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                                                          Introduction


In this  sixteenth issue of "Parity Democrat",  in the following pages,  I highlight the April 1998 dates from my anniversary lists,  namely  12 dates from  "Democracy in the 1990s",  3  from  "Women's Empowerment",   3  from  "Centenaries of 2500 Distinguished Women of History",  and  92  from "Birthdays of 1200Distinguished Living Women".  


Among the distinguished living Americans whose birthdays fall in April  are Shirley Temple Black, the child film star and environmentalist,  and Coretta Scott King, the civil rights campaigner, for both of whom I brought out Ceres medals in the 1970s:


April 1998 also marks the 30th anniversary of the assassination of Coretta's husband, Martin Luther King, whom I listened to at the World Assembly of Youth in Amherst Massachusetts in August 1964, and who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize later that year.  The one thing I remember from the speech was the humility with which this practitioner of non-violence heard out the point made by friends from the (South) African National Congress also present in Amherst that countervailing force may be the only method of standing up to the violence of the then apartheid regime.


As it happens  I shall be attending three meetings in Southern Africa in March/April, the 20th Mint Directors Conference in Pretoria from 23 to 26 March,  the 22nd Triennial Conference  of the Associated Country Women of the World  (ACWW)  also in Pretoria  from 1 to 7 April,  and the 99th Inter-Parliamentary Conference  in Windhoek  Namibia  from 5 to 10 April.  As usual I shall travel at my own expense, having prepared detailed papers for all three meetings.  Here, on page 4, I have set out the introduction to my paper for the ACWW Conference. 


My last conference paper, that for the European Council at Luxembourg in December 1997, and reproduced in the January 1998 issue of "The Parity Democrat",  went into detail about female succession and primogeniture in the ten monarchies of Europe.  I had previously written to Prince Charles on this subject in 1981 and to Queen Elizabeth on 10 July 1989,  6 February & 11 November 1992,  6 February, 8 March & 19September 1993;  and on 15 December 1997  I sent the Luxembourg paper with its primogeniture tabulation to both the British Prime Minister and Foreign & Commonwealth Secretary.  


I was therefore pleased to hear on 27 February 1998 that Queen Elizabeth had let it be known through the Government spokesman in the House of Lords, Lord Williams of Mostyn, that she "had no objection to the government's view that, in determining the line of succession to the throne, daughters and sons should be treated in the same way".  This means that Britain and 15 other Commonwealth monarchies, following Sweden, Netherlands, Norway and Belgium, will no longer discriminate against elder daughters who have younger brothers when it comes to designating their head of state.
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ANNIVERSARIES of DEMOCRACY:  April 1998

extract from the writer's  "600 Anniversaries for the 1990s Decade of Democracy"

Anniversaries for Celebration

Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary                                       

Wed  1 Apr  London            Britain               80  Royal Air Force

Sat  4 Apr  Aldermaston       Britain               40  First march of Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND)

Mon  6 Apr  Geneva            International         50  World Health Organization

Tue  7 Apr  Prague            Czech Republic       650  Foundation of Charles University in 1347

Wed 15 Apr  Nantes            France               400  Edict of Nantes grants some freedoms to Huguenots

Thu 16 Apr  Paris             OECD                  50  Foundation of predecessor OEEC 

Sun 19 Apr  Prague            Czech / Slovakia      30  Start of Prague Spring 

Thu 30 Apr  The Hague         Netherlands          750  Foundation by Count William II

Thu 30 Apr  Bogota            Americas              50  Charter of Organization of American States

Occasions for Remembrance

Sat  4 Apr  Atlanta/Memphis   US / World            30  Assassination of Martin Luther King Jr in 1968

Thu  9 Apr  Kabul             Afghanistan            1  Taleban order to obscure windows and so cover women

       Apr  Ahinici  Bosnia   Croatia                5  HVO army massacre of Moslem villagers

ANNIVERSARIES of WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT:  April 1998

extract from the writer's  "500 Women's Anniversaries for the 1990s"

Mon  6 Apr  Jerusalem         Israel                75  Shoshana Netanyahu  Justice  Supreme Court 1982-  born 1923    

Wed  8 Apr  Cambridge         England              550  Foundation of Queen's College by Margaret of Anjou

