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Newsletter 32 to Friends:  28 November 2006

Today I am 72, and am spending the day in Riga Latvia, attending the NATO summit, with a fourth paper on Women & Men in Defence of Peace & Democracy.  My work and travel over the past year is now described in the monthly issues of The Parity Democrat, of which No 120, for December 2006, has been posted on www.shequality.org.   To move on now to    
Sunday 10 December 2006   Human Rights Day
when, beside my birthday, I celebrated, with some twenty friends, three other anniversaries, those of 

Editing & publishing 120 monthly issues of The Parity Democrat :                 10 years 1997-2006

Giving up UN career & salary to oppose political degeneration in FAO:          30 years 1976-2006

Working for democracy, development & women’s advancement worldwide:   50 years 1956-2006.

Our host was Barbara Rogers, founder of The Meeting Place, at 231 North Gower St  Euston  London  NW1 2NR  www.meetingplacelondon.com  Tel: 020 7388 3899  Fax: 7388 3822, and I served a tasting menu of the 4 types of dry-to-sweet Madeiras, 4 dipping oils, 14 jams and spoon sweets, and 9 exotic liqueurs, with the many leftovers presented to departing friends.  I took the opportunity to say:

“On this 50th anniversary of my involvement in international activities, I would like to make two kinds of observation.  The first is that of seizing opportunities in situations beyond one’s control, or taking advantage of bad luck.  This is not serendipity, or the gift of making felicitous discoveries by accident, like Alexander Fleming with penicillin.  Indeed I know of no useful word in English.   

“I did not plan to be working with Hungarian refugees fifty years ago, in December 1956.  Three months earlier, instead of doing postgraduate work in international relations, I decided to go out into the active world, to get near to a place where I could work with Palestinian refugees.  I accepted a one-year contract teaching English in Cyprus.  On arrival I learned that my predecessor had been shot by EOKA, and within a few weeks the bomb-placing activities of the pupils closed my school down.  Then the Suez invasion took place, the Hungarians rose, and soviet tanks rolled into Budapest.  Rather than hang around in Larnaca, I surrendered my contract and flew to Vienna to see if I could help the Hungarian refugees.  I became the youngest and only non-Red Cross official to be taken on by the League of Red Cross Societies, as their reports officer.  Then on to Geneva, the High Commissioner for Refugees, and FAO in Rome.

“Similarly I did not plan to begin The Parity Democrat in January 1997, ten years ago.  After I had resigned from FAO in 1980, I began writing for free in the Rome Daily American, mostly on what was going wrong in FAO.  That paper collapsed in 1982, and I was given press accreditation by the Oxford-based New Internationalist.  In 1970 I had helped the proto-New Internationalist, the Third World File, get started, by giving the five Oxford undergraduates, who had started Third World First, my personal savings, some £770.  

“In December 1996, a new editorial team at the New Internationalist withdrew my accreditation.  By this time I was also a correspondent of the New York-based Freedom Review.  I then realized that I was putting out enough information to start a monthly newsletter, The Parity Democrat.  When Freedom Review collapsed in the late 1990s, I began getting myself accredited as editor of The Parity Democrat.  Journalists who, after my summit questions, used to come up and ask me about the New Internationalist, now ask me about The Parity Democrat, and my Shequality website.    Ten years ago, and fifty years ago, I took advantage of circumstances beyond my control, of bad luck, to do something creative, and worthwhile.

“Looking back on fifty years in world development, there have been at least two major improvements:  people in the developing world are living some twenty years longer, from forty to sixty; and more girls are going to school, by a similar ratio.  I have contributed in a small way both practically and conceptually, the latter, by originating the proposal for a Development Decade which, after four UN resolutions from the 1960s to the 1990s, has now become the 15-year-long Millennium Development Goals. 

 “Looking back on a quarter-century of political change, the number of democracies has increased from 50 to 120, many still fragile.  Again I have contributed conceptually, both by the proposal for a Decade of Democracy, adopted by the Group of Seven for the 1990s, and by my monthly highlighting of major anniversaries as opportunities for consolidating and enhancing political rights and civil freedoms. 

“On a personal level, I have tried both to do good and to stand up to evil.  I was helped greatly by my Oxford studies, where I learned from philosophy both honesty in language, and the categorical imperative, to consider other persons as ends in themselves, never as means to my own ends.  Goodness, as you know, derives both from spontaneous, and non-intrusive, acts of kindness, and also from disciplined acts of sacrifice.  

