The PARITY DEMOCRAT
A monthly record of developments which enhance democracy through women's empowerment

www.shequality.org      

Vol 5   No 2         £ 5    US$ 10                                                          ISSN 1367-6946           February 2001

                                                                       Introduction


In this 50th issue of The Parity Democrat,  I highlight the February 2001 dates from my four anniversary lists,  5 "Anniversaries of the Democracies",  5 of "Women's Empowerment",  14 "Centenaries of Distinguished Women of History",  and 144 "Birthdays of Distinguished Living Women".  My attachment of the month is the paper prepared for the European Council  meeting at Nice from 7 to 11 December 2000.


My first banknote of the month, issued in late 1999, is the 20 000 metacais of Mozambique, showing a woman writing, a design which is also in the watermark on the left.


My second banknote, issued in June 2000, is the 1000 NT dollar of Taiwan, showing schoolgirls at geography and science lessons.   Since May 2000  Taiwan has had a woman Vice-President, Annette Lu, and there are a further 8women among 38 ministers.  Taiwan and Switzerland are now the world's only two sovereign states, and democracies, which are not members of the United Nations proper, headquartered in New York.  Sadly, as noted in one of my questions at Warsaw in June 2000, and in the paper attached to September's Parity Democrat,  Taiwan, unlike Switzerland, was not invited to the First Ministerial Conference "Toward a Community of Democracies".  


Perhaps this was self-censorship by the US government as conference co-convenor, not wishing to offend the communist People's Republic.  However  Taiwanese citizens took part in the parallel "First World Forum on Democracy", co-sponsored by the New York-based Freedom House, a further illustration of my long-held definition, that democracy is the state where citizenship is more important than leadership.
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ANNIVERSARIES of the DEMOCRACIES

extract from the writer's  "1250 Target Dates for Consolidating and Enhancing Democracy  1988-2010"

Anniversaries for Celebration

Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary                                       

Fri 23 Feb  Madrid            Spain                 20  Juan Carlos I saves new democracy from military coup in 1981

Sun 25 Feb  The Hague etc     Netherlands           60  Labour strike in World War II                

Mon 26 Feb  Washington        U S A                 50  22nd Amendment limits US presidency to two terms  

Wed 28 Feb  Portland  Oregon  U S A / World        100  Linus Pauling  double Nobel laureate  born in 1901

Occasions for Remembrance or Reconciliation                                                         

Mon  5 Feb  Aldi  Grozny      Russia                 1  Army massacre of 60 Chechen civilians in 2000

ANNIVERSARIES of WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT

extract from the writer's  "900 Women's Anniversaries  1991-2010"

Fri  2 Feb  Yerevan           Armenia               80  Votes for Women                           

Sun  4 Feb  Peoria/New York   U S A                 80  Betty Friedan  author  Feminine Mystique 1963  born in 1921  

Wed  7 Feb  Berne             Switzerland           30  Votes for Women at federal (not cantonal) level

Wed 14 Feb  Washington        U S A                 60  Donna Shalala  secretary for health 1993-2000  born in 1941  

       Feb  New York          United Nations        25  United Nations Fund for Women (Unifem)    

50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY   

extract from the writer's  "5200 Women's Centenaries 1981-2050"

 Born/Died      Anniversary   Woman of distinction         Country     Main Activity                Reference    

                                                                                                 see p 2 of PD 40

                                                                                                    portrait*   

 Births                                                              

 8 Feb 1851-22.8.1904   150   Kate Chopin                  U S A       novelist                        EB CW JU

10 Feb 1901-21.12.1992  100   Stella Adler                 U S A       actress  drama teacher                        

12 Feb 1851-18.8.1914   150   Anna Nikolayevna Esipova     Russia      pianist                         EB

18 Feb 1851-14.3.1931   150   Ida Husted Harper            U S A       journalist  suffragist          NAW 

21 Feb 1851-20.1.1934   150   Mariana Van Rensselaer       U S A       writer  art critic  historian   NAW 

23 Feb 1901-23.9.1960   100   Ruth Roland Nichols          U S A       aviator                         NAM 

24 Feb 1851-27.8.1936   150   Anna Morgan                  U S A       speech teacher                  NAW 

 Deaths                                                                   

 30.8.1797- 1 Feb 1851  150   Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley  Britain     novelist                        EB JU            

          - 5 Feb  251 1750   Agatha                       Italy       Sicilian martyr  saint          CB             

 12.8.1762-19 Feb 1851  150   Elizabeth Elkins Sanders     U S A       social critic  pamphleteer      NAW 

 26.1.1898-21 Feb 1951   50   Katarzyna Kobro              Poland      sculptor                        

    7.1858-21 Feb 1901  100   Anna E Bryan                 U S A       kindergarten educator           NAW 

