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WOMEN, SPORT, PEACE and DEMOCRACY
5th Quadrennial IPC World Swimming Championships  International Paralympic Committee
Eindhoven Netherlands  15-21 August 2010   @  Raymond Lloyd


In the past I have covered the Summer Paralympics in Atlanta in 1996, Athens in 2004 and Beijing in 2008, all of which included swimming events.  Reports on those Games, and on the Winter Paralympics in Salt Lake City in 2002 and Turin in 2006, are all downloadable free from Conference Papers, Paralympics on www.shequality.org.  

My interest in the Olympics began in 1968, when I worked to revive the Olympic Truce, to create a pause in the Viet Nam war, prior to the Mexican City Olympics in October.  The reply to my letter from US Vice-President Hubert H Humphrey on 15 August 1968 is attached (A).   On 23 October 1993 the United Nations took up the Olympic Truce, more recently extending it to cover the Paralympics.  But on 8 August 2008, the opening day of the Beijing Olympics and Olympic Truce, Georgian forces shelled the South Ossetian capital of Tskhinvali, leading to a Russian counter-attack. 

Sadly some of the Russian and Georgian soldiers may have been wounded for life:  some may take part in the 2014 Winter Olympics in nearby Sochi, veterans such as those I met from Iran and Iraq playing sitting volleyball at the Athens Paralympics in 2004.  The date of the broken Olympic Truce is listed among some 25 relevant anniversaries prior to the 2012 London Paralympics (B).
           My campaign for the Olympic Truce stems from work for democracy, starting with that for the resettlement of 200 000 Hungarians fleeing soviet communism in 1956.  Thus since 23 March 2001 I have been drawing attention to the 2500th anniversary in a month’s time, on 13 September 2010, of the first Marathon, run to inform the 18-year-old Athenian democracy of its victory over tyranny.  Despite reminders from 26 March 2008 onward, the London marathon on 25 April 2010 made no such link, so I have asked sponsor Richard Branson to match future ablebodied champions from, say, Eritrea and Ethiopia, with rehabilitated veterans among the 70 000 casualties of their 1998-2000 border war. 


The second reason for my interest in modern athletics stems from my forty-year-long work for the advancement of women and girls.  Their participation in athletics usually indicates both that they have reached reasonable standards in nutrition and education, and that their societies have passed certain milestones in social and political emancipation.  This is much more so when girls, and boys, with physical and learning difficulties can take part in world athletics.  For thirty years I have been promoting the portrayal of women swimmers and other athletes on the world’s coins and, since 1990, I have been recording (3000) Birthdays of Distinguished Living Women, both on www.shequality.org. Here I have extracted the names of some 75 women swimmers, including 4 from the Netherlands (C). 
Annexes
A.  Letter from Vice President Hubert Humphrey on the Olympic Truce                 1 p

B.  25 Anniversaries preceding the 2012 London Paralympics                              1 p
C.  Celebrating 75 Women swimmers from 30 Countries                                     2 pp

D.  Questions in Eindhoven on Inclusive Democracy & Women’s Adnancement      2 pp
[image: image1.png]THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

August 15, 1968

Dear Mr. Lloyd:
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Thank you for your recént letter outlining your proposal
for a total Olympic truce during the games to be held in
Mexico City. I have passed your letter on to a member
of my staff who will give it careful consideration.

Best wishes,

Sincerely yours,
Hubert H. Hum

Mr. Raymond Lloyd
Development Decade Council
10 Piazza Albania
Rome 813, Italy
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Centenaries & Other Anniversaries prior to London Olympics & Paralympics in 2012
25 relevant anniversaries for 2010, 2011 and 2012  extracted from writer’s
Target Dates for Enhancing Inclusive Democracy & Women's Advancement 2010-2020
Anniversaries for Celebration
Day & Date  Location          Democracy/Grouping    Anniversary  

 

2010 
Sat 23 Jan  Washington/Berne  US / Switzerland      50  Piccard & Walsh dive to record 10 916 m in Mariana Trench
Mon  8 Mar  Copenhagen        World                100  International Women's Day     
Fri 12 Mar  Dandi Gujarat     India                 80  Gandhi begins non-violent 241-km Independence march to protest

