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                                                     Introduction


In this  fifteenth issue of "Parity Democrat", in the following pages,  I highlight the March 1998 dates from my anniversary lists,  namely  5  dates from "Democracy in the 1990s",  7  from "Women's Empowerment",   5  from  "Centenaries of 2500 Distinguished Women of History",  and  78  from "Birthdays of 1100 Distinguished Living Women".  


As a supplement to the November 1997 issue, I added my latest list of "Women Heads of State and Government Ministers throughout the World",  983 names in my 16-page (now 18-page) bimonthly List 38 of 30September 1997.   I brought this up to date in the February 1998 issue with the 40 names added in List 39 of 20 November 1997, and now update it further with some 20 new names from List 40 of 26 January 1998.  The new list names the world's first Jewish woman head of state, the Chicago-born President Janet Jagan of Guyana, and the first woman German-speaking deputy head of state, Vice-President Ruth Dreifuss of Switzerland, who also happens to be Jewish.  The Swiss Presidency rotates annually among the seven members of the governing Federal Council, which means, barring accidents, that Ruth Dreifuss will be Swiss President in 1999.


The listing on page 4 of the Canadian Louise Frechette as the new (and first ever) Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations  prompts me to mention that I had circulated her name as a possible UN Secretary General in another list  I put out every two months, of "Women Heads for International Organizations", so far 3500 names from 112 democracies  in 62 lists since August 1982.  Louise Frechette's name appeared in my List 39 of 17 December 1993.  Here, as free supplements,  Iattach both List 39, and my most recent list, No 62 of 20 November 1997.


One name in my next list will be that of Gro Harlem Brundtland, three times Prime Minister of Norway and now nominated as the next Director General of the World Health Organization (WHO).  The pediatrician Dr Brundtland was named as a potential WHO head in my first such list, that naming 60 able women from 20 democracies, of 16August 1982.  Needless to say, however many times I circulate these lists, my input is never acknowledged and, when it bears fruit, is long forgotten.  But I have continued, first because I believe that good citizenship in a democracy is its own reward, and second because I hope that more women in positions of responsibility will help realize faster my ideal of every girl born into the world receiving adequate nutrition, secondary education, and the expectation of gainful employment and an independent income.  


As symbols of this ideal  I was very pleased to learn that nearly all six new banknotes of Eritrea portray on their obverses  the girls of that country, the 1 nafka also showing on its reverse a class of schoolgirls, as illustrated here, and the 20 nafka showing a woman on a tractor.  In the 1970s  I had persuaded various Mints, from Italy to Egypt to Nepal, to feature on their coins  women studying,  and others, from India to Tanzania, to show women using farm machinery, the latter as counter-symbols to the product of much modernization, where men received the machines  and women were left with drudgery.
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ANNIVERSARIES of DEMOCRACY:  March 1998

extract from the writer's  "600 Anniversaries for the 1990s Decade of Democracy"

Anniversaries for Celebration

Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary                                       

Sun 15 Mar  Berlin            Germany              150  1848 revolution wins new constitution

Sun 15 Mar  Budapest          Hungary              150  1848 revolution for reform             

Tue 17 Mar  Brussels          Benelux/France/UK     50  Western European Union         

Tue 31 Mar  Washington        US/Europe             50  Marshall Aid Act for European Recovery passed

Occasions for Remembrance

Mon 16 Mar  My Lai  Vietnam   US                    30  Murder of 170 civilians in 1968

ANNIVERSARIES of WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT:  March 1998

extract from the writer's  "500 Women's Anniversaries for the 1990s"

Mon  2 Mar  Perth             Australia             50  Carmen Lawrence  State Premier  Western Australia  1990-93  b 1948         

Sun  8 Mar  World             International         88  International Women's Day                 

Mon  9 Mar  Brussels          Europe                50  Emma Bonino  Commissioner  Consumer Policy  1995-99  born 1948 

Wed 11 Mar  Valletta          Malta                 75  Agatha Barbara  President 1982-87  born 1923        

Tue 24 Mar  Washington        World                110  International Council of Women  

Fri 27 Mar  Brussels          Belgium               50  Votes for All Women

Occasions for Remembrance

Fri 13 Mar  Naharayim         Israel                 1  Jordanian soldier murders 7 and wounds 6 Israeli schoolgirls

