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                                                          Introduction 

In this 20th issue of The Parity Democrat,  in the following pages,  I highlight the August 1998 dates from my anniversary lists,  namely   6 dates from  "Democracy in the 1990s",   9  from  "Centenaries of 2500 Distinguished Women of History", and 101 from "Birthdays of 1200 Distinguished Living Women".  Now that my lists are half as long again as when I began The Parity Democrat, I have spread the anniversaries over three pages.


In June  I prepared two more Conference papers on parity democracy,  one in the European Union for the Cardiff Summit from 15 to 16 June, and the other in Central and Eastern Europe for a meeting of women leaders held in London and Cambridge from 27 June to 3 July.  This second, 12-page paper is attached as a supplement.  I took the opportunity of the London meeting on 29 June to put various questions, as follows:


to Betty Boothroyd  Speaker  House of Commons:  How many other able women have you appointed as Clerks and other high officials of Parliament?


to Lord Tordoff  Deputy Chair of Committees  House of Lords:  European legislation on women's advancement  has often been more progressive  than its British equivalent:  have there been examples of House of Lords scrutiny of equality laws  which have improved on European drafts  and which subsequently have been adopted by other European countries?


to Lord Neill  Chair  Committee on Standards in Public Life:  On political integrity in Britain,  in 1952  Prime Minister Winston Churchill had a stroke and was incapacitated for six months, a fact hidden from the public:  could something similar happen again?   Also, it is now 16 years since 1982 when a high-ranking minister last resigned on a matter of principle, Foreign Secretary Lord Carrington  for not having anticipated the invasion of the Falklands:  since then  there have been equally costly blunders, as over the poll tax,  leaving the Exchange Rate Mechanism on Black Wednesday 16 September 1992,  and mad cow disease:  does the existence of the Neill (ex-Nolan) Committee  make it more likely that high-ranking ministers will accept responsibility for such failures in future?


to David Drewry  Director-General  British Council:   How many of your 110 British directors  and national counterparts  are women?   And, in your teaching of English, do you stress the importance of gender-sensitive language?


The previous week  I had been in Rome, to attend the constitutional conference on the establishment of an International Criminal Court.  Owing to the Cardiff Summit, I could not attend the first week's press briefings, but I nevertheless took the opportunity of my visit to Italy to follow up on other opportunities for women's advancement:


in Rome on 24 June  to Walter Veltroni  Deputy PM & Minister of Culture:   (in Italian)  Forty years ago  one of my teachers at Oxford, Dacre Balsdon,  wrote a major original work on "Roman Women":  now that you have rehoused many of the archaeological treasures of Rome, are you planning for 2000/2001 an exhibition on Roman women,  of sculptures,  paintings,  coins  etc,  to illustrate that even in Roman civilization  women were as important as today, an exhibition which could visit other countries in Europe and the world?


and in Florence on 26 June to Carlo Boselli  President  Pitti Men's Fashion Show:  We all know of the many men who design for women,  but there are a growing number of women who design for men, well-known Italians like Laura Benetton of Treviso,  Donatella Versace and Miuccia Prada of Milan,  and the five Fendi Sisters of Rome,  bespoke Italian tailors like Paola Graziano of Florence,  and international designers such as Rei Kawakubo of Japan and Doris Hartwich of Germany:  could not Pitti Uomo in a future year devote a section of the Fair to such women designers, both to show their special characteristics  and to encourage other young women?
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ANNIVERSARIES of DEMOCRACY

extract from the writer's  "600 Anniversaries for the 1990s Decade of Democracy"

Anniversaries for Celebration

Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary                                       

Sat  1 Aug  Aboukir Egypt     Britain              200  Napoleon defeated at battle of the Nile

Thu 13 Aug  Ankara            Turkey                75  Kemal Ataturk elected first President of Republic

Sat 15 Aug  Cologne           Germany              750  Foundation stone laid for Cologne Cathedral

Sat 15 Aug  Seoul             Korea                 50  Republic

Sun 23 Aug  Geneva            World                 50  World Council of Churches

Occasions for Remembrance

Thu 20 Aug  Prague/Bratislava Russia                30  Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968

50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY

extract from the writer's  "2500 Women's Centenaries 1981-2010"

 Born / Died             Woman of distinction          Country     Main Activity                Reference#    