                                                          government salt monopoly, reaching Dandi on 5 April 1930
       May New York           United Nations        10  General Assembly prohibits recruitment of under-18 child soldiers

Mon 13 Sep  Marathon          Greece/World        2500  Pheidippides runs 42 km to Athens with news 

                                                          of Persian defeat (490 BC)

Fri  1 Oct  World             United Nations        20  International Day of Older Persons

Thu  4 Nov  Rome/Strasbourg   Europe                60  Signing of European Convention on Human Rights

Thu  9 Dec  New York          United Nations        40  Declaration on the Rights of the Disabled  
            Thebes Greece     World               2500  Pindar the poet begins his odes to winning athletes 

            Cornwall/London   England              250  William Hanley sets up world’s first toy shop in 1760

            St-Imier          Switzerland          150  Edouard Heuer founds TAG Heuer watches 

2011

Tue 12 Apr  Moscow            Russia                50  Yuri Gagarin becomes the first person to travel into space

       Jun  Isle of Wight     Britain               80  Round the Island sailing race
Wed 14 Dec  Copenhagen        Denmark / World       30  Rehabilitation & Research Centre for Torture Victims (ICRT)

                                                         founded by Inge Genefke in 1981, now active in 71 countries

Wed 14 Dec  Oslo              International        100  Roald Amundsen becomes first person to reach the South Pole

2012
       Jan  Beijing           China / U K          100  First President of Chinese Republic, physician SUN Yat-Sen, 
                                                         outlaws footbinding and consequent disablement of Chinese women,
                                                         long advocated also by U K women, including Alicia Little 
                                                         and London-born foot inspector  Gladys Aylward
Mon  6 Feb  London           Commonwealth           60  Accession of Elizabeth II
Tue 29 May  Upavon / Cranwell Britain              100  RAF Central Flying School, oldest in world
Occasions for Remembrance, Lustration, Reconciliation or Compensation

2010

       Jun  Hartheim  Linz    Austria               70  5000 intellectually handicapped children gassed with zyklon B
    13 Aug  London            Britain              100  Florence Nightingale 1820-1910  pioneer of nursing wounded  died

Wed  3 Mar  Lahore Pakistan   Islam                  1  Eight persons murdered in attack on Sri Lankan cricketers

Sun  8 Aug  South Ossetia     Georgia                2  Georgians shell Tskhinvali on first day of Olympic Truce                     

Thu 30 Sep  Beijing           China                 30  One Child policy leads to discrimination against birth of girls

Thu  7 Oct  Egypt             Palestine             25  Terrorists murder disabled Leon Klinghofer on Achille Lauro
2012 

Wed  5 Sep  Munich           Palestine               40  Murder of 11 Israeli Olympic athletes 
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CELEBRATING WOMEN SWIMMERS: 2010
Extract from 3000 Birthdays of Distinguished Living Women for 2010   75 individuals  30 countries

 Birthday     Woman of distinction        Country         "First", Other Achievements or Position        Biodata   

                                                                                                        (*portrait)
 1 Jan 1978   Meseret Tegegn              Ethiopia        Paralympic swimmer                             ATH*

 4 Jan 1985   Danielle Campo              Canada          Paralympic swimming champion                   CAB

10 Jan 1964   Sarah & Karen Josephson     U S A           identical twin synchronized swimmers           EB   
11 Jan 1963   Tracy Caulkins              U S A           swimmer                                        EB
       12 Jan 1989   Amaya Alonso                Spain            Paralympic swimmer                              BEI*
19 Jan 1978   Diana Zambo                 Hungary         Paralympic swimmer                             ATH*
28 Jan 1985   Lisbeth Lenton              Australia       world champion swimmer                         EB  
29 Jan 1984   Natalie Du Toit             South Africa    world champion swimmer                         WKI  

31 Jan 1957   Shirley Babashoff           U S A           Olympic swimmer                                EB*  
 7 Feb 1966   Kristin Otto                Germany         swimmer with 6 gold medals Seoul Olympics 1988 WWW

