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                                                                                  Introduction


In this 33rd issue of The Parity Democrat,  I highlight the September 1999 dates from my anniversary lists,  8 from  "Democracy in the 1990s",  9 from  "Centenaries of Distinguished Women of History",  and 153 "Birthdays of Distinguished Living Women".   My attachment of the month is "Parity Democracy among the Rich Countries", the paper prepared for the G8 summit in Cologne in June.


The appointment on 29 July of Britain's first woman defence minister  prompts me to list all 21women who hold, or who have held, defence portfolios, as follows:

A.  Current Ministers

      Bangladesh      Sheikh Hasina Wajed          Prime Minister & Minister of Defence

      Germany         Brigitte Schulte             State Secretary  Ministry of Defence 

      Norway          Eldbjoerg Loewe              Minister of Defence

      Sri Lanka       Chandrika Kumartunga         President & Minister of Defence

      United Kingdom  Baroness Elizabeth Symons    Minister of State  Defence Procurement 

B.  Earlier Ministers

      Australia       Bronwyn Bishop               Minister of Defence, Science & Personnel         

                      Ros Kelly                    Parlt Secretary  Defence, Science & Personnel         

      Bangladesh      Khaleda Zia                  Prime Minister & Minister of Defence

      Canada          Kim Campbell                 Minister of National Defence & Veterans Affairs

                      Mary Collins                 Associate Minister  National Defence             

      Dominica        Eugenia Charles              Prime Minister & Minister of Defence               

      Finland         Anneli Taina                 Minister of Defence                              

                      Elisabeth Rehn               Minister of Defence                              

      France          Edwige Avice                 State Secretary  Ministry of Defence             

      Germany         Michaela Geiger              State Secretary  Ministry of Defence     

                      Agnes Huerland               State Secretary  Ministry of Defence     

      Italy           Ombretta Fumagalli Carulli   Under Secretary  Civil Defence                   

      Nicaragua       Violeta Barrios de CHAMORRO  President & Minister of Defence

      Slovenia        Anka Osterman                Minister for Veterans & War Invalids

      United States   Sheila Widnall               Secretary of the Air Force  Dept of Defense

                      Barbara Spyridon Pope        Assistant Secretary of the Navy  Dept of Defense


The names are taken from my lists of "Heads of State and other Women Leaders throughout the World", published since 1989,  my latest bimonthly list,  No 48,  naming 1141 women.  Several names have also appeared in other, promotional, lists  as a potential Secretary-General of NATO, once it is appreciated  that women today  are as active in the defence of democracy  as they remain in the promotion of peace,  and that the appointment of an able woman  would be the symbol par excellence that in a democracy  the military are subject to civilian control.  On 8 March 1999,  at a meeting in London to mark Nato's 50th anniversary,  I asked General Henry Shelton   Chair of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff:

With today being International Women's Day, and with the US and 50 other countries now having women foreign or deputy foreign ministers, not to mention your recent distinguished Secretary of the Air Force  Sheila Widnall,  would you look forward to the appointment of an able woman as the next Secretary-General of Nato, an appointment which would also underline the increasing role which servicewomen are playing in the defence of democracy?  

General Shelton replied that the appointment should be by ability, not by gender.  I was too polite to rejoin that male gender had been an essential qualification for previous appointments, not least when the last but one guy had resigned in disgrace.  And, hardly had I written the above, when another male got the job.


Also on 29 July  the UK Ministry of Defence announced that there were now more than 16 100 women in the Armed Forces,  or 7.7 %,  the highest proportion since World War II in 1945.  Then  some 640 000 women served in the Armed Forces,  56000 with the Guns,  providing the country with critical air defence.  Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United States have created national memorials to such women of courage.  The US financed its "Women in Military Service Memorial"  in Washington DC  through a 1994 silver dollar,  illustrated alongside, a coin which also shows five women, from the Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard.  Iam doing my bit to help create a such a women's memorial in Britain.
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ANNIVERSARIES of DEMOCRACY

extract from the writer's  "1050 Anniversaries of Democracy  1988-2010"

