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15. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting    Thomas Mirow  President   European Bank   PD  EBRD-12
Two days ago, on 13 May, FAO announced at its European Regional Conference in Armenia that in the last decade some 50 million persons in Europe and Central Asia have been moved out of poverty, undoubtedly in a major part due to the European Bank:
 
yet there remain some 5 million in poverty in Central Asia, while elsewhere in Central and Eastern Europe some of 8 Millennium development Goals have yet to be reached by the target date of 2015:  with the new increase of EBRD capital of 50 percent to 30 billion euros, also by 2015, will you in the coming years measure EBRD achievements against the yardstick of the 8 MDGs, for example, in the education of girls?

               In one country, the Czech Republic, the EBRD has stopped new investments, yet that country has not joined the European Monetary Union, the EMU:  on the other hand, Slovenia and Slovakia, and soon Estonia, have joined the EMU, but may still benefit from new EBRD investment:  is there any link, or will there any link, between graduation from new EBRD investment, and entry into the European Monetary Union?

 

15. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting    Olli Rehn  Delarosiere Lecturer   EC Monetary  PD  EBRD-12
(live)  Two Latin American countries, Ecuador and El Salvador, have dollarized their currencies, and two European countries, Kosova and Montenegro, have euro-ized theirs:  what stops such countries from leapfrogging into the European Monetary Union?
---------

* PD denotes the writer's accreditation as editor of the Westminster-based, 1997-founded, monthly newsletter The Parity Democrat (ISSN1367-6946).   The questions are extracted from "A 14th 100 Questions on Democracy" and "A Tenth 100 Questions on Women's Advancement", asked at head-of-government and similar meetings in 2009-2010.  Questions were asked live.

#  EBRD-12 denotes the foregoing 6-page paper  (A-D)  distributed as background at the meeting, and downloadable from www.shequality.org 
       Date        Place      Occasion             Person Addressed, Office & Country              *PD   #Followup
15. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting    Olli Rehn  Delarosiere Lecturer   EC Monetary  PD  EBRD-12

(emailed)  One achievement of which Jacques de Larosiere was especially proud was having, as Governor of the Bank of France, introduced the first woman to be portrayed on the French banknotes, Marie Curie on the 500 francs:  at present there is only one distinguished woman of history featured among the current coins of the 16 Eurozone countries, the Nobel Peace Laureate Bertha von Suttner on the 2 euros of Austria, and this despite the efforts of your predecessor as Monetary Commissioner, Joaquin Almunia:
 
on 8 March 2010 Europe and the world celebrated the 100th International Women's Day:  could you therefore make a special effort to show Europe to be at least symbolically women-friendly, by recognizing the achievements of women on European money, perhaps beginning by encouraging Estonia to retain the portrait of the poet Lydia Koidula, now on the 100 krooni note, on the new current coins when Estonia joins the EMU on 1 January 2011?
15. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Debora Revoltella Dept Head Unicredit Bank  Austria  PD
Of the various EBRD meetings I have attended so far in Zagreb, this Unicredit breakfast presentation is the first parity panel, with an equal number of articulate women and men:  at the same time many consider that women in this region have recently suffered both economically and politically:  one way I have tried to counteract this  is symbolic:  Austria is the only one of sixteen Eurozone countries to portray a distinguished woman of history on its current euro coins, the Nobel Prize laureate Bertha von Suttner on the 2 euros:   yet there are other world famous women from Central and Eastern Europe, including Marie Sklodowska Curie and Mother Teresa:
 
if you and other bankers here plan to attract more women and girls into your banks and banking, as entrepreneurs and savers, will you all work to have distinguished women portrayed on national banknotes and the new euro coins?
14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Kathryn C Mayer  Moderator Women in Business  PD  EBRD-12
In working on women's advancement for forty years, and incidentally donating $1000 to Michaela Walsh's startup of Women's World Banking in 1980, I have circularized the names of 5000 able women (listed on www.shequality.org) who might offer leadership in international bodies, including as presidents of the World and European Banks;  yet how many women express appreciation to men who appoint women ministers etc, not asking Is that all?, but recognising the risk which men often take in making such appointments?
14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Nikolai Snopkov Minister of Economy Belarus  PD

              Until a year ago, after visiting Minsk in 1991, the best thing I knew about Belarus was that Sofia Kovalevskaya 1850-91, the great mathematician, was of Belarus descent:  in 2009 I read Yale Professor Timothy Snyder's preview, in the New York Review of Books, of his pathbreaking study, to be published by Basic Books in October 2010, entitled Bloodlands: Eastern Europe between Hitler and Stalin, describing the terrible, and often forgotten, suffering inflicted on the citizens of Latvia, Poland, Belarus and Ukraine by the soviet and nazi regimes between 1933 and 1953:  Poland and Ukraine lost the most number of lives, but Belarus suffered the most proportionately, losing a quarter of your population:  
 
over the last decade Poland has gone out of its way to help Ukraine modernise: how hard are Poland, Lithuania and other countries now working to integrate Belarus into the European family of nations?
       Date           Place           Occasion         Person Addressed, Office & Country           *PD   #Followup
14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Zoran Stavreski Vice Prime Minister Macedonia  PD  EBRD-12
Skopje in Macedonia is the birthplace in 1910 and childhood home of one of the greatest persons of the 20th century, indeed of world history, Mother Teresa of Calcutta:  Tirana Airport is named after her, and this year, for her birth centenary, India is planning both current and commemorative coins:  Mother Teresa has already been beatified and, in this centenary year, she may be made a saint:  what is Macedonia doing to celebrate Mother Teresa's centenary in August 2010, for example, to attract visitors to Macedonia and Skopje, and to issue coins?