10 Feb 1984   Stephanie Dixon             Canada          disabled swimming champion                     CAB

16 Feb 1987   Rui Si Theresa Goh          Singapore       disabled swimming champion                     CAB ATH*

23 Feb 1978   Yvonne Hopf                 Germany         Paralympic swimming champion                   

26 Feb 1919   Hendrika Mastenbroek        Netherlands     Olympic swimmer                                EB  
28 Feb 1971   Maxine Bahns                U S A           triathlete  actress

29 Feb 1976   Zoe Baker                   Britain         world backstroke swimming record holder         CAB 
 7 Mar 1992   Nadia Porras                 Mexico          Paralympic swimmer                               BEI*
 9 Mar 1978   Leanda Cave                 Britain         Welsh triathlete                               CAB
24 Mar 1973   Inge de Bruijn              Netherlands     world swimming champion                        WKI
16 Apr 1974   Daniela Pohl                Germany         Paralympic swimming champion                   
17 Apr 1973   Nathalie Rakotomalala       Madagascar      Paralympic swimmer                             ATH*

18 Apr 1976   Bela Hlavackova             Czech Republic  Paralympic swimmer  product manager            BEI*

19 Apr 1979   Sarah Price                 Britain         Commonwealth backstroke swimming champion      CAB

21 Apr 1970   Jeanette Esling             Britain         Paralympic swimming champion                   

21 Apr 1983   Mendy Meenderink            Netherlands     Paralympic freestyle swimmer  teacher          BEI*
 3 May 1972   Sandy Dukat                 U S A           Paralympic downhill skier  swimmer             TOR*
12 May 1930   Pat McCormick               U S A           springboard & platform diver                   EB*  

18 May 1985   Valeria Fantasia            Argentina       Paralympic swimmer                             ATH*

19 May 1977   Claire Carver-Dias          Canada          Commonwealth synchro swim champion             CAB

26 May 1943   Erica Terpstra              Netherlands     swimmer  president National Olympic Committee  RL 
 1 Jun 1964   Trischa Zorn                U S A           Paralympic blind swimming champion             

 4 Jun 1978   Naiver Mercedes Ome         Colombia        Paralympic swimmer                             ATH*

 7 Jun 1989   Beth Nothling               South Africa    Paralympic backstroke swimmer                  BEI*

10 Jun 1989    Iryna Balashova              Ukraine          Paralympic swimmer                               BEI*

19 Jun 1975   Joyce Luncher               U S A           Paralympic swimming champion                   

25 Jun 1972   Polina Dzhurova             Bulgaria        Paralympic swimmer                             ATH*

25 Jun 1973   Keren Or Leybovitch         Israel          Paralympic swimming champion                   ATH*

25 Jun 1974   Elizabeth Scott             U S A           Paralympic blind swimming champion             
------
# ATH   Olympic & Paralympic Athlete Biographies  downloaded from www.athens2004.com
BEI     Olympic & Paralympic Athlete Biographies  downloaded from Atos Origin server 

CAB   Commonwealth Athlete Biographies  downloaded from http://tocinfov/biographies
CW      Celebrate Women  Calendar with birthdays of 1500 US women 1985  Margaret Zierdt 701 Roxboro Rd Rockville MD 20850

EB      Encyclopaedia Britannica 1994 edition, or earlier or later Annual or Book of the Year 
JU      Macmillan Dictionary of [1750] Women's Biography  ISBN 0-333-45303-4  Jennifer Uglow  Macmillan  2nd edition 1989

RL       Information obtained personally by author Raymond Lloyd

TOR    Olympic Athlete Biographies  downloaded from www.torino2006.org
WKI     Wikipedia – free online encyclopedia

WWW   International Who's Who of [5500] Women  ISBN 1-85743-027-1  Europa Publications  London  2nd edition  Feb 1997     
Birthday     Woman of distinction        Country         "First", Other Achievements or Position        Biodata   

                                                                                                        (*portrait)
18 Jul 1973   Kristin Ros Hakonardottir   Iceland         Paralympic swimming champion                   ATH*
 1 Aug 1968   Cheryl Angelelli             U S A           Paralympic swimming champion  journalist        BEI*

 8 Aug 1921   Esther Williams             U S A           actress  swimmer                               WKI*
14 Aug 1952   Debbie Meyer                U S A           Olympic swimming champion                      CW     

