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                                                     Introduction


In this sixth issue of Parity Democrat, in the inside pages, I Highlight the July 1997 dates from three of my anniversary lists, namely  six dates from "Women's Empowerment in the 1990s", eight from  "Centenaries of 2500 Distinguished Women of History", and 94  from "Birthdays of 1000 Distinguished Living Women". 


Two distinguished living women whose birthdays fall in July  are Iris Murdoch and Vittoria Nuti Ronchi, persons I invited to donate their portraits for Ceres medals in the 1970s.  Iris Murdoch, the novelist and philosopher, worked with the UN in the mid 1940s  for refugee relief in Europe.  Sadly, she is now suffering from Alzheimer's disease.  Vittoria Nuti Ronchi, the plant geneticist, has also done important voluntary work, setting up refuges for homeless young women in Pisa.  Both almost certainly deserve Nobel prizes in their fields, but with only 9women out of 93 being awarded the Literature prize in 96 years, and only 11 women out of 430 winning a Science prize, they have an extra obstacle to surmount.  On 20 July 1996  I sent the six Nobel Committees some suggestions on making the Prizes more women-friendly, and named 270 women from my Birthdays list who had done important work in their fields.


Another area in which I have been active is the promotion of gender-sensitive language in modern constitutional documents.  The first country to adopt such a constitution was Namibia, prior to its independence on 21 March 1990.  South Africa followed suit, with even more substantive articles on women's rights.  The first international body to adopt gender-sensitive language was the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, which did so in the English co-original of its 1990 Articles of Agreement, and then partly extended it to the French and German texts of its Rules.


Recently I have been happy to learn that in April 1996  the Inter-Parliamentary Union systematically sensitized its Statutes and Rules, in their English, French and Spanish versions.  Indeed the English has been so well drafted, that it completely obviates the transitional "he or she", "his or her".  Thus Article 12 of the Statutes which in 1993 read  "The Conference shall be opened by the President of the Council or, in his absence, by his substitute"  had by 1996 become  "The Conference shall be opened by the President of the Council or, in the absence of the President, by the Vice-President . .".  French and Spanish face the challenge of inclusive language, not so much in possessive pronouns, as in nouns, adjectives and participles.  Again the writers have met this challenge throughout, the Spanish text for Article 12 reading  "La Conferencia sera inaugurada por el Presidente o la Presidenta del Consejo o, en ausencia de este(a), por el Vicepresidente o la Vicepresidenta . . ".


Inclusive language is one of the many subjects  I raise at press conferences.  As samples of the near 500 questions I have put on democracy and women's advancement, I attach to this record a list of questions I raised in Amsterdam on 16 May at the European Summit of the Regions and Cities.
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ANNIVERSARIES of WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT:  July 1997

extract from the writer's  "500 Women's Anniversaries for the 1990s"

Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary                                       

Wed  2 Jul  Westminster       Britain               50  Ann Taylor  Leader  House of Commons  born 1947

Sat  5 Jul  Caracas           Venezuela             50  Votes for Women                           

Wed  9 Jul  Hobart Tasmania   Australia            100  Enid Lyons  teacher  politician  1897-1981  born

Sun 13 Jul  Paris             France                70  Simone Veil  President  European Assembly  1979-81  born 1927

Fri 18 Jul  London            Britain               90  Mary Stott  journalist  first 21-yr-old woman voter  born 1907    

Thu 24 Jul  Kansas            U S A                100  Amelia Earhart  aviator  1897-1937  born

50- & 100-Year ANNIVERSARIES of DISTINGUISHED WOMEN of HISTORY:  July 1997

extract from the writer's  "2500 Women's Anniversaries 1981-2005"

Country        Woman of distinction          Main Activity                       Lived         Anniversary  Reference#

Australia      Enid Lyons                    teacher  politician            9.7.1897-1981       100.birth   EB81 JU            

United Kingdom Grace Aguilar                 Jewish author                      1816-16.9.47    150.death   EB JU   

               Letitia Chitty                aeronautical engineer         15.7.1897-1982       100.birth   WW

               Jean Ingelow                  poet  novelist                     1820-20.7.97    100.death   WW            

