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                                                                                  Introduction


In this 35th issue of The Parity Democrat,  I highlight the November 1999 dates from my anniversary lists,  6 from  "Democracy in the 1990s",  8 from "Women's Empowerment",  6 "Centenaries of Distinguished Women of History",  and 141 "Birthdays of Distinguished Living Women".   My attachment of the month is "Parity Democracy & Money", the sixth paper prepared for the Annual Meetings of the Boards of Governors of the World Bank Group and International Monetary Fund, held in Washington DC from 28 to 30 September 1999.   Here I extract the essential elements of a one-page paper  prepared at a day's notice for a conference on Women's Equality  & Participation in Public Life  in Canada  & the United Kingdom, held in Canada House  London  from 21 to 22 October 1999:

Monday 18 October 1999 marks the 70th anniversary of the Famous Five "Persons" Case in 1929, when the Privy Council in London ruled that women were "persons" in law, and so could be appointed to sit in the Senate of Canada.   18 October 1929  is also the birth date of the first fully-elected woman president in the Americas, Violeta Chamorro of Nicaragua.  There are currently women presidents in Guyana and Panama, two vice-presidents in Costa Rica, and a second woman Governor-General of Canada.  18October 1999 also marks the centenary of the birth of the distinguished British pathologist,  socialist and Oxford college principal  Janet Vaughan,  the 87th birthday of Britain's first woman coroner  Mary Symes, and the 43rd birthday of perhaps the greatest women tennis player to date  Martina Navratilova.

These dates and facts are taken from four of ten unique databases maintained by the writer since 1980 to promote parity democracy.  Here I set out from my Centenaries database  some twelve 50- and 100-year anniversaries of distinguished Canadian women of history  coming up between 1999 and 2001, including two of the "famous five",  Henrietta Muir Edwards and Nellie McClung:

Year  Woman of distinction          Main Activity                      Lived         Anniversary 

1999  Henrietta Muir Edwards        founder  Working Girls Assn        1849-1933       150.birth

      Marie Guyart (Incarnation)    founder  Ursuline Sisters          1599-1672       400.birth                

      Catherine Parr Traill         nature writer                      1802-29.8.1899  100.death  

2000  Marguerite Bourgeoys          educator of girls                  1620-1700       300.death

      Adeline Elizabeth Browning    founder  military hospital     1.1.1869-4.12.1950   50.death

      Isabella Crawford             poet                         25.12.1850-1887       150.birth

      Germaine Guevremont           novelist                           1900-21.8.1968  100.birth

      Norma Shearer                 actress                       10.8.1900-1983       100.birth

2001  Irene Baird                   novelist                           1901-1984       100.birth

      Helen Kalvak                  Inuit artist                       1901-1984       100.birth

      Nellie McClung                feminist                           1873-1951        50.death

      Marguerite d'Youville         founder  Grey Nuns           15.10.1701-1770       300.birth

Parity democracy occurs when women and men share equally in the responsibilities of government and administration,  parliament and political parties,  the judiciary,  and the media.  Parity democracy is both an end in itself,  and a means to a world where every girl,  as well as every boy,  from Afghanistan to ex-Zaire,  receives adequate nutrition,  secondary education, and the expectation of gainful employment  and an independent income.   So far only one country, Sweden, may be considered a parity democracy, following a series of measures culminating in 48% representation in Stockholm City Council in September 1994  and a parity cabinet of 11 women ministers and 11 men  formed on 3 October 1994, and again on 15 March 1996 and 6 October 1998.  Canada, the US and six other European countries come in cat-gory 2 (out of 7),  Britain in category 3, and Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia and eight others in category 7.