Occasions for Celebration

Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary                                       

Fri  6 Aug  La Paz            Bolivia              175  Independence

Fri 10 Sep  Budapest          Hungary/Germany       10  Western border opened for East German refugees

Sun 19 Sep  Port-au-Prince    United States / UN     5  Liberation of Haiti from military dictatorship

Tue 28 Sep  Beijing / Taipei  China               2500  Birth of teacher Confucius, and Teacher's Day

Thu 30 Sep  Marseilles        France               400  World's oldest Chamber of Commerce

Occasions for Remembrance or Reconciliation                                                         

Sun 12 Sep  Drogheda Ireland  England              350  Massacre initiates vast confiscation of Catholic lands

Fri 17 Sep  Poland            Russia                60  Soviets invade Poland

Thu 26 Sep  Obrije Kosova     Yugoslavia             1  Massacre of 40 villagers, mostly women & children

50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY   

extract from the writer's  "4700 Women's Centenaries 1981-2050"

Born/Died  Anniversary   Woman of distinction          Country     Main Activity                    Reference#    

                                                                                                      (portrait*)

                                              Births

 3 Sep 1499-1566   500   Diane of Poitiers             France      patron of poets                 EB JU            

 3 Sep 1849-1909   150   Sarah Orne Jewett             U S A       Maine novelist                  EB NAW JU

 4 Sep 1899-1980   100   Ida Kaminska                  Poland      Yiddish actress                 EB

 9 Sep 1899-       100   Theodora Mead Abel            U S A       psychologist  educator          EB

16 Sep 1899-1966   100   Hester Agnes Adrian           Britain     mental health worker            WW            

23 Sep 1899-1988   100   Louise Nevelson               U S A       sculptor                        EB CW JU            

                                               Deaths

1895- 9 Sep 1949   50   Tonita Pena / Quah Ah         U S A       Grand Old Lady of Pueblo Art    DA AWA ENA        

 1706-10 Sep 1749  250   Emilie du Chatelet            France      mathematician  physicist        EB JU            

 1850-16 Sep 1949   50   Hallie Quinn Brown            U S A       black women's leader            EB CW             

BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN 

extract from the writer's  "1600 Birthdays for the 1990s"

DoB  Age in 1999    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata   

 1 Sep 1922   77    Yvonne De Carlo             Canada          actress                                        MCM*

 1 Sep 1925   74    Christiane Scrivener        France          Euro Commissioner  1989-95                             

 1 Sep 1933   66    Ann Richards                U S A           governor of Texas  1.1991-95                   WWW                          

 1 Sep 1939   60    Lily Tomlin                 U S A           actress  comedienne                            MCM*

 1 Sep 1943   56    Kirsti Kolle Grondahl       Norway          speaker of parliament  1991-                   WWW  

 1 Sep 1957   42    Gloria Estefan              Cuba            singer  songwriter                             WWW 

 2 Sep 1922   77    Barbara Clayton             Britain         chemical pathologist                           WWW

 2 Sep 1938   61    Ursula King                 Germany         professor of theology  Bristol Univ  1989-     WW              

 3 Sep 1914   85    Kitty Carlisle              U S A           actress  singer                                MCM*

 3 Sep 1926   73    Alison Lurie                U S A           novelist  critic                               HEB WW

 3 Sep 1926   73    Irene Papas                 Greece          actress                                        WWW

 3 Sep 1938   61    Caryl Churchill             Britain         playwright  feminist                           WL WWW  

 3 Sep 1969   30    Claudia Hengst              Germany         paralympic swimming champion                   

---

#CW  Celebrate Women  Birthday calendar of 1500 US women  1985/93  Margaret Zierdt 701 Roxboro Rd Rockville MD 20850

AFM  Encarta Africana  Microsoft  Redmond WA 98052-6399  CD-Rom  January 1999         

AWA  American Women Artists  Charlotte Rubinstein  ISBN 0-380-61101-5   Avon Boston pbk  1982 

 CB  Chambers Biographies on CD-Rom (includes 2250 women)  Larousse plc  London W1P 7AD  1996

 DA  Dictionary of Art  ISBN 1-884446-00-0   34 vols  ed Jane Turner  Macmillan  London  1996

