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                                                                    INTRODUCTION


In this third issue of Parity Democrat, in the inside pages, I highlight the April 1997 dates from my four anniversary lists, namely seven dates from "Women's Empowerment in the 1990s", eight from "Democracy in the 1990s", seven from  "Centenaries of 2200 Distinguished Women of History", and 73  from "Birthdays of 900 Distinguished Living Women". 


In 1996  I began a fifth list, that of anniversaries of political integrity, using as a lead the bicentenary on 18 September of George Washington's farewell address in 1796, when he refused a third four-year presidential term, on the grounds that he wanted to break completely with the former monarchical regime.  Such anniversaries of political principle appear few and far between, but I have been able to list one for 5 April, the date 15 years ago in 1982  when the British Foreign Secretary  Lord Carrington accepted responsibility for the failure of his government's Falklands policy, and resigned.  I know of no similar act in British politics since, but many occasions when such resignations were far more warranted.


I have looked hard for such examples, before and after my own resignation, on 8March 1980, from FAO and the UN system, to work for their democratic regeneration.  I resigned after three years working from within for reform, and finding that no one senior to me  was ready  so to stand up for principle, but also after recognizing that UN Secretariat heads were prone to become as unaccountable  as the 100 of 150 UN member regimes which imprisoned, tortured, raped, or murdered their civilian opponents.  In his Historical Essays and Studies  Lord Acton wrote that "all power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely".  I have learned to live out its corollary, that integrity leaves one poorer, and absolute integrity leaves one destitute.  Happily my integrity is flawed.

                                           [image: image1.jpg]




Returning to distinguished women of history, 2 April 1997 marks the 350th anniversary of the birth in 1647 of Maria Sibylla Merian, the engraver and naturalist, who is portrayed on the German 500 Mark note issued in 1992  and illustrated here.  Germany, and Australia, are the first countries deliberately to portray four distinguished women and four distinguished men on their banknotes.  I do not claim credit for this choice  because, of the four women portrayed, only the writer Bettina von Arnim  1785-1859, on the 5 mark note, was named in the centenary lists  I took to the Bundesbank or sent regularly to Frankfurt in the 1980s.  


Finally I include on page 4 of this monthly record  one of the tabulations I prepare annually, those of women's advancement, political rights and civil liberties throughout the world, the second two drawn up since 1973 by Freedom House in New York, and the first which I have added since 1989.
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ANNIVERSARIES of WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT:  April 1997

extract from the writer’s “500 Women's Anniversaries for the 1990s"

Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary                                       

Tue  1 Apr  Islamabad         Pakistan              60  Votes for Women                           

Fri 14 Apr  Cambridge/London  Britain              100  Barbara Wootton  social scientist  1897-1988  born

Sun 27 Apr  Atlanta           U S A                 70  Coretta Scott King  civil rights campaigner  born 1927   

Wed 30 Apr  Manila            Philippines           60  Votes for Women                           

Occasions for Remembrance

Wed 23 Apr  Blida  Algeria    Moslem world           1  Islamic terrorist murder of Ouardia Chekiret before her pupils

            Lisbon            Portugal              25  Arrest of the Three Marias  proto-feminist writers

            World             International         40  Thalidomide first prescribed for pregnant women

ANNIVERSARIES of DEMOCRACY:  April 1997

extract from the writer’s “600 Anniversaries for the 1990s Decade of Democracy"

Fri  4 Apr  Montreal          United Nations        50  International Civil Aviation Organization 

Sun  6 Apr  Gdansk            Poland              1000  First record of Urbs Gyddanyzc in 997

Thu 10 Apr  Oxford England    International         50  Liberal International 

Mon 21 Apr  Rome              Italy Europe World  2750  Foundation of Rome in 753 BC

Sun 27 Apr  Oslo              South Pacific         50  Kon-Tiki expedition sets off from Callao in Peru

Occasions for Remembrance

Fri 18 Apr  Qana  Lebanon     Israel                 1  Killing of 102 civilian refugees, and displacement of

                                                         further 500 000, in breach of Geneva Conventions

Sat 26 Apr  Guernica Spain    Germany               60  Nazi bombing and killing of nearly 1000 civilians 