I have run several campaigns in Britain and Canada for parity democracy, including the naming of 388 able British women and 187 Canadians  (from a total of 3700 from 112 democracies)  who could be appointed to positions of leadership in the world community.  Britain has nominated only one woman from my lists, Judge Rosalyn Higgins to the International Court,  and Canada two,  Louise Frechette as UN Deputy Secretary General, and Louise Arbour as War Crimes Prosecutor.  Also  both countries have yet to emulate the US in systematically making a public record  (as distinct from just giving numbers and percentages)  of the names, grades and salaries of women given top public appointments.  This  the US Library of Congress does in its "Presidential Appointments of Women to Fulltime Positions requiring Senate Confirmation",  the names of the 302 women (out of 1072) in the 1993-96 Administration  given in Report GOV 94-272 of 7 May 1997.
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ANNIVERSARIES of DEMOCRACY

extract from the writer's  "1050 Anniversaries of Democracy  1988-2010"

Occasions for Celebration

Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary                                       

Tue  9 Nov  Berlin            Germany               10  Breaching of Berlin Wall                      

Sun 14 Nov  Rochester NY      US / World            50  Eastman House: world's first photography museum

Wed 17 Nov  Prague/Bratislava Czech & Slovakia      10  Velvet revolution                             

Sat 20 Nov  Ijmuiden          Netherlands          175  Dutch Lifeboat Service (KNRM)  founded in 1824 

Sat 20 Nov  New York          United Nations        10  Convention on the Rights of the Child   

Occasions for Remembrance or Reconciliation                                                         

Sun 30 Nov  Finland           Russia                60  Soviets invade Finland

ANNIVERSARIES of WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT

Mon 18 Oct  Ottawa/London     Canada                70  Privy Council in 1929 declares women to be "persons" in law      

Sun  7 Nov  Windhoek          Namibia               10  Votes for Women                           

Mon 15 Nov  Washington        United States          5  Women navy pilots fly first F18 combat missions in 1994

Wed 17 Nov  San Jose          Costa Rica            50  Votes for Women                           

Sun 21 Nov  New York          U S A                 70  Marilyn French  feminist  writer  born                               

Sat 27 Nov  Tel Aviv          Israel                70  Shulamit Aloni  civil rights activist  politician  born               

Sun 28 Nov  Paris             France                90  Law passed allowing women eight weeks of maternity leave

Occasions for Remembrance                                                         

Sat 20 Nov  St Petersburg     Russia                 1  Murder of human rights activist Galina Starovoitova 

50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY   

extract from the writer's  "4700 Women's Centenaries 1981-2050"

Born/Died  Anniversary   Woman of distinction          Country     Main Activity                    Reference#    

                                                                                                      (portrait*)

Births

 4 Nov 1899-1994   100   Margaret Wakehurst            Britain     mental health worker            WW            

16 Nov 1899-1976   100   Mary Margaret McBride         U S A       author  radio journalist        CW             

24 Nov 1849-1924   150   Frances Hodgson Burnett       U S A       novelist   playwright           EB EV          

28 Nov 1899-1981   100   Frances Amelia Yates          Britain     Renaissance scholar             EB82 JU   

Deaths

 1893- 1 Nov 1949   50   Helen Hokinson                U S A       cartoonist                      EB             

 1872-30 Nov 1949   50   Irene Vanbrugh                Britain     actress                         WW 

---

#CW  Celebrate Women  Birthday calendar of 1500 US women  1985/93  Margaret Zierdt 701 Roxboro Rd Rockville MD 20850

AFM  Encarta Africana  Microsoft  Redmond WA 98052-6399  CD-Rom  January 1999         

 DA  Dictionary of Art  ISBN 1-884446-00-0   34 vols  ed Jane Turner  Macmillan  London  1996

 DO  Dictionary of Opera  ISBN 0-356-09700-5  Charles Osborne  McDonald  London  1983

 EB  Encyclopaedia Britannica 1994 edition, or earlier Annual or Book of the Year (for events of previous year)

ELA  Encyclopedia of Latin American Literature  ISBN 1-884964-18-4   Verity Smith  Fitzroy Dearborn  Chicago  1997

 EV  Biographical Dictionary of [over 1000] British Women ISBN 0-905118-77-4  Elizabeth Vallance & others  Europa 1983

