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                                                     Introduction


In this eleventh issue of Parity Democrat, in the following pages, I Highlight the advance, December 1997 dates from my four anniversary lists, namely 8 dates from "Women's Empowerment in the 1990s",  5  from "Democracy in the 1990s", 7  from  "Centenaries of 2500 Distinguished Women of History", and 79  from "Birthdays of 1000 Distinguished Living Women".  


My banknote of the month  is the 500 Schillings of Austria, issued on 20 October.  It portrays Rosa Mayreder, 30.11.1858-19.1.1938, the women's rights leader, painter, and librettist of the great songwriter Hugo Wolf's only completed opera, Der Corregidor (Magistrate).  


Also illustrated here is the note reverse, the first in the world to show a suffrage meeting:


On the last page is the paper  I prepared  for the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting  held in Edinburgh from 23 to 27 October 1997.  The Commonwealth summit is the only one I know where heads of government are invited to meet correspondents, and as such  I was able to have short but substantive conversations with Presidents or Prime Ministers of Australia, Bangladesh, Barbados, Britain, Canada, Kiribati, South Africa and Sri Lanka.  Three of them are named in my bimonthly List38 of  "Women Heads of State and Government Ministers throughout the World", with 983 names in September 1997.   I presented the lists to the three women heads concerned:  it is now enclosed as a supplement, at the price of $160 or £100, to this month's "Parity Democrat". 
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ANNIVERSARIES of WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT:  December 1997

extract from the writer's  "500 Women's Anniversaries for the 1990s"

Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary                                       

Mon  1 Dec  Bogota            Colombia              40  Votes for Women                           

Wed 10 Dec  Guatemala         International          5  Award of Nobel Peace Prize to Rigoberta Menchu          

Fri 12 Dec  Florida/Georgia   U S A                100  Lillian Smith  civil rights novelist  1897-1966 born

Sun 14 Dec  Maine/Washington  U S A                100  Margaret Chase Smith  Republican senator  1897-1995  born    

Wed 17 Dec  Vienna            Austria              150  Marie Louise  empress  stateswoman  1791-1847  died

Wed 17 Dec  Monte Carlo       Monaco                25  Votes for Women                           

Sat 27 Dec  Quito Ecuador     South America        200  Manuela Saenz  encourager of Simon Bolivar  1797-1846  born

Occasions for Remembrance

Fri 12 Dec  Nanjing  China    Japan                 60  Month-long Rape of Nanjing, of 20 000 women and girls

ANNIVERSARIES of DEMOCRACY:  December 1997

extract from the writer's  "600 Anniversaries for the 1990s Decade of Democracy"

Sat  6 Dec  Helsinki          Finland               80  Proclamation of Republic in 1914              

Mon 15 Dec  Nairobi           United Nations        25  Establishment of UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in 1972

Tue 16 Dec  Prague            Czech Republic         5  Constitution

Wed 17 Dec  DC/Mexico/Ottawa  US/Mexico/Canada       5  North American Free Trade Agreement

Tue 23 Dec  London            Britain               75  BBC begins daily news broadcasts in 1922

50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY:  December 1997

extract from the writer's  "2500 Women's Anniversaries 1981-2005"

Country        Woman of distinction          Main Activity                       Lived         Anniversary  Reference#

                                                                                                            (portrait*)   

Canada         Emma Albani                   soprano                       1.12.1847-1930       150.birth   DO*           

Hungary        Maria Nemeth                  soprano                      28.12.1897-1967       100.birth   DO           

Norway         Agathe Backer Grondahl        composer  pianist             1.12.1847-1907       150.birth   DWC JU            

United Kingdom Eleonora Mary Carus-Wilson    economic historian           27.12.1897-1977       100.birth   WW

               Hermione Gingold              actress                       9.12.1897-1987       100.birth   WW

               Anna Seward                   poet                         12.12.1747-1809       250.birth   EB

United States  Helen Woolley                 child psychologist                 1874-24.12.1947  50.death   CW NAW        

BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN:  December 1997

extract from the writer's  "1000 Birthdays for the 1990s"

* Persons portrayed on UN medals struck in the 1970s  at the initiative of the writer

DoB  Age in 1997    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position     Reference   