               Kathleen Kennet               sculptor                           188?-25.7.1947   50.death   WW

United States  Amelia Earhart                aviator                       24.7.1897-1937       100.birth   EB*

               Ellen Henrotin                women's organizer              6.7.1847-1922       150.birth   CW            

               Theresa Wolfson               labor economist               19.7.1897-1972       100.birth   CW NAM         

BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN:  July 1997

extract from the writer's  "1000 Birthdays for the 1990s"

* Persons portrayed on UN medals struck in the 1970s  at the initiative of the writer

DoB  Age in 1997    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Reference   

 1 Jul 1904   93    Mary Calderone              U S A           Sex educator                                   CW     

 1 Jul 1916   81    Olivia de Havilland         U S A           Film actress                                   EB          

 1 Jul 1941   56    Twyla Tharp                 U S A           Choreographer                                  EB JU WWW      

 1 Jul 1961   36    Princess Diana              Britain         President  Dr Barnado's Homes for Children     EB82  JU

 2 Jul 1923   74    Wislawa Szymborska          Poland          Poet  translator  critic                       WWW WL

 2 Jul 1947   50    Ann Taylor                  Britain         Leader  House of Commons  1997-                WW            

 2 Jul 1949   48    Alexandra Berkova           Czech Rep       Novelist  playwright                           WL WWW

 3 Jul 1923   74    Sue Ryder                   Britain         Philanthropist of the disabled                 JU      

 3 Jul 1942   55    Elizabeth Reid              Australia       Philosopher; Head  UNDP Program against AIDS           

 4 Jul 1943   54    Heide Simonis               Germany         Prime Minister  Schleswig-Holstein 1993-       WWP         

 5 Jul 1946   51    Daniela Hodrova             Czech Rep       Novelist  critic                               WL WWW

 6 Jul 1930   67    Francoise Mallet-Joris      Belgium         Novelist                                       EB

 6 Jul 1931   66    Emily Nasrallah             Lebanon         Writer  feminist                               WWW    

 6 Jul 1938   59    Inge Genefke                Denmark         Director Rehabilitation Centre against Torture 

 6 Jul 1939   58    Mary Peters                 N Ireland       Pentathlete                                    JU     

 7 Jul 1917   80    Gwendolyn Brooks            U S A           Poet                                           EB JU    

 7 Jul 1937   60    Khadiga Safwat              Sudan           Sociologist                                    WWW 

 8 Jul 1926   71    Elisabeth Kuebler-Ross      Switzerland     Psychiatrist; counsellor to the dying          CW          

 8 Jul 1943   54    Faye Wattleton              U S A           Nurse;President Planned Parenthood Fedn 1978-  EB92 

 8 Jul 1946   51    Kathryn Fuller              U S A           President  World Wildlife Fund  USA  1989-     CW

 8 Jul 1946   51    Cynthia Gregory             U S A           Ballerina                                      EB     

 8 Jul 1953   44    Anna Quindlen               U S A           Columnist  novelist                            EB95   

 9 Jul 1928   69   *Vittoria Nuti Ronchi        Italy           Plant geneticist; founder young women's refuges            

 9 Jul 1936   61    June Jordan                 U S A           Poet  civil rights worker                      CW     

10 Jul 1929   68    Winifred Ewing              Britain         Scottish politician                            WWW JU

10 Jul 1930   67    Josephine Veasey            Britain         Mezzo-soprano                                  DO WWW

10 Jul 1931   66    Alice Munro                 Canada          Novelist                                       EB91        

11 Jul 1925   72    Mattiwilda Dobbs            U S A           Soprano                                        DO          

----

#CW  Celebrate Women  Birthday calendar of 1500 US women  1985/93  Margaret Zierdt 701 Roxboro Rd Rockville MD 20850

 DA  Dictionary of Art  ISBN 1-884446-00-0   34 vols  ed Jane Turner  Macmillan  London  1996

 DO  Dictionary of Opera  ISBN 0-356-09700-5  Charles Osborne  McDonald  London  1983