HEB  Hutchison Encyclopaedia of Biography  ISBN 1-85986-157-1  ed Christine Nicholls  Helicon Oxford  1st edition 1996

IWA  Indian Women through the Ages  ISBN 81-7488-143-3  5 vols  ed O P Ralhan  Amnol Publ  New Delhi 110 002  1995

IWW  International Who's Who 1990-91  Europa Publications  London  54th edition

 JU  Macmillan Dictionary of [1750] Women's Biography  ISBN 0-333-45303-4  Jennifer Uglow  Macmillan  2nd edition 1989

MCM  Microsoft Cinemania 97 (includes 2400 women)  Microsoft  Redmond WA 98052-6399  CD-Rom  July 1996         

WAW  Who's Who of American Women  ISBN 0-8379-0418-8  Marquis Publications  New Providence  NJ 07974  1988

 WL  Bloomsbury Guide to [4000] Women's Literature   ISBN 0 7475 0895 X  ed Claire Buck  Bloomsbury London  1992

 WW  Who's Who 1897-1998 (includes 6000 women) ISBN 0-7136-4516-4  A & C Black / Oxford Univ Press CD-Rom  June 1998         

WWP  Who's Who of (1500) Women in World Politics  ISBN 0-86291-627-5  Bowker-Saur  London  1st edition  1991 

WWW  International Who's Who of [5500] Women  ISBN 1-85743-027-1  Europa Publications  London  2nd edition  Feb 1997         
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN 

extract from the writer's  "1700 Birthdays for the 1990s"

DoB  Age in 1999    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata   

 1 Nov 1904   95    Laura La Plante             U S A           actress                                        MCM  

 1 Nov 1917   82    Margaret Burroughs          U S A           painter  museum founder                        CW     

 1 Nov 1921   78    Ilse Aichinger              Austria         novelist  poet                                 WL WWW

 1 Nov 1923   76    Victoria de Los Angeles     Spain           soprano                                        DO IWW JU   

 1 Nov 1965   34    Kirsten Hamann              Denmark         poet                                           EB94

 2 Nov 1917   82    Ann Rutherford              Canada          actress                                        MCM*

 2 Nov 1921   78    Wanda Poltawska             Poland          neuropsychiatrist  resistance worker           WWW

 2 Nov 1936   63    Rose Elizabeth Bird         U S A           chief justice California supreme court'77-87   IWW         

 2 Nov 1936   63    Rosemary Radford Ruether    U S A           theologian  feminist                           WWW 

 2 Nov 1938   61    Sofia                       Spain           queen consort 1975-  ; sponsor of the arts     WWW    

 2 Nov 1946   53    Michelle Cliff              Jamaica         novelist  poet  critic                         AFM 

 3 Nov 1925   74    Violetta Elvin              Russia          prima ballerina                                WW  

 3 Nov 1931   68    Monica Vitti                Italy           actress  director                              MCM*

 4 Nov 1924   75    Irma Vidal Santaella        U S A           judge  New York State supreme court  1983-     WAW  

 4 Nov 1952   47    Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz     Poland          governor  National Bank of Poland  1992-       WWW         

