The PARITY DEMOCRAT
A monthly record of developments which enhance democracy through women's empowerment

www.shequality.org  
Vol 4   No 2         £ 5    US$ 10                                                      ISSN 1367-6946          February 2000

                                                                          Introduction


In this 38th issue of The Parity Democrat,  I highlight the February 2000 dates from my anniversary lists,  5 "Anniversaries of the Democracies",  4 of "Women's Empowerment",  7 "Centenaries of Distinguished Women of History",  and 134 "Birthdays of Distinguished Living Women".   


In all lists  I attempt to give the exact date of the anniversary, but each year I have a supplementary list of centenaries where the exact date is unknown, or where my efforts to find it  have so far failed.  Here Ilist such anniversaries from my first two lists:

2000:  ANNIVERSARIES of the DEMOCRACIES:  2000

  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary                                       

  Aachen            Germany             1200  Cathedral completed by Charlemagne  in 800

  Wroclav           Poland              1000  Foundation of City  in 1000

  Westminster       England              900  Proclamation of Charter of Liberties  in 1100

  Mainz             Germany              600  Birth of Johannes Gutenberg  inventor of printing  in 1400

  New Lanark        Scotland             200  Robert Owen's model factory

  London            United Kingdom       150  Public Libraries

Occasions for Remembrance or Reconciliation

  Britain           China                200  British traders begin importing opium from India into China

  Korea             Japan                 80  Annexation of Korea in 1910

2000:  ANNIVERSARIES of WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT:  2000

  Reykjavik         Iceland             1000  Gudridur Thorbjarnardottir becomes first European (woman)

                                               to set foot in both N America (Vinland) and Europe (Rome)         

  London            United States        350  Anne Bradstreet's first volume of poems published  

  London            Britain              150  Frances Buss founds North London Collegiate School

  London            Britain              150  Elizabeth Barrett Browning's "Sonnets from the Portuguese"

  Stockholm         Sweden                40  Lutheran church admits three women as pastors


In my third list,  of "Women's Centenaries in 2000",  I have the exact dates of birth or death for 110 individuals, and the anniversary years for a further 80 women.  I hope to find other exact dates in the coming months, so I shall list here  only the 12 whose very centenary year is uncertain:

Country        Woman of distinction          Main Activity             Lived         Anniversary   Ref

Canada         Germaine Guevremont           novelist                 c1900-21.8.1968  100.birth   EB     

France         Marie Catherine d'Aulnoy      fairy-tale writer        c1650-1705       350.birth   EB 

               Genevieve                     patron saint of Paris    c 422-c500      1500.death   EB            

Germany        Marie Cunitz                  astronomer               c1600-64         400.birth   JU            

Greece         Katina Paxinou                actress                  c1900-22.2.1973  100.birth   EB JU            

Ireland        Brigid                        abbess  saint            c 450-523       1550.birth   JU            

               Lily Comerford                dancing teacher          c1900-69         100.birth   IW            

               Molly O'Reilly                freedom fighter          c1900-50         100.birth   IW           

Spain          Victoria Kamhi de Rodrigo     pianist  librettist      c1900-97         100.birth     

United Kingdom Annabella Drummond            generous Scottish queen  c1350-1402       650.birth   EV

United States  Dat So La Lee - Louisa Keyser Washoe basket-weaver     c1850-1925       150.birth   

               Miriam Underhill              mountaineer              c1900-           100.birth   JU


Meanwhile my attachment of the month is the paper  I prepared for the European Summit in Helsinki in December 1999, minus the January 2000 issue of The Parity Democrat  attached to that paper. 
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ANNIVERSARIES of the DEMOCRACIES

extract from the writer's  "1050 Target Dates for Consolidating and Enhancing Democracy  1988-2010"

Anniversaries for Celebration

Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary                                       

Thu 24 Feb  Ghent  Belgium    Europe               500  Birth of Charles V  Holy Roman Emperor

Sun 27 Feb  London            Britain              100  Foundation of Labour Party as Labour Representation Committee

Tue 29 Feb  Prague/Bratislava Czech/Slovakia        80  First democratic constitution

Occasions for Remembrance or Reconciliation                                                         

Fri  4 Feb  New York          U S A                  1  Guinean immigrant Ahmed Diallo killed by 41 police bullets

Thu 17 Feb  Rome              Vatican              400  Burning of astronomer Giordano Bruno      

ANNIVERSARIES of WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT

extract from the writer's  "800 Women's Anniversaries  1991-2010"

