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Newsletter 31 to Friends:  28 November 2005


The first person to wish me a happy birthday today, my 71st, was Jose, the Catalan policemen who, at 00.15, had finished taking down the account of my camera being snatched from my neck, some ninety minutes earlier, near the Museum of Contemporary Art in Barcelona.  I had spent most of the day at the EuroMediterranean summit, but before and after the meeting I was taking pictures with my new digital camera of Barcelona's sculptural architecture.  Ironically, after having taken some 12 000 slides by 1980, I had then given up photography when my single-lens-reflex camera was stolen.


I had taken up photography again in April 2005, initially to enhance my website, and now to embellish my new studies in architecture.  Yes, in September 2005, I became a fulltime undergraduate again, hoping to parlay my longtime aesthetic pleasure in architecture into something practical, such as ramps for the disabled and young mothers, or centres for the oppressed, and generally to try and add a little beauty to the world.


A fuller account of my reasons for doing this is given in the November and December 2005 issues of The Parity Democrat, downloadable from my website.  What I had not realized in September, in addition to the cost of the books and the fees, was the many new subjects I would have to master, both technical such as a scientific calculator and programs like ArchiCAD and PowerPoint, and substantive such as English (contract) law, materials science and site analysis.  Hence the delay of this letter.


My travel also has been curtailed.  Thus for the first time in thirty years I did not attend in 2005 the Annual Meetings of the World Bank.  My first twelve-week semester fell during Britain's presidency of the European Union, so my only visit for a meeting abroad has been that to Barcelona, while for several meetings in Britain itself, I have attended for only one of the two days, and had to limit my participation, no longer with advance research papers, but only to questions.


Earlier in the year I did get to both Belgrade and Istanbul.  In Belgrade I attended the annual meeting of the European Bank, on the way there visiting Trieste and the new Balkan capitals of Ljubljana and Zagreb, and on the way back taking the 256-tunnel train ride down to the Adriatic, and visiting the wonderful Venetian cities of Dubrovnik, Split, Trogir, Sibenik and Zadar, and Udine and Treviso in Italy.


I went to Istanbul for the 22nd World Congress of Architecture.  Before it began I visited my distinguished artist friend Arnold Gross in Budapest, then the Black Sea port of Trabzon and the cliff monastery of Sumela, the Anatolian vernacular architecture of Amasya, Safranbolu and Yoruk Koyu, and the ancient city of Iznik (Nicea).  Not every house in Istanbul is as beautiful as Venice, but its mosques are as heavenly as the Venetian churches, and its hill and sea site even more spectacular.  


Unfortunately the Congress overlapped with the Gleneagles G8 summit, which turned out to be an access shambles, but now forgotten among the more memorable castles and gardens of Stirling and Edinburgh.  Also for an earlier weekend in November, I ryanaired off to Kaunus in Lithuania (for £26 all included), to visit Klaipeda (Memel) and the Curonian Spit (Courland).  The papers I did prepare for meetings and exhibitions in 2005 are listed separately.


Other places of beauty and wonder I visited in 2005 included the antebellum mansions of Natchez on the Mississippi;  the glorious cathedral of Milan and the adjacent high fashion district;  the orchid festival and the Chihuly glass sculptures in Kew Gardens;  the restored Chateau Malbrouck in France on the Luxembourg border, with its exhibition of dragons, protective as well as aggressive;  the new Sabiha Gokcen airport opposite Istanbul, so far the only one in the eastern hemisphere named after a woman pilot;  the Transporter Bridge (aerial ferry) in Newport approaching its 2006 centenary;  and the Plaza Mayor in Salamanca celebrating its 250th anniversary.  And, by now an annual, biennial or semi-annual occasion;  the pre-Carnival Thursday parade of costumes in Venice;  the hyacinths and tulips of Keukenhof in April;  and the Grand Place in Brussels.


Places of remembrance included the Civil War graves scattered over Vicksburg, also on the Mississippi;  the Women in Military Service Memorial at Arlington Cemetery in Washington;  the Suffragettes exhibit at Hampton Court Palace;  the American World War II cemetery in Luxembourg;  the centenary service for the Friends of the Elderly in Southwark cathedral;  the memorial in Dunblane to the 16 infants and their teacher slaughtered on 24 March 1996;  and the 60th anniversary of the ending of World War II, on Horseguards Parade in London.


On 8 March 2005, I reached the 25th anniversary of the Council for Parity Democracy, celebrated in July with a party given by my friends Lesley Abdela and Tim Symonds, at their Oast House next to Bateman's, Rudyard Kipling's home in East Sussex.  My photos of the celebration, and the bottles of Madeira, may be seen on the Silver Jubilee section of my website.


In 2006 Austria holds the presidency of the European Union for the first six months of the year, and Finland for the second half.  How often I shall travel, I can not now say, though both countries have major anniversaries of interest:  Finland the centenary of the women's vote on 30 July 2006, and Austria the 50th anniversary in November of the Red Cross relief operation for Hungarian refugees, for which I was the reports officer in 1956-57.  Also, the World Bank is holding its Annual Meetings in Singapore in September, just before my third semester, which is my main opportunity for having distinguished women of history portrayed on banknotes, now that, since 1998, I have been unable to pay the commercial fees demanded for attending the biennial Mint Directors Conference, to have women and democracy featured on coins.