 DO  Dictionary of Opera  ISBN 0-356-09700-5  Charles Osborne  McDonald  London  1983

DWC  New Grove Dictionary of (875) Women Composers  ISBN 0-333-515986  ed Julie Anne Sadie  Macmillan London 1994

 EB  Encyclopaedia Britannica 1994 edition, or earlier Annual or Book of the Year (for events of previous year)

ENA  Encyclopedia of Native American Biography  ISBN 0-8050-3270-3   Bruce E Johansen  Henry Holt & Co  New York  1997

HEB  Hutchison Encyclopaedia of Biography  ISBN 1-85986-157-1  ed Christine Nicholls  Helicon Oxford  1st edition 1996

IWA  Indian Women through the Ages  ISBN 81-7488-143-3  5 vols  ed O P Ralhan  Amnol Publ  New Delhi 110 002  1995

IWW  International Who's Who 1990-91  Europa Publications  London  54th edition

 JU  Macmillan Dictionary of [1750] Women's Biography  ISBN 0-333-45303-4  Jennifer Uglow  Macmillan  2nd edition 1989

MCM  Microsoft Cinemania 97 (includes 2400 women)  Microsoft  Redmond WA 98052-6399  CD-Rom  July 1996         

NAW  Notable American Women 1607-1950  3 vols  Edward T James  Harvard Belknap paperback 1971

 WL  Bloomsbury Guide to [4000] Women's Literature   ISBN 0 7475 0895 X  ed Claire Buck  Bloomsbury London  1992

 WW  Who's Who 1897-1998 (includes 6000 women) ISBN 0-7136-4516-4  A & C Black / Oxford Univ Press CD-Rom  June 1998         

WWP  Who's Who of (1500) Women in World Politics  ISBN 0-86291-627-5  Bowker-Saur  London  1st edition  1991 

WWW  International Who's Who of [5500] Women  ISBN 1-85743-027-1  Europa Publications  London  2nd edition  Feb 1997         
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN        continued

