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QUESTIONS
2. 9.08  La Rochelle     EU Transport    Antonio Tajani  EC Transport Commissioner       PD  EU36

In work to make travel and transport more women- and family-friendly, I have drawn attention to the opportunity of naming trains and airports after distinguished women of history (lists handed in):  in France there is an airport named after an Italian woman, Saint Catherine of Genoa, in Calvi Corsica, but no airport named after a French national, such as Jacqueline Auriol, the first woman to pilot Concorde, while in Italy there is only one train so named, that between Naples and Venice, after the journalist Matilde Serao:   8 March 2010 will be celebrated round the world as 100th International Women's Day:  could you by then persuade all 27 members of the European Union to name at least one airport and one train after a woman of history, perhaps beginning in Sardinia, the host island of the Group of Eight summit in July 2009, where an airport might be named after Grazia Deledda, the Nobel prize-winning novelist?
2. 9.08  La Rochelle     EU Transport  Ruth Kelly  Secretary of  State  Transport  UK                 PD  EU36

In two years, on 13 August 2010, we will celebrate the centenary of the birth of Florence Nightingale, whose family home, in Middle Claydon Buckinghamshire, is only 25 miles west from Luton:  in the UK recently, several airports have been named after men, after Robin Hood, John Lennon and the footballer George Best:  could not Luton or another airport be named after Florence Nightingale, the pioneer of world nursing and health statistics, and a worker far from home in Scutari ? 
Again to make travel safer and more enjoyable for women and girls, I have drawn attention to the case for holding meetings of women transport and tourism ministers, somewhat as there have been meetings of women ministers of foreign affairs and environment:  could you call such a transport meeting within the framework of the World Travel Market in London in November 2008 or 2009?
-------

PD  denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from  "A Twelfth 100 Questions on Democracy"  and  "A Ninth 100 Questions on Women's Advancement"  asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2008. 
#  EU36 denotes the foregoing 6-page paper  (A-C)  distributed as background at the meeting, and downloadable from www.shequality.org 
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2. 9.08  La Rochelle  EU Transport  Dominique Bussereau Secrétaire d'Etat Ecologie  France  PD  EU36
Hier soir, j'étais vraiment impressionne par le système Mobilité urbaine rochelaise:  nous sommes montes dans une voiture libre électrique, sans que celle-ci ait assez de charge:  tout de suite nous avons change la voiture et sommes parti, disons, vers Londres:  dans les pays anglosaxophones la mobilité a souvent un autre sens, le déplacement des personnes handicapées:  le 4 janvier 2009 est le bicentenaire du naissance de Louis Braille:  est ce que la France et l'Europe profiteraient de cette anniversaire pour faciliter encore la mobilité des aveugles et autres personnes handicapées?

2. 9.08  La Rochelle     EU Transport  Patrycja Wolinska  Under Sec European Affairs Poland  PD  EU36
In work to make travel more women- and family-friendly, I have yet to find a Polish train or airport named after a distinguished woman of history, such as are named for other countries on the two lists now presented to you:  2008 marks the 100th anniversary of the birth of the painter Maria Jarema and the 150th of the soprano Marcella Sembrich, while in 2009 we commemorate the 50th anniversary of the death of the harpsichordist Wanda Landowska and the 100th of the actress Helena Modrzejewska:  by the time of the 2012 Euro Football Championship in Poland and Ukraine, will there be airports and trains named after famous women  bringing the hundreds of thousands of female (and male) visitors to your country?
2. 9.08  La Rochelle     EU Transport  Ales Rebicek  Minister of Transport  Czech Rep     PD  EU36
As regards its currency, the Czech Republic has shown itself one of the most enlightened democracies of Europe, with 3 of your 7 notes portraying distinguished women of history, Saint Agnes of Prague, the novelist Bozema Nemcova, and the soprano Ema Destinova:  when I visit your country again in 2009, in the first six months of which you hold the EU presidency, and in continuation of work to make travel more women- and family-friendly, will I find trains and airports named after other distinguished women, for example after the poet Marie Pujmanova, the 50th anniversary of whose death we commemorate in 2008, or the novelist Gabriela Preissova, the 150th anniversary of whose birth we celebrate in 2012?
2. 9.08  La Rochelle  EU Transport  Asa Torstensson  Minister of Communications  Sweden  PD  EU36
On 10 July 2004, at the EU Transport Meeting in Amsterdam, I asked Ulrica Messing, then Minister of Communications,  whether a Swedish airport would be named for the recently murdered foreign minister Anna Lindh (whom I had often met at EU meetings), as was done for Indira Gandhi, in a longterm effort to make travel more women- and family-friendly:  meanwhile 20 November 2008 marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of the Nobel literature laureate Selma Lagerlof, whose young flying hero Nils Holgersson is featured on the 20 kronor banknote:  might you have more success in naming an airport for Selma?
2. 9.08  La Rochelle     EU Transport     Patrick Kron  Chair & CEO  Alstom                                     PD  EU36

 
In work to make transport more women- and family-friendly, I have yet to find an Alstom TGV or similar highspeed train named after a famous woman of history in any of the six countries where your trains operate:  are there any such trains, and would you suggest to your clients that they give such names in future?
2. 9.08  La Rochelle  EU Transport  Marie Bonnet  Head  European Affairs Ecology  France  PD  EU36