 5 Nov 1940   59    Elke Sommer                 Germany         actress                                        IWW 

 5 Nov 1963   36    Sylva Fischerova            Czech Republic  poet                                           WWW         

 6 Nov 1935   64    Frances Alexander           Britain         founder  Women Welcome Women                   

 6 Nov 1946   53    Sally Field                 U S A           actress  producer                              MCM* 

 6 Nov 1968   31    Christian Rucker            Britain         founder  White (linen) Company                     

 7 Nov 1909   90    Eirene Lloyd White          Britain         deputy speaker  House of Lords 1979-89         WW  

 7 Nov 1913   86    Nellie Campobello           Mexico          poet  novelist                                 ELA

 7 Nov 1917   82    Helen Suzman                South Africa    economist; progressive politician              EB JU      

 7 Nov 1926   73    Joan Sutherland             Australia       soprano                                        EB DO JU   

 7 Nov 1927   72    Mayumi Moriyama             Japan           cabinet secretary'87; education minister'92-93 WWW         

 7 Nov 1936   63    Audrey McLaughlin           Canada          leader  New Democratic Party  1989-95          EB92        

 7 Nov 1936   63    Gwyneth Jones               Britain         soprano                                        DO WWW      

 7 Nov 1943   56    Silvia Cartwright           New Zealand     (first woman) high court judge  1993-          WWW      

 8 Nov 1908   91    Daphne (Helen) Purves       New Zealand     French lecturer                                WW  

 8 Nov 1909   90    Katharine Hepburn           U S A           actress                                        CW     

 8 Nov 1916   83    June Havoc                  U S A           actress                                        MCM* 

 8 Nov 1953   46    Alfre Woodard               U S A           actress  human rights activist                 MCM* 

 9 Nov 1913   86    Hedy Lamarr                 Austria         actress                                        MCM*

 9 Nov 1923   75    Alice Coachman              U S A           first black Olympic gold medallist 1948        EB*  

 9 Nov 1946   53    Marina Warner               Britain         art historian  novelist  feminist              WWW         

10 Nov 1904   95    Frances Coulshed            Britain         women's army leader                            WW  

10 Nov 1907   92    Wanda Jakubowska            Poland          film director                                  JU      

11 Nov 1934   65    Nadine Trintignant          France          director  screenwriter                         MCM 

11 Nov 1935   64    Bibi Andersson              Sweden          actress  Sarajevo relief volunteer             EB            

11 Nov 1935   64    Elizabeth Evatt             Australia       judge; chancellor University of Newcastle'88-  WWW

11 Nov 1940   59    Barbara Boxer               U S A           senator for California  1993-2004              WWP         

11 Nov 1962   37    Demi Moore                  U S A           actress  producer                              MCM* 

12 Nov 1922   77    Kim Hunter                  U S A           actress                                        MCM* 

12 Nov 1941   58    Helen Ofurum                Nigeria         children's author                                

12 Nov 1941   58    Cristina Peri Rossi         Uruguay         poet  novelist                                 ELA

12 Nov 1961   38    Nadia Comaneci              Romania         gymnast                                        EB  

13 Nov 1934   65    Judianne Densen-Gerber      U S A           child psychiatrist                             CW  

13 Nov 1936   63    Dacia Maraini               Italy           playwright  novelist  feminist                 WWW        

13 Nov 1949   50    Whoopi Goldberg             U S A           actress  comedienne                            MCM* 

14 Nov 1907   92    Astrid Lindgren             Sweden          children's author                              EB     

14 Nov 1914   85    Rosemary DeCamp             U S A           actress                                        MCM* 