DWC  New Grove Dictionary of (875) Women Composers  ISBN 0-333-515986  ed Julie Anne Sadie  Macmillan London 1994

 EB  Encyclopaedia Britannica 1994 edition, or earlier Annual or Book of the Year (for events of previous year)

 JU  Macmillan Dictionary of [1750] Women's Biography  ISBN 0-333-45303-4  Jennifer Uglow  Macmillan  2nd edition 1989

NAW  Notable American Women 1607-1950  3 vols  Edward T James  Harvard Belknap paperback 1971

IWW  International Who's Who 1990-91  Europa Publications  London  54th edition

WWW  International Who's Who of [5000] Women  ISBN 0-946653-85-2  Europa Publications  London  1st edition  Sept 1992         

 WW  Who's Who 1897-1996 (includes 5600 women) ISBN 0-71-364519-9  A & C Black / Oxford Univ Press CD-Rom  Sept 1996         
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BIRTHDAYS of DISTINGUISHED LIVING WOMEN:  July 1997

DoB  Age in 1997    Woman of distinction        Country          "First", Other Achievements or Position       Reference   

12 Jul 1918   79    Mary Glen Haig              Britain         President  Sport Association for Disabled      

12 Jul 1919   78    Mary Angela Kekedo          Papua NG        Educator                                       WWW 

12 Jul 1920   77    Maria Piechotka             Poland          Architect                                      WWW 

13 Jul 1927   70    Simone Veil                 France          President  European Parliament  1979-81        EB76- JU

13 Jul 1953   44    Violeta Dinescu             Romania         Composer                                       WWW  

14 Jul 1911   86    Gertrude Scharff Goldhaber  U S A           Physicist                                      IWW         

15 Jul 1918   79    Brenda Milner               Canada          Neuropsychologist                              WWW 

15 Jul 1919   78   *Iris Murdoch                Britain         Philosopher  novelist                          EB JU      

15 Jul 1927   70    Patricia Ann Jellicoe       Britain         Playwright  theatre director                   WWW 

15 Jul 1936   61    Krystyna Chojnowska-Liskiewicz   Poland     First solo round-world yachtswoman 1976-78     IWW JU     

15 Jul 1938   59    Carmen Callil               Australia       Publisher  feminist                            IWW JU     

15 Jul 1943   54    Jocelyn Bell Burnell        Britain         Radio astronomer                               WWW   

16 Jul 1938   59    Anita Brookner              Britain         Art historian  novelist                        WWW    

16 Jul 1942   55    Margaret Court              Australia       Tennis player                                  EB 

17 Jul 1917   80    Margarete Mitscherlich      Denmark/Germany Psychoanalyst  author                                   

18 Jul 1900   97    Natalie Sarraute            France          Novelist                                       EB JU       

18 Jul 1907   90    Mary Stott                  Britain         Journalist  UK's 1st 21-yr-old woman voter     

18 Jul 1926   71    Elizabeth Jennings          Britain         Poet                                           EB WWW      

19 Jul 1921   76    Rosalyn Yalow               U S A           Medical physicist; Nobel Prize 1977            EB78  JU

19 Jul 1939   58    Eugenia Reyes Toledo        Chile           Biologist  naturalist                          WWW

19 Jul 1954   43    Cecilie Ore                 Norway          Composer                                       

19 Jul 1965   32    Evelyn Glennie              Britain         Percussionist  musician                        WWW         

20 Jul 1898   99    Esther Heymer               U S A           Peace worker  women's rights leader            

20 Jul 1910   87    Veronica (C V) Wedgwood     Britain         Historian                                      JU      

20 Jul 1920   77    Elise Marie Boulding        U S A           Sociologist  peace worker  feminist            WWW         

20 Jul 1928   61    Tamara Jaworska             Canada          Painter  tapestry artist                       WWW    

20 Jul 1936   61    Barbara Mikulski            U S A           Senator for Maryland  1987-98                  WWW         

20 Jul 1939   58    Judy Chicago                U S A           Artist  feminist                               CW     

21 Jul 1936   61    Nani Georgevna Bregvadze    Georgia         Concert soloist  feminist                      WWW      

21 Jul 1938   59    Janet Reno                  U S A           (first woman) Attorney General  1993-          EB94   

