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INTRODUCTION


In this second issue of Parity Democrat, in the inside pages, I highlight the March 1997 dates from my four anniversary lists, namely  four dates from "Women's Empowerment in the 1990s", two from "Democracy in the 1990s", nine from  "Centenaries of 2200 Distinguished Women of History", and 65 from "Birthdays of 900 Distinguished Living Women". 


Nearly every month I prepare a paper for a meeting I am about to attend.  My latest paper is on "Women in the Governments of the World", presented to the Inter-Parliamentary Conference on Partnership between Women and Men in Politics, held in New Delhi from 14 to 18 February 1997.  The introductory text to this paper may be found on page 4.


January was not a particularly good month for women political leaders.  In Nicaragua, the executive president and vice-president, in the first country in history where both were women, passed on their office to newly elected men.  Earlier, Poland, Romania, Vanuatu and Zambia lost their only women ministers, but both Estonia and Lithuania gained two.  Austria has its first woman provincial head of government, in Styria, and Quebec gained its first woman Lieutenant-Governor, the seventh of twelve Canadian provinces to reach this milestone.  All in all, the names of women ministers I was able to record in my latest bimonthly list, No 34 of 23 January, fell from 424 in 167 governments to 411 in 165 governments.
                                              [image: image1.jpg]




I illustrate here the Czech 2000 korun note portraying the soprano Emy Destinnova  1878-1930  issued in October 1996.  This is another banknote into which I had a small input, in the sense that I wrote to the National Bank on 7 December 1990, and visited it in Prague four days later, with a list of distinguished Czech women of history who might suitably be portrayed on the post-communist currency.  Emy Destinnova was on my list, as was the novelist Bozena Nemcova, who appeared in 1993 on the 500 korun note.   When I visited Prague in 1990, the list of new banknotes were to portray exclusively men, as had some sixty coins under communism.


My work for parity democracy in the Czech Republic continues.  At the European Council, in Madrid on 16 December 1995, I asked Prime Minister Vaclav Klaus:  How is it that such an enlightened democracy as the Czech Republic is the only major applicant to join the European Union which does not have a woman cabinet minister?    Are there not at least two or three Czech women as able as the twenty men now in the cabinet?  At the Dublin summit on 14 December 1996, I followed this with   Now that the US has designated a Czech-born woman as its next Secretary of State, will we soon see other able women in your all-male cabinet, or have all the Madeleine Korbel Albrights and Rita Klimovas (the late Charter 77 signer and Ambassador to the US) gone to Washington and heaven?
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ANNIVERSARIES of WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT:  March 1997

extract from the writer’s “500 Women's Anniversaries for the 1990s"

Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary                                       

Sat  8 Mar  World             International         87  International Women's Day                 

Sun  9 Mar  Iowa              U S A                 50  Carrie Chapman Catt  suffragist  pacifist  1859-1947  died 

Mon 10 Mar  Ottawa            Canada                50  Kim Campbell  Prime Minister 1993  born 1947   

Tue 25 Mar  Rome              Italy                 70  Tina Anselmi  Resistance worker  politician  born 1927

ANNIVERSARIES of DEMOCRACY:  March 1997

extract from the writer's  "600 Anniversaries for the 1990s Decade of Democracy"

Wed 12 Mar  Washington        US/Greece/Turkey      50  Truman Doctrine "to support free peoples"

Tue 25 Mar  Rome              European Union        40  Common Market & Euratom

50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY:  March 1997

extract from the writer's  "2200 Women's Anniversaries 1981-2005"

Country        Woman of distinction          Main Activity                       Lived         Anniversary  Reference#

France         Colette                       foundress  saint                   1381-6.3.1447   550.death   EB            

Germany        Caroline Neuber               actor-manager                  9.3.1697-1760       300.birth   EB JU

               Gunta Stoelzl                 weaver                         5.3.1897-1983       100.birth   DA            

Italy          Catherine of Siena            mystic  saint                 25.3.1347-80         650.birth   EB JU            

Taiwan         SOONG Meiling-CHIANG Kaishek  educator  reformer             5.3.1897-           100.birth   EB  

United Kingdom Mary Anning                   paleontologist                     1800-19.3.47    150.death   EV            

               Angela Brazil                 writer of stories for girls        1868-13.3.1947   50.death   EV            

United States  Anna Broomall                 obstetrician                   4.3.1847-1931       150.birth   CW NAW         

               Carrie Chapman Catt           suffragist  peace worker           1859- 9.3.1947   50.death   EB

BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN:  March 1997

extract from the writer's  "900 Birthdays for the 1990s"


This is the eighth cumulative list  of birthdays of distinguished living women, drawn up to invite the reader to send to the persons named  annual letters of encouragement and appreciation, not least when your birthday coincides with that of the person listed.  Addresses, where not self-evident, can often be found in the reference books cited.  Persons with an asterisk *  are among those portrayed on UN medals struck in the 1970s  at the initiative of the writer. 