 

14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Herbert Stepic Pres Raiffeisen International Bank

First may I ask if you have an updated report of the wonderful foundation set up by yourself personally some three years ago, to help rehabilitate disabled and hospice children, and raped women and their children, in central and eastern Europe? 
 
          Also has Raiffeisen Bank been able to conduct operations in the five disputed territories in the EBRD area, namely Kosova, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Trasnistria, and Nagorno-Karabagh?   Reply;  Only Kosova
14. 5.10  Zagreb    EBRD Meeting   Ivaca Todoric President Agrokor Food  Croatia   PD
Croatia is famous for its coffee, but which is not grown here:  in what ways is Agrokor working with small coffee growers in, say, Ethiopia and Kenya, assuring them of a fair trade price for their coffee?

 

Note for the file:  No questions were called by the Presentation Moderator, but Mr Todoric, head of the biggest food company in this part of the world, was very happy to talk with journalists later.  He said mine was an important question, vital in the world of the future.  I introduced myself as having worked with FAO in Rome in the 1960s and 1970s, and among the hundred or so countries I persuaded to issue coins promoting food production, Yugoslavia had put 1 and 5 dinar such coins into everyday circulation 
13. 5.10  Zagreb    Investment Forum   Damir Bajs Minister of Tourism Croatia      PD
 Several years ago, the woman president of the Piedmont Region in Italy, Mercedes Bresso, and now president of the EU Committee of the Regions, published a 130-page booklet, in Italian and English,  Piedmont Welcomes Women, listing the famous women of history, streets named after women, businesses, hotels and restaurants owned or run by women, down to the women growers of the famous Piedmont wines, an initiative since emulated by Tuscany:  Croatia too has many distinguished women, from Manda who ladled out water, and so gave the name of Zagreb, to Prime Minister Jadranka Kosor who has just opened this Investment Forum * :  
 
in order to demonstrate that you too are women- and family-friendly, could not Croatia, with the most beautiful coastline in Europe, both natural and architectural, also take a similar initiative  Croatia Welcomes Women
*Note for the file:  I might have added the three Croatian women portrayed on 200 kuna commemorative coins from 1998 to 2000, namely

Ivana Brlic-Mazuranic              18.4.1874-21.9.1938      children's writer

Ana Katarina Zrinska                   ?1625-16.11.1673      writer  patriot

Slava Raskaj                             2.1.1877-29.3.1906      painter
      Date           Place           Occasion         Person Addressed, Office & Country           *PD   #Followup
13. 5.10    Zagreb        EBRD Meeting   Essayists Born in ’89  Bosnia  Croatia  Serbia   PD


I was born, not in 1989, the year the Berlin Wall fell, but in 1934, just after the rise of the two most evil ideologies of the last century.  On the day of my birth, 28 November 1934, Winston Churchill warned in Parliament against the growing menace of the nazi airforce, calling for a countervailing buildup of Britain’s airforce.  The text of his speech is attached to the November 2009 issue, monthly issue No 155, of The Parity Democrat, published on my 75th birthday.  Churchill’s warning was not heeded, and in 1940 and 1941 I and millions of other children and adults suffered from nazi bombing.


Two years before I was born, Stalin and his fellow soviets perpetrated the worst genocidal famine in European history, starving and beating to death some 6 000 000 Ukrainians.  The full story of this atrocity became known only after the Orange Revolution, in the mid 2000s, when we could listen for the first time to the accounts of 90-year-old famine survivors. In 1956, soon after leaving Oxford University, I volunteered to relieve the suffering of other soviet victims, to help the International Red Cross in Vienna  resettle 200 000 Hungarians fleeing soviet totalitarianism, of whom 20 000 sought refuge in the former Yugoslavia.


Later, in the early 1960s, when working on behalf of Algerian refugees, I found that the host populations in Morocco and Tunisia were often materially worse off than the refugees, so I began working with the United Nations to tackle world hunger.  I then found that much modernization made women worse off, as men obtained machinery and credit, and women were left with drudgery and subsistence.  So I started the first international programme for rural women’s advancement, raising some $750 000 for women’s projects in some thirty countries.  By 1980, however some 100 of the 150 UN member governments were imprisoning, torturing and murdering their civilian opponents, and such non-accountability was overtaking the leaders of UN secretariats.


On 8 March 1980, 70th International Women’s Day, I resigned my career in the United Nations to work full time as a volunteer for democracy and women’s empowerment.  A record of my work, in detail since the late 1990s, may be found on my website at www.shequality.org. The five of you, Maso Mehmedovic of Srebrenik in Bosnia,  Ivana Peric and Sonja Kasipovic of Croatia, and Relja Popovic and Martin Cvetanovic of Serbia, all of whom have written informative and moving essays, will, in your own creative ways, also help make the world a little more beautiful.


In my work since 1956 I have learned one lesson:  in 1887 the great British and Catholic historian, Lord Acton (1834-1902), who spent much of his time in European universities, wrote

All power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.

I have tried to live its opposite:  all integrity leaves one poorer:  absolute integrity would leave one destitute:  happily no one’s integrity is absolute.

Note for the file:  The above contribution is a little more detailed than that made at the meeting, where I mislaid my notes, and my hat, the latter being returned the following day.
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