“Standing up to public evil is a rarer responsibility.  It is first necessary to define evil, to recognize the evil in oneself.  In my experience, evil is not only the sins or crimes of lying, cheating, wounding and killing, but lying, cheating, wounding and killing, or allowing to die, in order to gain or perpetuate power over others, in either private or public life.  To stand up to it – evil can never be completely defeated - requires courage and integrity.  Again I have learned that courage is 1% exhilaration, and 99% palpitations.   In his Historical Essays and Studies, Lord Acton wrote Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.  I have learned that its opposite, integrity, leaves one poorer, and that absolute integrity would leave one destitute.  Happily, my integrity is not absolute. 

“As a small souvenir of this celebration, I have here for you  two 50 pence coins.  2006 is the 150th anniversary of the Victoria Cross, awarded For Valour, of the kind which I could never hope to emulate, but which I greatly admire.  One coin shows the medal, the other a soldier rescuing a wounded comrade under fire.  There are enough coins here, to offer both designs to all of you, my friends.”
Health:   To turn now to more mundane matters.   In addition to my blood pressure and anti-coagulation pills,  I now take statins, to keep my cholesterol below 5.   My painful right knee has been x-rayed, to show arthritis, which for weeks at a time prevents me from running for buses.  I remain a complete vegetarian, now for nearly seven years, interested to learn that researchers from the University of Southampton, writing in the British Medical Journal, have found from a study of 8000 persons over 20 years, that vegetarians have an IQ five points higher than meat eaters, though it remains uncertain which is cause and effect.

Finances:  I am still managing on £114.05 a week, a state pension augmented by pension credit.  After paying for and passing seven of my eight first-year modules for a B Sc in architectural technology, I have suspended my fulltime university studies for at least a year, partly to pay for “mains & drains” repairs in my block of flats, partly to plan a better integration of work and study in the six years remaining for me to complete the three-year course.  As usual, I attach a list of the  research papers I have prepared in advance of meetings I attended in 2006.  Several friends still show appreciation of my work by making financial contributions.  The form below provides another opportunity for such generosity.


With all good wishes for 2007

                                                                                                                                        Raymond Lloyd
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PARITOCRACY & POLITICAL INTEGRITY:  CONFERENCE PAPERS 2006  (7)#

Papers available from the writer, at £5 or $10 per page

2 January 2007        Raymond Lloyd

Venue & Date           Meeting, Title of Paper  & Annexes

Riga  Latvia           Women & Men in Defence of Peace & Democracy:  NATO Paper 4   40 copies printed  40 emailed

28-29 November 2006      * Summit of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)              9 pages              1 p

                       A.  50 Anniversaries of the Democracies 2007-2008                                             1 p

                       B.  An Atlantic Rim Partnership                                                               2 pp

                       C.  "The Parity Democrat"   ISSN 1367-6946:   Vol 10 No 12 for December 2006                  2 pp       

                       D.  30 November postscript:   Questions on peace & democracy in the Euro-Atlantic Alliance    3 pp
Excel   London       Travel and Tourism:  Women and Democracy       WTM paper 4
 6- 9 November 2006     * World Travel Market                                                  6 pages:  20 copies 

                      A.  50- & 100-year Anniversaries of 60 Distinguished Women of History in 2007         1 p

                      B.  27 Target Dates for Consolidating and Enhancing Democracy in 2007                 1 p

                      C.  Centenaries of 50 Major Towns & Cities  2006-2019                                 1 p

                        D.  10 November postscript:  Questions on Democracy & Women's Advancement asked in London   2 pp
Singapore              Parity Democracy & Money:  IMF/IBRD Annual Paper 11         60 copies printed  30 emailed        

19-20 September 2006     * Annual Meetings of the World Bank / IMF Boards of Governors          9 pages              1 p

                       A.  Women's Advancement, Political Rights & Civil Liberties in 222 Countries in 2005/2006     1 p

                       B.  Portraits of distinguished women on banknotes                                             4 pp

                       C.  "The Parity Democrat"   ISSN 1367-6946:   Vol 10 No 9  for September 2006                 2 pp                                   

                       D.  5 Oct postscript:  Questions in Singapore                                                 1 p

-----

# Note:  In all  eleven lists are available on the work of the writer since 1980:

1. Synopsis of 15 types of articulated letter on              6. The Parity Democrat Jan 1997-  monthly table of contents

     parity democracy and political integrity                 7. 120 Conference papers 1981-95,'96-98,'99-00,'1,'2,'3,'4,'5

2.  9 research lists on women's advancement                   8. Articles and talks on women's advancement                  

3.  7 research lists on democracy     (with dates)            9. Articles and talks on democracy and UN reform 

4. 30 research lists on Women, Democracy & Money             10. Media coverage of above activities 

5. 20 lists in 2-4 available against payment                 11. Research used elsewhere 


All work since 1980 has been voluntary, financed from limited personal savings.  Payments received

to 1992, and some since, have been passed on to one of 50 women's groups supported by the writer.   