DoB  Age in 1997    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Reference   

 2 Mar 1928   69    Huguette Helene de Barjac   France          Biologist                                      WWW         

 2 Mar 1930   67    Pat Arrowsmith              Britain         Pacifist                                       

 2 Mar 1948   49    Carmen Lawrence             Australia       State Premier  Western Australia  1990-93      EB96            

 2 Mar 1949   48    Naomi James                 New Zealand     Yachtswoman  writer                            WWW    

 3 Mar 1939   58    Eva Jiricna                 Czech Republic  Architect                                      WWW

 3 Mar 1961   36    Fatima Whitbread            Britain         Javelin thrower                                JU WWW

 4 Mar 1931   66    Alice Rivlin                U S A           Economist; Deputy Chair  Federal Reserve 1996- EB76

 4 Mar 1932   65    Miriam Makeba               South Africa    Singer                                         EB          

 4 Mar 1954   43    Irina Ratushinskaya         Russia          Poet; political prisoner  1982-86              EB88  JU  

 5 Mar 1952   45    Elaine Paige                Britain         Singer  actress                                WWW

----

#CW  Celebrate Women  Birthday calendar of 1500 US women  1985/93  Margaret Zierdt 701 Roxboro Rd Rockville MD 20850

 DA  Dictionary of Art  ISBN 1-884446-00-0   34 vols  ed Jane Turner  Macmillan  London  1996

 DO  Dictionary of Opera  ISBN 0-356-09700-5  Charles Osborne  McDonald  London  1983

DWC  New Grove Dictionary of (875) Women Composers  ISBN 0-333-515986  ed Julie Anne Sadie  Macmillan London 1994

 EB  Encyclopaedia Britannica 1994 edition, or earlier Annual or Book of the Year (for events of previous year)

 JU  Macmillan Dictionary of [1750] Women's Biography  ISBN 0-333-45303-4  Jennifer Uglow  Macmillan  2nd edition 1989

IWW  International Who's Who 1990-91  Europa Publications  London  54th edition

 WL  Guide to Women's Literature   ed Claire Buck  ISBN 185980 005X  Bloomsbury London  1992

WCG  (100) Women Composers in Germany  ed Roswitha Sperber  Inter Nationes  Bonn  1996

WWP  Who's Who of (1500) Women in World Politics  ISBN 0-86291-627-5  Bowker-Saur  London  1st edition  1991 

WWW  International Who's Who of [5000] Women  ISBN 0-946653-85-2  Europa Publications  London  1st edition  Sept 1992         
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN:  March 1997

DoB  Age in 1997    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Reference   