Tue 29 Apr  Burundi           United Nations        25  UN Secretary General ignores Tutsi genocide of Hutu     

ANNIVERSARIES of POLITICAL INTEGRITY:   April 1997

Sat  5 Apr  London            Britain               15  Carrington resigns, accepting Falklands responsibility

50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY:  April 1997

extract from the writer's  "2200 Women's Anniversaries 1981-2005"

Country        Woman of distinction          Main Activity                       Lived         Anniversary  Reference#

Germany        Maria Sibylla Merian          painter  engraver  naturalist  2.4.1647-1717       350.birth   DA

Ireland        Mainie Jellett                painter                       20.4.1897-1944       100.birth   DA            

United Kingdom Flora Annie Steel             novelist  school inspector     2.4.1847-1929       150.birth   WW

               Barbara Wootton               social scientist              14.4.1897-1988       100.birth   JU   

United States  Willa Cather                  novelist                           1873-24.4.1947   50.death   JU NAW EB*

               Susan Dimock                  physician  surgeon            24.4.1847-75         150.birth   CW            

               Penina Moise                  poet  Jewish hymn writer      23.4.1797-1880       200.birth   CW            

BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN:  April 1997

extract from the writer's  "900 Birthdays for the 1990s"

* Persons portrayed on UN medals struck in the 1970s  at the initiative of the writer

DoB  Age in 1997    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Reference   

 1 Apr 1940   57    Wangari Maathai             Kenya           Environmentalist; feminist                     WWW    

 1 Apr 1965   32    Kristin Holm                Norway          Composer                                       

 2 Apr 1930   67    Tapi Omas Ihromi-Simatupang Indonesia       Anthropologist                                 WWW   

 2 Apr 1955   42    Maha Chakri Sirindhorn      Thailand        Princess; noted welfare worker                             

 3 Apr 1934   63    Jane Goodall                Britain         Ethologist; Britannica Award 1989              EB89  JU

----

#CW  Celebrate Women  Birthday calendar of 1500 US women  1985/93  Margaret Zierdt 701 Roxboro Rd Rockville MD 20850

 DA  Dictionary of Art  ISBN 1-884446-00-0   34 vols  ed Jane Turner  Macmillan  London  1996

 DO  Dictionary of Opera  ISBN 0-356-09700-5  Charles Osborne  McDonald  London  1983

DWC  New Grove Dictionary of (875) Women Composers  ISBN 0-333-515986  ed Julie Anne Sadie  Macmillan London 1994

 EB  Encyclopaedia Britannica 1994 edition, or earlier Annual or Book of the Year (for events of previous year)

 JU  Macmillan Dictionary of [1750] Women's Biography  ISBN 0-333-45303-4  Jennifer Uglow  Macmillan  2nd edition 1989

NAW  Notable American Women 1607-1950  3 vols  Edward T James  Harvard Belknap paperback 1971

IWW  International Who's Who 1990-91  Europa Publications  London  54th edition

WWW  International Who's Who of [5000] Women  ISBN 0-946653-85-2  Europa Publications  London  1st edition  Sept 1992         

 WW  Who's Who 1897-1996 (includes 5600 women) ISBN 0-71-364519-9  A & C Black / Oxford Univ Press CD-Rom  Sept 1996         
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN:  April 1997

DoB  Age in 1997    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Reference   

