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QUESTIONS

19.  5.08  Kyiv        EBRD Meeting          Viktor Yushchenko  President  Ukraine  
 
            May I first congratulate you on designating this 75th anniversary year of 2008 as Holodomor Year, so as to honour the victims of the 1932/1933 genocidal famine who are still alive:  in May 2007 I visited the only Holodomor memorial in Kharkiv, till 1936 the soviet capital of Ukraine, a memorial which had been vandalized and is now restored, and met the citizens group, led by Vassiliy Treteckiy, who is trying to have similarly simple memorials erected in the hundreds, if not thousands, of villages where 6 000 000 Ukrainians were starved, or beaten, to death by the soviets, simply for being Ukrainian:  
since 2004 I have raised this tragedy in various European and other forums, both to honour the victims, and to alert public opinion to the similar genocidal famine,      which has so far led to 300 000 deaths, in Darfur:   thus in addition to the national memorial now being planned, may I ask you to help with the village memorials, and perhaps to invite a hundred mothers and children from Darfur for rest and recuperation in the health resorts of your Crimea?
------------------

* PD denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded, monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat (ISSN 1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from An Eleventh 100 Questions on Democracy  and  A Ninth 100 Questions on Women's Advancement  asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2007-08.  Questions were asked live, handed in,  emailed in advance or on the spot.

# EB-08 denotes the 6-page paper  (A-D)  prepared as background for the meeting and, like the ten  previous EBRD papers, is downloadable from www.shequality.org, by clicking on Conference Papers, EBRD.
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19.  5.08  Kyiv   EBRD Meeting    Aleksander Kwasniewski   ex-President  Poland  PD  EB-08 

            In the announcement of your Jacques de Larosiere Lecture, it is said that through your philosophy of facing the future by confronting the past, you have engineered pragmatic solutions to reconcile many communities in the complex societies of Eastern Europe:  last May, in Kharkiv in the Eastern Ukraine, I visited the memorial where some 4000 named Polish officers [out of a total of 30 000] are buried, murdered in 1940 by the KGB:  few of their widows may be alive, but there may be a number of orphans, some in their 70s and 80s, who have fallen on hard times:  Russia has assumed many of the privileges of the Soviet Union, such as a permanent seat on the UN Security Council, and its standing as a nuclear power:  Russia now has a $100 billion Stabilization Fund and a new, non-KGB president:  do you see a pragmatic solution as to how Russia might accept soviet responsibilities, and back up its earlier apology for this war crime, with financial compensation for the survivors of your brave Polish officers?
19.  5.08  Kyiv    EBRD Meeting  (2)   Thomas Mirow  Incoming EBRD President  PD  EB-08 
 
Before putting two questions to the incoming President of the European Bank, may I first congratulate the departing Jean Lemierre on his achievements over the past eight years, in particular for investing in his position as EBRD President a moral and intellectual authority worthy of such predecessors from France, if not going back to Joan of Arc, then of such great Europeans as Albert Thomas, Jean Monnet, Robert Schumann, Jacques Delors and Jacques de Larosiere, a moral and intellectual authority which does Europe proud and makes us proud of being Europeans:
 
           On Turkey's application to become a country of EBRD operations:  in at least the past two years we writers have been taken to see social projects supported by the Bank, three days ago to a Ukrainian orphanage:  2008 marks the centenary of the Christian Blind Mission begun by your compatriot, the German pastor Ernst Christoffel, in 1908 in Malatia Turkey:  if you choose a social project to visit in 2009, which also marks the birth bicentenary of Louis Braille who has helped millions of people to read, then may I hope it will be to a project demonstrating the contribution which blind people, or the partially sighted like the British Prime Minister Gordon Brown, make to modern society and to modern economies?