DoB  Age in 1999    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata   

 4 Sep 1930   69    Mitzi Gaynor                U S A           actress  dancer                                MCM*

 4 Sep 1937   62    Dawn Fraser                 Australia       swimmer                                        EB JU WWW

 5 Sep 1916   83    Rosemary Christian Howard   Britain         writer on women & the priesthood               WW                      

 5 Sep 1940   59    Raquel Welch                U S A           actress                                        MCM*

 5 Sep 1943   56    Marianne Jelved             Denmark         deputy prime minister  1998-                   WWW    

 5 Sep 1950   49    Maire Geogheghan-Quinn      Ireland         (first woman) cabinet minister                 WWW  

 5 Sep 1960   39    Karita Mattila              Finland         soprano                                        WWW         

 5 Sep 1962   37    Tracy Edwards               Britain         leader first all-women round-world yacht'89-90 WWW        

 6 Sep 1906   93    Komarraju Atchamamba        India           gynaecologist  women's leader                  IWA

 6 Sep 1920   79    Helen Hunley                Canada          lieutenant-governor  Alberta  1985-91          

 6 Sep 1921   78    Carmen Laforet              Spain           novelist                                       EB   

 6 Sep 1938   61    Joan Tower                  U S A           composer  pianist                              DWC WWW

 6 Sep 1938   61    Hanna Ahrens                Germany         Lutheran pastor  writer                        WWW

 7 Sep 1919   80    Louise Bennett-Coverley     Jamaica         folklorist                                     WWP      

 7 Sep 1923   76    Louise Suggs                U S A           golfer                                         EB 

 7 Sep 1933   67    Ela Bhatt                   India           founder  Self Employed Women's Association     WWW      

 7 Sep 1939   60    Christine Bergmann          Germany         minister of family, seniors, women & youth 98- 

 7 Sep 1943   56    Beverley McLachlin          Canada          judge  supreme court of Canada  1989-          WWW         

 7 Sep 1966   33    Gunda Niemann-Stirnemann    Germany         speed skater                                   EB99 

 8 Sep 1914   85    Hillary Brooke              U S A           actress                                        MCM 

 8 Sep 1920   79    Madeleine Reberieux         France          historian; president Human Rights League 1991- WWW

 8 Sep 1924   75    Magdalina Stancheva         Bulgaria        archeologist                                   WWW 

 8 Sep 1930   69    Jeannette Altweg            Britain         ice skater                                     JU

 8 Sep 1937   62    Virna Lisi                  Italy           actress                                        MCM*

 8 Sep 1940   59    Ellie De Waard              Netherlands     poet  feminist                                 WWW

 8 Sep 1955   44    Tess Onwueme                Nigeria         dramatist                                        

 8 Sep 1962   37    Linda Bennett               Britain         Business Woman of Year finalist 1999              

 9 Sep 1903   96    Phyllis Whitney             U S A           author                                         CW     

 9 Sep 1905   94    Cecilia Phyllis Goodenough  Britain         mission worker                                 WW  

 9 Sep 1917   82    Maj Sonstevold              Sweden          composer  teacher                              DWC

 9 Sep 1924   75    Jane Greer                  U S A           actress                                        MCM*

 9 Sep 1934   65    Sonia Sanchez               U S A           poet  playwright  educator                     EB 

 9 Sep 1944   55    Judith Rodin                U S A           president  University of Pennsylvania 1993-    CW

 9 Sep 1934   65    Sonia Sanchez               U S A           writer  activist  educator                     AFM

10 Sep 1909   90    Betty Ridley                Britain         church estates commissioner                    WW  

10 Sep 1939   60    Elisabeth Chojnacka         France          harpsichordist                                 WWW