Health:  With each year that passes, I become more chronologically challenged, but whether life from now on is more uphill or downhill, I have yet to work out.  Talking of which, one benefit of university is that it appears to be a slimming course, that is, I am keeping off, as well as losing, weight.  This may also be in part due to my (almost) daily porridge, topped off with olive oil, which makes me unhungry enough to skip lunch.  I did have one shock during the year, when breathlessness was combined with a sharp calf pain:  happily, an emergency ward scan for a non-DVT has taught me that I should assimilate such pains in the future.  Now my main worries, and pains, are a spur in my left heel and a twitch in my right knee, which have persisted for two months, and stopped me haring off in all directions.


Finances:  Similar restraint is imposed by my state pension and pension credit, now totaling £109.45 a week, from which I have to pay my £1225 university fees etc.  This year, in addition to the five friends who continue to make annual financial contributions to my work, and the ten who do this occasionally, other friends have bought for me both a faster printer and a second, standby networked computer.  For persons who would like to join such friends, Ryanair and the internet, in facilitating my work, the form below provides an opportunity for welcome generosity.


With all good wishes for 2006

                                                                                                                                        Raymond Lloyd

--------------------------------------------------------------
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PARITOCRACY & POLITICAL INTEGRITY:  CONFERENCE PAPERS 2005 

Papers available from the writer, at £5 or $10 per page

28 November 2005      Raymond Lloyd

Venue & Date           Meeting, Title of Paper  & Annexes

Newport                Democracy & Women's Empowerment in Europe & Africa   EU Council Paper 28a     

 1-2 September 2005      * Informal Meeting of European Foreign Ministers    10 pages: 40 copies printed  40 emailed   

 8-9 September 2005      * Informal Meeting of European Finance Ministers (ECOFIN)   Manchester   

9-12 September 2005      * Informal Meeting of European Agriculture Ministers   London   

                       A.  Women's Advancement, Political Rights & Civil Liberties in 222 Countries in 2004-05        1 p

                       B.  An Atlantic Rim Partnership for Democracy, Peace & Prosperity                              2 pp

                       C.  A 1960s World Development Decade, a prequel to the Millennium Development Goals            2 pp

                       D.  "The Parity Democrat"   ISSN 1367-6946:   Vol 9  No 9 for September 2005                   2 pp

                       E.  12 September postscript:  Questions on Democracy & Women's Advancement asked in Britain    2 pp

Gleneagles Scotland    Democracy in Africa and the Atlantic  G8 Summit Paper 9

  6-8 July 2005          * 31st Group of Eight Summit                        10 pages:  40 copies printed  40 emailed 1 p 

                       A.  Parity, Democracy, Dictatorship & Anarchy in the World's 192 Sovereign States in 2004-05   1 p

                       B.  A New Decade of Democracy  2005-2015                                                       2 pp

                       C.  An Atlantic Rim Partnership for Democracy, Peace & Prosperity                              2 pp

                       D.  "The Parity Democrat"   ISSN 1367-6946:   Vol 9  No 7 for July 2005                        2 pp

                       E.  8 July postscript:  Questions on Democracy & Women's Advancement asked in Gleneagles       2 pp

Istanbul               Women, Democracy, Money & Architecture
3-7 July 2005            * 22nd World Congress of Architecture                6 pages: 40 copies printed  40 emailed   

26 May-26 June 2005      * 2nd Architecture Biennale  Rotterdam                                                       1 p

                       A.  50 Women Architects in History and Today                                                   1 p

                       B.  20 Banknotes portraying architects                                                         1 p

                       C.  Parliaments on 40 coins                                                                    1 p

                       D.  40 Major Architectural & Institutional Anniversaries of the Democracies: 2005-2015         1 p

                       E.  50 City Centenaries  2005-2020                                                             1 p

Belgrade               Democracy, Women's Advancement & Money in Eastern Europe   Annual Meeting Paper 9           

22-23 May 2005           * European Bank (EBRD) 14th Board of Governors      11 pages: 40 copies printed  40 emailed  1 p

                       A.  40 Anniversaries of Democracy in Central & Eastern Europe:  2005                           1 p 

                       B.  35 Able Slovenian women proposed to head international organizations                       3 pp

                       C.  Banknotes portraying distinguished women of history circulating in eastern Europe          2 pp

                       D.  "The Parity Democrat"   ISSN 1367 6946:   Vol 9  No 6 for June 2005  (pp 1-2)              2 pp

                       E.  23 May postscript:   Questions on Democracy & Women's Advancement asked in Belgrade        2 pp

Luxembourg             Money, Democracy & Women's Empowerment in Europe  European Council Paper 27a

 9-10 May 2005           * Informal Meeting of European Agriculture Ministers  10 pages:  40 copies printed  40 emailed   

13-14 May 2005           * Informal Meeting of European Finance Ministers (ECOFIN)                                    