Births

11 Aug 1898-1989   100   Mabel Ridealgh                Britain     women's cooperatives leader     WW

22 Aug 1898-1986   100   Geraldine Maitland Aves       Britain     social worker                   WW            

26 Aug 1898-1979   100   Peggy Guggenheim              U S A       art collector                   EB80 JU

29 Aug 1848-1928   150   Sarah Elliott                 U S A       novelist  suffragist            CW NAW         

30 Aug 1898-1992   100   Shirley Booth                 U S A       actress                         EB93*

Deaths

1860- 3 Aug 1948    50   Clara Collet                  Britain     social economist  feminist      JU WW           

1855-19 Aug 1948    50   Rosalind Paget                Britain     midwife  nurse                  EV WW

1865-26 Aug 1948    50   Maud Ballington Booth         U S A       founder Volunteers of America   EB 

1872-30 Aug 1948    50   Alice Salomon                 Germany     educator  feminist              EB

BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN

extract from the writer's  "1200 Birthdays for the 1990s"

* Persons portrayed on UN medals struck in the 1970s  at the initiative of the writer

DoB  Age in 1998    Woman of distinction        Country         "First", Other Achievements or Position      Reference   

 1 Aug 1916   82    Anne Hebert                 Canada          Poet  novelist                                 

 1 Aug 1923   75    Beatrice Medicine           U S A           Native American anthropologist                 CW     

----

#CW  Celebrate Women  Birthday calendar of 1500 US women  1985/93  Margaret Zierdt 701 Roxboro Rd Rockville MD 20850

 DO  Dictionary of Opera  ISBN 0-356-09700-5  Charles Osborne  McDonald  London  1983

DWC  New Grove Dictionary of (875) Women Composers  ISBN 0-333-515986  ed Julie Anne Sadie  Macmillan London 1994

WCG  (100) Women Composers in Germany  ed Roswitha Sperber  Inter Nationes  Bonn  1996

 EB  Encyclopaedia Britannica 1994 edition, or earlier Annual or Book of the Year (for events of previous year)

IWA  Indian Women through the Ages  ISBN 81-7488-143-3  5 vols  ed O P Ralhan  Amnol Publ  New Delhi 110 002  1995

IWW  International Who's Who 1990-91  Europa Publications  London  54th edition

 JU  Macmillan Dictionary of [1750] Women's Biography  ISBN 0-333-45303-4  Jennifer Uglow  Macmillan  2nd edition 1989

 WL  Bloomsbury Guide to [4000] Women's Literature   ISBN 0 7475 0895 X  ed Claire Buck  Bloomsbury London  1992

AWW  Africa Who's Who  ISBN 0-903274-23-X  ed Raph Uwechue  Africa Books  3 Galena Rd London W6 0LT  3rd edition 1996

 WW  Who's Who 1897-1996 (includes 3600 women) ISBN 0-71-364519-9  A & C Black / Oxford Univ Press CD-Rom  Sept 1996         

WWP  Who's Who of (1500) Women in World Politics  ISBN 0-86291-627-5  Bowker-Saur  London  1st edition  1991 

WWW  International Who's Who of [5500] Women  ISBN 1-85743-027-1  Europa Publications  London  2nd edition  Feb 1997         
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN   continued

