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WOMEN'S ADVANCEMENT, PLURALIST DEMOCRACY & POLITICAL INTEGRITY

Letter 5A to Leaders & Citizens in Open Polities

                                                                                                                        25 December 1986

His Imperial Majesty  

   Hirohito

Emperor of Japan     

   May I congratulate you on the 60th anniversary of your accession.  I do this out of respect for a life devoted to scholarship and marine biology, for your decision in 1945 to bring a rapid end to World War II and so genuinely reinaugurate your Era of Bright Peace, and for your visit in 1921 as Crown Prince to my college in Oxford, Exeter, whose rowing boat still sports the chrysanthemum in your honour.

   1987 will mark another, less happy occasion, the 50th anniversary of the Rape of Nanjing in December 1937, possibly the most tragic act of the Pacific and World War II.  The Chinese have recently estimated that 300 000 civilians were individually massacred: what the Judgment of the Far East Tribunal does emphasise is the personal violence against 20 000 women and girls, perhaps the worst example then known of men's inhumanity to women - hence its international designation as the Rape of Nanjing (1948 Judgment: ch VIII p 399).

   For two years now, in my work for women's advancement and democracy worldwide, I have been trying to have this anniversary commemorated and it seems that, after I first wrote to Beijing on 7April 1985, almost certainly by coincidence, a special memorial has since been opened in Nanjing.  However, notwithstanding the same letter to the then Foreign Minister Shin taro Abe and a further letter of 16 September 1985, and a personal visit to Tokyo (and Nanjing) the following month, I have yet to learn of any Japanese plans to commemorate next December's anniversary.  One reason for this, at least among my younger Japanese friends, may be ignorance of recent history, while many older women friends are too fragile to take any initiative.

   May I therefore suggest that in December 1987 you and Empress Nagako undertake a Visit of Reconciliation to Nanjing?  Or, if this is not possible for reasons of precedent or health, that Crown Prince Akihito and Princess Michiko undertake the journey?  Indeed, given such postwar occasions as the dignified humility with which you received the President of Korea in September 1984, and Prince Akihito's respect for his Quaker tutor Elizabeth Gray Vining, it would not be in the least surprising if you and your advisers are already planning such an action of peace and reconciliation.  

   It is my calculation that there may still be living some 5000 soldiers who took part in a personalised Rape of Nanjing, and perhaps 2500 children born in September 1938 of their and their fellow soldiers' violence.  A Visit of Reconciliation by the Emperor who is the symbol of the nation may help expiate the conscience of these elderly men before they die, and may offer some teleological redress to the now grownup children and their families.
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   In addition a visit of reconciliation may have benefits both for women's advancement and democracy internationally.  It would be the first special commemoration of women victims of war and militarism, and may make field commanders more determined in future to forestall such crimes of cowardly violence of men against women.  Politically it may help strengthen democracy in both Japan and China.  As you know better than most, Japan over the past 60 years has had more good fortune than China in progress toward democracy.  The militarists' aberration in your first 20 years was corrected both by the good sense of the Japanese people and the democratic magnanimity of the Americans.  The Chinese experiment in democracy, on the other hand, was sidetracked by Japanese militarism and has taken another 30 years to escape from the straitjacket of the personality cult.  

   At the same time Japanese democracy has yet to make an international impact commensurate with Japanese prosperity - there has yet to be, say, a Japanese Olaf Palme trying to mediate in the Iran-Iraq war or a Konrad Adenauer Foundation working to consolidate democracy elsewhere in Asia - a disparity which, if it continues to grow, may sour admiration with resentment.  There are probably different reasons for this disparity but one, as a student of history I feel sure, is democratic Japan's hesitation to come to terms with its recent past, and the three-decade-long anti-Chinese stance of the other democracies which has reinforced that hesitation.  

   Fortunately Chinese democracy is on the road again, and every additional year granted to Deng Xiaoping and his remarkably non-vindictive colleagues will make the trend less reversible, that is, there will be two steps forward for every one step back as in even the oldest of democracies.  In the next century therefore, by say the Nanjing centenary in 2037, China may again become the force for enlightenment which it has often been in the past.  But at this time international initiatives for democracy may be more readily feasible on the part of Japan, and it is with this in mind that I now write about a visit of reconciliation to Nanjing in December 1987.  Also, in the hope that they may so encourage you and your advisers, I am sending this suggestion to the Japanese and Chinese leaders and friends to whom I have written on the Nanjing anniversary over the past two years.

   With respectful good wishes for yet more years of the Era of Bright Peace

                                                                                                                   Raymond Lloyd
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