16 Aug 1974   Krisztina Egerszegi         Hungary         female world swimmer of the year 1991 & 1992   EB*

16 Aug 1978   FU Mingxia                  China           diver                                          EB

20 Aug 1968   Kay Espenhayn               Germany         Paralympic swimming champion                   

20 Aug 1992    Daniela Gimenez              Argentina        Paralympic swimmer                              BEI*

22 Aug 1949   Diana Nyad                  U S A           marathon swimmer                               CW     

23 Aug 1991    Emily Gray                   South Africa     Paralympic swimmer                               BEI*

24 Aug 1973   Inge de Bruijn              Netherlands     swimmer                                        EB* 

24 Aug 1976   Carol Montgomery            Canada          champion triathlete                            CAB

25 Aug 1975   Petria Thomas               Australia       world butterfly swimming champion              CAB

28 Aug 1971   Janet Evans                 U S A           swimmer  1989 outstanding amateur athlete      EB*  

31 Aug 1979   Tracy Wiscombe              Britain         Paralympic swimming champion                   CAB
 3 Sep 1969   Claudia Hengst              Germany         Paralympic swimming champion                   CAB

 4 Sep 1937   Dawn Fraser                 Australia       swimmer                                        EB JU WWW

 4 Sep 1981   Viera Mikulasikova          Slovakia        Paralympic swimmer                             ATH*

16 Sep 1983   Kirsty Leigh Coventry       Zimbabwe        swimming medallist                             CAB

21 Sep 1968   Cheng CHONG                 China-Macao     Paralympic swimmer                             ATH*

24 Sep 1970   Claudia POLL Ahrens         Costa Rica      swimmer                                        WWW
        4 Oct 1969   Olena Akopyan                 Ukraine         Paralympic swimming gold medallist               BEI*
 9 Oct 1986   Laure Manandou              France          Olympic swimming champion                      ATH

26 Oct 1977   Sarah Bailey                Britain         Paralympic swimming champion                   CAB

29 Oct 1981   Amanda Beard                U S A           Olympic swimming champion                      ATH
 2 Nov 1943   Jacqueline Khadun           Mauritius       disabled swimmer                               CAB

 5 Nov 1972   Alison Sheppard             Britain         Scottish swimming champion

17 Nov 1983   Jodie Henry                 Australia       Olympic swimming champion                      ATH
22 Nov 1980   QIAN Hui Tu                 China           Paralympic swimming champion                   ATH*

23 Nov 1956   Shane Gould                 Australia       freestyle swimmer    1973 Australian of Year   EB*

28 Nov 1975   Dyana Calub                 Australia       backstroke swimming champion                   CAB
10 Dec 1978   Nicole Hackett              Australia       Commonwealth triathlon medallist

13 Dec 1983   Otylia Jedrzejczak          Poland          Olympic swimming champion                      ATH
18 Dec 1985   Heidi Andreasen             Faroe Islands   Paralympic swimming champion                   ATH*

19 Dec 1971   Karen Pickering             Britain         Commonwealth freestyle swimming champion       CAB

22 Dec 1962   Janet Nduu                  Kenya           disabled swimmer                               CAB 
31 Dec 1924   Victoria Manalo Draves      U S A           springboard & platform diver                   EB   
QUESTIONS on DEMOCRACY & WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT  Continued from p 6
Date         Place           Occasion        Person Addressed, Office & Country                                             *PD  
17. 8. 10  Eindhoven  Paralympics    Sports, Women , European, African & Travel Mailing Lists         PD


For thirty years, in work for the education of girls, I have been writing about their growing participation

 in sports, not least in Paralympics, whose World Swimming Championships I am now covering in Eindhoven.

The naming of the pool here after a distinguished Dutch male swimmer has prompted me to search for stadia named after sportswomen, both in recognition of their achievements, and to encourage aspiring girl athletes.