  3.5.1825-22 Feb 1901  100   Laura Matilda Towne          U S A       educator of freed slaves        NAW 

  3.2.1737-23 Feb 1801  200   Elizabeth Graeme Ferguson    U S A       poet  letter-writer             NAW 

BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN 

extract from the writer's  "2001 Birthdays for 2001"

DoB  Age in 2001    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata   

 1 Feb 1898  103    Lilla Denmark               U S A           Atlanta pediatrician since 1928                    

 1 Feb 1912   89    Hazel Alexander             Britain         sculptor                                       

 1 Feb 1918   83    Muriel Spark                Britain         novelist  poet  playwright                     EB      

 1 Feb 1922   79    Renata Tebaldi              Italy           soprano                                        EB DO 

 1 Feb 1930   71    Maria Elena Walsh           Argentina       poet  children's writer                        ELA

 1 Feb 1939   62    Ekaterina Maksimova         Russia          ballerina                                      WWW

 1 Feb 1935   66    Ruth Clarke                 Britain         moderator  Gen Assembly  United Reform Church  

 1 Feb 1947   54    My-Anh                      Vietnam/France  sculptor                                       WWW         

 1 Feb 1965   36    Princess Stephanie          Monaco          singer  designer                               WWW
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN     continued

DoB  Age in 2001    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata   

 2 Feb 1909   92    Dorothy Spencer             U S A           film editor                                    MCM 

 2 Feb 1927   74    Elaine Stritch              U S A           singer  actress                                WWW

 2 Feb 1929   72    Vera Chytilova              Czech Rep       director  screenwriter                         MCM

 2 Feb 1937   69    Martina Arroyo              U S A           soprano                                        DO 

 2 Feb 1946   55    Jindra Vikova               Czech Republic  sculptor                                       WWW         

 2 Feb 1947   54    Farrah Fawcett              U S A           actress                                        WWW 

 2 Feb 1950   51    Barbara Sukowa              Germany         actress                                        MCM*

 2 Feb 1955   46    Teurai Ropa Nhongo          Zimbabwe        freedom fighter  women's leader                AWW 

 3 Feb 1930   71    Gillian Ayres               Britain         painter                                        WWW         

 3 Feb 1936   65    Parvine Curie               France          sculptor                                       WWW         

 3 Feb 1943   58    Blythe Danner               U S A           actress                                        MCM*

 3 Feb 1950   51    Zaynab Alkali               Nigeria         novelist                                         

 4 Feb 1903   98    Fathema Ismail              India           worker for disabled children                   IWA                

 4 Feb 1913   88    Rosa Parks                  U S A           civil rights activist                          CW          

 4 Feb 1926   75    DING Jieyin                 China           sculptor                                       WWW

 4 Feb 1952   49    Jenny Shipley               New Zealand     teacher  farmer  prime minister 1997-99        WWW

 5 Feb 1917   84    Isuzu Yamada                Japan           actress                                        MCM 

 5 Feb 1922   79    Hanna Newcombe              Canada          peace researcher                               WWW

 5 Feb 1932   69    Hiro Yoshioka               Japan           sculptor  medallist                                 

 5 Feb 1946   55    Charlotte Rampling          Britain         actress                                        MCM*

 5 Feb 1948   53    Barbara Hershey             U S A           actress                                        MCM*

 6 Feb 1920   81    Zsa Zsa Gabor               U S A           actress                                        IWW 

 6 Feb 1950   51    Natalie Cole                U S A           singer                                         WWW 

 7 Feb 1924   77    Dora Bryan                  Britain         actress                                        MCM 

 7 Feb 1927   74    Juliette Greco              France          actress  singer                                HEB  WWW

 7 Feb 1966   35    Kristin Otto                Germany         swimmer with 6 gold medals Seoul Olympics 1988 WWW

 8 Feb 1912   89    Anne Lambton                Britain         Persian scholar                                