Fri 24 Apr  New Delhi         India                 90  Violet Alva  (Dep) Chair Rajya Sabha-States Council 1962-69  b 1908

50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY:  April 1998

extract from the writer's  "2500 Women's Anniversaries 1981-2005"

     Born                Woman of distinction          Country     Main Activity                Reference#    

Births

 1 Apr 1698-c1750  300   Anne Clancy                   Ireland     first round-world sailor        IW            

12 Apr 1898-1972   100   Eleanor Glueck                U S A       criminologist                   EB CW             

Deaths

1863-27 Apr 1898   100   Nehanda                       Zimbabwe    anti-colonial leader              

BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN:  April 1998

extract from the writer's  "1200 Birthdays for the 1990s"

* Persons portrayed on UN medals struck in the 1970s  at the initiative of the writer

DoB  Age in 1998    Woman of distinction        Country         "First", Other Achievements or Position      Reference   

 1 Apr 1940   58    Wangari Maathai             Kenya           Environmentalist; feminist                     WWW    

 1 Apr 1965   33    Kristin Holm                Norway          Composer                                       

 2 Apr 1930   68    Tapi Omas Ihromi-Simatupang Indonesia       Anthropologist                                 WWW   

 2 Apr 1955   43    Maha Chakri Sirindhorn      Thailand        Princess; noted welfare worker                             

 3 Apr 1924   73    Doris Day                   U S A           Actress                                        HEB EB

 3 Apr 1934   64    Jane Goodall                Britain         Ethologist; Britannica Award 1989              EB89 JU

 3 Apr 1946   52    Hanna Suchocka              Poland          Economist; Prime Minister 1992-93              WWW EB93

 3 Apr 1971   27    Picabo Street               U S A           Downhill skier                                 EB            

 4 Apr 1928   70    Maya Angelou                U S A           Author  civil rights worker                    JU      

 4 Apr 1931   67    Catherine Tizard            New Zealand     Governor General  1990-1995                                

 4 Apr 1969   29    Marla Runyon                U S A           Paralympic blind heptathlete champion          

 5 Apr 1913   84    Anne Scott-James            Britain         Journalist  author                             WW  

 5 Apr 1946   52    Jennifer Penney             Canada          Ballerina                                      WW  

 6 Apr 1935   63    Elisabeth Rehn              Finland         Educator; Minister of Defence 1990-94          WWW

 6 Apr 1973   25    Rebecca Lobo                U S A           Basketball player  community worker            EB96

 7 Apr 1942   46    Patricia Ann Hopkins        Britain         Architect                                      WW

 8 Apr 1920   78    Carmen McRae                U S A           Jazz vocalist                                  EB   

 8 Apr 1927   71    Lois Wilson                 Canada          (first woman) Moderator  United Church Canada  WWW

 8 Apr 1948   50    Barbara Young               Britain         Chief Exec  Royal Society Protection of Birds  

 9 Apr 1946   52    Sarah Parkin                Britain         Environmentalist                               WW

10 Apr 1930   68    Dolores Huerta              U S A           Chicana labor leader                           CW     

10 Apr 1937   59    Bella Akhatovna Akhmadulina Russia          Poet                                           EB IWW JU   

----

#CW  Celebrate Women  Birthday calendar of 1500 US women  1985/93  Margaret Zierdt 701 Roxboro Rd Rockville MD 20850

 DO  Dictionary of Opera  ISBN 0-356-09700-5  Charles Osborne  McDonald  London  1983

 EB  Encyclopaedia Britannica 1994 edition, or earlier Annual or Book of the Year (for events of previous year)

HEB  Hutchison Encyclopaedia of Biography  ISBN 1-85986-157-1  ed Christine Nicholls  Helicon Oxford  1st edition 1996

IWA  Indian Women through the Ages  ISBN 81-7488-143-3  5 vols  ed O P Ralhan  Amnol Publ  New Delhi 110 002  1995

 IW  (More) Missing Pieces - Women in Irish History  ISBN 0-946211-17-5  Attic Press  48 Fleet Street Dublin 2  1983/5