           2009 is also the centenary of another remarkable German initiative, the foundation in Altena in July 1909 by the schoolteacher Richard Schirrmann of what was to become the worldwide youth hostelling movement:  in 2012 tens or even hundreds of thousands of young people will come to Ukraine and Poland for the European football cup:  among the infrastructure improvements the EBRD is helping make for that occasion, may I ask you to undertake a special effort to help build accommodation for the hostelling movement, which even today is one run essentially by volunteers?
19.  5.08  Kyiv    EBRD Meeting (2)  D Shehu  Dep Minister of Finance  Albania PD  EB-08

             At the British Travel Trade Fairs and on other occasions, Northern Ireland and the Republic present themselves as one destination:  does Albania cooperate similarly with Kosova, and even Macedonia?
              On 27 August 2010 the world will celebrate the centenary of the birth of Mother Teresa, after whom you have named Tirana Airport:  are you using this anniversary as a target date for new developments, such as the new Paul John II train which now connects Krakow airport with 
Krakow central railway station?
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19.  5.08  Kyiv   EBRD Meeting  Namdag Battsereg Vice Min Finance Mongolia PD  EB-08 

In October 1976, when I visited Ulan Bator, I had to fly from Japan to Europe via Khabarovsk, Irkutsk and Moscow:  can I now fly without Russian stopovers, and how soon will Mongolia emulate Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine by abolishing visas?
19.  5.08  Kyiv     EBRD Meeting   Dimitar Kostov  Governor  Bank of Bulgaria PD  EB-08 

In congratulating you on the issue of a 20 lev coin in February 2007 featuring the operatic bass Boris Kristoff, the uncle of my friend Cecilia Gobbi who is now preparing CDs of Boris’s brother-in-law at www.associazionetitogobbi.com, may I ask you, when Bulgaria issues its Euro coins, to include distinguished Bulgarian women, such as Rajna Popgeorgieva, Desislava Sevastokratoritza and Ghena Dimitrova, who have appeared on past Bulgarian notes and coins?
19.  5.08  Kyiv       EBRD Meeting   Ardian Fullani  Governor  Bank of Albania  PD  EB-08 

In 2007, on the tenth anniversary of her death, the Vatican issued a 10 euro coin portraying Mother Teresa:  in 2010, on the centenary of her birth, at least India will issue a Mother Teresa coin:  will Albania, which has already issued a coin portraying the Illyrian Queen Teuta, similarly portray Mother Teresa on a coin or banknote?
18.  5.08  Kyiv     EBRD Meeting    Hryhoriy Nemyria  Vice-Prime Minister  Ukraine  PD  EB-08 

In my work for women’s advancement, I often write about making travel women- and family-friendly, one symbol of which might be airports named after distinguished women, as is already the case with Amman, Colombo, Delhi, Istanbul-2 and Tirana:  will you and Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko name one or more Ukrainian airports after such distinguished women as Kyiv’s founder Princess Lybed, your patron saint Olha, the poet Lesya Ukrainka or the soprano Solomiya Krushelnytska? 
18. 5.08  Kyiv  EBRD Meeting  David McCormick Under Sec Internat Affairs US   PD  EB-08
          There seems to be at last 500 000 persons of Ukrainian origin in the US,    and perhaps as many as 2 000 000:  some of these persons came to the US as a result of the genocidal famine in 1932-1933 when, as verified by US Congressional research, as many as 6 000 000 Ukrainians were starved, or beaten, to death by the soviets;  and now 2008, the 75th anniversary, has been designated Holodomor Year in the Ukraine:  the US was one of the first countries to describe the current famine in Darfur as genocide:  is the US undertaking any special agricultural or other initiative in 2008 which will both honour the Ukrainian victims, and also help ensure that such a tragedy will really happen never again?
18.  5.08  Kyiv     EBRD Meeting    Dmitri Gorshunov  M D  Bunge (foods)  Ukraine PD  EB-08 
            Seventy five years ago  rural life in the Eastern Ukraine was practically wiped out  when 6 000 000 persons were starved, or beaten, to death, not by Russians, but by the soviets:  one lasting legacy of the transatlantic slave trade, which was finally abolished only in 1888 (in Brazil), has been the reluctance of the descendants of plantation slaves to engage in agriculture:  has the attitude to agriculture of the rural population in the Eastern Ukraine yet recovered from the Holodomor, the worst genocidal famine in human history? 
18.  5.08  Kyiv EBRD Meeting  Louise Fresco Professor Agriculture Amsterdam PD EB-08 
              In his BBC lecture on 4  December 2007 Craig Venter, the scientist who, despite peer scepticism, was the first to map the human genome, informed us that nearly all his financial and intellectual resources were now devoted to creating new fuels, if not out of thin air, then from genetically engineered algae etc:  do you share Dr Venter's optimism?
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18.  5.08  Kyiv        EBRD Meeting    Herbert Stepic  CEO Raffeisen Int Bank Austria  PD  EB-08 