Fri 11 Feb  London            Britain               25  Margaret Thatcher  first woman leader of UK political party

Sat 12 Feb  Topeka            U S A                 75  Joan Finney  Governor of Kansas  1991-95   born 1925

Mon 21 Feb  London            Britain               60  Women over 60 become eligible for old age pension        

Sat 26 Feb  Wellington        New Zealand           50  Helen Clark  Prime Minister  1999-  born 1950

50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY   

extract from the writer's  "4700 Women's Centenaries 1981-2050"

Births

 Born           Anniversary   Woman of distinction         Country     Main Activity                Reference#    

                                                                                                    (portrait*)   

 2 Feb 1650-87          350   Nell Gwyn                    Britain     actress                         EB JU*

 3 Feb 1900-84          100   Mabel Mercer                 Britain     contralto                       EB85     

16 Feb 1900-71          100   Mary Switzer                 U S A       rehabilitation worker           CW NAM         

21 Feb 1900-95          100   Madeleine Renaud             France      actress                         WWW JU                  

22 Feb 1950-98           50   Lucia Nogueira               Brazil      artist                          

29 Feb 1900-62          100   Augusta Savage               U S A       black sculptor                  CW AWA            

 Deaths                                                              

     c1422- 9 Feb 1450  550   Agnes Sorel                  France      stateswoman                     EB            

---

#CW  Celebrate Women  Birthday calendar of 1500 US women  1985/93  Margaret Zierdt 701 Roxboro Rd Rockville MD 20850

AFM  Encarta Africana  Microsoft  Redmond WA 98052-6399  CD-Rom  January 1999         

AWA  American Women Artists  Charlotte Rubinstein  ISBN 0-380-61101-5   Avon Boston pbk  1982 

AWW  Africa Who's Who  ISBN 0-903274-23-X  ed Raph Uwechue  Africa Books  3 Galena Rd London W6 0LT  3rd edition 1996

 DO  Dictionary of Opera  ISBN 0-356-09700-5  Charles Osborne  McDonald  London  1983

DWC  New Grove Dictionary of (875) Women Composers  ISBN 0-333-515986  ed Julie Anne Sadie  Macmillan London 1994

 EB  Encyclopaedia Britannica 1994 edition, or earlier Annual or Book of the Year (for events of previous year)

ELA  Encyclopedia of Latin American Literature  ISBN 1-884964-18-4   Verity Smith  Fitzroy Dearborn  Chicago  1997

ENA  Encyclopedia of Native American Biography  ISBN 0-8050-3270-3   Bruce E Johansen  Henry Holt & Co  New York  1997

HEB  Hutchison Encyclopaedia of Biography  ISBN 1-85986-157-1  ed Christine Nicholls  Helicon Oxford  1st edition 1996

 IW  (More) Missing Pieces - Women in Irish History  ISBN 0-946211-17-5  Attic Press  48 Fleet Street Dublin 2  1983/5

IWA  Indian Women through the Ages  ISBN 81-7488-143-3  5 vols  ed O P Ralhan  Amnol Publ  New Delhi 110 002  1995

IWW  International Who's Who 1990-91  ISBN 0-946653-58-5  Europa Publications  London  54th edition

 JU  Macmillan Dictionary of [1750] Women's Biography  ISBN 0-333-45303-4  Jennifer Uglow  Macmillan  2nd edition 1989

MCM  Microsoft Cinemania 97 (includes 2400 women)  Microsoft  Redmond WA 98052-6399  CD-Rom  July 1996         

NAM  [442] Notable American Women  Modern [1950-75]  ISBN 0674637334  Barbara Sicherman & Carol H Green  Harvard 1984

WAW  Who's Who of American Women  ISBN 0-8379-0418-8  Marquis Publications  New Providence  NJ 07974  1988

WCG  (100) Women Composers in Germany  ed Roswitha Sperber  Inter Nationes  Bonn  1996

WWP  Who's Who of (1500) Women in World Politics  ISBN 0-86291-627-5  Bowker-Saur  London  1st edition  1991 

 WW  Who's Who 1897-1998 (includes 6000 women) ISBN 0-7136-4516-4  A & C Black / Oxford Univ Press CD-Rom  June 1998         

WWW  International Who's Who of [5500] Women  ISBN 1-85743-027-1  Europa Publications  London  2nd edition  Feb 1997         
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN 

extract from the writer's  "1700 Birthdays for 2000"

DoB  Age in 2000    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata #   

                                                                                                              (*portrait)