 3 Apr 1946   51    Hanna Suchocka              Poland          Economist; Prime Minister 1992-93              WWW EB93

 4 Apr 1928   69    Maya Angelou                U S A           Author  civil rights worker                    JU      

 4 Apr 1931   66    Catherine Tizard            New Zealand     Governor General  1990-1995                                

 4 Apr 1969   28    Marla Runyon                U S A           Paralympic blind heptathlete champion          

 6 Apr 1923   74    Shoshana Netanyahu          Israel          Justice  Supreme Court 1982-                   WWW        

 6 Apr 1935   62    Elisabeth Rehn              Finland         Educator; Minister of Defence 1990-94          WWW

 6 Apr 1973   24    Rebecca Lobo                U S A           Basketball player  community worker            EB96

 8 Apr 1920   77    Carmen McRae                U S A           Jazz vocalist                                  EB   

 8 Apr 1927   70    Lois Wilson                 Canada          (first woman) Moderator  United Church Canada  WWW

 8 Apr 1948   49    Barbara Young               Britain         Chief Exec  Royal Society Protection of Birds  

10 Apr 1930   67    Dolores Huerta              U S A           Chicana labor leader                           CW     

10 Apr 1937   58    Bella Akhatovna Akhmadulina Russia          Poet                                           EB IWW JU   

12 Apr 1920   77    Norma Walmsley              Canada          Founder  Match (third world women's network)            

12 Apr 1933   64    Montserrat Caballé          Spain           Soprano  Unesco goodwill ambassador            EB DO WWW

12 Apr 1935   62    Wendy Savage                Britain         Obstetrician; Pres Medical Women's Federation  WWW

13 Apr 1909   88    Eudora Welty                U S A           Short story writer                             CW JU       

13 Apr 1913   84    Isabel Aretz                Venezuela       Ethnomusicologist  composer                    DWC 

13 Apr 1925   72    Hilda Dianda                Argentina       Composer                                       DWC    

13 Apr 1926   71    Mavis Gwendolyn Gilmour     Jamaica         Surgeon;  Minister of Education 1980-86        IWW         

13 Apr 1940   57    Najma Heptulla              India           (Dep) Chair  Rajya Sabha (Council of States)   WWW

13 Apr 1941   56    Margaret Price              Britain         Soprano                                        DO WWW  

14 Apr 1933   64    Susan Davies                Britain         Photographer  gallery director                 WWW         

14 Apr 1970   27    Ellen Hyman                 U S A           Paralympic discus champion                     

15 Apr 1930   67    Vigdis Finnbogadottir       Iceland         Theatre producer; President  1980-96           EB81  JU

16 Apr 1913   84    Constance Shacklock         Britain         Mezzo-soprano                                  

16 Apr 1933   64    Joan Bakewell               Britain         Broadcaster  writer                            

16 Apr 1940   57    Margrethe II                Denmark         Queen  1972-  archeologist  artist             JU      

16 Apr 1974   23    Daniela Pohl                Germany         Paralympic swimming champion                   

17 Apr 1916   81   *Sirimavo Bandaranaike       Sri Lanka       Prime Minister  1960-65  1970-77  1994-        JU      

17 Apr 1940   57    Anja Silja                  Germany         Soprano                                        DO WWW      

17 Apr 1946   51    Clare Francis               Britain         Round-the-World sailor 1977/8  ME sufferer     JU      

17 Apr 1950   47    Ase Hedstrom                Norway          Composer  music festival organizer             

18 Apr 1910   87    Sylvia Fisher               Australia       Soprano                                        DO       

19 Apr

20 Apr 1939   58    Gro Harlem BRUNDTLAND       Norway          Prime Minister  1981, 1986-89, 1990-           EB87  JU

21 Apr 1922   75    Valerie Andre               France          Flying doctor  (first woman) army general      JU WWW

21 Apr 1926   71    Elizabeth II                Britain         Head of the Commonwealth  1952-                EB67- JU  

21 Apr 1970   27    Jeanette Esling             Britain         Paralympic swimming champion                   

22 Apr 1909   88    Rita Levi-Montalcini        Italy           Embryologist; Nobel Prize 1986                 EB JU

22 Apr 1917   80    Yvette Chauvire             France          Ballerina                                      WWW    

22 Apr 1930   67    Gudrun Lund                 Denmark         Composer                                       

22 Apr 1935   62    Rita Johnson                Canada          Provincial Premier  British Columbia 1991-92   

22 Apr 1954   43    Birgit Pohl                 Germany         Paralympic discus champion                     