On the proposed new Motorways of the Seas, during World War II there was a major route of Allied convoys to Murmansk:  will the new European Motorways include routes to the North and Arctic Seas? 
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TRAINS  named after DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of  HISTORY

Public Transport (UITP) Exhibition    Earls Court  London    21-24 May 2001    updated 29 May 2003

41 individuals   7 countries       @ Raymond Lloyd


For twenty years,  in fulltime voluntary work for democracy and women's advancement,  the writer has compiled yearly lists of centenaries  of distinguished women of history,  some 5200 between 1981 and 2050.  The lists have been sent to politicians and writers  as target dates for furthering women's advancement  and for drawing attention to past achievers  as role models for the aspiring young.   I have similarly sent the lists to central banks, mints and post offices  to have the anniversaries celebrated on notes, coins and stamps;  and to vintners and plant-breeders,  for naming of wines and roses.  I have also made proposals for naming streets and planes after distinguished women  so as to make cities and transport  more women- and family-friendly.  Here I name some 40 trains already named after women of history.

Country     Woman of Distinction   Activity                           Lived              Train Route

Austria     Ingeborg Bachmann      poet  playwright  novelist         1926-1973          Vienna-Villach 

            Elisabeth  (Sissi)     empress  queen of Hungary          1837-10.9.1898     Salzburg-Zurich

            Romy Schneider         actress                            1938-82            Vienna-Bruck

            Bertha von Suttner     author  peace worker               1843-1914          Vienna-Salzburg

            Maria Theresa          stateswoman                        1717-80            Vienna-Zurich

Denmark     Karen Blixen           novelist                      17.4.1885-7.9.1962      Copenhagen-Hamburg

Finland

France 

Germany     Hannah Arendt          political philosopher        14.10.1906-75            Hamburg-Stuttgart

            Bettina von Arnim      writer                             1785-1859          Berlin-Frankfurt

            Cilly Aussem           tennis player                  4.1.1909-63            Cologne-Brussels

            Agnes Bernauer         romantic martyr                    1410-12.10.1434    Hamburg-Munich   

            Hildegard of Bingen    abbess  scholar  composer          1098-1178          Berlin-Frankfurt

            Carola-Wilhelmina      British queen consort              1683-1737          Mannheim-Berlin  

            Marieluise Fleisser    Ingolstadt writer            23.11.1901- 2.2.1974     Hamburg-Munich   

            Roswitha v Gandersheim poet  playwright                   c932-1002          Hamburg-Stuttgart

            Therese Giehse         actress                            1898-1975          Berlin-Munich 

            Henriette Herz         letter-writer                  8.9.1764-22.10.1847    Braunschweig-Berlin

            Hannah Hoech           artist  photomontage inventor      1889-1971          Berlin-Munich 

            Ricarda Huch           novelist  historian                1864-1947          Mannheim-Stuttgart

            Marie Luise Kaschnitz  poet  novelist                     1901-74            Hamburg-Freiburg

            Annette Kolb           poet                           2.2.1875-19??          Munich-Dortmund

            Käthe Kollwitz         graphic artist  sculptor           1867-22.4.1945     Hamburg-Dresden    

            Elisabeth Langgaesser  novelist  poet               23. 2.1899-25.7.1950     Frankfurt-Berlin

            Elsa Lasker-Schuler    writer                             1869-22.1.1945     Cologne-Berlin

            Maria Sibylla Merian   painter  naturalist            2.4.1647-1717          Hamburg-Stuttgart

            Malwida v Meysenberg   women's rights advocate      28.10.1816-26.4.1903     Mannheim-Berlin  

            Paula Modersohn-Becker painter                        8.2.1876-20.11.1907    Bremerhaven-Hannover

            Maria Montessori       psychologist  educator             1870-1952          Dresden-Frankfurt

            Caroline Neuber        actor-manager                  9.3.1697-1760          Hamburg-Erfurt

            Luise Otto-Peters      writer  feminist                   1819-95            Berlin-Leipzig  

            Alice Salomon          educator  feminist                 1872-30.8.1948     Bonn-Berlin

            Sophie Scholl          resistance hero                    1921-43            Hamburg-Berlin-Munich 

            Sophie Schroeder       actress                       23.2.1781-25.3.1868     Hamburg-Munich

            Clara Schumann         pianist  composer             13.9.1819-20.5.1896     Hamburg-Dresden

            Anna Seghers           novelist  socialist          19.11.1900-83            Berlin-Hannover

            Helene Weigel          actress manager                    1900-72            Hamburg-Berlin    

            Clara Zetkin           feminist  socialist  writer        1857-1933          Hamburg-Berlin    

Hungary

Italy       Matilde Serao          novelist  journalist  feminist     1856-1927          Naples-Venice

Netherlands

Poland 

Russia 

Spain       Rosalia de Castro      poet  novelist                     1837-85            Vigo-Barcelona

Sweden      Karin Boye             poet  novelist               12.10.1900-1941          Goteborg tram 

Switzerland Angelika Kauffmann     painter                            1741-1807          Zurich-Bregenz

            Johanna Spyri          children's writer             12.6.1829-7.7.1901      Zurich-Frankfurt
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