 1 Feb 1898  102    Lilla Denmark               U S A           Atlanta pediatrician since 1928                    

 1 Feb 1912   88    Hazel Alexander             Britain         sculptor                                       

 1 Feb 1918   82    Muriel Spark                Britain         novelist  poet  playwright                     EB      

 1 Feb 1922   78    Renata Tebaldi              Italy           soprano                                        EB DO 

 1 Feb 1930   70    Maria Elena Walsh           Argentina       poet  children's writer                        ELA

 1 Feb 1939   61    Ekaterina Maksimova         Russia          ballerina                                      WWW

 1 Feb 1935   65    Ruth Clarke                 Britain         moderator  Gen Assembly  United Reform Church  

 2 Feb 1909   91    Dorothy Spencer             U S A           film editor                                    MCM 

 2 Feb 1927   73    Elaine Stritch              U S A           singer  actress                                WWW

 2 Feb 1929   71    Vera Chytilova              Czech Rep       director  screenwriter                         MCM

 2 Feb 1950   50    Barbara Sukowa              Germany         actress                                        MCM*

 2 Feb 1955   45    Teurai Ropa Nhongo          Zimbabwe        freedom fighter  women's leader                AWW 

 3 Feb 1930   70    Gillian Ayres               Britain         painter                                        WWW         

 3 Feb 1943   57    Blythe Danner               U S A           actress                                        MCM*

 3 Feb 1950   50    Zaynab Alkali               Nigeria         novelist                                         

 4 Feb 1903   97    Fathema Ismail              India           worker for disabled children                   IWA                

 4 Feb 1913   87    Rosa Parks                  U S A           civil rights activist                          CW          

 4 Feb 1921   79    Betty Friedan               U S A           author  Feminine Mystique 1963                 EB JU  

 4 Feb 1926   74    DING Jieyin                 China           sculptor                                       WWW

 4 Feb 1952   48    Jenny Shipley               New Zealand     teacher  farmer  prime minister 1997-99        WWW

 5 Feb 1917   83    Isuzu Yamada                Japan           actress                                        MCM 

 5 Feb 1922   78    Hanna Newcombe              Canada          peace researcher                               WWW

 5 Feb 1946   54    Charlotte Rampling          Britain         actress                                        MCM*

 5 Feb 1948   52    Barbara Hershey             U S A           actress                                        MCM*

 6 Feb 1920   80    Zsa Zsa Gabor               U S A           actress                                        IWW 

 6 Feb 1950   50    Natalie Cole                U S A           singer                                         WWW 

 7 Feb 1924   76    Dora Bryan                  Britain         actress                                        MCM 

 7 Feb 1927   73    Juliette Greco              France          actress  singer                                HEB  WWW

 7 Feb 1966   34    Kristin Otto                Germany         swimmer with 6 gold medals Seoul Olympics 1988 WWW

 8 Feb 1912   88    Anne Lambton                Britain         Persian scholar                                

 8 Feb 1922   78    Lotte Brott                 Canada          cellist                                        WWW         

 8 Feb 1922   78    Laurie Salas                New Zealand     teacher  disarmament worker                    

 8 Feb 1924   76    Lisel Mueller               U S A           poet  1997 Pulitzer laureate                   EB98

 8 Feb 1925   75    Rajendra Kumari Bajpai      India           freedom fighter  economist  politician         IWA

 8 Feb 1938   62    Elly Ameling                Netherlands     concert soprano                                DO WWW     

 8 Feb 1940   60    Averil Cameron              Britain         historian;  warden  Keble College  Oxford      WWW           

 8 Feb 1953   47    Mary Steenburgen            U S A           actress                                        MCM*

 9 Feb 1903   97    Cecily Pickerill            New Zealand     surgeon                                        WW          

 9 Feb 1922   78    Kathryn Grayson             U S A           actress  singer                                MCM*

 9 Feb 1939   61    Janet Suzman                South Africa    actress                                        MCM*

 9 Feb 1944   56    Alice Walker                U S A           novelist                                       CW WWW      

 9 Feb 1945   55    Mia Farrow                  U S A           actress                                        MCM*

 9 Feb 1948   52    Troth Wells                 Britain         co-founder  New Internationalist Oxford  1973- 

10 Feb 1927   73    Leontyne Price              U S A           soprano                                        CW DO  

10 Feb 1931   69    Rajinder Kaur               India           Sikh women's leader  educator                  IWA

10 Feb 1940   60    Mary Rand                   Britain         long jumper  pentathlete                       EB 

10 Feb 1947   53    Louise Arbour               Canada          prosecutor  International Criminal Tribunals   

11 Feb 1925   75    Virginia Johnson-Masters    U S A           physician  psychologist                        EB          

11 Feb 1925   75    Kim Stanley                 U S A           actress                                        MCM*

11 Feb 1932   68    Maryse Conde                Guadeloupe      novelist  playwright  essayist                 ELA

11 Feb 1934   66    Mary Quant                  Britain         dress designer                                 EB      

12 Feb 1945   55    Maud Adams                  Sweden          actress                                        MCM*

13 Feb 1918   82    Patricia Berg               U S A           golf champion                                  EB CW  

13 Feb 1931   69    LaDonna Harris              U S A           Comanche self-help leader                      ENA

13 Feb 1933   67    Kim Novak                   U S A           actress                                        MCM*

13 Feb 1935   65    Khem Lata Wakhlu            India           Hindi novelist  politician                     IWA

13 Feb 1939   61    Beate Klarsfeld             Germany         anti-nazi activist                             EB

13 Feb 1943   57    Elaine Pagels               U S A           historian of early Christianity                EB96

13 Feb 1944   56    Stockard Channing           U S A           actress                                        MCM*

14 Feb 1902   98    Mary Pickford               Britain         physiologist                                   WW  

14 Feb 1929   71    Ilse Schatz                 Namibia         farmer  San ethnologist                       

14 Feb 1941   59    Donna Shalala               U S A           Peace Corps 1962-64;secretary for health 1993- WWW

14 Feb 1962   38    Jennie Livingston           U S A           filmmaker                                      MCM 

15 Feb 1909   91    Chloe Marion Davis          Britain         consumer advocate                              WW  

15 Feb 1931   69    Claire Bloom                Britain         actress                                        EB      

15 Feb 1934   66    Susan Brownmiller           U S A           author  feminist                               WAW   

15 Feb 1946   54    Clare Short                 Britain         secretary of state  international development  WW               

15 Feb 1948   52    Marisa Berenson             U S A           actress; worker with disabled artists                   

15 Feb 1951   49    Jane Seymour                Britain         actress  tv producer                           MCM*
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN     continued