 6 Mar 1929   68    Sarah Caldwell              U S A           Musician  opera producer and conductor         EB

 6 Mar 1936   61    Valentina Tereshkova        Russia          Cosmonaut  first woman in space                EB 

 6 Mar 1944   53    Kiri Te Kanawa              New Zealand     Soprano                                        EB WWW

 6 Mar 1951   46    Lydia Thikhoi Jonathon      Lesotho         Pharmacologist                                 WWW 

 7 Mar 1938   59    Janet Guthrie               U S A           Auto racer                                     CW     

 8 Mar 1939   58    Lidiya Pavlova Skoblikova   Russia          Speed skater                                   EB 

 8 Mar 1939   58    Lynn Seymour                Canada          Ballerina                                      EB   

 9 Mar 1948   49    Emma Bonino                 Italy           Euro Commissioner  Consumer Policy  1995-99    

10 Mar 1900   97    Greta von Zieritz           Austria         Composer                                       WCG WWW

10 Mar 1933   64    Patricia Rose Bergquist     New Zealand     Zoologist                                      IWW         

10 Mar 1947   50    Kim Campbell                Canada          Prime Minister  1993                           EB WWW      

10 Mar 1975   22    Claire Brunotte             Germany         Paralympic sprinting champion                  

10 Mar 1977   20    Shannon Miller              U S A           Gymnast                                        EB95        

11 Mar 1922   75    Madeline McWhinney          U S A           New York women's banker                        CW     

11 Mar 1923   74    Agatha Barbara              Malta           Teacher; President 1982-87                     JU      

12 Mar 1937   60    Lisa Block De Behar         Uruguay         Professor of Semiotics                         WWW 

12 Mar 1946   51    Liza Minnelli               U S A           Actress singer                                 WWW

12 Mar 1948   49    Virginia Bottomley          Britain         Secretary of State for Health  1992-95         WWW

13 Mar

14 Mar

15 Mar 1931   66    Rima Gretel Rothe Vallbona  Costa Rica      Novelist                                       WWW

15 Mar 1933   64    Ruth Bader Ginsburg         U S A           Judge  Supreme Court  1993-                    EB94   

15 Mar 1941   56    FU Qifeng                   China           Acrobat  historian                             IWW         

16 Mar 1935   62    Teresa Berganza             Spain           Mezzo-soprano                                  EB DO IWW   

16 Mar 1943   54    Alice Artzt                 U S A           Classical guitarist  writer                    WWW        

17 Mar 1933   64    Myrlie Evers-Williams       U S A           Civil rights leader                            EB96

17 Mar 1942   55    Monika Wulf-Mathies         Germany         Euro Commissioner  Regional Policy  1995-99    

18 Mar 1964   33    Bonnie Blair                U S A           Speed skater                                   EB95       

19 Mar 1921   76    XIE Xide                    China           Physicist; President  Fudan University 83-     IWW JU     

19 Mar 1940   57    Barbara Franklin            U S A           Secretary of Commerce  1991-93                 WWW    

19 Mar 1947   50    Glenn Close                 U S A           Actress                                        EB96         

19 Mar 1948   49    Kristjana Gunnars           Iceland         Poet                                           WWW   

20 Mar 1917   80    Vera Lynn                   Britain         Singer                                         JU      

20 Mar 1920   77    Andree Chedid               Egypt / France  Poet  dramatist  novelist                      WL WWW

21 Mar 1907   90    Irina Grekova               Russia          Mathematician  novelist                        WWW WL

21 Mar 1936   61    Margaret Mahy               New Zealand     Children's author                              WL WWW

21 Mar 1951   46    Karen Kain                  Canada          Ballerina                                      EB76-   

22 Mar 1940   57    Ewa Letowska                Poland          Ombud 1987-91; Woman of Europe 1993            WWW         

23 Mar 1917   80    Erna Woll                   Germany         Composer  teacher                              WCG WWW

24 Mar 1944   53    Rebecca Horn                Germany         Sculptor  film maker                           

24 Mar 1953   44    Jane Connors                Australia       Law lecturer  feminist                         WWW      

24 Mar 1964   33    Karen Lewis                 U S A           Paralympic javelin champion                    

25 Mar 1927   70    Tina Anselmi                Italy           Resistance worker  politician  feminist        WWW      

25 Mar 1934   63   *Gloria Steinem              U S A           Author  feminist                               EB 

25 Mar 1942   55    Aretha Franklin             U S A           Soul music singer                              WWW

26 Mar 1913   84    Jacqueline De Romilly       France          Classical scholar;  Member  French Academy     IWW         

26 Mar 1930   67    Sandra Day O'Connor         U S A           Justice  US Supreme Court 1981-                EB 

26 Mar 1948   49    Kyung-Wha Chung             Korea           Violinist                                      IWW         

27 Mar 1947   50    Daphne Todd                 Britain         Portrait painter                               

27 Mar 1953   44    Annemarie Moser-Proell      Austria         Downhill skier                                 EB      

28 Mar 1954   43    Reba McEntire               U S A           Country singer                                 EB95       

29 Mar 1920   77    Simone Rozes                France          President Court of Appeal (Cassation) 1984-88  WWW

30 Mar 1947   40    Yuko Tsushima               Japan           Novelist                                       WWW WL

30 Mar 1950   47    Catherine Bertini           U S A           Executive Director UN/FAO World Food Program   WWW    

30 Mar 1968   29    Celine Dion                 Canada          Singer                                         EB95       

31 Mar 1929   68    Liz Claiborne               U S A           Fashion designer                               WWW         

31 Mar 1950   47    Smaranda Enache             Romania         Journalist  human rights activist              WWW

Persons in earlier birthday lists who have since died and whose names may now be found in the author's

"2200 Distinguished Women of History:   50- and 100-year Anniversaries  1981-2005