                           12 Women’s banknotes still circulating in 7 countries of the European Union                1 p

                       A.  Campaigning in FAO for Integrity, Democracy, Food for All, and Women's Advancement         2 pp

                       B.  18 Able Luxembourg women proposed to head international organizations                      2 pp

                       C.  "The Parity Democrat"  ISSN 1367-6946:  Vol 9  No 5  for May 2005                          2 pp                                  

                       D.  14 May postscript:   Questions on Democracy & Women's Advancement asked in Luxembourg      2 pp

-----

*   Indicates meeting attended by writer at own expense.    
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Venue & Date           Meeting, Title of Paper  & Annexes

Brussels               Women in the Promotion of Peace and Democracy  European Council Paper 27

22-23 March 2005         * European Council                              8 pages:  40 copies printed  40 emailed      1 p

18 March 2005            * Informal Meeting of European Defence Ministers  Luxembourg

                       A.  Women Admirals and Generals around the world                                               1 p

                       B.  Women in Conflict Prevention, Mediation & Post-Conflict Reconstruction, by Lesley Abdela   2 pp

                       C.  "The Parity Democrat"  ISSN 1367-6946:  Vol 9  No 4  for April 2005                        2 pp                                  

                       D.  23 March postscript:  Questions on democracy & women's advancement asked in Europe         2 pp

London                 Women, Books & Money: 2005                                           

13-15 March 2005         * London Book Fair  Paper 6                          4 pages:  20 copies printed  30 emailed

                           22 notes portraying women writers                                                          1 p

                           Composition of Women Writers on Banknotes, by artist Gillian Burrows                       1 p

                       A.  Centenaries of 63 Distinguished Women Writers  2005                                        2 pp

Birmingham             Celebrating major anniversaries of British history  2005
 2-3 March 2005          * British Travel Trade Fair  Paper 5                 4 pages:  20 copies printed  50 emailed   

                           31 Anniversaries of British history  2005                                                  1 p

                           10 Centenaries of Towns & Cities  2005-2012                                                     

                           60 Centenaries of British women of history  2005                                           1 p

                           "The Parity Democrat"   ISSN 1367-6946:   Vol 9  No 3 for March 2005                       2 pp

Olympia  London        Celebrating Women Artists:  2005                                      

 1- 6 March 2005         * Fine Art & Antiques Fair   Paper 5                 2 pages:  20 copies printed  50 emailed  

                       A.  Centenaries of 41 distinguished women artists  2005                                        1 p

                       B.  11 women artists portrayed on banknotes                                                    1 p  

                       C.  Centenaries of 12 distinguished male artists  2005                                       

Washington             Celebrating Major American Anniversaries in 2005   8 pages:  40 copies printed  40 emailed        

17-19 January 2005       * 73rd Winter US Conference of Mayors

                           Centenaries of Towns & Cities  2005-2019                                                   1 p

                       A.  40 Target Dates for Consolidating or Enhancing Democracy: 2005-2006                        1 p

                       B.  50- & 100-Year Anniversaries of 50 Distinguished American women in 2005                    1 p

                       C.  40 Trains named after Distinguished Women of History                                       1 p

                       D.  "The Parity Democrat"   ISSN 1367-6946:   Vol 9  No 1 for January 2005                     2 pp

                       E.  Questions on Democracy & Women's Advancement asked in Washington                           2 pp

United Nations  N Y    From Women's Suffrage to Parity Democracy          8 pages:  60 copies printed  20 emailed        

10-28 January 2005       * Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)  32nd Session   

28 Feb-11 Mar 2005         Commission on the Status of Women  49th Session (CSW)  

                       A.  Women's Advancement, Political Rights & Civil Liberties in 222 Countries in 2004-05        1 p

                       B.  45 Centenaries of Suffragists, Feminists & other Women's Leaders:   2005-2007              1 p

                       C.  42 Anniversaries of Suffrage & Women's Empowerment:  2005-2006                             1 p

                       D.  "The Parity Democrat"   ISSN 1367-6946:   Vol 9  No 1 for January 2005                     2 pp

                       E.  Women Executive Heads for International Organizations:  List 90 of 10 January 2005         2 pp

London                 Celebrating major anniversaries of British history  2005
 8 January 2005          * Excursions 2005  Alexandra Palace  London          4 pages:  20 copies printed  50 emailed  

                           24 Anniversaries of British history  2005                                                  1 p

                           10 Centenaries of Towns & Cities  2005-2019                                                     

                           37 Centenaries of British women of history  2005                                           1 p

                           "The Parity Democrat"   ISSN 1367-6946:   Vol 9  No 1 for January 2005                     2 pp

London                 Celebrating Women Sailors:  2005
 6-16 January 2005       * Schroders London Boat Show                        4 pages: 20 copies printed  40 emailed   1 p             

                           Birthdays of Distinguished Living Women:  13 sailors, rowers & yachtswomen                 

                           Country & Office of 21 Women Admirals

                       A.  Major Anniversaries of the Democracies:  Sea & Sail:  2005-2010                            1 p

                       B.  40 Able women proposed as Secretary General of the International Maritime Organization     2 pp
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