 8 Feb 1922   79    Lotte Brott                 Canada          cellist                                        WWW         

 8 Feb 1922   79    Laurie Salas                New Zealand     teacher  disarmament worker                    

 8 Feb 1924   77    Lisel Mueller               U S A           poet  1997 Pulitzer laureate                   EB98

 8 Feb 1925   76    Rajendra Kumari Bajpai      India           freedom fighter  economist  politician         IWA

 8 Feb 1938   63    Elly Ameling                Netherlands     concert soprano                                DO WWW     

 8 Feb 1940   61    Averil Cameron              Britain         historian;  warden  Keble College  Oxford      WWW           

 8 Feb 1953   48    Mary Steenburgen            U S A           actress                                        MCM*

 9 Feb 1903   98    Cecily Pickerill            New Zealand     surgeon                                        WW          

 9 Feb 1922   79    Kathryn Grayson             U S A           actress  singer                                MCM*

 9 Feb 1932   69    ZHANG Dedi                  China           sculptor                                       WWW         

 9 Feb 1939   62    Janet Suzman                South Africa    actress                                        MCM*

 9 Feb 1944   57    Alice Walker                U S A           novelist                                       CW WWW      

 9 Feb 1945   56    Mia Farrow                  U S A           actress                                        MCM*

 9 Feb 1948   53    Troth Wells                 Britain         co-founder  New Internationalist Oxford  1973- 

10 Feb 1927   74    Leontyne Price              U S A           soprano                                        CW DO  

10 Feb 1931   70    Rajinder Kaur               India           Sikh women's leader  educator                  IWA

10 Feb 1940   61    Mary Rand                   Britain         long jumper  pentathlete                       EB 

10 Feb 1947   54    Louise Arbour               Canada          prosecutor  International Criminal Tribunals   

10 Feb 1967   34    Laura Dern                  U S A           actress                                        WWW 

11 Feb 1925   76    Virginia Johnson-Masters    U S A           physician  psychologist                        EB          

11 Feb 1925   76    Kim Stanley                 U S A           actress                                        MCM*

11 Feb 1932   69    Maryse Conde                Guadeloupe      novelist  playwright  essayist                 ELA

11 Feb 1934   67    Mary Quant                  Britain         dress designer                                 EB      

11 Feb 1969   32    Jennifer Aniston            U S A           actress                                        

12 Feb 1925   76    Joan Finney                 U S A           governor of Kansas  1991-                      WWW

12 Feb 1938   63    Judy Blume                  U S A           children's author                              WWW                               

12 Feb 1945   56    Maud Adams                  Sweden          actress                                        MCM*

13 Feb 1918   83    Patricia Berg               U S A           golf champion                                  EB CW  

13 Feb 1920   81    Eileen Farrell              U S A           opera singer                                   WWW                               

13 Feb 1931   70    LaDonna Harris              U S A           Comanche self-help leader                      ENA

13 Feb 1933   68    Kim Novak                   U S A           actress                                        MCM*

13 Feb 1935   66    Khem Lata Wakhlu            India           Hindi novelist  politician                     IWA

13 Feb 1939   62    Beate Klarsfeld             Germany         anti-nazi activist                             EB

13 Feb 1943   58    Elaine Pagels               U S A           historian of early Christianity                EB96

13 Feb 1944   57    Stockard Channing           U S A           actress                                        MCM*

14 Feb 1902   99    Mary Pickford               Britain         physiologist                                   WW  

14 Feb 1929   72    Ilse Schatz                 Namibia         farmer  San ethnologist                       

14 Feb 1935   66    Mickey Wright               U S A           golf champion                                  CW  

14 Feb 1962   39    Jennie Livingston           U S A           filmmaker                                      MCM 
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN     continued