DoB  Age in 1998    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata   

 2 Aug 1942   56    Isabel Allende              Chile           Novelist  playwright                           EB96        

 2 Aug 1947   51    Ruth Bakke                  Norway          Organist  composer                             

 3 Aug 1908   90    Brigit Cullberg             Sweden          Dancer  choreographer                          JU      

 3 Aug 1920   78    Phyllis Dorothy (PD) James  Britain         Novelist                                       WWW    

 3 Aug 1928   70    Else Barth                  Netherlands     Philosopher  feminist                          IWW         

 3 Aug 1935   63    Catherine Lalumiere         France          Secretary General  Council of Europe 1989-94               

 4 Aug 1900   98    Elizabeth                   Britain         Queen Consort 1936-52; Queen Mother 1952-      EB76 JU    

 4 Aug 1936   62    Assia Djebar                Algeria         Novelist                                       EB 

 4 Aug 1951   47    Patricia Volk               N Ireland       Sculptor                                      

 5 Aug 1906   92    Joan Hickson                Britain         Actress                                        

 5 Aug 1908   90    Miriam Rothschild           Britain         Entomologist                                   WWW

 5 Aug 1939   56   *Princess Irene              Netherlands     Philanthropist                                 WWW    

 6 Aug 1902   96    Monica Golding              Britain         Army nurse                                     WW  

 7 Aug 1920   78    Francoise Adret             France          Choreographer                                  WWW      

 7 Aug 1947   51    QIN Bailan                  China           Painter                                        

 7 Aug 1952   46    Maria del Carmen Cortes     Chile           Architect                                      WWW 

 7 Aug 1959   39    Shungicu Uchida             Japan           Cartoonist  novelist                           EB95

 8 Aug 1910   88    Ruhiyyih Rabbani            Canada          "Hand of the Cause"  Baha'i Faith              

 8 Aug 1932   66    Ruth Lechte                 Australia       Environmentalist  Founder South Pacific YWCAs  

 8 Aug 1950   48    Synne Skouen                Norway          Composer                                       

 9 Aug 1913   85    Alicia Penalba              France          Sculptor  weaver                               DA     

 9 Aug 1914   84    Tove Marika Jansson         Finland         Writer  illustrator                            EB WWW

 9 Aug 1922   76    Mildred Robbins Leet        U S A           Founder  Trickle Up Development Program 1979   WWW    

 9 Aug 1962   36    Nadezhda Mihailova          Bulgaria        Philologist  Minister of Foreign Affairs 1997-

 9 Aug 1963   35    Whitney Houston             U S A           Singer                                         EB95       

10 Aug 1926   72    Marie-Claire Alain          France          Organist                                       WWW         

10 Aug 1933   65    Elizabeth Butler-Sloss      Britain         Lord Justice of Appeal  1988-                  IWW JU     

10 Aug 1942   56    Jeanne E Bell               Britain         Pathologist;  organizer  Bosnia Direct Aid

11 Aug 1937   61    Anna Massey                 Britain         Actress                                        WWW     

11 Aug 1942   56    Pitaloosie Saila            Canada          Inuit printmaker  Cape Dorset                  

12 Aug 1928   70    Fatima Meer                 South Africa    Sociologist  anti-apartheid activist           AWW JU  

12 Aug 1932   66   *Sirikit                     Thailand        Queen Consort 1950-  philanthropist            JU          

12 Aug 1933   65    Anita Gradin                Sweden          Euro Commissioner Immigration & Legal 1995-99  

13 Aug 1911   87    Phulrenu Guha               India           Social worker                                  IWW         

13 Aug 1933   65    Vyjayantimala Bali          India           Classical dancer                               IWA

13 Aug 1943   55    Ertha Pascal-Trouillot      Haiti           Judge; President of Republic 1990-91           IWW         

14 Aug 1909   89    Martha Kneale               Britain         Philosopher                                                

14 Aug 1915   83    Mary Fedden                 Britain         Painter                                        WW     

14 Aug 1928   70    Lina Wertmuller             Italy           Film director                                  EB JU WWW   

14 Aug 1952   46    Debbie Meyer                U S A           Olympic swimming champion                      CW     

15 Aug 1906   92    Suzanne Bastid              France          International lawyer                           IWW         

15 Aug 1912   86    Julia Child                 U S A           Cook                                           EB CW     

15 Aug 1912   86    Wendy Hiller                Britain         Actress                                        EB      

15 Aug 1920   78    Judy Cassab                 Australia       Painter                                        HEB  WWW

15 Aug 1926   72    Raili Pietilä               Finland         Architect                              

15 Aug 1953   55    Dagmar Platilova            Czech Rep       Harpist                                        WWW

15 Aug 1945   53    Khaleda Zia                 Bangladesh      Prime Minister  1991-6                         EB92 WWW    

15 Aug 1950   48    Princess Anne               Britain         President  Save the Children Fund  1971-       JU      

15 Aug 1963   35    Lisa Opie                   Britain         Squash player                                  WWW

16 Aug 1945   53    Suzanne Farrell             U S A           Ballerina                                      EB91 JU     

16 Aug 1947   51    Carol Moseley-Braun         U S A           Senator for Illinois  1993-98                  EB93        

16 Aug 1948   50    Katharine Hamnett           Britain         Fashion designer                               WWW JU

16 Aug 1978   20    FU Mingxia                  China           Diver                                          EB
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN   continued