IWW  International Who's Who 1990-91  Europa Publications  London  54th edition

 JU  Macmillan Dictionary of [1750] Women's Biography  ISBN 0-333-45303-4  Jennifer Uglow  Macmillan  2nd edition 1989

 WW  Who's Who 1897-1996 (includes 3600 women) ISBN 0-71-364519-9  A & C Black / Oxford Univ Press CD-Rom  Sept 1996         

WWW  International Who's Who of [5000] Women  ISBN 0-946653-85-2  Europa Publications  London  1st edition  Sept 1992         
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN:  April 1998    continued

DoB  Age in 1998    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata    

11 Apr 1926   72    Vivienne Boyd               New Zealand     Women's leader                                 WW

12 Apr 1920   78    Norma Walmsley              Canada          Founder  Match (third world women's network)            

12 Apr 1933   65    Montserrat Caballé          Spain           Soprano  Unesco goodwill ambassador            EB DO WWW

12 Apr 1935   63    Wendy Savage                Britain         Obstetrician; Pres Medical Women's Federation  WWW

13 Apr 1909   89    Eudora Welty                U S A           Short story writer                             CW JU       

13 Apr 1913   85    Isabel Aretz                Venezuela       Ethnomusicologist  composer                    DWC 

13 Apr 1925   73    Hilda Dianda                Argentina       Composer                                       DWC    

13 Apr 1926   72    Mavis Gwendolyn Gilmour     Jamaica         Surgeon;  Minister of Education 1980-86        IWW         

13 Apr 1940   58    Najma Heptulla              India           (Dep) Chair  Rajya Sabha (Council of States)   WWW

13 Apr 1941   57    Margaret Price              Britain         Soprano                                        DO WWW  

14 Apr 1933   65    Susan Davies                Britain         Photographer  gallery director                 WWW         

14 Apr 1970   27    Ellen Hyman                 U S A           Paralympic discus champion                     

15 Apr 1930   68    Vigdis Finnbogadottir       Iceland         Theatre producer; President  1980-96           EB81 JU

15 Apr 1941   57    Naomi Nhiwatiwa             Zimbabwe        Psychologist  women's leader                   AWW JU  

16 Apr 1913   85    Constance Shacklock         Britain         Mezzo-soprano                                  

16 Apr 1933   65    Joan Bakewell               Britain         Broadcaster  writer                            

16 Apr 1940   58    Margrethe II                Denmark         Queen  1972-  archeologist  artist             JU      

16 Apr 1974   24    Daniela Pohl                Germany         Paralympic swimming champion                   

17 Apr 1916   82   *Sirimavo Bandaranaike       Sri Lanka       Prime Minister  1960-65  1970-77  1994-        JU      

17 Apr 1940   58    Anja Silja                  Germany         Soprano                                        DO WWW      

17 Apr 1946   52    Clare Francis               Britain         Round-the-World sailor 1977/8  ME sufferer     JU      

17 Apr 1950   48    Ase Hedstrom                Norway          Composer  music festival organizer             

18 Apr 1900   98    Albertha Madeline Isaacs    Bahamas         Community worker                               WW       

18 Apr 1910   88    Sylvia Fisher               Australia       Soprano                                        DO       

18 Apr 1955   43    Marie-Madeleine Mborantso   Gabon           President  Constitutional Court                AWW 

19 Apr 1950   48    Julia Cleverdon             Britain         Community business leader                      WW  

20 Apr 1939   59    Gro Harlem BRUNDTLAND       Norway          Prime Minister  1981, 1986-89, 1990-96         EB87 JU

21 Apr 1922   76    Valerie Andre               France          Flying doctor  (first woman) army general      JU WWW

21 Apr 1926   72    Elizabeth II                Britain         Head of the Commonwealth  1952-                EB67- JU  

21 Apr 1938   60    Chrissie Maher              Britain         Founder  Plain English Campaign 1979-          

21 Apr 1970   28    Jeanette Esling             Britain         Paralympic swimming champion                   

22 Apr 1909   89    Rita Levi-Montalcini        Italy           Embryologist; Nobel Prize 1986                 EB JU

22 Apr 1917   81    Yvette Chauvire             France          Ballerina                                      WWW    

22 Apr 1930   68    Gudrun Lund                 Denmark         Composer                                       

22 Apr 1935   63    Rita Johnson                Canada          Provincial Premier  British Columbia 1991-92   

22 Apr 1954   44    Birgit Pohl                 Germany         Paralympic discus champion                     

23 Apr 1896  102    Adelaide Eden Phillpotts    Britain         Writer                                         WW  