23 Apr 1928   69   *Shirley Temple Black        U S A           Child film star  environmentalist              EB77    

23 Apr 1951   46    Ann Marie Fudge             U S A           Black Achiever businesswoman                   EB96

24 Apr 1913   84    Violet Archer               Canada          Composer                                       WWW      

24 Apr 1918   79    Elisabeth Mann Borgese      Canada          Political scientist  oceanographer             WWW         

24 Apr 1931   66    Bridget Riley               Britain         Painter                                        EB JU WWW

24 Apr 1942   55    Barbra Streisand            U S A           Singer  actress                                EB 

24 Apr 1944   53    Christine Ockrent           Belgium         Broadcaster                                    WWW                       

25 Apr 1923   74    Anita Bjork                 Sweden          Actress                                        IWW JU     

25 Apr 1946   51    Beverley Hall-Alleyne       Jamaica         Linguist                                       WWW 

26 Apr 1918   79    Fanny Blankers-Koen         Netherlands     Athlete; 4 x gold medallist 1948 Olympics      JU     

26 Apr 1942   55    Benedita da Silva           Brazil          Mayor of Rio de Janeiro  1992-                 WWW

27 Apr 1927   70   *Coretta Scott King          U S A           Civil rights campaigner                        WWW         

27 Apr 1937   60    ZHANG Jie                   China           Novelist                                       JU WWW 

27 Apr 1941   46    Judith Blegen               U S A           Soprano                                        DO WWW

27 Apr 1969   28    Darcey Bussell              Britain         Ballerina                                      EB96

28 Apr 1947   50    Nicola LeFanu               Britain         Composer                                       JU WWW

29 Apr 1924   73    Zizi Jeanmaire              France          Dancer  actress  singer                        WWW    

29 Apr 1942   55    Lynda Chalker               Britain         Minister for Overseas Development  1990-       WWW   

29 Apr 1943   54    Brenda Dean                 Britain         Trade unionist                                 WWW JU

30 Apr 1909   88    Juliana                     Netherlands     Queen 1948-80                                  EB 

30 Apr 1939   56    Ellen Taaffe Zwilich        U S A           Composer  violinist                            DWC WWW

30 Apr 1944   53    Lydia Mordkovitch           Israel          Violinist                                      IWW         

Persons in earlier birthday lists who have since died and whose names may now be found in the author's

"2200 Distinguished Women of History:   50- and 100-year Anniversaries  1981-2005

 4 Apr 1914-96      Marguerite Duras            France          Writer  film director                          EB IWW JU   

25 Apr 1918-96      Ella Fitzgerald             U S A           Jazz singer                                    EB IWW JU   

26 Apr 1922-93      Jeanne Sauvé                Canada          Journalist; Governor-General  1984-89          EB81  JU

28 Apr 1912-95      Odette Churchill Hallowes   Britain         Wartime agent  concentration camp survivor     IWW JU     
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WOMEN'S ADVANCEMENT (WA), POLITICAL RIGHTS (PR)  and CIVIL LIBERTIES (CL)  in 221 COUNTRIES:  1996/1997

comprising 185 UN Member Governments, * 6 other Sovereign States, and # 30 Dependent, Occupied or Other Territories

 Country      WA PR CL   Country       WA PR CL   Country       WA PR CL   Country     WA PR CL   Country        WA PR CL   Country        WA PR CL

 Afghanistan  7  7  7    Colombia      4  4  4    Haiti         4  4+ 5    Macedonia   5  4  3    Peru           5  4+ 3+   Thailand       5  3  3+

 Albania      5 ?4- 4?   Comoros       6  4  4    Honduras      4  3  3    Madagascar  4+ 2  4    Philippines    4  2  3+   Togo           6  6  5 

 Algeria      6  6  6    Congo         5  3  3    Hungary       4  1  2    Malawi      4  2  3    Poland         3  1  2   *Tonga          5  5  3 

 Andorra      3  1  1    Costa Rica    3  1  2                             Malaysia    5  4  5    Portugal       3  1  1    Trinidad & Tob 3  1  2 

 Angola       6  6  6    Cote d'Ivoire 5  6  5    Iceland       2  1  1    Maldives    5  6  6    # Macao        5  6  4    Tunisia        6  6  5 

 Antigua & B  5  4  3    Croatia       6  4  4    India         4+ 2+ 4    Mali        4  2  2+                             Turkey         4  4+ 5      

 Argentina    4  2  3    Cuba          5  7  7    # Kashmir     6  7  7    Malta       4  1  1    Qatar          7  7  6    # North Cyprus 5  4  2 

 Armenia      6  5- 4    Cyprus        4  1  1    Indonesia     5  7  5+   Marshalls   3  1  1                              Turkmenistan   7  7  7 