 1 Dec 1910   87    Alicia Markova              Britain         Ballerina                                      EB DO WWW

 1 Dec 1933   64    Violette Verdy              France          Ballerina  director                            EB     

 2 Dec 1909   88    Marion Doenhoff             Germany         Journalist                                     IWW         

 2 Dec 1935   62    Dhorka Dhamo                Albania         Art historian                                  WWW 

 3 Dec 1914   83    Tanya Moiseiwitsch          Britain         Theatre designer                               WW

 3 Dec 1920   77    Muriel Wilson               N Ireland       Equal opportunities leader                     WW

 4 Dec 1927   70    Gae Aulenti                 Italy           Architect                                      JU      

 5 Dec 1902   95    Mary Guillan Smieton        Britain         Civil servant                                  WW  

 5 Dec 1909   88    Maria Luisa Escobar         Venezuela       Composer                                       IWW         

 5 Dec 1917   80   *Jacqueline Auriol           France          Aviator; promoter of remote sensing            JU      

 5 Dec 1921   76    Eeva Liisa Manner           Finland         Poet                                           EB 

 5 Dec 1948   49    Cheryl Kernot               Australia       Senator;  Leader  Australian Democrats         EB95    

----

#CW  Celebrate Women  Birthday calendar of 1500 US women  1985/93  Margaret Zierdt 701 Roxboro Rd Rockville MD 20850

NAW  Notable American Women 1607-1950  3 vols  Edward T James  Harvard Belknap paperback 1971

AWA  American Women Artists  Charlotte Rubinstein  ISBN 0-380-61101-5   Avon Boston pbk  1982 

 DA  Dictionary of Art  ISBN 1-884446-00-0   34 vols  ed Jane Turner  Macmillan  London  1996

 DO  Dictionary of Opera  ISBN 0-356-09700-5  Charles Osborne  McDonald  London  1983

 EB  Encyclopaedia Britannica 1994 edition, or earlier Annual or Book of the Year (for events of previous year)

HEB  Hutchison Encyclopaedia of Biography  ISBN 1-85986-157-1  ed Christine Nicholls  Helicon Oxford  1st edition 1996

 JU  Macmillan Dictionary of [1750] Women's Biography  ISBN 0-333-45303-4  Jennifer Uglow  Macmillan  2nd edition 1989

IWW  International Who's Who 1990-91  Europa Publications  London  54th edition

WWW  International Who's Who of [5000] Women  ISBN 0-946653-85-2  Europa Publications  London  1st edition  Sept 1992         

WWP  Who's Who of (1500) Women in World Politics  ISBN 0-86291-627-5  Bowker-Saur  London  1st edition  1991 

 WW  Who's Who 1897-1996 (includes 5600 women) ISBN 0-71-364519-9  A & C Black / Oxford Univ Press CD-Rom  Sept 1996         

 WL  Bloomsbury Guide to [4000] Women's Literature   ISBN 0 7475 0895 X  ed Claire Buck  Bloomsbury London  1992
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DoB  Age in 1997    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata#   

