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QUESTIONS

29.11.06    Riga            Nato summit                    Andrus Ansip  Prime Minister  Estonia                       PD    Nato-4   


Earlier this year Lithuania issued a 50 litu coin (illustration held up for Estonian ministers to see, and later handed in) to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of Emily Plater:  are there similar heroines in Estonian history who resisted oppressors from the east?  and will any more recent heroine be honoured when Estonia celebrates your 90th anniversary of independence in February 2008?

29.11.06    Riga            Nato summit                   Sergei Stanishev  Prime Minister  Bulgaria               PD    Nato-4   


This year marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of your heroine Anastasia Dimitrova, and 2007 that of Rajna Popgeorgieva, the only woman so far portrayed on a Bulgarian coin:  both women struggled for independence from your neighbour to the south:  are there other Bulgarian women who, like John XXIII when he was Papal Nuncio in Sofia, worked for the survival of Bulgaria's Jews or who, like Doina Cornea in your neighbour to the north, protested against the evil of communism?


On 22 September 2008  Bulgaria will celebrate 100 years of independence:  as a new member both of Nato and European Union, do you plan to invite Nato to meet on this occasion in Veliko Turnovo?

------

* PD  denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN 1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from  A Tenth 100 Questions on Democracy  and  An Eighth 100 Questions on Women's Advancement  asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2006.  Questions were asked live, handed in, or emailed on the spot.

#  Nato-4 denotes the 6-page paper  distributed as background at the meeting and, like the 3 previous Nato papers, is downloadable from www.shequality.org , by clicking on Conference Papers, Nato.
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28.11.06  Riga         Nato summit              Margaret Beckett  Foreign Secretary  Britain          PD   Nato-4   


25 March 2007 marks the bicentenary of the UK Parliament abolishing the transatlantic slave trade, which, among other events, will be commemorated by a two pound coin and a series of postage stamps, one of them portraying a woman abolitionist:  this act of parliament was enforced over the next century by the Royal Navy:  given that the main driving force behind the establishment of NATO in 1949 was Labour's first foreign secretary, Ernest Bevin, will you, as Britain's first woman foreign secretary, take the lead in establishing a Humankind Security Initiative, perhaps in cooperation with NATO and analogous to the  Proliferation Security Initiative established in May 2003, in order to diminish what Britain's and the world's oldest NGO, Anti-Slavery International, reckon to form a major part of the millions of people living in modern forms of slavery, the trafficking of young women and girls? 

28.11.06  Riga         Nato summit              Angela Merkel  Federal Chancellor  Germany            PD    Nato-4   


This Nato summit is taking place near the geographical origins of the holocaust, one of whose first actions was the murder of 1050 persons in Kaunas by local mobs on 25 June 1941:  as that summer progressed, the nazis began to inflict terrible losses on the Russian civilian population:  in June 2007 the next G8 summit will take place in Heiligendamm, the first such meeting in east Germany where another terrible crime was committed, the rape by Red Army soldiers in 1945 of some 2 000 000 women and girls, a number estimated from soviet and ddr archives by the Sandhurst-trained  historian Antony Beevor in his 2002 book Berlin: The Downfall,  and symbolized in the Reg Traviss film Joy Division released in early November 2006, where a refugee German schoolgirl is gang-raped and, a few days later, gang-raped and murdered:  modern democratic Germany has made considerable restitutions for nazi crimes:  on 13 October 1993 President Yeltsin apologized for the killing of 600 000 Japanese prisoners-of-war in Siberia:  will the G8 summit in Heiligendamm offer the setting for President Putin to express regret at the targeting of soviet revenge on non-combatant women and girls?

29.11.06  Riga         Nato summit (5)          Jaap de Hoop Scheffer  Secretary General  Nato        PD    Nato-4   


On the three new Partnerships for Peace announced in the Riga Summit Declaration (para 36), the civilian populations of the Western Balkans were the only peoples in Europe to undergo three wars in the twentieth century, two of them started there:  while welcoming all six or seven Balkan countries into the Nato alliance, do you foresee the demilitarization of all or part of this region, rather, say, as Iceland, a Nato member, has no standing army, or even like Costa Rica and Panama, whose constitutions forbid a military establishment?


In 2008 Bulgaria will celebrate 100 years of independence:  does Nato expect an invitation to hold a meeting there in two years' time?           