So far I have found four, three of them in the Netherlands, as follows  

Location         Type                      Country        Sportswoman                              Achievement

Barendrecht   Swimming centre    Netherlands  Inge de Bruijn 24 Mar 1973-        world swimming champion

Hengelo         Athletics stadium     Netherlands  Fanny Blankers-Koen 1918-2004 Olympic gold medalist    
Tilburg           Ice rink                   Netherlands   Ireen Wuest    1 Apr 1986-          Speed skating champion  
Queens N Y    Nat Tennis Center   U S A            Billie Jean King 12 Nov 1943-       tennis champion

Can you add to them?   I have also been campaigning for a Museum of Women in Sports, to emulate the excellent Museum of Women in the Arts in Washington DC.  Do you know of any precedents, which I might cite, in trying to promote such a museum as a legacy of the 2012 London Olympics and Paralympics?

        D                                                                                                                                      D

COUNCIL for PARITY DEMOCRACY

__________________________________________________________________________
                         19 Mulready House      Herrick Street      Westminster      London    England    SW1P  4JL

                  Tel & Fax   + 44 20 7834 1309       Mobile   + 44 79 32 79 44 32       Email   shequality @ gmail.com

www.shequality.org       www.shequality.spaces.live.com  

Honorary Secretary

  Raymond Lloyd
QUESTIONS on INCLUSIVE DEMOCRACY & WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT
5th Quadrennial IPC World Swimming Championships  International Paralympic Committee

Eindhoven Netherlands  15-21 August 2010   @  Raymond Lloyd
Date         Place          Occasion              Person Addressed,  Office & Country                                    *PD  
20. 8. 10  Eindhoven  Paralympics (2)  Xavier Gonzalez  CEO International Paralympic Committee   PD


Swimming, unlike disabled track and field events, makes no use of prosthetics, so I was surprised that, among the 50 or so countries taking part in Eindhoven, there was hardly a Sub-Saharan or South Asian face to be seen:  this is the first of five quadrennial IPC World Swimming Championships to welcome competitors with an intellectual disability (category S14):  for the London Summer Paralympics in 2010, and for the 6th IPC Championships in 2014, will you make a special effort to be even more inclusive, by having your sponsors bring swimmers from Africa and South Asia, not least the young disabled people from such mine-ravaged countries as Afghanistan, Angola and Cambodia, where such excellent bodies as the Toronto-based Right-to-Play foundation and the Dutch Cruyff organisation are already working with disadvantaged and disabled children?

With the proto-Paralympics having started in Stoke Mandeville in 1948 to rehabilitate World War II wounded, and my having met here two veteran disabled swimmers from Iran, can you let us have a summary of the new measures taken, for example in Australia and the US, to encourage today’s veterans to take up Paralympic sports? 
18. 8. 10  Eindhoven  Paralympics (2)  David Cameron & William Hague  Prime & FCO Ministers UK   PD

In caring for the war wounded and eventual Paralympians, Britain has played a leading part in three major developments:  the first was in the mid 19th century when battlefield wounded were cared for by the nursing pioneer Florence Nightingale and Red Cross founder Henri Dunant, both of whose centenaries we commemorate in 2010, the former on 12 August and the latter on 30 October;  the second was the proto-Paralympics in 1948 in Stoke Mandeville Hospital to rehabilitate spinally-injured World War II wounded:  the third has been the amazing advances in battlefield surgery and evacuation in Iraq and Afghanistan:  for the 2012 London Paralympics, will Britain, perhaps as a method of reinforcing the Olympic Truce,  draw attention to the Florence Nightingale Museum opposite Parliament, to Stoke Mandeville Hospital in Buckinghamshire, and hold a special exhibition in Parliament or the Ministry of Defence highlighting recent British successes in giving a new lease on life to our severely wounded servicemen and women, some of whom may even take part in the 2012 Paralympics?
 
           In welcoming the elevation to the House of Lords in March of the wheelchair racer Tanni Grey-Thompson, will you similarly honour the wheelchair basketball and swimming champion, and for several years President of the International Paralympic Committee, Philip Craven, so that your government and we citizens might benefit from his worldwide experience in enhancing the London Summer Paralympics in 2012?
-------

* PD denotes  the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from  A 14th 100 Questions on Democracy and  An Eleventh 100 Questions on Women's Advancement asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2009-2010.   An account and photos of this meeting are given in the October 2010 issue of The Parity Democrat.
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