14 Nov 1942   57    Natalia Gutman              Russia          cellist                                        IWW         

14 Nov 1944   55    Karen Armstrong             Britain         religious commentator                          EB            

15 Nov 1934   65    Petula Clark                Britain         singer  actress                                WWW

16 Nov 1913   86    Dora de Pedery-Hunt         Canada          sculptor  medallist                            WWW      

16 Nov 1929   70    Susan Alexander             Jamaica         sculptor                                       WWW  

16 Nov 1977   22    Oksana Baiul                Ukraine         figure skater                                  EB96           

17 Nov 1910   89    Rachel de Queiroz           Brazil          novelist  playwright  journalist               EB ELA

17 Nov 1913   86    Chr Desroches-Noblecourt    France          archeologist                                   WWW

17 Nov 1926   73    Vlasta Chramostova          Czech Republic  actress  human rights activist                 WWW      

17 Nov 1945   54    Lesley Abdela               Britain         founder 300 (women in parlt) Group;journalist           

17 Nov 1966   33    Sophie Marceau              France          actress                                        MCM 

18 Nov 1921   78    Hilda Louise Bynoe          Grenada         medical practioner;  governor 1968-74          WWW

18 Nov 1939   60    Margaret Atwood             Canada          poet  novelist  feminist                       EB

18 Nov 1939   60    Margaret Jay                Britain         leader  House of Lords & minister for women    WWW

18 Nov 1945   54    Wilma Mankiller             U S A           principal chief  Cherokee Nation               CW WWW     

18 Nov 1948   51    Jolanta Plakwicz            Poland          writer  feminist                               WWW

18 Nov 1968   31    Jean Driscoll               U S A           paralympic wheelchair marathon champion        

19 Nov 1903   96    Kathleen Mary Halpin        Britain         women's industrial organizer                   WW  

19 Nov 1939   60    Anne Barros                 US / Canada     silversmith  author                            

19 Nov 1944   55    Agnes Baltsa                Greece          mezzo-soprano                                  DO

19 Nov 1962   37    Jodie Foster                U S A           actress  film director                         WWW           

19 Nov 1966   33    Gail Devers                 U S A           sprinter                                       WWW
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN     continued

# Persons portrayed on UN medals struck in the 1970s  at the initiative of the writer

DoB  Age in 1999    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata   

20 Nov 1917   82    Hamida Habibullah           India           child welfare leader                           IWA

20 Nov 1919   80    Evelyn Keyes                U S A           actress                                        MCM* 

20 Nov 1923   76    Nadine Gordimer             South Africa    novelist  short-story writer                   EB85 JU

20 Nov 1925   74    Maya Plisetskayaa           Russia          ballerina                                      EB          

20 Nov 1940   59    Helma Sanders-Brahms        Germany         producer  director  screenwriter               MCM

20 Nov 1946   53    Alice Aycock                U S A           sculptor  environmental artist                 DA     

20 Nov 1948   51    Barbara Hendricks           U S A           soprano; UN Refugee goodwill ambassador        DO          

21 Nov 1905   94    Georgina Battiscombe        Britain         author                                         WW  

21 Nov 1924   75    Milka Planinc               Croatia         prime minister  Yugoslavia 1982-86             EB83 JU

21 Nov 1934   65    Beryl Bainbridge            Britain         playwright  novelist                           WWW      

21 Nov 1940   59    Natalia Makarova            Russia          ballerina                                      JU      

21 Nov 1942   57    Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul   Germany         minister of cooperation & development  1998-   WWW   