50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY:  March 1998

extract from the writer's  "2500 Women's Anniversaries 1981-2005"

Births

     Anniversary         Woman of distinction          Country     Main Activity                Reference#    

11 Mar 1898-1968   100   Dorothy Gish                  U S A       actress                         EB 

17 Mar 1848-1925   150   Clara Morris                  U S A       actress                         EB             

22 Mar 1848-1943   150   Sarah Purser                  Ireland     portrait painter                DA

26 Mar 1898-1974   100   Helen Gillespie               Britain     army nursing leader             WW            

Deaths

1826-18 Mar 1898   100   Matilda Joslyn Gage           U S A       women's rights advocate         EB             

----

#CW  Celebrate Women  Birthday calendar of 1500 US women  1985/93  Margaret Zierdt 701 Roxboro Rd Rockville MD 20850

 DO  Dictionary of Opera  ISBN 0-356-09700-5  Charles Osborne  McDonald  London  1983

 EB  Encyclopaedia Britannica 1994 edition, or earlier Annual or Book of the Year (for events of previous year)

IWA  Indian Women through the Ages  ISBN 81-7488-143-3  5 vols  ed O P Ralhan  Amnol Publ  New Delhi 110 002  1995

IWW  International Who's Who 1990-91  Europa Publications  London  54th edition

 JU  Macmillan Dictionary of [1750] Women's Biography  ISBN 0-333-45303-4  Jennifer Uglow  Macmillan  2nd edition 1989

WCG  (100) Women Composers in Germany  ed Roswitha Sperber  Inter Nationes  Bonn  1996

 WL  Bloomsbury Guide to [4000] Women's Literature   ISBN 0 7475 0895 X  ed Claire Buck  Bloomsbury London  1992

 WW  Who's Who 1897-1996 (includes 3600 women) ISBN 0-71-364519-9  A & C Black / Oxford Univ Press CD-Rom  Sept 1996         

WWW  International Who's Who of [5000] Women  ISBN 0-946653-85-2  Europa Publications  London  1st edition  Sept 1992         
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN:  March 1998

extract from the writer's  "1100 Birthdays for the 1990s"

* Persons portrayed on UN medals struck in the 1970s  at the initiative of the writer

DoB  Age in 1998    Woman of distinction        Country         "First", Other Achievements or Position      Reference   