21 Jul 1941   56    Heather Angel               Britain         Wildlife photographer                          WWW      

21 Jul 1944   53    Buchi Emecheta              Nigeria         Novelist  children's author                    EB JU      

22 Jul 1943   54    Kay Bailey Hutchison        U S A           Senator from Texas  1993-2000                  

23 Jul 1931   66    Te Atairangikaahu           New Zealand     Queen (Arikinui) & Head of Maori Kingship'66-  WWW

23 Jul 1924   73    Magdalena Wiecek            Poland          Sculptor                                       DA     

24 Jul 1920   77    Bella Abzug                 U S A           Lawyer  politician feminist environmentalist   JU      

24 Jul 1960   37    Catherine Destivelle        France          Mountaineer                                    WWW

24 Jul 1960   37    Michie Nakamaru             Japan           Soprano                                        EB92        

24 Jul 1963   34    Julie Krone                 U S A           Jockey                                         EB94   

25 Jul 1939   58    Catherine Callbeck          Canada          Premier  Prince Edward Island  1992-96         

26 Jul 1925   72    Anna Maria Matute           Spain           Novelist                                       JU      

26 Jul 1945   52    Helen Mirren                Britain         Actress                                        WWW EB95 

26 Jul 1956   41    Dorothy Hamill              U S A           Figure skater                                  EB 

26 Jul 1979   28    Tanni Grey                  Britain         Champion wheelchair racer                      

27 Jul 1912   85    Hilde Domin                 Germany         Poet                                           IWW         

27 Jul 1948   49    Peggy Gale Fleming          U S A           Ice figure skater                              EB

28 Jul 1909   88    Erna Low                    Austria / UK    Pioneer tour operator  1932-                   

29 Jul 1919   78    Patricia Hannah Clarke      Britain         Microbiologist                                 IWW         

29 Jul 1930   67    Nancy Teeters               U S A           Governor  Federal Reserve System 1978-84       CW

29 Jul 1932   65    Nancy Kassebaum             U S A           Senator for Kansas  1979-96                    WWW  

29 Jul 1936   61    Elizabeth Hanford Dole      U S A           President  American Red Cross  1991-           EB84    

29 Jul 1950   47    Jenny Holzer                U S A           Sculptor                                       IWW         

29 Jul 1957   40    Nellie Kim                  Tajikistan      Gymnast  coach                                 WWW 

29 Jul 1966   31    Sally Gunnell               Britain         Hurdler                                        WWW

30 Jul 1912   85    Anne Ridler                 Britain         Poet  dramatist                                EB 

30 Jul 1914   83    Beatrix Marie Beck          Switzerland     Novelist                                       WWW      

30 Jul 1933   64    Ada Aharoni                 Israel          Poet  educator                                 WWW      

30 Jul 1950   47    Harriet Harman              Britain         Secretary of State  Social Security & Women    WW

31 Jul 1951   46    Evonne Goolagong Cawley     Australia       Tennis player                                  IWW         

Persons in earlier birthday lists who have since died and whose names may now be found in the author's

"2500 Distinguished Women of History:   50- and 100-year Anniversaries  1981-2005

2 Jul 1908-96      Jean Sinclair               South Africa    Founder  Black Sash movement 1955

 3 Jul 1904         Halina Auderska             Poland          Underground fighter  novelist                  WWW      

14 Jul 1916-91      Natalia Ginsburg            Italy           Author                                         EB          

16 Jul 1911-95      Ginger Rogers               U S A           Dancer  actress                                EB 

17 Jul 1898-1991    Berenice Abbott             U S A           Photographer                                   EB JU        

18 Jul 1926-87      Margaret Laurence           Canada          Short story writer  novelist                   EB76        

20 Jul 1901-95      Dilys Powell                Britain         Film critic                                    EB96

20 Jul 1904-96      Molly Keane                 Britain         Playwright                                     WW EB
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QUESTIONS on DEMOCRACY & WOMEN'S ADVANCEMENT in the REGIONS of EUROPE