DoB  Age in 1998    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata   

17 Aug 1920   78    Rebecca Mphahlele           South Africa    Social work pioneer                           

17 Aug 1929   69    Rebecca Posner              Britain         Romance philologist                            WW  

18 Aug 1912   86    Josephine Barnes            Britain         Gynecologist; Pres British Medical Assn'79     JU      

18 Aug 1937   61    Sheila Anne Cassidy         Britain         Physician; Chilean political prisoner          IWW         

19 Aug 1914   84    Rose Heilbron               Britain         (first woman) High Court Judge                 WW  

19 Aug 1947   41    Marta Sebestyen             Hungary         Folk singer                                      

20 Aug 1920   78    Helen Muir                  Britain         Rheumatologist                                 WWW

20 Aug 1922   76    Gaositwe Chiepe             Botswana        Educator; Minister for Foreign Affairs         WW  

20 Aug 1968   30    Kay Espenhayn               Germany         Paralympic swimming champion                   

21 Aug 1912   86    Natalya Dudinskaya          Russia          Ballerina                                      IWW JU     

21 Aug 1930   68    Eva Vecsei                  Canada          Architect                                      JU WWW

21 Aug 1933   65    Janet Baker                 Britain         Mezzo-soprano                                  EB DO IWW 

22 Aug 1935   63    E Annie Proulx              U S A           Novelist                                       CW EB95

22 Aug 1949   49    Diana Nyad                  U S A           Marathon swimmer                               CW     

23 Aug 1941   57    Janet Marjorie Davidson     New Zealand     Archeologist  ethnologist                      IWW         

23 Aug 1942   56    Patricia McBride            U S A           Ballerina                                      EB   

23 Aug 1944   54    Antonia Coello Novello      U S A           Pediatrician; (first woman) Surgeon General    EB91        

24 Aug 1938   60    Angie Brooks                Liberia         Lawyer; President UN General Assembly 1969     JU      

24 Aug 1964   34    Sanda Dubravcic-Simunjak    Croatia         Ice skater  doctor                             WWW

25 Aug 1927   71    Althea Gibson               U S A           Tennis player                                  EB CW JU        

25 Aug 1962   36    Taslima Nasrin              Bangladesh      Feminist  author                               EB95

26 Aug 1935   63    Geraldine Ferraro           U S A           First woman Vice-Presidential candidate 1984   CW WWW

27 Aug 1919   79    Isabel de Madariaga         Britain         Historian                                      WWW         

27 Aug 1932   66    Antonia Fraser              Britain         Historian                                      IWW         

27 Aug 1945   53    Eva Quistorp                Germany         Theologian  Green politician                   WWW         

28 Aug 1924   74    Janet Frame                 New Zealand     Writer                                         EB WWW

28 Aug 1934   64    Sujata Manohar              India           Judge  Supreme Court 1993-                     

28 Aug 1949   49    Imogen Cooper               Britain         Concert pianist                                WWP   

28 Aug 1952   46    Rita Dove                   U S A           (first woman) Poet Laureate  1993-             

28 Aug 1971   27    Janet Evans                 U S A           Swimmer                                        WWW

28 Aug 1982   18    LeAnn Rimes                 U S A           Country-music singer                           EB98

29 Aug 1926   72    Helene Ahrweiler            Greece          Historian; President of Sorbonne  1979-81      JU      

29 Aug 1945   53    Wyomia Tyus                 U S A           Sprinter                                       EB          

30 Aug 1906   92    Elizabeth Longford          Britain         Historical writer                              HEB WW

30 Aug 1935   63    Silvia Earle                U S A           Marine botanist  deep sea explorer             

30 Aug 1941   57    Sue MacGregor               South Africa    Presenter  BBC Woman's Hour 1972-87            WW     

31 Aug 1919   79    Amrita Pritam               India           Poet  novelist                                 WWW

31 Aug 1979   19    Tracy Wiscombe              Britain         Paralympic swimming champion                   

Persons in earlier birthday lists who have since died  and some of whose names may now be found in the author's

"2500 Distinguished Women of History:   50- and 100-year Anniversaries  1981-2010

 2 Aug 1905-93      Myrna Loy                   U S A           Actress                                        EB          

 3 Aug 1905-95      Maggie Kuhn                 U S A           Founder Gray Panthers elderly rights movement  CW EB96     

 5 Aug 1910-96      Jacquetta Hawkes            Britain         Archeologist  writer                           WWW

 7 Aug 1913-97      Nancy Seear                 Britain         Women's rights legislator                      WW

15 Aug 1898-1982   *Lillian Carter              U S A           Nurse  overseas volunteer                      EB83       

18 Aug 1900-90      Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit       India           Politician; President UN Gen Assembly 1953     JU      

27 Aug 1910-97     *Mother Teresa (of Calcutta) India           Founder  Missionaries of Charity  1950-97      EB76- JU

30 Aug 1908-96      Leonor Fini                 Argentina       Painter                                        IWW JU      

PAGE  
2