10 Sep 1951   47    Sarah Anne Coakley          Britain         professor of Christian theology Harvard 1993-  WW

10 Sep 1953   46    Amy Irving                  U S A           actress  producer                              MCM*

10 Sep 1958   41    Jennifer Tilly              Canada          actress                                        MCM*

11 Sep 1937   62    Paola                       Belgium         queen consort                                  

11 Sep 1952   47    Catherine Jane Bott         Britain         baroque music soprano                          WW  

12 Sep 1949   50    Irina Rodnina               Russia          ice skater; 10 x world champion 1969-78        EB75- JU  

13 Sep 1919   80    Mary Midgley                Britain         philosopher                                    HEB 

13 Sep 1925   74    Margaret Chatterjee         India           philosopher                                    WWW         

13 Sep 1931   68    Marjorie Jackson            Australia       sprinter  Olympic champion 1952                EB*

13 Sep 1931   68    Adrienne Kennedy            U S A           playwright                                     AFM

13 Sep 1944   55    Jacqueline Bisset           Britain         actress                                        MCM*

13 Sep 1945   54    Gertrude Mongella           Tanzania        sec gen  1995 UN World Womens Conference       AWW 

13 Sep 1959   40    Paola Fantato               Italy           paralympic archery champion                    

14 Sep 1921   78    Constance Baker Motley      U S A           (first black woman) federal judge              CW     

14 Sep 1925   74    Sandra Blow                 Britain         painter                                        WWW

14 Sep 1934   65    Kate Millett                U S A           feminist  artist                               HEB WWW 

15 Sep 1907   92    Fay Wray                    Canada          actress                                        MCM*

15 Sep 1908   91    Penny Singleton             U S A           actress                                        MCM*

15 Sep 1929   70    Eva Burrows                 Australia       world general  Salvation Army  1986-93         WWW JU

15 Sep 1943   56    Margaret Harris             U S A           orchestra conductor                            CW     

15 Sep 1945   54    Jessye Norman               U S A           soprano; civil rights worker                   EB DO JU   

15 Sep 1952   47    Marvellous Mhloyi           Zimbabwe        sociologist                                    WWW 

15 Sep 1960   39    Lilly Anggreny              Indonesia/Ger   paralympic wheelchair racing champion          

16 Sep 1916   83    M S Subbalakshmi            India           classical singer in Carnatic tradition         

16 Sep 1923   76    Judith Hochberg Edelman     U S A           architect                                      WWW    

16 Sep 1924   75    Lauren Bacall               U S A           actress                                        MCM*

16 Sep 1927   72    Sadako Ogata                Japan           UN High Commissioner for Refugees 1991-        EB92 WWW    

16 Sep 1928   71    Patricia Wald               U S A           judge  Intl Criminal Tribunal ex-Yugoslavia    WWW

16 Sep 1950   49    Loyola de Palacio           Spain           vice-president  European Commission  1999-     WWW  

17 Sep 1909   90    Elizabeth Mary Wilkinson    Britain         German scholar                                 WW  

17 Sep 1931   68    Anne Bancroft               U S A           actress  director  screenwriter                MCM*

17 Sep 1936   63    Jennifer Dickson            Canada          artist  photographer                           IWW         

18 Sep 1923   76    Bertha Wilson               Canada          judge  supreme court  1982-90                  EB83    

18 Sep 1936   63    Ajuriin Dulmaa              Mongolia        hydrobiologist                                 WWW 

18 Sep 1945   54    Bettina Carr-Allinson       Britain/Neths   founder Euro Youth parlt; UK Woman of Europe 1997

18 Sep 1949   50    Marjorie Mowlam             Britain         secretary of state  Northern Ireland  1997-    WW             

- 4 -

The PARITY DEMOCRAT                                                                                      September 1999

BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN     continued

# Persons portrayed on UN medals struck in the 1970s  at the initiative of the writer

DoB  Age in 1999    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata   

19 Sep 1918   81    Penelope Mortimer           Britain         journalist  novelist                           EB 

19 Sep 1931   68    Marta Meszaros              Hungary         film director                                  JU WWW      

19 Sep 1940   59    Zandra Rhodes               Britain         textile & fashion designer                     WWW

19 Sep 1944   55    Pida Ripley                 Britain         founder  Womenaid International 1988-          WWW

19 Sep 1945   54    Kate Adie                   Britain         journalist                                     WWW

19 Sep 1949   50    Twiggy - Lesley Hornby      Britain         model  actress  singer                         MCM*

19 Sep 1969   30    Natasha Stott Despoja       Australia       youngest ever senator  feminist                EB            

20 Sep 1934   65   #Sophia Loren                Italy           film star                                      EB JU      

20 Sep 1937   62    Birgitta Dahl               Sweden          speaker of parliament  1994-                   WWW

20 Sep 1958   41    Christiane Wuillamie        Vietnam         Business Woman of Year finalist 1999              

21 Sep 1916   83    Francoise Giroud            France          journalist  politician                         JU WWW

21 Sep 1918   81    Yolanda Bedregal            Bolivia         poet  folklorist                               WWW      

21 Sep 1924   75    Anima Basak                 India           president Intl Abolitionist Federation 1985-94 WWW      

21 Sep 1927   72    Hisako Takahashi            Japan           (first woman) Judge  supreme court 1994-       EB96           

21 Sep 1938   61    Ann Lomas Loades            Britain         professor of divinity  Durham University 1995- WW

21 Sep 1945   54    Barbara Rogers              Britain         founder-editor  Everywoman news monthly                    

22 Sep 1914   85    Martha Scott                U S A           actress                                        MCM*

22 Sep 1931   68    Fay Weldon                  Britain         novelist  feminist                             JU WWW

22 Sep 1939   60    Jean Golding                Britain         pediatrician                                   

22 Sep 1940   59    Anna Karina                 Denmark         actress  director                              MCM*

22 Sep 1941   58    Anna Tomova-Sintow          Bulgaria        soprano                                        DO WWW

22 Sep 1961   38    Dorothy Richardson          U S A           softball player                                EB            

23 Sep 1909   90    Molly Harrison              Britain         museum curator                                 WW  

23 Sep 1917   82    Asima Chatterjee            India           research chemist                               IWA

23 Sep 1946   53    Genista McIntosh            Britain         director general  Royal Opera House 1996-97    WWW

24 Sep 1929   70    Elisabeth Gabor             Hungary         food scientist                                 WWW 

24 Sep 1931   68    Elizabeth Blackadder        Britain         painter  artist                                WWW    

24 Sep 1931   68    Cardiss Collins             U S A           first black Congresswoman                      CW     

24 Sep 1942   57    Ann Sherer                  U S A           United Methodist bishop  Missouri  1992-                     

24 Sep 1952   46    Jill Stallard               Britain         peace worker;  organizer  Chernobyl child aid

24 Sep 1970   29    Claudia POLL Ahrens         Costa Rica      swimmer                                        WWW

25 Sep 1932   67    Patricia Nichol             Britain         director  Women's Royal Naval Service          WW

25 Sep 1947   52    Vicki Woods                 Britain         editor  women's magazines                      WW

25 Sep 1962   37    bell hooks                  U S A           feminist  critic                               AFM

26 Sep 1937   62    Najia Kbir-Ariguib          Tunisia         chemist                                        WWW 

26 Sep 1946   53    Andrea Dworkin              U S A           feminist  writer                               WWW

26 Sep 1946   53    Christine Todd Whitman      U S A           governor  New Jersey                           

26 Sep 1953   46    Jane Graves Smiley          U S A           novelist  university professor                 CB WWW

27 Sep 1939   60    Kathryne Whitworth          U S A           champion golfer                                CW  

27 Sep 1940   59    Josephine Barstow           Britain         soprano                                        DO WWW      

27 Sep 1953   46    Diane Abbott                Britain         politician  anti-racism campaigner             WWW

27 Sep 1976   23    Cheri Becerra               U S A           paralympic wheelchair sprint champion          

27 Sep 1977   22    PAK Se Ri                   Korea           golfer                                         EB99*

28 Sep 1894  105    Gladys Hill                 Britain         obstetrician  gynecologist                     WW  

28 Sep 1933   66    Madeleine Kunin             U S A           journalist; governor of Vermont 1985-91        WWW

28 Sep 1934   65    Brigitte Bardot             France          actress  animal rights activist                MCM*

28 Sep 1947   52    Sheikh Hasina Wajed         Bangladesh      prime minister 1996-                           WWW    

28 Sep 1952   47    Sylvia Kristel              Netherlands     actress                                        MCM*

28 Sep 1954   45    Margot Wallström            Sweden          Euro Commissioner  Environment  1999-          WWW                                    

28 Sep 1973   26    Gwyneth Paltrow             U S A           actress                                        MCM*

29 Sep 1904   95    Dorothy Mary Emmet          Britain         philosopher                                    IWW         

29 Sep 1922   77    Lizabeth Scott              U S A           actress                                        MCM*

29 Sep 1931   68    Anita Ekberg                Sweden          actress                                        MCM*

29 Sep 1946   53    Chilton Abbie Knudsen       U S A           episcopalian bishop  Maine  1998-              

30 Sep 1907   92    Margaret Bertha Alice Denny Britain         civil servant                                  WW  

30 Sep 1921   78    Deborah Kerr                Britain         actress                                        HEB WW

30 Sep 1939   60    Tsisana Tatishvili          Georgia         soprano                                        WWW

30 Sep 1945   54    Rajendra Kaur Bhattal       India           chief minister  Punjab 1996                    

30 Sep 1953   46    Victoria Tennant            Britain         actress                                        MCM*

30 Sep 1958   41    Mariella Bertini            Italy           paralympic fencing champion                    

30 Sep 1980   19    Martina Hingis              Switzerland     tennis player                                  EB98

Persons in earlier birthday lists who have since died  and whose names are now included

in the writer's  "4700 Women's Centenaries 2001-2050"

11 Sep 1917-96      Jessica Mitford             U S A           writer  journalist                             EB   

13 Sep 1903-96      Claudette Colbert           France / US     actress                                        HEB EB 

15 Sep 1901-97      Sylvia Crowe                Britain         landscape architect                            EB98 JU

21 Sep 1959-98      Florence Griffith Joyner    U S A           athlete;  (record) four gold medals Seoul      EB89 IWW   

24 Sep 1932-98      Svetlana Beriosova          Lithuania       ballerina                                      EB IWW JU   

25 Sep 1906-96      Phyllis Pearsall            Britain         founder  Geographers A-Z Map Co                WW EB
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