 # Nagorno-K  6  6  6    Czech Rep     4  1  2    # East Timor  6  7  7    Mauritania  6  6  6    Romania        5  2+ 3   *Tuvalu         4  1  1 

 Australia    3  1  1                             # Irian Jaya  6  7  7    Mauritius   3  1  2    Russia         5  3  4                           

 # Christmas  5  3  2    Denmark       3  1  1    Iran          6+ 6  7    Mexico      4  4  3+   Rwanda         5  7  6    Uganda         4  4+ 4 

 Austria      3  1  1    Djibouti      6  5  6    Iraq          7  7  7    Micronesia  4  1  1                              Ukraine        5  3  4 

 Azerbaijan   6  6  5+   Dominica      3  1  1    # Kurdistan   5  6- 6-   Moldova     4+ 3+ 4    St Kitts-Nevis 4  1  2    Un Arab Emirs  6  6  5 

                         Dominican Rep 3  3+ 3    Ireland       2  1  1    # Trsdnistr 5  6  6    Saint Lucia    4  1  2                           

 Bahamas      3  1  2                             Israel        3  1  3    Monaco      4  2  1    St Vincent     4  2  1    United Kingdom 3  1  2 

 Bahrain      7  7- 6    Ecuador       4  2  4-   # Occ Territ  4  6  5    Mongolia    5  2  3    San Marino     3  1  1    # Guernsey     4  2  1 

 Bangladesh   4+ 2+ 4    Egypt         5  6  6    Italy         3  1  2    Morocco     6  5  5    Sao Tome & Pr  4  1  2    # Jersey       3  2  1 

 Barbados     3  1  1    El Salvador   5  3  3                             # W Sahara  6  7  6    Saudi Arabia   7  7  7    # N Ireland    4  4  3 

 Belarus      5  6- 6-   Eq Guinea     6  7  7    Jamaica       3  2  3    Mozambique  5  3  4    Senegal        5  4  4+   # Anguilla     3+ 2  1 

 Belgium      4- 1  2-   Eritrea       5  6  4    Japan         3  1  2                           Seychelles     3  3  3    # Falklands    3  2  1 

 Belize       4  1  1    Estonia       3  1+ 2    Jordan        5  4  4    Namibia     4  2  3    Sierra Leone   5  4+ 5+   # Hong Kong    5  4  2 

 Benin        4  2  2    Ethiopia      6  4  5                            *Nauru       4  1  3    Singapore      4  4+ 5    # St Helena    3  2  1 

 Bhutan       6  7  7                             Kazakstan     6  6  5    Nepal       5  3  4    Slovakia       4  2  4-                          

 Bolivia      5  2  3+   Fiji          4  4  3    Kenya         6  7  6    Netherlands 3  1  1    Slovenia       3  1  2    United States  2  1  1 

 Bosnia-H     7  5+ 5+   Finland       2  1  1   *Kiribati      4  1  1    # Aruba     4  2  1    Solomons       4  1  2    # N Marianas   4  1  2 

 Botswana     4  2  2    France        3  1  2    Korea DPR     6  7  7    # Net Antil 3  1  2    Somalia        6  7  7    # Puerto Rico  4  1  2 

 Brazil       4  2  4    # N Caledonia 4  3- 2    Korea Rep     4  2  2    New Zealand 2  1  1    South Africa   3  1  2    Uruguay        4  1+ 2 

 Brunei       7  7  5    # Reunion     4  2  2    Kuwait        6  5  5    # Cook Isl  4  1  2    Spain          3  1  2    Uzbekistan     6  7  6+                       

 Bulgaria     4  2  3-   # Wallis & F  4  2  2    Kyrgyzstan    5  4  4    Nicaragua   4  3+ 3+   Sri Lanka      4  3+ 5                            

 Burkina Faso 5  5  4                                                      Niger       6  7- 5    Sudan          6+ 7  7    Vanuatu        4  1  3  

 Burma-Myanma 6  7  7    Gabon         5  5  4    Laos          6  7  6    Nigeria     5  7  6+   Suriname       5+ 3  3    Venezuela      4  2+ 3  

 Burundi      5  7- 7    Gambia        5  7  6    Latvia        4  2  2    Norway      2  1  1    Swaziland      6  6  5    Viet Nam       5  7  7                      