 1 Mar 1944   54    Rabia Bhuiyan               Bangladesh      Barrister  social welfare leader               WWW    

 2 Mar 1928   70    Huguette Helene de Barjac   France          Biologist                                      WWW         

 2 Mar 1930   68    Pat Arrowsmith              Britain         Pacifist                                       

 2 Mar 1949   49    Naomi James                 New Zealand     Yachtswoman  writer                            WWW    

 3 Mar 1927   71    Sarojini Mahishi            India           Kannada writer   politician  educator          IWA

 3 Mar 1939   60    Eva Jiricna                 Czech Republic  Architect                                      WWW

 3 Mar 1961   37    Fatima Whitbread            Britain         Javelin thrower                                JU WWW

 4 Mar 1931   67    Alice Rivlin                U S A           Economist; Deputy Chair  Federal Reserve 1996- EB76

 4 Mar 1932   66    Miriam Makeba               South Africa    Singer                                         EB          

 4 Mar 1954   44    Irina Ratushinskaya         Russia          Poet; political prisoner  1982-86              EB88 JU  

 5 Mar 1906   92    Alice Clamageran            France          President  International Council of Nurses     WW     

 5 Mar 1952   45    Elaine Paige                Britain         Singer  actress                                WWW

 6 Mar 1929   69    Sarah Caldwell              U S A           Musician  opera producer and conductor         EB

 6 Mar 1936   62    Valentina Tereshkova        Russia          Cosmonaut  first woman in space                EB 

 6 Mar 1944   54    Kiri Te Kanawa              New Zealand     Soprano                                        EB WWW

 6 Mar 1951   47    Lydia Thikhoi Jonathon      Lesotho         Pharmacologist                                 WWW 

 7 Mar 1938   60    Janet Guthrie               U S A           Auto racer                                     CW     

 8 Mar 1939   59    Lidiya Pavlova Skoblikova   Russia          Speed skater                                   EB 

 8 Mar 1939   59    Lynn Seymour                Canada          Ballerina                                      EB   

10 Mar 1900   98    Greta von Zieritz           Austria         Composer                                       WCG WWW

10 Mar 1933   65    Patricia Rose Bergquist     New Zealand     Zoologist                                      IWW         

10 Mar 1947   51    Kim Campbell                Canada          Prime Minister  1993                           EB WWW      

10 Mar 1975   23    Claire Brunotte             Germany         Paralympic sprinting champion                  

10 Mar 1977   21    Shannon Miller              U S A           Gymnast                                        EB95        

11 Mar 1922   76    Madeline McWhinney          U S A           New York women's banker                        CW     

12 Mar 1937   61    Lisa Block De Behar         Uruguay         Professor of Semiotics                         WWW 

12 Mar 1946   52    Liza Minnelli               U S A           Actress singer                                 WWW

12 Mar 1947   51    Christine Pintat            France          International activist for more Women in Parlt 

12 Mar 1948   50    Virginia Bottomley          Britain         Secretary of State for Health  1992-95         WWW

13 Mar 1954   44    Valerie Amos                Britain         Equal opportunities worker                     WW  

14 Mar 1942   56    Rita Tushingham             Britain         Actress                                        WW  

15 Mar 1900   98    Frances Catherine Partridge Britain          Writer  pacifist                              WW       

15 Mar 1931   67    Rima Gretel Rothe Vallbona  Costa Rica      Novelist                                       WWW

15 Mar 1933   65    Ruth Bader Ginsburg         U S A           Judge  Supreme Court  1993-                    EB94   

15 Mar 1941   57    FU Qifeng                   China           Acrobat  historian                             IWW         

16 Mar 1935   63    Teresa Berganza             Spain           Mezzo-soprano                                  EB DO IWW   

16 Mar 1943   55    Alice Artzt                 U S A           Classical guitarist  writer                    WWW        

16 Mar 1955   43    Isabelle Huppert            France          Actress                                        EB            

17 Mar 1933   65    Myrlie Evers-Williams       U S A           Civil rights leader                            EB96

17 Mar 1942   56    Monika Wulf-Mathies         Germany         Euro Commissioner  Regional Policy  1995-99    

18 Mar 1964   34    Bonnie Blair                U S A           Speed skater                                   EB95       

19 Mar 1921   77    XIE Xide                    China           Physicist; President  Fudan University 83-     IWW JU     

19 Mar 1940   58    Barbara Franklin            U S A           Secretary of Commerce  1991-93                 WWW    

19 Mar 1947   51    Glenn Close                 U S A           Actress                                        EB96         

19 Mar 1948   50    Kristjana Gunnars           Iceland         Poet                                           WWW   

20 Mar 1917   81    Vera Lynn                   Britain         Singer                                         JU      

20 Mar 1920   78    Andree Chedid               Egypt / France  Poet  dramatist  novelist                      WL WWW

21 Mar 1907   91    Irina Grekova               Russia          Mathematician  novelist                        WWW WL

21 Mar 1936   62    Margaret Mahy               New Zealand     Children's author                              WL WWW

21 Mar 1951   47    Karen Kain                  Canada          Ballerina                                      EB76-   

22 Mar 1912   86    Agnes Martin                Canada          Artist                                         WWW           

22 Mar 1940   58    Ewa Letowska                Poland          Ombud 1987-91; Woman of Europe 1993            WWW         

23 Mar 1917   81    Erna Woll                   Germany         Composer  teacher                              WCG WWW

23 Mar 1942   56    Ama Ata Aidoo               Ghana           Novelist  poet                                 EB WWW      

24 Mar 1944   54    Rebecca Horn                Germany         Sculptor  film maker                           

24 Mar 1953   45    Jane Connors                Australia       Law lecturer  feminist                         WWW      

24 Mar 1964   34    Karen Lewis                 U S A           Paralympic javelin champion                    

25 Mar 1927   71    Tina Anselmi                Italy           Resistance worker  politician  feminist        WWW      

25 Mar 1934   64   *Gloria Steinem              U S A           Author  feminist                               EB 

25 Mar 1942   56    Aretha Franklin             U S A           Soul music singer                              WWW
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN:  March 1998  (continued)

DoB  Age in 1998    Woman of distinction        Country         "First", Other Achievements or Position      Reference   