# Persons portrayed on UN medals struck in the 1970s  at the initiative of the writer

DoB  Age in 2001    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Biodata   

15 Feb 1909   92    Chloe Marion Davis          Britain         consumer advocate                              WW  

15 Feb 1931   70    Claire Bloom                Britain         actress                                        EB      

15 Feb 1934   67    Susan Brownmiller           U S A           author  feminist                               WAW   

15 Feb 1946   55    Clare Short                 Britain         secretary of state  international development  WW               

15 Feb 1948   53    Marisa Berenson             U S A           actress; worker with disabled artists                   

15 Feb 1951   50    Jane Seymour                Britain         actress  tv producer                           MCM*

16 Feb 1936   65    Kim Lim                     Singapore       sculptor  printmaker                           WWW           

16 Feb 1949   52    Maria Elena Bjornson        Denmark         theatre designer                               WW  

16 Feb 1973   28    Cathy Freeman               Australia       sprinter                                       EB98

17 Feb 1906   95    Miriam Freund-Rosenthal     U S A           Zionist leader                                 WWW 

17 Feb 1930   71    Ruth Rendell                Britain         crime novelist                                 WWW  

17 Feb 1931   70    Claire Palley               Britain         minority rights advocate                       WWW

17 Feb 1937   64    Rita Suessmuth              Germany         educator  feminist; speaker of parlt 1988-98   WWW

17 Feb 1938   63    Mary Frances Berry          U S A           historian  civil rights attorney               AFM

17 Feb 1945   56    Brenda Fricker              Ireland         actress                                        MCM*

17 Mar 1972   29    Mia Hamm                    U S A           footballer  women's sports benefactor          EB 2000*

18 Feb 1922   79    Helen Gurley Brown          U S A           writer  editor                                 WWW                               

18 Feb 1930   71    Mabel Dorothy Segun         Nigeria         children's author                                

18 Feb 1931   70    Toni Morrison               U S A           novelist;  Pulitzer fiction laureate 1987      EB89        

18 Feb 1933   68    Yoko Ono                    Japan           artist  singer                                 WWW                               

18 Feb 1950   51    Cybill Shepherd             U S A           actress  singer  producer                      MCM*

18 Feb 1957   44    Marita Koch                 Germany         sprinter                                       EB

19 Feb 1936   65    Sieglinde Ahrens            Germany         composer  organist                             WCG DWC 

19 Feb 1938   63    Maria Antoinetta Ciochirca  Romania         anatomical surgeon  women's leader             

19 Feb 1939   62    Erin (Pizzey) Shapiro       Britain         founder  Shelters for Battered Women 1971      JU      

20 Feb 1924   77    Gloria Vanderbilt           U S A           artist  actree  fashion designer               WWW                               

20 Feb 1927   74    Fausta Deshormes La Valle   Italy           founder editor  Women of Europe             

20 Feb 1935   66    Christiane Baroche          France          biologist  writer                              WWW

20 Feb 1941   60    Buffy Sainte-Marie          U S A           Cree singer  civil rights worker  feminist     CW     

20 Feb 1961   40    Imogen Stubbs               Britain         actress                                        MCM 

20 Feb 1966   35    Cindy Crawford              U S A           fashion model                                  WWW                               

21 Feb 1915   86    Ruth Bowden                 Britain         anatomist                                      WWW           

21 Feb 1930   71    Alice Joan Metge            New Zealand     anthropologist                                 WWW

21 Feb 1933   68    Nina Simone                 U S A           singer  civil rights activist                  WWW                               

21 Feb 1936   65    Janet Fookes                Britain         deputy speaker  House of Commons  1993-98      WWW           

21 Feb 1942   59    Margarethe von Trotta       Germany         screenwiter  director  actress                 MCM JU

21 Feb 1946   55    Tyne Daly                   U S A           actress                                        WWW 

21 Feb 1947   54    Olympia Snowe               U S A           senator from Maine  1995-2006                  WWW

21 Feb 1953   48    Christine Ebersole          U S A           actress                                        MCM*

21 Feb 1986   15    Charlotte Church            Britain         singer  

22 Feb 1917   84    Jocelyn Herbert             Britain         theatre designer                               WW  

22 Feb 1950   51    Miou-Miou - Sylvette Hery   France          actress                                        MCM*

22 Feb 1950   51    Julie Walters               Britain         actress                                        MCM*

22 Feb 1975   26    Drew Barrymore              U S A           actress                                        WWW 

23 Feb 1954   47    Dorothy Connor              Britain         librarian  Woman of Europe nominee             

23 Feb 1965   36    Sylvie Guillem              France          dancer                                         WWW

23 Feb 1978   23    Yvonne Hopf                 Germany         paralympic swimming champion                   

24 Feb 1927   74    Emmanuelle Riva             France          actress                                        MCM*

24 Feb 1938   63    Kathleen Richardson         Britain         moderator  Free Church Council 1995-98         WWW

24 Feb 1952   49    Helen Shaver                Canada          actress                                        MCM*

25 Feb 1915   86    Brenda Joyce                U S A           actress                                        MCM*

25 Feb 1934   67    Judith Stamm                Switzerland     president  National Council 1996               WWP

26 Feb 1919   82    Hendrika Mastenbroek        Netherlands     Olympic swimmer                                EB   

26 Feb 1921   80    Betty Hutton                U S A           actress  singer                                MCM*

26 Feb 1943   58    Kazimiera Prunskiene        Lithuania       economist; prime minister  1990-91             WWW    

26 Feb 1950   51    Helen Clark                 New Zealand     prime minister  1999-                          WWW    

27 Feb 1935   66    Mirella Freni               Italy           soprano                                        DO IWW     

27 Feb 1928   73    Aisha Rateb                 Egypt           law professor  ambassador                      AWW JU  

27 Feb 1928   73    Helena Bohle-Szacki         Poland          graphic artist                                        

27 Feb 1930   71    Joanne Woodward             U S A           actress                                        MCM*

27 Feb 1934   67    Elizabeth Taylor            U S A           film actress  anti-AIDS campaigner             EB          

27 Feb 1939   62    Antoinette Sibley           Britain         ballet dancer                                  WWW

27 Feb 1950   51    Julia Neuberger             Britain         rabbi  broadcaster                             WWW 

27 Feb 1954   47    Helen Sinclair              Britain         sculptor                                       

27 Feb 1966   35    Heidi Kirste                Germany         paralympic basketball champion                 

28 Feb 1940   61    Susan Iversen               Britain         experimental psychologist                      WW  

29 Feb 1902   99    Ellen Clara Pollock         Britain         actress-director                               WW  

29 Feb 1904   97    Rukmini Devi Arundale       India           dancer  musician  educator                     IWA

29 Feb 1920   81   #Michele Morgan              France          actress                                        WWW   