Nato has employed AWACS planes and other measures to protect players and spectators at both the 2004 Athens Olympics and the 2006 FIFA World Cup:  could we have a list of other occasions when we have been protected by Nato?  For example, on New Year's Eve, will Nato planes be overflying the hundreds of thousands of people gathered in Edinburgh, if only to prevent Englishwomen and other Sassenachs firing up their Scottish hosts?


How far does NATO encourage its 4500 Brussels staff to fly from the nearby Charleroi hub of the low-fares airline Ryanair, inasmuch as both NATO and Ryanair are engaged in beating Cold War swords into 21st century ploughshares, NATO through its Trust Fund projects recycling landmines and other ordnance for civilian tunnelling and other construction work in some nine countries of eastern Europe and central Asia, and Ryanair by promoting for civilian use  many military airfields in both western and eastern Europe, and so reviving communities once dependent on Cold War logistics? 
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28.11.06  Riga         Nato summit (5)          Jaap de Hoop Scheffer  Secretary General  Nato        PD    Nato-4   


Next year is the centenary of Scouting, and the 150th anniversary of the birth of the military hero who founded the movement, Robert Baden-Powell:  the Scouting motto Be Prepared  is analogous to Nato's stance over the past sixty years:  how far will NATO benefit from these centenaries as a way of alerting schoolchildren and other young people, girls as well as boys, because at least in Britain the Girl Guides are again the fastest growing youth movement, that every new generation must face the challenge and duty of consolidating and enhancing peace and democracy?

Note for the file:  For Human Rights Day 10 December 1973, I commissioned the Royal Mint to produce a UN medal portraying the then World Chief Guide, Olave Baden-Powell (1889-1977).  The Young Leaders Conference included some 16 women, or one third of participants.  In 2007 Britain will issue a 50 pence coin for the Scouting centenary.  Meanwhile I gave Mr de Hoop Scheffer the two 50 pence coins issued in 2006 for the 150th anniversary of the Victoria Cross.

28.11.06  Riga         Nato summit (2)          James Appathurai  Nato Spokesperson                   PD   Nato-4   


On global partners, four major democracies outside the NATO area,  Australia, India, New Zealand and South Africa, all of which sent troops to fight for Europe's freedom in World War II, are now engaged in cooperation with NATO:  is NATO also hoping for cooperation with a fifth major democracy, one which sent 20 000 troops to Europe in 1944, 1200 of whom lie dead in Italy, namely Brazil, for example, cooperation in Afghanistan?


At least 5 of the 26 Nato countries, Canada, France, Germany, Norway and the United States, now have, or have recently had, women generals and admirals:  is Nato encouraging other member countries to train, and promote, women so that the Euro-Atlantic alliance can benefit from the ability and courage of half our population in the defence of peace and democracy?   

27.11.06  Riga         Nato summit              Aigars Kalvitis  Prime Minister  Latvia               PD

This is the first of twenty Nato summits to be held within ten miles of a concentration camp, Salaspils, where 100 000 persons were murdered between 1941 and 1944:  will you encourage any of the leaders attending this summit to visit Salaspils or the even nearer, and elegant, memorial in Riga to the Holocaust, as a reminder of the expectation that Nato will never allow such barbarities to happen again in the countries of the Euro-Atlantic alliance?

27.11.06  Riga         Nato summit (3)          Vaira Vike-Freiberga  President  Latvia               PD   Nato-4


In sixty years of United Nations history  you, Madame President, have been the only woman of ability, and courage, knowing that you might well face two vetoes, to be nominated for the post of UN Secretary General:  three years ago the youngish Norwegian woman minister of defence was considered for the post of NATO Secretary General:  with your leaving the Latvian presidency next June, would you permit yourself to be nominated as a future NATO Secretary General, which would both demonstrate the new-found freedom of once captive nations and, being an able and courageous woman, symbolize par excellence that in democracies the military is subject to civilian authority?


Latvia now has peace-keeping troops in Iraq and Afghanistan:  will Latvia give a lead to other NATO democracies by renaming your ministry of defence the Ministry of Defence and Peace-Keeping?


2006 saw the publication of the illustrated volume One Hundred Great Latvians:  they include only 9 women:  will 2007 or a later year see the complementary publication of One Hundred Great Latvian Women, to include persons who sheltered Jews and partisans or who, like Helena Celmina and Lidija Doronina-Lasmane, opposed soviet totalitarianism?
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