               May I first congratulate you on celebrating your 60th birthday by setting up the H.Stepic CEE Charity to help socially disadvantaged women, children and young people in Central and Eastern Europe:  may I hope that other EBRD-associated bankers will emulate your example:  2008 is also the 60th anniversary of the achievement of another distinguished Central European, the staging at Stoke Mandeville hospital in England in July 1948 by the neurologist Ludwig Guttmann of the first proto-Paralympics for disabled war veterans:  so again may I hope that one or more of the children you care for  may turn out to be successful athletes, perhaps even competing in the Olympics or Paralympics held in London in 2012?
18.  5.08  Kyiv  EBRD Meeting Vladimir Lavrenchuk  CEO Raiff Laval Bank Ukraine PD  EB-08 
 
             This year is the 75th anniversary of the Holodomor, the genocidal famine in 1932-1933 in which 6 000 000 persons were starved or beaten to death in the Eastern Ukraine:  there are several NGOs, like that led by Vasiliy Treteckiy in Kharkiv, who are trying to have simple memorials erected in the hundreds of villages devastated by the famine:  Raiffeisen has 1186 branches spread throughout Ukraine, with 4.3 million customers:  given your noted social orientation, could Raiffeisen Aval help with the setting up of these simple memorials? 
17.  5.08  Kyiv        EBRD Meeting    Andrey  Kurkov  Author  Kyiv                     PD  EB-08 

May I congratulate you on the editing and launch of Histories of hope in the first person, some of whose fifteen essays I have already read, including that on Kyrgyzstan, which is quite illuminating:  however they cover only half of the EBRD’s thirty countries of operation, so may I hope that by the European Bank’s 20th anniversary in 2011 there will be another such book, with more than three of the sixteen contributors being women essayists?
17.  5.08  Kyiv        EBRD Meeting    Oksana S   Dep Head  Pres Secretariat  Ukraine PD  EB-08 
             Given EBRD's role in financing infrastructure preparation for Euro 2012, will your football shirts carry the EBRD logo which, among other objectives, would highlight Ukraine's integration into modern democratic Europe?

17.  5.08  Kyiv  EBRD Meeting     Hryhoriy Surkis  Chair Football Assn  Ukraine  PD  EB-08 
 
            Among the projects being presented at this Ukraine Investment Forum are the football stadiums which will host the European cup in 2012:  that year is also the 70th anniversary of the Ukrainian team Start, made up of former Dynamo players but now half-starved, winning against all the better-fed teams which the nazis could field against them, only for the footballers to be clubbed to death on 14 February 1943:  in Budapest there is a stadium named after the legendary footballer Ferenc Puskas, while in Ireland  Belfast City Airport has been named after the footballer George Best, whose portrait also appears on a five pound note issued in 2006 by the Ulster Bank:  will any of the new Ukrainian stadiums be named after your genuine football 
heroes, led by Nikolai Trusevich in 1942?
13.  5.08  Kyiv  EBRD Meeting     Jean Lemierre  President  European Bank    PD  EB-08 

         After the Nato summit in Bucharest in early April, I visited Ploesti and the Petrol Museum, where I pleased to see that the new CEO of Petrom was Mariana Gheorghe, a former EBRD staff member:   do you have a list of such able women who, during your eight years as EBRD President, have graduated to similar responsibilities?
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