, within the Russian Federation:  on my way from London to Kazan I deliberately visited Batchisarai and other cities in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, in Ukraine, where, over the past 5 to 10 years, another Tatar people are returning in their tens of thousands from Uzbekistan, to which Stalin deported the whole Tatar population in May 1944: with Kazan's growing prosperity, is Tatarstan in any way investing in the Crimea, to assist with the reconstruction and development of the Crimean Tatar population?   

18. 5.07  Samara       Russia-EU Summit           Vladimir Putin  President  Russia                   PD


2007 is the 150th anniversary of the death of Mikhail Glinka, the father of Russian music:  in 1972  Beethoven's Ode to Joy was chosen as the anthem of the then western Council of Europe:  will Russia enhance this anniversary by proposing another piece as the theme tune of a broader institution, for example, of the Organization for Cooperation and Security in Europe (OSCE) or the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) meeting 20-21 May in Kazan, if not a piece from Glinka, then from another of your great composers, such as Borodin, Sofia Gubaidulina, Mussorgsky, Prokofiev, Rachmaninoff, Rimsky-Korsakof, Shostakovich, Stravinsky or Tchaikovsky?
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