# Persons portrayed on UN medals struck in the 1970s  at the initiative of the writer

DoB  Age in 1999    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata   

16 Feb 1936   64    Kim Lim                     Singapore       sculptor  printmaker                           WWW           

16 Feb 1949   51    Maria Elena Bjornson        Denmark         theatre designer                               WW  

16 Feb 1973   27    Cathy Freeman               Australia       sprinter                                       EB98

17 Feb 1906   94    Miriam Freund-Rosenthal     U S A           Zionist leader                                 WWW 

17 Feb 1930   70    Ruth Rendell                Britain         crime novelist                                 WWW  

17 Feb 1931   69    Claire Palley               Britain         minority rights advocate                       WWW

17 Feb 1937   63    Rita Suessmuth              Germany         educator  feminist; speaker of parlt 1988-98   WWW

17 Feb 1938   62    Mary Frances Berry          U S A           historian  civil rights attorney               AFM

17 Feb 1945   55    Brenda Fricker              Ireland         actress                                        MCM*

18 Feb 1930   70    Mabel Dorothy Segun         Nigeria         children's author                                

18 Feb 1931   69    Toni Morrison               U S A           novelist;  Pulitzer fiction laureate 1987      EB89        

18 Feb 1950   50    Cybill Shepherd             U S A           actress  singer  producer                      MCM*

18 Feb 1957   43    Marita Koch                 Germany         sprinter                                       EB

19 Feb 1936   64    Sieglinde Ahrens            Germany         composer  organist                             WCG DWC 

19 Feb 1938   62    Maria Antoinetta Ciochirca  Romania         anatomical surgeon  women's leader             

19 Feb 1939   61    Erin (Pizzey) Shapiro       Britain         founder  Shelters for Battered Women 1971      JU      

20 Feb 1927   73    Fausta Deshormes La Valle   Italy           founder editor  Women of Europe             

20 Feb 1941   59    Buffy Sainte-Marie          U S A           Cree singer  civil rights worker  feminist     CW     

20 Feb 1961   39    Imogen Stubbs               Britain         actress                                        MCM 

21 Feb 1915   85    Ruth Bowden                 Britain         anatomist                                      WWW           

21 Feb 1930   70    Alice Joan Metge            New Zealand     anthropologist                                 WWW

21 Feb 1936   64    Janet Fookes                Britain         deputy speaker  House of Commons  1993-98      WWW           

21 Feb 1942   58    Margarethe von Trotta       Germany         screenwiter  director  actress                 MCM JU

21 Feb 1947   53    Olympia Snowe               U S A           senator from Maine  1995-2000                  WWW

21 Feb 1953   47    Christine Ebersole          U S A           actress                                        MCM*

22 Feb 1917   83    Jocelyn Herbert             Britain         theatre designer                               WW  

22 Feb 1950   50    Miou-Miou - Sylvette Hery   France          actress                                        MCM*

22 Feb 1950   50    Julie Walters               Britain         actress                                        MCM*

23 Feb 1954   46    Dorothy Connor              Britain         librarian  Woman of Europe nominee             

23 Feb 1965   35    Sylvie Guillem              France          dancer                                         WWW

23 Feb 1978   22    Yvonne Hopf                 Germany         paralympic swimming champion                   

24 Feb 1927   73    Emmanuelle Riva             France          actress                                        MCM*

24 Feb 1938   62    Kathleen Richardson         Britain         moderator  Free Church Council 1995-98         WWW