European Summit of the Regions & Cities    Amsterdam   15-16 May 1997    @ Raymond Lloyd

Date      Place        Occasion                 Person Addressed, Office & Country               *FR/PD

16. 5.97  Amsterdam    Euro Regions Summit      Pasqual Maragall  President Committee Euro Regions  PD   

    "         "         "      "      "         Manuel Fraga  President of Galicia  Spain           PD   

    "         "         "      "      "         Luc Van den Brande  Minister-President  Flanders    PD   

    "         "         "      "      "         Edmund Stoiber  Minister-President  Bavaria         PD   

    "         "         "      "      " (2)     Pasqual Maragall  Mayor of Barcelona  Catalunya     PD   

16. 5.97  Amsterdam    Euro Regions Summit      Pasqual Maragall  President Committee Euro Regions  PD   


In its Final Declaration  this summit demands that Committee "members should be required .  . to belong to an elected regional or local body", but nowhere do you propose  that the Committee itself, which has hardly 50 women, or 11%, among its 444 members and alternates, reflect the gender balance of, say, the European Parliament which has 175 women, or 28%, among its 626 MEPs:  assuming that you do not wish the Committee to become just another, modern, bastion of male chauvinism, will you and the Committee take special steps to ensure, for the new mandate beginning in late 1997, that the number of women is at least doubled to 100 out of 444 members and alternates?

16. 5.97  Amsterdam    Euro Regions Summit      Manuel Fraga  President  Galicia  (Spain)           PD   


In the Stoiber-Gomes paper before this conference, on "Regions and cities, pillars of Europe", it is stated that "The committee of the Regions backs the enlargement of the Union to include the countries of central and eastern Europe", but does the Committee itself have plans to associate with its work the mini-states of Europe within its borders, such as Andorra, Liechtenstein, Monaco and San Marino, and autonomous areas such as the Channel Islands, the Faroes and the Isle of Man, which might have thought that their identity would be completely swamped if they joined the European Union and its other, more centralized, institutions? 

16. 5.97  Amsterdam    Euro Regions Summit      Edmund Stoiber  Minister-President  Bavaria         PD   


In Germany  176, or 26%, of your 672 MPs are women, as are 34% of your 99 MEPs, and 50% of your 2 Euro-Commissioners, yet of the 48 German members and alternates on the Committee of the Regions  43 are men:  given that all 48 Committee places are appointments, is Germany, and Bavaria, making a special effort, for the next four-year mandate beginning in late 1997 and early 1998, to ensure that the number of German women members is at least trebled, so that this Committee becomes an exercise, not only in regional democracy, but in parity democracy?

16. 5.97  Amsterdam    Euro Regions Summit      Luc Van den Brande  Minister-President  Flanders    PD   


1997 marks major anniversaries of at least four European cities, the 2750th of Rome, the 1900th of Gloucester, the 1000th of Gdansk and the 850th of Moscow:  has the Committee of the Regions drawn up a calendar of forthcoming anniversaries of European cities and regions, not only for cultural purposes, but to target unemployment and other problem areas, so that such anniversaries really are occasions, not for commiseration, but for genuine celebration?

16. 5.97  Amsterdam    Euro Regions Summit (2)  Pasqual Maragall  Mayor of Barcelona  Catalunya     PD   


Now that European Councils have been held in regional cities such as Corfu, Essen, Cannes and Florence, will the Committee of the Regions make a systematic effort to have all future European summits, once they have been held in a metropolis, to be held in regional cities, not least because their conference and hotel arrangements are often equally as good?   And, given that the UK summit in June 1998 will be held in Cardiff, the capital of a region speaking an important minority language, will you try to ensure that, for this one-off occasion, a working language of the European summit is Welsh?

----------

· FR denotes the writer's press accreditation as honorary correspondent  of the New York-based, 1941-founded, Freedom (House) Review  (ISSN 1054-3090), or the Westminster-based, 1997-founded, PArity Democrat  (ISSN 1367-6946).   Thequestions are extracted from  "A Third 100 Questions on Democracy"  and  "A Second 100 Questions on Women's Advancement"  asked at Summits 1995-97.  
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