21 Nov 1944   55    Diana Francis               Britain         pres  Intnatl Fellowship for Reconciliation    WWW         

21 Nov 1945   54    Goldie Hawn                 U S A           actress  producer                              MCM* 

21 Nov 1965   34    Björk Gudmundsdottir        Iceland         singer                                         EB96           

22 Nov 1922   77    Eila Hiltunen               Finland         sculptor                                       WWW

22 Nov 1935   64    Ludmila Belousouva          Russia          figure skater                                  EB   

22 Nov 1943   56    Billie Jean King            U S A           tennis player  feminist                        EB CW     

22 Nov 1958   41    Jamie Lee Curtis            U S A           actress                                        

23 Nov 1915   84    Anne Burns                  Britain         gliding champion                               WW  

23 Nov 1931   68    Constance Glube             Canada          chief justice  supreme court Nova Scotia 1982-

23 Nov 1948   51    Kathy Smith                 Britain         paralympic archery champion                    

23 Nov 1955   44    Sofie Petersen              Denmark         Lutheran bishop of Greenland  1995-            

23 Nov 1955   44    Mary Landrieu               U S A           senator  Louisiana  1997-2002                  WWW           

23 Nov 1956   43    Shane Gould                 Australia       freestyle swimmer    1973 Australian of Year   EB*

23 Nov 1959   40    Gayl Jones                  U S A           educator  novelist  poet  playwright           AFM

24 Nov 1902   97    Etta Moten Barnett          U S A           singer  actress  activist                      AFM

24 Nov 1914   85    Lynn Chadwick               Britain         abstract sculptor                              HEB WW

24 Nov 1914   85    Geraldine Fitzgerald        Ireland         actress  stage director                        MCM*

24 Nov 1921   78    Yoshiko Uchida              U S A           Japanese-American author                       CW     

25 Nov 1939   60    Shelagh Delaney             Britain         playwright                                     EB          

25 Nov 1939   60    Frances Margaret Young      Britain         professor of theology  Birmingham Univ 1986-   WWW 

26 Nov 1907   92    Ruth Patrick                U S A           limnologist; Tyler Ecology Prize 1975          EB76        

26 Nov 1934   65    Marie Louise Garibaldi      U S A           judge  New Jersey supreme court  1982-         WAW  

26 Nov 1936   63    Margaret Boden              Britain         philosopher  psychologist                      WWW     

26 Nov 1938   61    Luisa Vallazuela            Argentina       novelist  writer                               ELA

26 Nov 1964   35    Vreni Schneider             Switzerland     alpine ski racer                               EB96           

27 Nov 1952   47    Sheila Copps                Canada          deputy prime minister 1993-97                  WW     

28 Nov 1906   93    Bessie Ellen Bottomley      Britain         teacher  Labour politician                     WW       

28 Nov 1931   68    Hope Lange                  U S A           actress                                        MCM* 

28 Nov 1931   68    Dervla Murphy               Ireland         travel writer                                  HEB WW

28 Nov 1944   55    Rita Mae Brown              U S A           poet  novelist  essayist                       WL WWW      

28 Nov 1948   51    Agnieszka Holland           Poland          film director                                  WWW 

28 Nov 1958   41    Andie MacDowell             U S A           actress  model                                 MCM* 

28 Nov 1969   30    Sonia O'Sullivan            Ireland         middle-distance runner                         WWW

29 Nov 1932   67    Renuka Devi Barkataki       India           Assamese trade union leader                    

29 Nov 1936   63   #Julia Ojiambo               Kenya           nutritionist  home economist

29 Nov 1942   57    Susan Hassinger             U S A           United Methodist bishop  Boston  1996-                     

29 Nov 1946   53    Carolyn Nobbe               U S A           paralympic bowls champion                      

30 Nov 1916   83    Rita Tregellas Pope         Britain         Cornish bard  author                               

30 Nov 1920   79    Virginia Mayo               U S A           actress                                        MCM* 

30 Nov 1924   75    Shirley Chisholm            U S A           (first black) congresswoman                    HEB EB

Persons in earlier birthday lists who have since died  and whose names are now included

in the writer's  "4700 Women's Centenaries 2001-2050"

 1 Nov 1897-99      Naomi Mitchison             Britain         novelist                                       JU            

 8 Nov 1908-98      Martha Gellhorn             U S A           war correspondent                              WWW            

12 Nov 1929-82     #Princess Grace              Monaco          actress  philanthropist                        EB

14 Nov 1930-93      Elisabeth Frink             Britain         sculptor                                       IWW JU

15 Nov 1916-95      Nita Barrow                 Barbados        nurse; governor general  1990-1995             IWW         

17 Nov 1900-75      Padmaja Naidu               India           governor  West Bengal 1956-67                  IWA

17 Nov 1901-97      Joyce Wethered              Britain         golfer                                         EB 

19 Nov 1917-84     #Indira Gandhi               India           stateswoman                                    EB

20 Nov 1904-97      Alexandra Danilova          Russia          ballerina  choreographer  teacher              EB          

21 Nov 1922-96      Maria Casares Quiroga       France / Spain  actress; civil war nurse                       IWW JU EB  

22 Nov 1922-8?      Elissa Aalto                Finland         architect                              

22 Nov 1928-96      Pat Smythe                  Britain         show jumper  conservationist                   JU EB

29 Nov 1919-94      Pearl Primus                Trinidad & Tob  dancer; anthropologist                         EB CW JU    

29 Nov 1947-92      Petra Kelly                 Germany         founder  Green Party                           IWW JU
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