                         Georgia       6  4  4+   Lebanon       6  6  5                           Sweden         1  1  1                                                                         

 Cambodia     6  6  6    Germany       2  1  2    Lesotho       5  4  4    Oman        6  6  6   *Switzerland    3  1  1    W Samoa        4  2  2 

 Cameroon     5  7  5    Ghana         4+ 3+ 4    Liberia       6  7  6    Pakistan    6  4- 5    Syria          6  7  7                           

 Canada       2  1  1    Greece        3  1  3    Libya         6  7  7    Palau       4  1  2                              Yemen          6  5  6 

 Cape Verde   3  1  2    Grenada       4  1  2    Liechtenstein 3  1  1    # Palestine 5  5  6   *Taiwan         4  2+ 2+   Yugoslavia     7  6  6                                            

 Central Afr  5  3  5-   Guatemala     5  3+ 4+   Lithuania     4  1  2    Panama      4  2  3    Tajikistan     6  7  7    # Kosova       6  7  7                      

 Chad         6  6  5    Guinea        5  6  5    Luxembourg    3  1  1    Papua N G   5  2  4    Tanzania       5  5  5                                                    

 Chile        3  2  2    Guinea-Bissau 5  3  4                             # Bougnvlle 5  6  6                              Zaire          7  7  6  

 China        5  7  7    Guyana        4  2  2                             Paraguay    5  4  3                              Zambia         5  5- 4  

 # Tibet      6  7  7                                                                                                       Zimbabwe       5  5  5 

Notes:  In the above evaluations, 1 represents the highest degree of freedom  and 7 the lowest.  The evaluation of Political Rights (PR)  and Civil Liberties (CL)  is that made annually since 1973 by Freedom House  (120 Wall Street  New York NY 10005).  The ratings are published in the yearbook "Freedom in the World  1996-1997", ISBN 0-932088-83-X, and in the bimonthly journal "Freedom Review"  for January / February 1997.  The Freedom House yearbooks provide a 21-point checklist, and country-by-country narratives, in support of their evaluation of political rights and civil liberties.  The  +  and  -  signs represent substantive increases or decreases in freedom since the January 1996 evaluations.  The ?? , in the case of Albania, indicate a decline into anarchy since the ratings were re-evaluated in January 1997.           

        There is not yet a similar systematic, independent and annual evaluation of Women's Advancement  (WA).  The ratings used here are those updated annually from a list supplied by the author for "Freedom in the World 1988-1989".  They are based on several sources:   the (99)Country Rankings of the Status of Women, published in 1988 by the Population Crisis Committee in Washington; the 20 country or regional monographs published by Change in London;  the 5 regional reports on women  by women  published by the Minority Rights Group in London;  the (100 developing) Country Profiles published monthly since 1980 by the New Internationalist in Oxford; and Amnesty International's 134-page study "Human Rights are Women's Rights", ISBN 0-86210-242-1, published on 8 March 1995;  supplemented by the writer's work for women's advancement  and travel in 192 of the above 221 states and territories.

       Any systematic survey would take into account  parameters in at least four categories:  the physical, legal and economic independence of women;   the absolute numbers for women of such indicators as teen marriage, maternal mortality, fertility rate, and spouse abandonment;  the female/male ratio in infant mortality, in primary, secondary and tertiary education, in employment and earnings, and in representation in the professions  and media, the legislature, judiciary and executive;   and the incidence of hardship or crime endured solely or mainly by girls and women, such as infanticide, child abuse, genital mutilation, child prostitution, white slavery, rape, dowry murder  and wife-battering. 

      Also  a systematic survey would have its ratings weighted according to more fundamental human parameters, in particular life expectancy.  Thus, in a country where life expectancy at birth was less than 45, as in Guinea, the nutrition, health and education of girls and women would be paramount;  in countries where life expectancy was under 60, as in India, the employment and economic independence of women would be more important;  while in countries where life expectancy was more than 75, as in Cuba, the political representation and empowerment of women would be of more significance.   Only one country, Sweden, receives the highest 1 rating, following a series of measures culminating in 48% representation in Stockholm City Council in September 1994  and a cabinet of parity democracy  (11 women ministers, 11 men)  formed on 3 October 1994 and again on 15 March 1996.
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