24 Feb 1948   52    Jayaram Jayalalitha         India           singer;  chief minister  Tamil Nadu  1991-96   WWP

24 Feb 1952   48    Helen Shaver                Canada          actress                                        MCM*

25 Feb 1915   85    Brenda Joyce                U S A           actress                                        MCM*

25 Feb 1934   66    Judith Stamm                Switzerland     president  National Council 1996               WWP

26 Feb 1919   81    Hendrika Mastenbroek        Netherlands     Olympic swimmer                                EB   

26 Feb 1921   79    Betty Hutton                U S A           actress  singer                                MCM*

26 Feb 1943   57    Kazimiera Prunskiene        Lithuania       economist; prime minister  1990-91             WWW    

27 Feb 1935   65    Mirella Freni               Italy           soprano                                        DO IWW     

27 Feb 1928   72    Aisha Rateb                 Egypt           law professor  ambassador                      AWW JU  

27 Feb 1928   72    Helena Bohle-Szacki         Poland          graphic artist                                        

27 Feb 1930   70    Joanne Woodward             U S A           actress                                        MCM*

27 Feb 1934   66    Elizabeth Taylor            U S A           film actress  anti-AIDS campaigner             EB          

27 Feb 1939   61    Antoinette Sibley           Britain         ballet dancer                                  WWW

27 Feb 1950   50    Julia Neuberger             Britain         rabbi  broadcaster                             WWW 

27 Feb 1954   46    Helen Sinclair              Britain         sculptor                                       

27 Feb 1966   34    Heidi Kirste                Germany         paralympic basketball champion                 

28 Feb 1940   60    Susan Iversen               Britain         experimental psychologist                      WW  

29 Feb 1902   98    Ellen Clara Pollock         Britain         actress-director                               WW  

29 Feb 1904   96    Rukmini Devi Arundale       India           dancer  musician  educator                     IWA

29 Feb 1920   80   #Michele Morgan              France          actress                                        WWW         

Persons in earlier birthday lists who have since died  and whose names are now included

in the writer's  "4700 Women's Centenaries 2001-2050"

 2 Feb 1903-99      Alix Meynell                Britain         civil servant                                  WW

 6 Feb 1913-96      Mary Leakey                 Britain         paleontologist                                 EB JU      

 7 Feb 1918-97      Ruth Sager                  U S A           geneticist                                     EB84 CW     

13 Feb 1905-90      Ra'ana LIAQUAT ALI KHAN     Pakistan        founder  All Pakistan Women's Association      JU     

17 Feb 1962-95      Alison Hargreaves           Britain         (first woman) solo climber of Everest          EB96

20 Feb 1903-97      Ella Maillart               Switzerland     traveller  writer                              WWW  

21 Feb 1875-97      Jeanne Calment              France          world's oldest person                          

21 Feb 1900-94      Madeleine Renaud            France          actress                                        WWW JU      

21 Feb 1936-96      Barbara Jordan              U S A           stateswoman                                    EB76    

22 Feb 1889-1977   #Olave Baden-Powell          Britain         World Chief Guide                              JU

25 Feb 1910-93      Millicent Fenwick           U S A           editor  congresswoman  civil rights worker     IWW  

27 Feb 1897-1993    Marian Anderson             U S A           contralto  civil rights worker                 JU
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