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 3. 6.10  London   10 Downing St    Stephen Harper Prime Minister Canada    PD

          In congratulating you on your plan at the G8 summit in Canada to champion maternal and child health in developing countries, you will be aware of the Safe Motherhood Initiative launched by the World Bank, WHO and UNFPA in February 1987, in an effort to save many of the 500 000 lives lost annually in childbirth, the vast majority in the developing countries:  at the Women's World Conference in Beijing on 5 September 1995, I asked WHO Director General Hiroshi Nakajima how many lives had been saved, only for him to outline the difficulties the Initiative was facing:  David Cameron has just spoken of the 80% cut in UK maternal deaths over 15 years following a Conservative plan in the 1930s to rely on midwives:  in 2000 the UN adopted its Millennium Development Goal 5 to reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality ratio:  what longterm commitment will Canada, the G8 and the G20 take to save and enhance the lives of these hundreds of thousands of mothers?
Canada has or has had three women Governors-General, yet at the G20 summit in Toronto later in June, there will be only two women heads of government, from Argentina and Germany:  with your discretion to make this summit more representative of all of humankind, will you invite as additional guests such persons as the women executive presidents of Costa Rica Laura Chinchilla Miranda, Liberia Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, and the Philippines Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, or the Commonwealth Prime Ministers of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina Wajed and Trinidad & Tobago Kamla Persad-Bissessar?

Note for the File:  In fact there will now be at least a third women head of government at the G20 summit, following the election of Julia Gillard as Prime Minister of Australia.

10.12.09 Copenhagen  Indigenous Peoples  Luis Alfonso de Alba  1st Pres Human Rights Council


First may I draw attention to the excellent exhibit and video, in Native Land at the Charlottenborg Art Museum, of nine persons speaking in indigenous languages of the hopes and fears for their future:  from 25 to 27 June 2010 the G20 summit, now including Mexico, will meet in Huntsville Ontario Canada, a country of some 600 First Nations, many in Ontario:  are there plans to obtain a substantive endorsement of the 2007 UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and Making the Declaration Work (ISBN 978-87—91563-61-4) launched today,  by the world’s 20 richest countries?   There is, as you know, a High Commissioner for Refugees, with whom I worked from 1958 t0 1961, and also a High Commissioner for Human Rights:  is there a plan to create a High Commissioner for Indigenous Peoples, both in the UN and in regional bodies such as the Organization of American States, and the African and European Unions?
-------

* PD denotes  the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946), while CPD denotes  accreditation as honorary secretary of the 1980-founded Council for Parity Democracy.   The questions are extracted from A 14th 100 Questions on Democracy and  An Eleventh 100 Questions on Women's Advancement asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2009-2010. 
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7.10.09 Istanbul  World Bank (2) Bamanga Tukur Exec Pres African Roundtable   CPD‏ 
 
             Having attended the G20 summit in London in April, and many G7/G8 summits earlier, I was surprised that the Group of Twenty too is somewhat ossified, that it does not include two populous countries in Africa, Nigeria and Egypt:  prior to the next G20 summit in Huntsville Ontario Canada 25-27 June 2010, will all you members of this Panel on Increasing Capital Flows to Africa press for an invitation to Egypt and Nigeria, somewhat, say, as Brazil and South Africa have been invited to all recent G8 summits?
 
             For many years now there has been a Pacific Rim association, and even an Indian Ocean grouping, but no Atlantic Rim Partnership, which will unite the new democracies of Africa, South America and the Caribbean with North America and Europe in an association for peace, security and prosperity:  since at least the Nato summit in Madrid in 1997, I have been pressing North Atlantic governments (see Proposals on my site) to re-establish what was the world's greatest trading block from the 16th to the 19th century, no longer for slavery and human trafficking, but in a new economic and cultural partnership, perhaps with deeper roots than other trans-maritime associations:  will all you panel members press for an Atlantic Rim Partnership to be established within the next decade?
2. 4.09         London       G20 summit      Barack Obama  President  United States   PD
Three of the 21 countries at this summit, Cina, Russia abdsaudi Arabia, have authoritarian regimes:  in 1941 we had to compromise with soviet totalitarianism to defeat the nazis:  how far has this summit legitimized these repressive regimes, and what message of hope can we send to citizens suffering under the world's thirty other repressive regimes, not least to the women and girls now being violated in Burma, the Congo and Sudan, that democracy and freedom have not become hostages to renewed consumerist expectations?

14.10.08    London         Foreign Press briefing    Gordon Brown  Prime Minister UK              PD    
The imbalance in the world economy seems to be based on Asian saving and Western spending:  how do you expect this imbalance to be corrected?

8. 7.08    Hokkaido       G8 summit                 Gordon Brown  Prime Minister UK              PD    G8 2008

           When we were both in India in January 2007, you to promote British business, I to promote (successfully) the nomination of an able woman as the next President of India, I emailed you in the hope that, at the forthcoming G8 summit in Heiligendamm, Britain would insist on democratic India being upgraded to firstclass G8 membership, a challenge which Tony Blair had missed both in Birmingham in 1998 and Gleneagles in 2005:  in 2010 another Commonwealth country, Canada, will host the G8: will you combine forces to upgrade India, and so double to two billion persons the number of the world's citizens represented at G8 meetings?
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