                     COUNCIL for PARITY DEMOCRACY

              ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

                              19  Mulready House      Herrick Street      Westminster      London    England    SW1P  4JL

                  Tel  &  Fax   + 44  20  7834  1309       Mobile   + 44 79 32 79 44 32       Email   shequality @ gmail.com

                                                                       www.shequality.org 
Honorary Secretary

  Raymond Lloyd

QUESTIONS on WOMEN, MONEY and DEMOCRACY in EUROPE & LATIN AMERICA

4th Summit of the European Union, Latin America & the Caribbean (EU-LAC)  11-12 May 2006

www.shequality.org    Raymond Lloyd

INDEX

Date      Place        Occasion                   Person Addressed, Office & Country               *PD

12. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Celso Lima  Foreign Minister  Brazil              PD 
    "       "    (2)      "        "       "      Wolfgang Schuessel  Chancellor  Austria           PD

    "       "    (2)      "        "       "      Kofi Annan  Secretary General  United Nations     PD

11. 5.06    “             “        “       “      Nestor Kirchner  President  Argentina             PD 
    "       "             "        "       "      Ursula Plassnik  Foreign Minister  Austria        PD

    "       "             "        "       "      Hugo Chavez  President  Venezuela                 PD  

    "       "    (2)      "        "       "      Michelle Bachelet  President  Chile               PD  

    "       "             "        "       "      Fidel Castro  President  Cuba                     PD

    "       "             "        "       "      Evo Morales  President  Bolivia                   PD

QUESTIONS

12. 5.06   Vienna         EU-Latin American summit   Celso Lima   Foreign Minister   Brazil               PD

In 2009 Italy will again hold the presidency of the Group of Eight:  in 1944 Brazil sent 20 000 troops to fight for the freedom of Italy and Europe, with 1200 of your soldiers now buried north of Rome:  will you be able to persuade Italy and Europe to repay this debt by making Brazil a full and permanent member of the G8, both reflecting the G9 status of Brazilian GDP, and ensuring that Latin America is at last represented in this 30-year-long association of the major democracies?

12. 5.06  Vienna (2)   EU-Latin American summit   Wolfgang Schuessel  Chancellor  Austria           PD


The newly reelected president of Costa Rica, Oscar Arias, is a worthy beneficiary of the foresight of Austria's  Bertha von Suttner in inspiring the Nobel peace prize:  for its part Costa Rica was the world's first democracy, nearly sixty years ago on 1 December 1948, to pass a constitutional amendment abolishing a standing army:  you may not want to go so far, but will Austria become the first European democracy to rename your ministry of defence the Ministry of Defence and Peacekeeping, which would both reflect your important operations in this field and also highlight your neutrality?

Recently India has named its Delhi airport after Indira Gandhi, and Sri Lanka the Colombo airport after the world’s first woman prime minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike, a compliment also to today's many women travellers:  in this centenary period will Austria name Schwechat or another airport after Bertha von Suttner, the inspirer of the Nobel peace prize, thus highlighting the contribution which civil aviation makes to world peace and understanding, something which might also be said about another great Austrian Sigmund Freud, except that any such airport may be viewed as a haven for aircraft breakdowns?

-------

* PD  denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded,  monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat  (ISSN1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from  A Tenth 100 Questions on Democracy  and A Seventh 100 Questions on Women's Empowerment asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2004-2006.  Questions were asked live or emailed on the spot.
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12. 5.06  Vienna (2)   EU-Latin American summit   Kofi Annan  Secretary General  United Nations     PD


Despite a promising start, you seem to have done little over the past nine years to increase appointments of able women as Under- and Assistant- Secretaries-General:  there is no woman among the UN leaders at this summit, and this in Austria, a country which has an equal number of female and male ministers:  what will you do in your remaining seven months to remedy this representative and democratic deficit, for example, by appointing able women from Latin America and the Caribbean?


In March 2007 we shall celebrate the 200th anniversary of the British parliament and the Royal Navy abolishing the slave trade between Africa and the Americas:  does the UN plan to mark this anniversary by increasing cooperation among the new democracies of Africa and Latin America, for example, by creating an Atlantic Rim partnership, on the analogy of that which has long existed for the Pacific Rim?
11. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Nestor Kirchner   President  Argentina             PD

Argentina is the one major country in Latin America which has never portrayed a distinguished woman on your banknotes:  if it is too late this year to portray the writer Nora Lange or the painter Silvina Ocampo whose centenaries we celebrate in 2006, can you make good this deficiency by 2008 when we celebrate the centenaries of the painter Leonor Fini and the tango singer Libertad Lamarque?

11. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Ursula Plassnik   Foreign Minister  Austria        PD


In October 2006 I attended the European Council in Hampton Court where not a single able woman was present:  at this EU Latin American summit there are 17 women among the 125 participants listed, or 14%, and of course 66.66% on this panel:  Austria is the fifth country in Europe to have an equal number of female and male ministers, emulating Sweden, Finland, Wales and Spain:  will the current Austrian presidency of the EU introduce a rule that governments can take part in  these summits only if, in the preceding three years, they have had at least two able women ministers attending, thus better representing half the citizens of their country and, incidentally, for the next Austrian presidency of the EU in 2019, and in one of Europe's fastest growing sports, being able to field a women's football team capable of taking on the male politicians playing in today's charity match?

11. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Hugo Chavez  President  Venezuela                 PD  


In the first Bolivarian republic Simon Bolivar may never have reached Caracas if it had not been for the encouragement of Manuela Saenz:  will you honour her and other distinguished Venezuelan women like the pianist Teresa Careno by making them the first women to be portrayed on your banknotes, and doing your best to ensure that your presidency will be followed by that of an able living Venezuelan woman?

11. 5.06  Vienna (2)   EU-Latin American summit   Michelle Bachelet  President  Chile               PD  


Chile is the world's first democracy where a woman minister of defence has been elected President of the Republic:  will you further enhance such civilian control of the military, and reflect current reality, by becoming the first democracy to rename your ministry of defence the Ministry of Defence and Peacekeeping?
On 10 January 2007 we will remember the 50th anniversary of the death of Gabriela Mistral:  since 1981 your Nobel literature laureate has been portrayed on Chile's 5000 peso banknote:  will the anniversary be commemorated by having her joined on your money by another distinguished Chilean woman, for example by the novelist Maria Luisa Bombal whose centenary falls on 8 June 2010?
11. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Fidel Castro  President  Cuba                     PD


In 2007 we shall remember the 50th anniversary of the death of Leonor Molina, Cuba's independence heroine:  will you celebrate her courage, first by making her the first woman to be portrayed on the Cuban banknotes, and secondly by transforming the current male dictatorship of the proletariat with a system more representative of Cuba's six million women citizens?
11. 5.06  Vienna       EU-Latin American summit   Evo Morales  President  Bolivia                   PD


Seven weeks ago, on 21 March 2006, we celebrated the 200th anniversary of Latin America s first indigenous statesman, Benito Juarez:   how do you plan to emulate this great Mexican and, in particular, what will you do to enhance the status of Bolivia's five million women and girls, for example by appointing Aymara and Guarani women ministers, a question I ask as a friend of Margaret Joan Anstee, an initial UN Representative in La Paz, and who even now, approaching 80, is still working with the people of Bolivia?
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