16 Mar 1902         Lucie Rie                   Austria         Potter                                         EB JU      

19 Mar 1907         Elizabeth Maconchy          Britain         Composer of chamber music                      JU      

24 Mar 1907         Lidia Chukovskaya           Russia          Writer  soviet dissident                       WWW      

24 Mar 1911         Jane Beverly Drew           Britain         Architect                                      EB JU      
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WOMEN  in the GOVERNMENTS  of the WORLD

Inter-Parliamentary Conference  on Partnership between Women and Men  in Politics

New Delhi          14-18 February 1997


The first country where women won the vote  was New Zealand in 1894, and the first women to sit in Parliament  were 19 in Finland, 90 years ago, in 1907.  The first known woman Minister was Irena Kosmowska of Poland, who became Deputy Minister of Social Welfare in 1918.   The first full Cabinet Minister was Nina Bang of Denmark  who held the portfolio of education from 1924 to 1926.  Among the next ten  was Vijaya Pandit, the UP Minister of Local Government and Health in 1937-39.


The world's first woman Prime Minister  was Sirimavo Bandaranaike of Sri Lanka, who took up office on 21 July 1960:  since 14 November 1994  she has been Prime Minister for a third time.  The first executive president, head of state and government, was Vice-President Isabel Martinez de Peron, who succeeded to the Argentine presidency  when her husband died, on 1 July 1974.  The first directly elected executive president  was Corazon Aquino of the Philippines, on 25 February 1986.  The first parity government, of 11 women ministers and 11 men, was that appointed by an enlightened man, the Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson, on 3 October 1994, a parity which was maintained by his successor  Goran Persson, in his cabinet of 15 March 1996.


Women's struggle for a share in government  goes back for centuries, if not millennia, when warrior kings had only girls as their legitimate offspring, many of them very able daughters  who were considered more competent than nephews  or distant cousins.  Perhaps the first full queen in history was Hatshepsut, whose brothers and half-brother died prematurely, and who, around 1472 BC, during the regency for her stepson, ordered herself crowned as Pharaoh, and reigned till 1458 BC.


History might have been quite different  if women had not been so consistently kept off the throne:  indeed, what many Brits still fondly refer to  as the Indian Mutiny   was brought about in part by their policy of taking over princely states without male heirs, of allowing them to "lapse", a policy against which, in 1857-58,  Rani Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi took up arms and died, in India's first war of independence.  Even in 1997, among the 28 monarchies of the contemporary world, in only 11  can women succeed to the throne, and in only 4, Sweden, Netherlands, Norway and Belgium, do the succession rights of older daughters take precedence over those of their younger brothers.


The modern breakthrough of women into government  began in the late 1970s, after the start of the current women's movement and after International Women's Year in 1975.  In the US, for example, whereas President Roosevelt had a woman cabinet member in all four of his Administrations from 1933 to 1945, and Eisenhower had one from 1953 to 1955, there was a gap till 1975, and women became a fixed part of the government landscape  only in 1977  under President Carter, when the candidate came to an agreement with the women's political lobby  that a certain number of the top Administration appointments, those requiring Senate approval, would go to qualified women.  President Carter did this for 10% of his appointments, President Bush for 20%, and President Clinton for 30%.


From 1980 on, after working ten years for rural women's advancement, and in a wider effort to enhance democracy, the present writer has campaigned for the appointment of able women to national or international positions of executive leadership, circulating the names of 3300 such women from 112 democracies, including 74 from India.  In 1989  I began also  to draw up lists of all actual ministers, and other women leaders, both as a historical survey in its own right, and to show that enlightened men around the world  realized there was much to be gained  by the appointment of able women.  In a 7-page list  presented to a UN expert meeting  on the Role of Women in Public Life, held in Vienna from 21 to 25 May 1991, I was able to identify 278 women ministers and other leaders in 103countries.  In my most recent bimonthly list, No 34 of 23 January 1997, I have been able to identify 834 women leaders, including 411 ministers, in 167 of 224 governments around the world.  In the paper presented to the IPU Conference in Delhi, I have given the names of some 390 women ministers in 190 states members of the UN system.


Part of the increase in numbers  comes from better sources of information, and part from a greater number of governments  following the collapse of soviet communism.  Most come from a growing number of countries which have ministers, and from a growing number of women ministers in those countries.  The list shows 49 countries  with no full women ministers;  but some 30 of these have had them in the past, or have junior ministers now.  This leaves only some 20 countries  still to appoint women ministers, and so to take this significant step toward parity democracy, where women and men share equally in the responsibilities of government, parliament, the judiciary and media.
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