23 Apr 1928   70   *Shirley Temple Black        U S A           Child film star  environmentalist              EB77    

23 Apr 1951   47    Ann Marie Fudge             U S A           Black Achiever businesswoman                   EB96

24 Apr 1913   85    Violet Archer               Canada          Composer                                       WWW      

24 Apr 1918   80    Elisabeth Mann Borgese      Canada          Political scientist  oceanographer             WWW         

24 Apr 1931   67    Bridget Riley               Britain         Painter                                        EB JU WWW

24 Apr 1942   56    Barbra Streisand            U S A           Singer  actress                                EB 

24 Apr 1944   54    Christine Ockrent           Belgium         Broadcaster                                    WWW                       

25 Apr 1923   75    Anita Bjork                 Sweden          Actress                                        IWW JU     

25 Apr 1932   66    Frene Ginwala               South Africa    Speaker  National Assembly  1994-              AWW JU     

25 Apr 1946   52    Beverley Hall-Alleyne       Jamaica         Linguist                                       WWW 

26 Apr 1918   80    Fanny Blankers-Koen         Netherlands     Athlete; 4 x gold medallist 1948 Olympics      JU     

26 Apr 1921   77    Margaret Gowing             Britain         Scientific historian                           WW     

26 Apr 1922   76    Margaret Scott              Australia       Founding director  Australian Ballet School    WW     

26 Apr 1927   71    Anne McLaren                Britain         Zoologist                                      WW     

26 Apr 1942   56    Benedita da Silva           Brazil          Mayor of Rio de Janeiro  1992-                 WWW

27 Apr 1927   71   *Coretta Scott King          U S A           Civil rights campaigner                        WWW         

27 Apr 1937   61    ZHANG Jie                   China           Novelist                                       JU WWW 

27 Apr 1941   47    Judith Blegen               U S A           Soprano                                        DO WWW

27 Apr 1969   29    Darcey Bussell              Britain         Ballerina                                      EB96

28 Apr 1942   56    Jane Grant                  Britain         Women's organizing leader                      

28 Apr 1947   51    Nicola LeFanu               Britain         Composer                                       JU WWW

29 Apr 1924   74    Zizi Jeanmaire              France          Dancer  actress  singer                        WWW    

29 Apr 1942   56    Lynda Chalker               Britain         Minister for Overseas Development  1990-97     WWW   

29 Apr 1943   55    Brenda Dean                 Britain         Trade unionist                                 WWW JU

30 Apr 1902   96    Isabel Graham-Bryce         Britain         Industrial psychologist                        WW  

30 Apr 1909   89    Juliana                     Netherlands     Queen 1948-80                                  EB 

30 Apr 1939   57    Ellen Taaffe Zwilich        U S A           Composer  violinist                            DWC WWW

30 Apr 1944   54    Lydia Mordkovitch           Israel          Violinist                                      IWW         

   Apr 1926   72    Jeanne-Martin Cisse         Guinea          (first woman) President  UN Security Council   AWW JU  

Persons in earlier birthday lists who have since died and some of whose names may now be found in the author's

"2500 Distinguished Women of History:   50- and 100-year Anniversaries  1981-2005"

 4 Apr 1914-96      Marguerite Duras            France          Writer  film director                          EB IWW JU   

25 Apr 1918-96      Ella Fitzgerald             U S A           Jazz singer                                    EB IWW JU   

26 Apr 1922-93      Jeanne Sauvé                Canada          Journalist; Governor-General  1984-89          EB81  JU

28 Apr 1912-95      Odette Churchill Hallowes   Britain         Wartime agent  concentration camp survivor     IWW JU     

PARITY DEMOCRACY  &  RURAL WOMEN'S ADVANCEMENT

Paper offered to the Associated Country Women of the World (ACWW)    22nd Triennial Conference

University of Pretoria   South Africa    1-7 April 1998


In the 1970s the writer initiated what was perhaps the first international funding dedicated to rural women's advancement, under the aegis of FAO's Money and Medals Programme.  It did not have the formal status of the later Unifem, because it was included in funding for agricultural credit and small farmers (and their husbands!).  By 1980 I was able to raise nearly $750 000 dollars for 21 field projects for rural women, as listed overleaf (A).  Among my favourites was the $30 000 grant to the International Council of Women, to trust them with the money, and to report on its use only subsequently, which the ICW did in its moving booklet "Fifteen Small Miracles".


