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                   QUESTIONS on DEMOCRACY & WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT

BIT tourism exchange    Milan   18-21 February 2010

All questions in Italian   @ Raymond Lloyd

Date         Place    Occasion                              Person Addressed, Office & Country                       *PD  
20.2.10  Milan   BIT Ecotourism Panel    Pernille Wantzin  Director VisitDenmark          PD

A century ago, on 27 August 1910, a meeting in Copenhagen decided to create an International Women's Day, and in three weeks, on 8 March 2010, we will celebrate the 100th Women's Day:  nearly half a century ago, in 1962, it was a woman writer, Rachel Carson, in her book Silent Spring, who began the modern global movement for the protection of the environment, an achievement to which I drew attention in my paper (see my website) for the Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen in December 2009:  what plans do Denmark and Italy, both with women environment ministers, have for highlighting the role of women in eco-tourism in this centenary year?

19.2.10  Milan   BIT Tourism Exchange    Luigi Alfieri  President  NEOS travel writers       PD
There are 260 states and territories in this world, and I have travelled to 221 of the 260 (listed on my website), working for inclusive democracy and women's empowerment, so it is a great pleasure to witness the NEOS 2010 award to the desert explorer Carla Perrotti:  in July 2004 the National Portrait Gallery in London mounted an exhibition of three centuries of  British women explorers and travellers:  will NEOS promote a similar exhibition of Italian women explorers?    No woman may have accompanied Marco Polo, but it is only by the fortuitous safekeeping of her letters that we know that Sister Maria Celeste was at least as bright as her father Galileo who explored the heavens:  in any case will you underline the example of Carla Perrotti that women are not only the victims but also the heroines of travel?

           And to the question asking for a definition of courage, I have two, gained from experience in standing up to public evil, that courage is 1% exhilaration and 99% palpitations; and that courage, which is cognate with il cuore, the heart, derives from the discipline of encouraging others.
-------

* PD denotes  the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   
The questions are extracted from A 14th 100 Questions on Democracy and  A Tenth 100 Questions on Women's Advancement asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2009-2010. 
 

19.2.10  Milan   BIT Tourism Exchange  Giovanni Follador  Pres UNPLI Pro Loco  Veneto   PD

In congratulating you on your 70 000 volunteers who welcome visitors to the Veneto Region, I might mention that I started work as an International Red Cross volunteer helping resettle the 200 000 Hungarians who sought refuge in Austria in 1956, and that for the last 30 years I have worked voluntarily fulltime for inclusive democracy and women's empowerment:  such work has included recognising the contribution of women to agriculture, and one way of doing this is having wines named after famous women, wine-makers and their families (200 such wines listed on my website):  could you not name some of your wonderful sparkling Prosecco wines after the Woman Volunteer of the Year and, while awaiting that, name wines for distinguished Italian women, such as Caterina Cornaro, who lived in neighbouring Asolo, and whose 500th anniversary we celebrate on 10 July 2010?
19.2.10  Milan   BIT Tourism Exchange  Massimo Soppani  Gen Manager  Verona Airport ‏ PD
In my writings to make travel safer and more enjoyable for women and girls, I have promoted the naming of airports after distinguished women (list on my website), one of them named for Catherine of Genoa, the carer of the sick whose 500th anniversary we commemorate on 15 September 2010:  while you may not be able to rename the Valerio Catullo airport of Verona, can you name the new terminal after Giulietta, the star-crossed lover to honour whom so many visit Verona?
18.2.10  Milan   BIT Tourism Exchange   Letizia Moratti  Mayor of Milan             PD


(handed in to Mayor’s office)  In three weeks, 7 March 2010 marks the birth centenary, as listed on page 2 of the attachment, of the Milan-born artist Pietro Annigoni, who painted a much reproduced portrait of Queen Elizabeth II, and who also painted Rector Eric Barber of Exeter College Oxford, where I studied:  what plan do you have to celebrate the centenary of this Milanese painter?
 
           The following day, 8 March 2010, is 100th International Women's Day:  do you and BIT, Milan's International Tourism Fair, have any plans to convene a meeting of the 60 or more women ministers of transport and tourism, including Italian Minister Michela Vittoria Brambilla (a recent list on my website), with a view to making travel safer and more enjoyable for women and girls, somewhat, say, as Mercedes Bresso, President of Piedmont, has done with the 134-page booklets, in Italian and English versions, Women Welcome to Piemonte?
 
           In 1893, the World Columbian Expo in Chicago, held for the 400th anniversary of the Italian Christopher Columbus’ voyages to America, had a Women's Pavilion designed by a woman architect Sophia Hayden,  and showed many women’s sculptures and paintings, including a mural by Mary Cassatt:  for Milan's World Expo, 1 May to 31 October 2015, will there be a similar Women's Pavilion, created by Italian architects such as Gae Aulenti, and the Japanese woman architect Kazuyo Sejima who will curate the 12th Architecture Biennale in Venice from 26 August to 21 November 2010?

 
(emailed later)  on 15 December 2009, at the Copenhagen  Climate Conference, I put to  Angel Gurria Secretary General of OECD the following question:
At past Washington annual meetings of the US Conference of Mayors I have been impressed by Mayors for Peace, founded in 1982 by the Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and now with a membership of some 3400 mayors in 130 countries, dedicated to bringing about a world free from nuclear weapons by 2020:  would you encourage the formation of an analogous Mayors for a Healthy Climate, which fifty years ago might have been led by the Mayor of London and ten years ago by the Mayor of Athens, but which today might be set in motion by the Mayor of Mexico City, and might also set targets for 2020?

After six days in Milan, when my nostrils were blackened by smog, and I read of your efforts to have car-free days in the Po Valley, will you lead the formation of European Mayors for a Healthy Climate, to welcome us to a clean as well as an attractive city at the latest in time for the 2015 Milan World Expo?
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