 6 Dec 1904   93    Eve Curie                   France          Writer  journalist                             WW  

 6 Dec 1927   70    Patsy Mink                  U S A           First Japanese-American Congresswoman 1965-77  CW WWW

 7 Dec 1902   95    Rosina Henrison             Mauritius       Worker in Central Africa                       WW  

 7 Dec 1945   52    Graciela Agudela            Mexico          Composer                                       DWC 

 7 Dec 1936   61    Martha Layne Collins        U S A           Teacher; Governor of Kentucky 1983-87          WWW         

 7 Dec 1948   49    Yoko Morishita              Japan           Ballerina                                      EB86    

 8 Dec 1948   49    Pauline Green               Britain         Leader  Socialist Group  European Parlt 1994-  WWP   

 9 Dec 1905   92    Janet Adam-Smith            Britain         Author  journalist                             WW  

 9 Dec 1915   82    Elisabeth Schwarzkopf       Germany         Soprano  music teacher                         EB JU      

 9 Dec 1934   63    Judi Dench                  Britain         Actress                                        HEB WW

 9 Dec 1944   53    Vasso Papandreou            Greece          Euro-Commissioner  1989-92                     IWW         

 9 Dec 1947   50    Sonia Gandhi                India / Italy   Community service leader                       EB96         

10 Dec 1907   90    Rumer Godden                Britain         Novelist  children's writer                    WWW

10 Dec 1921   76    Christine Brueckner         Germany         Novelist                                       WWW      

11 Dec 1944   53    Brenda Lee                  U S A           Singer                                         

12 Dec 1928   69    Helen Frankenthaler         U S A           Abstract expressionist painter                 EB JU  

12 Dec 1929   68    Toshiko Akiyoshi            Japan           Composer  pianist  band leader                 DWC 

13 Dec 1950   47    Ruth Richardson             New Zealand     Minister of Finance 1990-93                    WW  

14 Dec 1915   82    Ruth Railton                Britain         Founder  National Youth Orchestra              

14 Dec 1935   62    Lee Remick                  U S A           Actress

15 Dec 1925   72    Una Kroll                   Britain         Doctor  deaconess  feminist                    WWW    

15 Dec 1932   65    Edna O'Brien                Ireland         Novelist                                       EB

15 Dec 1934   63    Raina Kabai(vanska)         Bulgaria        Soprano                                        DO       

15 Dec 1958   39    Solomea Pavlychko           Ukraine         Writer  feminist                               WWW  

16 Dec 1939   58    Liv Ullmann                 Norway          Actress; Unicef Goodwill Ambassador  1980-     EB86 JU

16 Dec 1955   42    Carol Browner               U S A           Director  Environmental Protection Agency      

17 Dec 1900   97    Mary Lucy Cartwright        Britain         Mathematician                                  IWW      

17 Dec 1982   15    LeAnn Shannon               U S A           Paralympic wheelchair sprint champion          

18 Dec 1941   56    Margaret Shields            New Zealand     Dir  UN Training Institute for Women (INSTRAW) WWP WWW     

19 Dec 1916   81   *Angela Christian            Ghana           Cultural ambassador for West Africa            

19 Dec 1922   75    Catherine Hall              Britain         Nursing leader                                 WW  

20 Dec 1936   61    Sonia Picado                Costa Rica      Vice-Pres  Inter-American Court Human Rights   WWW

20 Dec 1942   55    Friederike Mayroecker       Austria         Poet  writer                                   WL WWW

20 Dec 1956   41    Mitsuko Uchida              Japan           Pianist                                        WWW

20 Dec 1949   48    Ovilu Tunnillie             Canada          Inuit sculptor  Cape Dorset                    

20 Dec 1956   41    Gita Zutschi                India           Athlete                                        WWW   

21 Dec 1921   76    Alicia Alonso               Cuba            Ballerina                                      

21 Dec 1936   61    Barbara Roberts             U S A           Governor of Oregon  1990-                      WWW         

21 Dec 1937   60    Jane Fonda                  U S A           Actress  political activist                    EB 

21 Dec 1954   43    Chris Evert                 U S A           Tennis player                                  EB     

22 Dec 1935   62    Malini Yasmine Gooneratne   Sri Lanka       Poet                                           WWW  

22 Dec 1938   59    Edwina Sandys               Britain         Sculptor  feminist                                         

22 Dec 1939   58    Liliane Lijn                U S A           Painter  artist                                WWW           

23 Dec 1943   54    Silvia                      Sweden          Queen consort  children's champion             EB            

23 Dec 1959   38    Judy Leden                  Britain         Hang-glider; world champion 1987, 1991         WWW    

24 Dec 1927   70    Thea Porter                 Britain         Fashion designer                               WW  

25 Dec 1911   86    Louise Bourgeois            U S A           Sculptor                                       DA AWA

26 Dec 1914   83    Sushila Nayar               India           Doctor  independence heroine                   JU      

26 Dec 1939   58    Lynn Martin                 U S A           Teacher;  Secretary of Labor  1991-93          WWW         

26 Dec 1942   55    Georgina Ashworth           Britain         Founder-editor  Change Reports on Women        

27 Dec 1903   94    Mary Tyrwhitt               Britain         Women's army leader                            WW  

27 Dec 1927   70    Anne Armstrong              U S A           Ambassador to Britain  1976-77                 EB77 JU

27 Dec 1934   63    Larisa Latywina             Ukraine         Gymnast                                        EB     

27 Dec 1938   59    Gabriela Komleva            Russia          Ballerina                                      WWW  

28 Dec 1934   63    Maggie Smith                Britain         Actress                                        EB      

28 Dec 1943   54    Joan Ruddock                Britain         Anti-nuclear campaigner; Chair  CND 1981-85    WWW

29 Dec 1935   62    Rosalind Preston            Britain         Jewish women's leader                          WW

30 Dec 1923   74    Sara Lidman                 Sweden          Novelist                                       EB

30 Dec 1930   67    Minita Gordon               Belize          Teacher;  Governor General  1981-93            WWW         

31 Dec 1926   71    Valerie Louise Pearl        Britain         Historian; Pres New Hall Cambridge University  WWW    

31 Dec 1926   31    Gong Li                     China           Actress                                        EB95

Persons in earlier birthday lists who have since died and some of whose names may now be found in the author's

"2500 Distinguished Women of History:   50- and 100-year Anniversaries  1981-2005"

 2 Dec 1893-1992   *Cicely Williams             Britain         Nutritionist  discoverer of kwashiorkor        JU      

 9 Dec 1895-1994    Whina Cooper                New Zealand     Maori leader                                   WWW         

 9 Dec 1906-86      Grace Murray Hopper         United States   Rear Admiral  computer pioneer                 EB87 JU

16 Dec 1901-78     *Margaret Mead               U S A           Anthropologist                                 EB

18 Dec 1911-95      Helen Vlachos               Greece          Newspaper publisher  dissident                 EB96 

22 Dec 1907-91      Peggy Ashcroft              Britain         Actress                                        JU   

PARITY DEMOCRACY  in the  COMMONWEALTH

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting  (CHOGM)      Conference Paper No 50