The programme came about as I began to understand that modernization often leaves women worse off, with machinery and credit going to men, and drudgery and subsistence left to women, and girls.   The money was raised by inviting some forty distinguished living women (B) to donate their portraits as Ceres, the Roman goddess of agriculture, for sale as medals in support of our Food for All ideals.  The medals were accompanied, in several developing countries, by low-value coins issued in tens of millions of samples  and featuring rural women's advancement, often using designs promoting appropriate technology, such as a handheld electric rice-thresher in India, or a modern well in West Africa.


I resigned from FAO in 1980, one of my last acts being to commission for that year a medal for the ACWW's 50th anniversary.  I resigned when I realized I might work more effectively outside and in opposition to a system where two-thirds of the 150 UN member governments imprisoned, tortured or murdered civilian opponents, including many women, not least from rural areas.  Happily those proportions are now reversed, because some 118 of the world's 191 sovereign states, including 17 of the 55 in Africa, are considered to be democracies, fragile though some may be.  Since 1980, despite working with only limited personal savings, I have continued my work for women's advancement, specifically for parity democracy, where women and men share equally in the responsibilities of government and administration, parliament and political parties, the judiciary, and the media.  


Thus every two months I draw up the world's only list of women ministers, with 1006 names in my latest compilation, List 40 of 26 January 1998.  Here I have extracted the names of the 44 women ministers of agriculture and environment currently in office (C).  Similarly I have promoted the names of able women to head international bodies, over 3500 names since I began in 1980.  Among the women on an August 1982 list was the Norwegian Dr Gro Harlem Brundtland, just nominated as the next Director-General of the World Health Organization, and on a December 1993 list  Louise Frechette of Canada, since February 1998 the first ever Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations.  Here I list some 100 women whose names feature as a potential Director-General of FAO (D):  they include several ACWW leaders, and also Catherine Bertini, since 1992 the Executive Director of the World Food Programme.


Prior to the 1993 FAO election, with no able woman having been nominated, and no man pledging to tackle the problem of secretariat non-accountability, I myself campaigned for the nomination, with some sixty reform proposals.  Despite realizing that it may be easier for a rich man to enter heaven than for a constructive protestant to head an international bureaucracy, I am similarly campaigning prior to the November 1999 election, again on a platform of Food for All, Integrity, Development through Democracy, and Women's Advancement.  The first of my new campaign letters is available on request, in Spanish as well as English.  Here I mention four proposals of interest to the ACWW.  


On Food for All, and given that some 100 million women are missing in this world, because in many countries girls are not considered an economic asset and so die though inadequate nutrition or health care if not outright infanticide, I would introduce a system of food rationing for girl children in the poorer democracies, as occurred, say, in Britain in World War II, with FAO promoting the food supply and horticultural measures necessary to back this up.   On Democracy, I have proposed that voluntary bodies like the ACWW be invited to become full due-paying and voting members of FAO, somewhat as trade unions are an integral part of the International Labour Organization.  I have also proposed that, just as FAO left Washington in 1951 for food-poor Europe, so now it leave Rome for the frontline of hunger in Africa, in particular to move its headquarters to the multicultural democracy of South Africa.  On Women's Advancement, in an organization which, in its first 52 years, has never had a woman Assistant Director-General, and only a handful of women Directors, I would promote and seek out many able women for top appointments in FAO.

Attachments:

A.  21 Projects for rural women's advancement financed at the initiative of the writer                           1 p

B.  36 Distinguished women portrayed on Ceres medals  1971-1980                                                   1 p

C.  44 Women ministers of agriculture and environment currently in office                                           1 p 

D.  A Woman Director-General of the Food & Agriculture Organization:  1 January 2000-2005               4 pp
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