*   Indicates meeting attended by writer at own expense.    

- 2 -

Venue & Date           Meeting, Title of Paper  & Annexes
Lappeenranta Finland   Democracy & Women's Empowerment in Europe & Asia   EU Council Paper 30     

 1- 2 September 2006     * Informal Meeting of European Foreign Ministers    10 pages: 40 copies printed  40 emailed   

 8- 9 September 2006     * Informal Meeting of European Finance Ministers (ECOFIN)   Helsinki     

10-11 September 2006     * ASia-European (ASEM-EU) Summit    Helsinki                                                 1 p

                       A.  Women's Advancement, Political Rights & Civil Liberties in 222 Countries in 2005-06        1 p

                       B.  "The Parity Democrat"   ISSN 1367-6946:   Vol 10  No 9 for September 2006                  2 pp

                       C.  12 September postscript:  Questions on Democracy & Women's Advancement asked in Finland    6 pp
St Petersburg          Democracy in both Rich & Poor Nations  G8 Summit Paper 10

15-17 July 2006          * 32nd Group of Eight Summit                         9 pages:  40 copies printed  40 emailed 1 p 

                       A.  Women's Advancement, Political Rights & Civil Liberties in 222 Countries in 2005/2006      1 p

                       C.  An Atlantic Rim Partnership for Democracy, Peace & Prosperity                              2 pp

                       D.  "The Parity Democrat"   ISSN 1367-6946:   Vol 10 No 7 for July 2006                        2 pp

                       E.  18 July postscript:  Questions on Democracy & Women's Advancement asked in St Petersburg   3 pp

London                 Questions on Democracy & Women's Advancement in Central & Eastern Europe

20-22 May 2006           * European Bank (EBRD)   15th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors                       2 pp

Vienna                 Questions on Money, Democracy & Women's Empowerment in Europe & Latin America  

11-12 May 2006           * 4th Summit of the European Union, Latin America & the Caribbean (EU-LAC)                   2 pp

Vienna                 Money, Democracy & Women's Empowerment in Europe  European Council Paper 29 

 7- 8 April 2006         * Informal Meeting of European Finance Ministers (ECOFIN)   8 pages: 40 printed  40 emailed  1 p

    9 April 2006         * ASia-European Meeting (ASEM) of Finance Ministers  

                       A.  Women of History on banknotes in the 3 countries not obliged to join the Euro              1 p

                       B.  Centenaries of 104 Distinguished European Women of History 2006-2010                       2 pp

                       C.  "The Parity Democrat"  ISSN 1367-6946:  Vol 10 No 4  for April 2006                        2 pp                                  

                       D.  Questions in Vienna                                                                        2 pp

Turin                  Women, Sport and Democracy

10-19 March 2006         * Ninth Paralympic Winter Games    Paper 4           6 pages:  20 copies printed  50 emailed  

                       A.  Questions on Women, Sport and Democracy  2004-2006                                         2 pp

                       B.  Birthdays of 90 Distinguished Living Sportswomen  February-April 2006                      2 pp

                       C.  More Questions in Turin                                                                    1 p

                           Il Gazzettino article of 22 February 2005 describing RL's work                             1 p

London                 Women, Books & Money: 2006                                           

 5-7 March 2006          * London Book Fair  Paper 7                          2 pages:  20 copies printed  30 emailed

                       A.  Centenaries of 63 distinguished women writers  2006                                        1 p

                       B.  21 European trains named after women writers                                               1 p

                       C.  Centenaries of 12 distinguished male writers   2006                                       

Olympia  London        Celebrating Women Artists:  2006                                      

28 Feb-5 Mar 2005        * Fine Art, Design & Antiques Fair   Paper 6         2 pages:  20 copies printed  50 emailed  

                       A.  Centenaries of 37 distinguished women artists  2006                                        1 p

                       B.  Centenaries of 21 distinguished male artists   2006                                        1 p

London                 Celebrating major anniversaries of British history  2006   Paper 6

14 January 2005          * Excursions 2006  Alexandra Palace  London          3 pages:  20 copies printed  50 emailed  

Birmingham                 44 Anniversaries of British history  2006                                                  1 p

 1-2 March 2006            71 Centenaries of British women of history  2006                                           2 pp
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