Edinburgh    24-27 October 1997


For nearly two decades the writer has worked for parity democracy, where women and men share equally in the responsibilities of government and administration, parliament and political parties, the judiciary, and the media.  The biennial summit in Edinburgh is the second I have attended, the earlier one being in Cyprus in October 1993.  However this is the first Commonwealth meeting for which I have prepared an advance paper, although on six past occasions, on 10 July and 26 November 1989, 11 May 1990, 8 May 1991, 6 February 1992 and 1993, I Have written to the Head of the Commonwealth, and Secretary General, analyzing the state of parity democracy in Commonwealth countries, and suggesting how this may be enhanced.  Those letters contained many hours of research:  this paper alone has 260 hours, based on three of seven unique databases, described overleaf (A).


As a broad guide to democracy in the Commonwealth  I have, in past letters, provided a tabulation of Political Rights and Civil Liberties, as prepared since 1972  for the world's 221 states and territories by Freedom House in New York  for which, for ten years, I Have been an honorary correspondent.  In its annual 700-page narrative  "Freedom in the World",  ISBN 0-932088-81-3, Freedom House gives each country a rating of  1  to  7  in both categories, where  1  represents the highest level of freedom, and  7  the lowest.   To these I have, since 1989, added my own ratings for Women's Advancement.  Freedom House also lists countries as Free, Partly Free, or Not Free, and recently I have subdivided these among democracies, dictatorships and anarchies.   A list of the 54Commonwealth countries, showing how they fall among the 7 categories, is attached (B).


It will be seen that the 54 Commonwealth countries comprise 28 free democracies, 18 partly-free countries, and 8 dictatorships or anarchies.  Since the end of the Cold War several international organizations have accepted new members   in the hope that membership will prompt greater respect for human rights.  In the Commonwealth's case this seems to be working for Mozambique, but it has failed for Cameroon where, since it joined the Commonwealth in 1995, political rights have dropped to Freedom House's lowest rating.  
The next test will be on the admission of Yemen, a country which includes the former colony of Aden.  Yemen has higher freedom ratings than Cameroon and, as the only parliamentary republic in that part of the world - Yemen even has two women MPs - can undoubtedly go further, without the baleful influence of its northern feudal neighbour.  The real tests therefore are not for Yemen, but for Britain, whether it will risk upsetting Saudi Arabia and arms exports, and for India and Pakistan, as to whether Yemen will become a pawn in rivalry for Saudi affections.


As a further prompt for democracy  I have  each year since 1988  published a list of upcoming anniversaries which might be used as deadlines for promoting greater freedoms:  my list for 1998-99 of particular concern to Commonwealth countries, prior to the next biennial summit, is also attached (C).  I have similarly attached a list of 50- and 100-year anniversaries of distinguished women of history of Commonwealth countries in 1998 and 1999 (D).  One use to which I have put these lists since 1980 is that of having these distinguished women portrayed on banknotes.  


Thus in mid 1997  I was pleased to see that the Clydesdale Bank in Glasgow, one of Scotland's three note-issuing banks, has portrayed on its new 10 pound note  the Scottish missionary to Nigeria, Mary Slessor, 1848-1915.   Mary Slessor, a mill girl, did as much for health and education in West Africa as her predecessor on the 10 pound note, David Livingstone, did for exploration on the other side of the continent.  For the past three years I have highlighted the upcoming 150th anniversary in 1998 of Mary Slessor's birth, though it was as long ago as a letter of 22 August 1980 that I first proposed to the Clydesdale her portrayal on a banknote.  This is illustrated in Annex D, to help CHOGM participants, who may not receive it in change in Edinburgh, to request it at any Scottish bank.


Finally, for the past 18 years I have circulated the names of some 3500 able women as potential heads of international organizations, including 1000 from Commonwealth countries.  I have long extracted the names from the major Commonwealth democracies, such as Australia, Britain, Canada, India and New Zealand:  here I have taken the 128 names from 12 Caribbean countries (E), not only for the posts which appear alongside their names, but also for consideration as the nest Commonwealth Secretary General, when the incumbent's second and final term ends on 31 December 2000.

Annexes:

A.  Seven databases on parity democracy                                                                                       1 p

B.  Democracy, dictatorship & anarchy in the Commonwealth's 54 sovereign states in 1997                1 p

C.  Anniversaries of Democracy in the Commonwealth 1998-1999                                                     1 p

D.  Anniversaries of 90 Distinguished Women of History from Commonwealth countries 1998-99          2 pp

E.  A Woman Secretary General of the Commonwealth:  1 January 2001-2004                                    4 pp
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