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27. 5.08  Ljubljana   EU Agriculture          Michel Barnier  Minister of Agriculture  France  PD  EU  
Quelques deux tiers de la population agricole dans le monde en voie de développement sont des femmes:  en 2007 la France a nomme la première femme ministre des finances parmi les pays du Groupe de Sept:  en février 2009 le suédois finira son deuxième et dernier mandat comme président du Fonds International de Développement Agricole  (FIDA):  la France pourrait-elle nommer a la tète du FIDA une femme aussi capable que Christine Lagarde, ou Cécile Bonnefond, PDG de la société Veuve Clicquot?

26. 5.08  Maribor     EU Agriculture          Wine Masters of  Slovenia   Maribor            PD  EU  


In work to highlight the role of women in food and agriculture, I have drawn up a list of some 120 wines named after distinguished women of history and women vintners and family members (list handed in):  but so far there is no wine named after a wine queen:  as guardians of the oldest vine in the world, the 440-year-old growing outside the town hall in Maribor, will you create another record by naming a wine after Svetlana Siric, Slovenian Wine Queen for 2008?
--------------

* PD  denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN 1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from An Eleventh 100 Questions on Democracy  and  A Ninth 100 Questions on Women's Advancement  asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2007-08.  Questions were asked live, handed in,  emailed in advance or on the spot.
#  EU-35 denotes the foregoing 10-page paper  (A-D)  distributed as background at the meeting, and downloadable from www.shequality.org, by clicking on Conference Papers, European Council.
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26. 5.08  Maribor   EU Agriculture      Eva Kjer Hansen  Minister of Food  Denmark   PD  EU-35
Some two thirds of the farmers in the developing world are women:  recently the World Food Programme has had two excellent American women Executive Directors who have shown notable empathy for their sisters, Catherine Bertini in extending the school feeding program to bring in more girls, and Josette Sheeran who has just set up coupon and other schemes to ensure that, in a world of soaring food prices, it will no longer be a case of women and children last:  in late 2006 a capable woman was for the first time in sixty years put forward as a potential UN Secretary General, the President of Latvia:  
the current Director General of FAO, despite more than 14 years in his post, may soon feel himself obliged to resign, if his third summit in June results in a third failure, and if he continues to block another OIC candidate from resuming the leadership of IFAD in February 2009:  over the past ten years there have been many excellent women ministers of agriculture, in Europe and elsewhere, some of them at this meeting: will the European Union get behind such an excellent person as the next FAO Director-General, so as better to respond to the needs and challenges of the two-thirds farmers in the developing world who are women and girls?
26. 5.08  Maribor     EU Agriculture          Franc Kangler  Mayor  Maribor  Slovenia   PD  EU-35  

In thanking you for your wonderful welcome to Maribor, may I express surprise that to reach here I had to cross a bridge still named for Tito:  according to the British writer William Shawcross (son of the Nuremburg prosecutor Hartley Shawcross), Tito held more political prisoners per head of Yugoslav population than even the Soviet Union:  9 June 2008 is the 500th anniversary of the birth of Primoz Trubor, the Protestant pastor portrayed on your one euro coin, whose translation of the Bible did so much to consolidate the Slovene language:  could not the bridge be rededicated to this great Slovene, in tribute also to the Protestant minority who live north of the bridge?

25 5.08  Maribor  EU Agriculture  Iztok Jarc  Minister  Agriculture & Food  Slovenia PD EU-35


Soaring world food prices may make it inevitable that we explore again cheaper, genetically modified foods:  much of the opposition to GMOs stems from anti-globalization or, now that communism has failed as an alternative to pluralist democracy, from anti-Americanism:  the new democracies of central Europe are more appreciative than the traditional democracies of the US role in bringing about freedom and the rule of law:  is Slovenia in any way leading central and eastern Europe in adopting a more open-minded attitude to GMOs?

25 5.08  Maribor   EU Agriculture  Mariann Fischer-Boel  EU Agri-Commissioner    PD EU-35
 
           On 30 June London will hold a conference on the theme Can London Feed Itself?  (conference agenda handed in), in which presentations will be made on modern urban agriculture, and such topics as edible roof gardens and the use of the Green Belt:  it is possible that this idea had its origin in Copenhagen or even Odense (place of Commissioner’s farm):  in any case are you encouraging other European capitals and major cities to emulate London’s initiative?
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