26 Mar 1913   85    Jacqueline De Romilly       France          Classical scholar;  Member  French Academy     IWW         

26 Mar 1930   68    Sandra Day O'Connor         U S A           Justice  US Supreme Court 1981-                EB 

26 Mar 1948   50    Kyung-Wha Chung             Korea           Violinist                                      IWW         

27 Mar 1902   96    Mary Nicol Neill Armour     Britain         Scottish painter                               WW  

27 Mar 1947   51    Daphne Todd                 Britain         Portrait painter                               

27 Mar 1953   45    Annemarie Moser-Proell      Austria         Downhill skier                                 EB      

28 Mar 1954   44    Reba McEntire               U S A           Country singer                                 EB95       

29 Mar 1920   78    Simone Rozes                France          President Court of Appeal (Cassation) 1984-88  WWW

30 Mar 1947   41    Yuko Tsushima               Japan           Novelist                                       WWW WL

30 Mar 1950   48    Catherine Bertini           U S A           Executive Director UN/FAO World Food Program   WWW    

30 Mar 1968   30    Celine Dion                 Canada          Singer                                         EB95       

31 Mar 1916   82    Zoe Oldenbourg-Idalie       France          Writer                                         WW     

31 Mar 1929   69    Liz Claiborne               U S A           Fashion designer                               WWW         

31 Mar 1950   48    Smaranda Enache             Romania         Journalist  human rights activist              WWW

Persons in earlier birthday lists who have since died and some of whose names may now be found in the author's

"2500 Distinguished Women of History:   50- and 100-year Anniversaries  1981-2005"

16 Mar 1902-95      Lucie Rie                   Austria         Potter                                         EB JU      

19 Mar 1907-94      Elizabeth Maconchy          Britain         Composer of chamber music                      JU      

24 Mar 1907-96      Lidia Chukovskaya           Russia          Writer  soviet dissident                       WWW EB   

24 Mar 1911-96      Jane Beverly Drew           Britain         Architect                                      EB JU      

WOMEN HEADS of STATE and GOVERNMENT MINISTERS throughout the WORLD

extract from List 40  of 1006 names   dated 26 January 1998

New names and portfolios since List 38 attached as Supplement to "The Parity Democrat" of November 1997

and since updated in "The Parity Democrat" of February 1998

1.  Women Heads or Deputy Heads of State and Government currently in office: 26

Country                Name                             Office                             Term of Office         

Guyana                 Janet Jagan                      President                          19.12.1997-

New Zealand            Jenny Shipley                    Prime Minister                      8.12.1997-

Switzerland            Ruth Dreifuss                    Vice-President                       1.1.1998-1.1.1999                                                                                    

4. Women Ministers in National Governments:  495, in 169 (of 226) Governments

Country    Women:Total  Woman Minister                  Office or Portfolio                 Date of Last Info

Bangladesh     4:34    Zinnatunnessa Talukdan           Primary & Mass Education (MiS)

Cameroon       3:52    Yao AISSATOU                     Women                                         1.1.98

                       Madaleine Fouda                  Social Affairs

                       Lucy Gwanmesia                   State Control

Chad           1:20    Agnes Alafi                      Social Affairs                                1.1.98

Czech Rep      2:16    Zuzana Roithova                  Health  

Ecuador        3:17    Edith Frias                      Social Welfare

Mexico         2:28    Rosario GREEN Macias             Foreign Affairs                               1.1.98

                       Julia CARABIAS Lillo             Environment, Natural Resources & Fisheries

New Zealand    2:26    Jenny Shipley                    Prime Minister; Women; Security Intelligence  1.1.98

                       Deborah Morris                   Youth; Women; Accident Rehabilitation 

                       Robyn McDonald                   Senior Citizens; Consumer Affairs

Nigeria        3:36    O Akande                         Industries                                    1.1.98

                       Hajo Sani                        Women                                             

                       Rose Adunine                     Education (MiS)                                   

Thailand       1:24    Suphattra Matsadit               Prime Minister's Office                       1.1.98

Zimbabwe       3:28    S Nyoni                          Office of Vice President (MiS)        

8.  Women Heads of International Organizations: 21

United Nations         Louise Frechette (Canada)        Deputy Secretary General  United Nations     12.1.98-       
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